
 

DG/2012/138 – Original: English  

Excellency Yun Yong Il, Ambassador of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 

to UNESCO, 

Excellency Lee Sang Jin, Ambassador of the Republic of Korea to UNESCO,  

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

It is a great pleasure to welcome you all to UNESCO for the inauguration of this 

special exhibition. 

The preservation of the Koguryo tombs and mural paintings stands out as one of 

UNESCO’s flagship projects in safeguarding the world’s cultural heritage.  

This vast property is the magnificent legacy of the Koguryo Kingdom, which 

flourished in the region from the 1st century BC to the 7th century.  

The tombs, and the exquisite mural paintings that adorn many of them, are the only 

surviving testimony of the daily life, beliefs and burial customs of this great culture.  

Over the last decade, UNESCO has been strongly involved in the preservation of 

this stunning World Heritage site.  

This exhibition traces the key stages of the work that has been carried out by a 

team of international specialists.  
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Since 2008, full-scale conservation work has been underway on the Susanri Tomb -

- whose mural paintings are some of the most significant from that era in the whole 

of northeast Asia.  

UNESCO experts have been working closely with all parties involved to restore this 

extraordinary mural painting.   

We have done so guided by the conviction that heritage binds us together as a 

single human community, that World Heritage sites have universal outstanding 

value as inscribed in one of the most important and universally adopted 

conventions UNESCO has designed. 

We have done so guided by the belief that, in challenging times, culture has a major 

role to play in laying the foundations for peace and sustainable development.  

Launched in 2001, this project has helped introduce international conservation 

standards for cultural heritage in the Democratic Republic of North Korea. 

It has reinforced national capacities in the field of conservation, and I am grateful to 

the authorities of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea for their commitment 

to ensuring the success of this undertaking. 

I wish to extend also my sincere appreciation to the authorities of the Republic of 

Korea for their generous contribution of $ 1.6 million to this project. 

In line with its mission to promote mutual understanding and peace, UNESCO 

protects cultural heritage with the aim to reinforce bonds and shared identities. 

I am convinced this initiative to preserve a significant component of the common 

heritage of all Koreans marks an important step in the process of building bridges in 

the region. 

Success stories -- such as the rebuilding of the Mostar Bridge in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina -- confirm UNESCO’s belief that heritage can serve as a powerful tool 

for dialogue and reconciliation. 
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This project captures the spirit of the World Heritage Convention, whose 40th 

anniversary we celebrate this year. 

The Convention is a resounding international success – but, at this stage, we must 

do everything to strengthen its implementation and reinforce its credibility. 

This project provides many lessons for us to learn. 

Together, we must redouble our efforts to nurture such projects and to make them 

more visible, to show the power of heritage for dialogue and reconciliation. 

I look forward to building on this experience, by pursuing our work with national 

authorities to enhance cultural heritage in the region and, in this way, to strengthen 

the foundations for its peaceful future. 

In this spirit, I hope you will enjoy this exhibition, as testimony of this conviction we 

all share.  

Thank you very much. 


