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Kishore Rao
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After having eked out a livelihood as hunter-gatherers for several millennia, the 
human species turned to agriculture and the domestication of animals some 
10,000 years ago.

This inspired initiative turned out to be of unique historical importance as within the 
span of some 5,000 years it fostered unprecedented prosperity that led to the emergence 
of great cities and powerful states, particularly in regions such as the Middle East which 
was at that time uniquely favoured by nature in terms of the variety of seeds and animal 
species susceptible to domestication.

Carved into the Earth’s surface over the millennia and the centuries, the surviving 
traces of the various phases of this activity are sometimes discreet and sometimes truly 
striking. 

This issue of World Heritage is devoted to the concept of ‘agricultural landscape’, 
which honours the agro-pastoral landscapes created by human activity and serves to 
explain the major sites of this type now inscribed on the World Heritage List. 

The most impressive of these sites are perhaps the terraced fields found around the 
world, in the Far East, Africa, the Andes and all around the Mediterranean basin, with 
rice paddies and various wine-growing areas, some of which are also listed as World 
Heritage cultural landscapes. 

The classical and ubiquitous drystone retaining walls may seem modest at times, but 
eminently impressive when they shape an entire landscape as they do in the regions 
irrigated by the subak system of water management in Bali (Indonesia), which is covered 
in detail here.

Other articles are devoted to such widely diversified sites as the coffee landscapes of 
Cuba, created at the end of the 18th century by French planters from Saint-Domingue 
fleeing the violence that followed the slave uprisings in Haiti; the agricultural site of 
Stari Grad on the Adriatic island of Hvar (Croatia), which offers important insights into 
Greek colonization in the 4th century BC; as well as the Konso megalithic settlements in 
Ethiopia with their agricultural traditions dating back 20 generations.

Other articles elaborate on the rich complexities of the concept of agricultural 
landscape, which promises to bring further sites of this type to World Heritage status 
in future. 

Cover: Cultural Landscape of 
Bali Province: the Subak System 

as a Manifestation of the
 Tri Hita Karana Philosophy(Indonesia)
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World Heritage agricultural
landscapes  
Agricultural landscapes demonstrate 
a rich cultural and landscape diversity, 
sustainable land-use systems and in some 
cases people’s daily struggle for survival 
under extreme climatic and environmental 
conditions.

Stari Grad Plain
Ancient Greek farming in the Adriatic
The original agricultural activity of the 
plain, mainly centring on grapes and 
olives, has been maintained since Greek 
times to the present.

Gateways to sacred lands: Bali’s water
temples and rices terraces
The subak system of democratic and 
egalitarian farming practices has enabled 
the Balinese to become the most prolific 
rice growers in the archipelago, despite the 
challenge of supporting a dense population.

Archaeological Landscape of 
the First Coffee Plantations in 
the South-East of Cuba 
The remains of the 19th-century coffee 
plantations in the foothills of the Sierra 
Maestra are unique evidence of a pioneer 
form of agriculture in a difficult terrain.

Konso, Ethiopia’s living
cultural landscape 
The Konso Cultural Landscape constitutes 
a spectacular example of a living 
cultural tradition stretching back twenty 
generations (more than 400 years) adapted 
to its dry hostile environment.
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Lavaux, Vineyard Terraces (Switzerland) was inscribed on the World Heritage List in 2007.

World Heritage 
agricultural 
landscapes
Ana Luengo 
Doctor in Landscape Architecture, teacher at the European University of Madrid and
member of the International Scientific Committee on Cultural Landscapes ICOMOS-IFLA
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Wealth of cultural landscapes
Cultural landscapes are understood as 

‘… the combined works of nature and 
man …’. They are illustrative of the evolution 
of human society and settlement over time, 
under the influence of physical constraints 
and/or opportunities presented by the 
natural environment and of successive 
social, economic and cultural forces, 
both external and internal.’ Such unique 
landscapes have Outstanding Universal 

Value because they are deemed significant 
for present and future generations. 

This was the first time that a definition 
of cultural landscape appeared in the 
framework of an international convention, 
and it was implemented the following year 
with the inscription of Tongariro National 
Park (New Zealand), the culmination of 
a long process started a decade earlier. 

uman cultural develop-
ment is inexorably linked 
to the development of 
agriculture, because it is 
essentially the cultivation 

of nature, of the physical environment, 
which has historically shaped and 
engendered present-day landscapes. These 
are the results of a rapid domestication 
process initiated by Neolithic farmers all 
over the world around 6000 BC, which was 
intensified by the invention of 
more efficient tools during the 
Copper, Bronze and, ultimately, 
the Iron ages.

