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Third and sixth grade teachers in Latin America
and the Caribbean:

Characteristics, perceptions
and relationship with student

learning achievement







Questions
1. What kind of initial training do teachers receive?
2. Do teachers have opportunities for professional development?
3. Do teachers receive teaching support from their school leaders?
4. Is there a classroom environment that supports learning?
5. Is there violence in the schools?
6. Are teachers satisfied with their job?
7. Are teachers satisfied with their salaries?
8. What are teacher expectations regarding the education level their 

students will reach?
9. What is the achievement level of students from the same 

classroom?
10. What do teachers think about student assessment in the 

classroom?



- 16 education systems: 15 countries + 1 state

- 130,000 students from grades 3 and 6

- Reading, Mathematics and Natural Sciences tests

- Background questionnaires for students, their 
families, teachers and school leaders
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9. What is the achievement level of 
students from the same classroom?



TERCE Performance levels 

Performance level I: Corresponds to students that can order numbers, 
identify basic geometric shapes, identify missing elements in simple 
sequences, and read explicit data in tables and
graphs.

Performance level IV: Corresponds to students that can solve more complex 
problems with natural numbers and geometric figures, and can solve 
problems involving comparison and
conversion of measurements. 

Performance level II: Corresponds to students that can read and write 
natural numbers, interpret simple fractions, identify units of measurement, 
identify relative positions of objects on maps, identify elements in geometric 
figures or flat representations of geometric shapes, and extract information 
from tables and graphs..

Performance level III: Corresponds to students that can identify more 
complex sequences; solve problems with natural numbers, fractions and 
geometric figures; compare and estimate measurements; interpret 
information from tables and graphs.
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9. What is the achievement level of students from the same classroom?

Performance level I: example

Fuente: Informe de Resultados TERCE, Cuadernillo 2
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Performance level IV: example

Fuente: Informe de Resultados TERCE, Cuadernillo 2
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Conclusions

Students learn more when:

– Attend non-violent schools

– Attend schools with positive classroom 
environment

– Their teachers have high expectations

– Their teachers are satisfied with their salary



Challenges

• That all teachers have a teaching degree

• Improve initial and continuing teaching 
training



Improve teacher training



I hope that someday we could work with all the
results of our students in the school, and not
just the average results, knowing that the real 
achievement gap is here in my classroom.

Comment from a teacher

about the results of standardized tests

Challenges:

Address diversity in the classroom
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Many Thanks!