Overcoming environmental 
conditions by means of technical 
know-how developed by 
humans while domesticating 
the physical environment led 
to growth of civilization and its 
more specifically cultural aspects: 
hence the Latin root of the word 
‘culture’ is cultum, which also 
means lands and cultivated 
plants. Brutus, in Cicero’s work 
(1st century BC) assures Atticus 
that the only way to thank him 
for the gift of a book is to ‘try 
my skill in a long-neglected and 
uncultivated soil’, endeavouring 
to improve it so as to be able 
to ‘repay your liberality with 
interest’.

In fact, it is precisely with 
this word ‘culture’ and its deep 
meanings that we designate the 
landscapes that are now part 
of World Heritage. These sites 
only began to be listed in 1992, 
however, in an initiative that 
coincided with an celebration 
of the 20th anniversary of the 
World Heritage Convention and 
the 30th anniversary of the first 
Recommendation concerning the 
Safeguarding of the Beauty and 
Character of Landscapes and Sites, a new 
concept of heritage properties appeared, 
the so-called ‘cultural landscapes’. This 
concept was included in the Operational 
Guidelines for the Implementation of the 
World Heritage Convention, along with 
other sites recognized as World Heritage, 
natural heritage, and mixed cultural and 
natural heritage. 

H Following numerous meetings with experts 
throughout that period, the concept 
of cultural landscapes synthesized the 
progressive closing of a gap observed in 
the previous opposition between ‘cultural’ 
heritage and ‘natural’ heritage, and led to 
the emergence of values linked to intangible 
heritage that in the following years were to 
gain significant prominence. 

In 2012, twenty years after the creation 
of the concept of cultural landscape, 

seventy-seven cultural landscapes 
were listed around the world. 
Today, one year on, eight more 
such landscapes have been added, 
making a total of eighty-five. All of 
these are classified under all three 
categories – or perhaps we should 
say typologies – established 
in Annex 3 of the Operational 
Guidelines. For a nomination to 
be valid – as with other properties 
that may be recognized as World 
Heritage – a series of cultural 
criteria need to be met, together 
with conditions of integrity and 
authenticity (see box). 

This apparent simplicity of 
typologies hides an impressive 
richness, given that human 
civilization, throughout its history, 
has managed to apply certain 
principles of adaptation to the 
environment that are sufficiently 
resilient to drive nature’s inherent 
and inexhaustible dynamism by 
adding a cultural dimension that 
endows it with uniqueness.

Agricultural landscapes 
In some cases, the fullest 

sense of the term – culture 
and cultivation – becomes 
a breathtaking reality in the 
agricultural landscapes, described 
in cultural landscape category (ii) 
in both in their relict aspect and 

their live or evolutionary aspect. 
Similarly, some sites also belong to 

category (iii), which concerns a sample 
of associative cultural landscapes whose 
development is or was closely linked to 
agricultural practices. In these sites, the 
symbolic appropriation of the territory 
naturally includes the structuring of the 
territory by a series of agro-pastoral 

Human cultural development 
is inexorably linked to the 

development of agriculture.

Agricultural and silvicultural practices enjoyed imperial 
patronage for over 1,000 years at Mount Wutai (China.)

© Ning Dang
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The Agricultural Landscape of Southern Öland (Sweden) is an outstanding example of human settlement,
making the optimum use of diverse landscape types on a single island.

Types of cultural landscape 

World Heritage  Cultural landscape
criteria   category
   
Cultural criterion (i)  i 

Cultural criteria (ii),  ii 
(iii), (iv), (v)

Cultural criterion (vi)  iii

From the Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World 
Heritage Convention (2012, Annex 3)

The most easily identifiable is the clearly defined landscape designed and created intentionally by 

man. This embraces garden and parkland landscapes constructed for aesthetic reasons which are 

often (but not always) associated with religious or other monumental buildings and ensembles.

The second category is the organically evolved landscape. This results from an initial social, 

economic, administrative, and/or religious imperative and has developed its present form by 

association with and in response to its natural environment. Such landscapes reflect that process 

of evolution in their form and component features. They fall into two sub-categories:

– a relict (or fossil) landscape is one in which an evolutionary process came to an end at some time 

in the past, either abruptly or over a period. Its significant distinguishing features are, however, 

still visible in material form.

– a continuing landscape is one which retains an active social role in contemporary society closely 

associated with the traditional way of life, and in which the evolutionary process is still in progress. 

At the same time it exhibits significant material evidence of its evolution over time.

The final category is the associative cultural landscape. The inscription of such landscapes 

on the World Heritage List is justifiable by virtue of the powerful religious, artistic or cultural 

associations of the natural element rather than material cultural evidence, which may be 

insignificant or even absent. 
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Agaves in bloom at Agave Landscape and Ancient Industrial Facilities of Tequila World Heritage site (Mexico).
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spractices known as the ‘agrarian trilogy’. 
These include the cultivation of fields – 
agriculture (from the Latin ager, fields); the 
cultivation of forests – silviculture (silva, 
forest); and husbandry – with the use of 
so-called uncultivated lands 
such as sustenance pastures 
together with their pastoral 
routes, all of which, taken 
together, was termed saltus in 
Roman times. 

All this illustrates the complex 
cultural identity woven into 
these sites – whose cultivation 
endows them with a religious, 
artistic, cultural or symbolic 
scope specific to associative 
cultural landscapes. This holds 
true in the case of Mount Wutai 
(China), where agricultural and 
silvicultural practices enjoyed 
imperial patronage for over 
1,000 years; Koutammakou 
(Togo) where the Batammariba 
still practise agriculture, sheep-
rearing and silviculture today; 
or Bassari Country (Senegal), 
where the terraced rice field 
agricultural system is still 
exploited by peoples equipped 
with special knowledge.

Most of these landscapes 
in which the agrarian trilogy 
is still clearly discernible on 
the European continent have 
however lost their associative 
values, if indeed they ever had 
them. This is the case of the Loire 
Valley (France) and of certain 
Mediterranean landscapes 
– Costiera Amalfitana and 
Portovenere/Cinque Terre in 
Italy, and Serra de Tramuntana 
in Spain – which all possess 
terraced agricultural systems combined with 
sheep-rearing and living migratory herding 
routes. These are even more manifest 
and characteristic in the neighbouring 
landscapes of the Causses and the Cévennes 
in the South of France or in Madriu-Perafita-
Claror Valley (Andorra), which still combine 
these features with agricultural areas.

Yet apart from the above-mentioned 
landscapes, this article focuses on 
landscapes where agrarian cultivation – 
cultivation of the land – demonstrates 

a degree of uniqueness in comparison 
with other productive uses of soil. In this 
respect, notable on the World Heritage 
List are some of the landscapes that reflect 
our remotest agricultural past, such as the 

Kuk Early Agricultural Site (Papua New 
Guinea), which attests to the origins of 
agriculture in Oceania over 7,000 years 
ago, based on vegetative propagation of 
plants and their domestication – bananas, 
sugar cane, taro, etc. More recent examples 
forming evolutionary cultural landscapes 
include such sites as the Ancient Villages 
of Northern Syria (Syrian Arab Republic), 
abandoned between the 8th and 10th 
centuries, or even St Kilda (United Kingdom) 
abandoned in the 20th century.

Evolution and change 
Many other agricultural landscapes 

continue to evolve, however, bearing witness 
to drastic changes endured by the planet in 
the course of its many millions of years of 

evolution. Such is the case of 
the Matobo Hills (Zimbabwe), 
where the San people still 
pursue the traditional practice 
of deliberately starting fires 
to gain farmland and pasture, 
making the area an evolutionary 
landscape, which further includes 
one of southern Africa’s most 
impressive collections of rock 
paintings; or the Archaeological 
Site of Monte Albán (Oaxaca, 
Mexico), which bears witness 
to progressive domestication 
and enhancement of a series 
of vegetable species – some 
as crucial to human civilization 
as maize – which favoured the 
change from nomadic societies 
to a sedentary agricultural 
form of organization. Other 
landscapes such as Val d’Orcia 
(Italy) today still determinedly 
conserve the use and distribution 
of lands defined in the 15th-
century concept of the bel 
paesaggio.

Development of all these 
agricultural landscapes was 
significantly affected by water 
culture, which made it possible 
to create such outstanding 
cases as the terraced rice fields 
in the Philippines or Senegal; 
the cross-border landscape of 
Fertö/Neusiedlersee (Austria/
Hungary), with an agricultural 
system bordering the third-
largest lake of Central Europe; 

or Southern Öland (Sweden), where 
medieval agricultural and urban patterns 
extend over an extraordinary plain – the 
alvar – with its scattering of distinctive 
windmills. 

It is likely that this agricultural modification 
of the environment by the application of 
highly sophisticated water management 
skills lent symbolic values to the space, as 
demonstrated by the subak systems in Bali 
(Indonesia), an expression of the Tri Hita 
Karana philosophy; but also by the Royal 

© David Bacon

Koutammakou, the Land of the Batammariba (Togo) is a living landscape 
where the agricultural society lives in harmony with the surrounding nature.

Agaves in bloom at Agave Landscape and Ancient Industrial Facilities of Tequila World Heritage site (Mexico).
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Hill of Ambohimanga (Magadascar) or 
Grand Pré (Canada), whose polder system, 
active since the 17th century, harks back 
to the days of the French settlers. In other 
places, however, it is precisely 
the wise use of water as a 
scarce commodity that has 
sharpened the ingenuity of 
the populations. This holds 
true in Konso (Ethiopia), 
where gratitude towards 
ancestors who knew how to 
tend the landscape and its 
values is made apparent in 
wooden statues and stone 
steles.

In addition to the necessary 
infrastructure to sustain the 
lands, the implementation 
of any agricultural and 
husbandry production system 
required a connection to the 
dwellings of the population 
that ensured its subsistence. 
At the time these networks 
generated a number of 
the agricultural landscapes 
described as relict, but which 
at the time had a significant 
agricultural basis, such 
as Lopé-Okanda (Gabon) 
or Tamgaly (Kazakhstan). 
Sulaiman-Too (Kyrgyzstan) 
has survived the passage 
of time with its impressive 
mountain rising from a 
plateau in which agricultural 
crops are dominant.

It may be said that the 
most impressive of all these 
landscapes are those devoted 
to a single operation, because 
the structure they impose upon the territory 
in terms of a single variable results in large 
expanses of land that are spectacularly 
homogenous. This is manifest in the various 
rice fields, in the impressive landscapes of 
Tequila (Mexico) where the blue agave is 
cultivated, and uniquely apparent in such 
vineyard landscapes as the Upper Middle 
Rhine Valley (Germany), Wachau (Austria), 
Saint Emilion (France), Tokaj (Hungary), 
Pico Island and Alto Douro (Portugal), and 
Lavaux (Switzerland).

Many of these sites are clear examples 
of original farm and cattle buildings 

now managed by countless owners who 
understand that their World Heritage status 
adds value to the finished product, especially 
when the use of traditional farming methods 

remains a priority. This is very much the case 
in Cuba’s coffee plantations, where the lie 
of the land prevents the introduction of 
other more modern methods, or in Viñales 
Valley, also in Cuba, where the introduction 
of mechanized methods was found to be 
detrimental to the quality of the tobacco. 

Yet some of the true prototypes of 
cultural landscapes and agricultural activity 
around the world today are also farming 
and cattle-rearing operations that are no 
longer profitable within the parameters of 
the global economy. This could be the case 
of Stari Grad Plain (Croatia), a spectacular 

example – the oldest and best preserved – 
of land division that dates back to ancient 
Greece (see p. 14). 

Prospects for 
the future 

These landscapes of 
outstanding consistency and 
vigour face numerous threats: 
these include the loss of 
specialized labour associated 
with a specific crop – such as 
grapes or rice – but also when 
changes in lifestyle brought on 
by conversion to Christianity 
leave sacred (taboo) landscapes 
unprotected. This has happened 
at such sites as Chief Roi Mata’s 
Domain (Vanuatu), and in the 
alarming case of the Bamiyan 
Valley (Afghanistan) where 
Taliban fighters blew up the 
Buddha statues in 2001, causing 
inestimable damage to an 
agricultural landscape in a river 
plain. 

Similarly, crop intensification, 
cloning of varieties, use of 
herbicides or pesticides, can 
upset the ecological balance 
needed to ensure the survival 
of the landscape. The landscape 
is likewise subject to changes 
brought on by such natural 
phenomena as hurricanes. This 

was the case of the tornado 
that battered Ambohimanga 
(Madagascar) in 2003, or 
earthquakes – such as the one 
that devastated Bam (Islamic 
Republic of Iran) that same year. 
The site is now inscribed on the 

List of World Heritage in Danger.
Such events should not diminish the special 

consideration that these landscapes inscribed 
on the World Heritage List deserve. All are 
outstanding examples of social, economic or 
religious needs that have evolved over time 
in response to and in conjunction with the 
natural environment. In this respect, they are 
repositories of the technical and scientific 
knowledge of past generations which, in 
their apparent simplicity, hold the key that 
will allow us to face future threats, including 
climate change, and to pursue the cultural 
development of our global civilization.  

Maintaining these landscapes enhances 
the quality of life of communities 
and of the planet and addresses 
critical issues such as adaptation 

to climate change and risks.

Portovenere, Cinque Terre, and the Islands (Palmaria, Tino and Tinetto) (Italy) 
illustrates a traditional way of life that has existed for a thousand years.

© Jérôme Decq
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For a number of years the World Heritage Committee looked at issues relating to agro-pastoral systems, especially since 2006 when 
the nomination of the Cévennes (France) raised critical issues concerning Outstanding Universal Value and agro-sylvo-pastoral systems. 
Following these discussions, a number of expert meetings took place and were presented to the World Heritage Committee, including 
the International Meeting on the Cultural Landscapes of Agropastoralism (October 2012, Montpellier, France), which continued the work 
initiated at previous workshops held in Meyrueis (France) and Tirana (Albania). They especially promoted collaboration among different 
countries around the Mediterranean region to look at extraordinary features of movements of people and animals – and celebrated the 
inscription of The Causses and the Cévennes, Mediterranean agro-pastoral Cultural Landscape in France. Today 13 per cent of World 
Heritage sites are properties that have agricultural and/or pastoral characteristics. Nearly 75 per cent of all cultural landscapes on the World 
Heritage List have some agricultural or pastoral features, although they may not be the main reason for the inscription. Analysis of the sites 
on national Tentative Lists indicates that 10 per cent of them are of agricultural and pastoral importance. 

Definition: Pastoralism is defined as a breeding system that uses largely spontaneous plant resources for grazing, often extensively, either 
on a farm itself, or as part of transhumance or nomadism.

Features: The pastoral systems are characterized by a society where farm activities and environments interact. In today’s world this can be 
found in all major geocultural groups and regions, as well as other major agricultural, industrial, commercial, religious and artistic expressions.

Agricultural and agro-pastoral landscapes are very present on the World Heritage List as living cultural landscapes, but also as relict landscapes 
or as representations of this important history of humanity in rock art sites, for example. Agricultural and agro-pastoral landscape expressions 
can also be taken into account within the framework of the Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage as communities, 
practices and know-how that are shaping the landscape are important in developing practical cultivation or livestock. They are also subject to 
industrialization, urbanization, financial and technical standardization of food production and in this respect the diversity of cultural expressions 
may be threatened. Maintaining these landscapes also enhances the quality of life of communities and of the planet and addresses critical 
issues such as adaptation to climate change and risks. The challenge today is to make the link between protection and development choices 
and promote an integrated approach to heritage and cultural components in the planning and development of territories.

Mechtild Rössler and Marie-Noel Tournoux
UNESCO World Heritage Centre

©D-Viet-CDT12

The Causses and the Cévennes, Mediterranean agro-pastoral Cultural Landscape (France).



Stari Grad Plain
Ancient Greek farming 
in the Adriatic 

Stari Grad Plain (Croatia) was inscribed on the World Heritage List in 2008.
© Serhiy Nemyrovskyy

Joško Belamarić 
Research adviser
Institute of Art History 
Split, Croatia
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tari Grad Plain is an agricultural 
landscape of vineyards and 
olive trees located on the 
Croatian island of Hvar (the 
Pharos of antiquity), which 

rises out of the Adriatic sea not far from the 
city of Split on the mainland. 

The farming land is divided into regular-
sized parcels known as chora (Greek for 
landscape or countryside). Their authentic 
drystone walls mark the boundaries 
between the individual parcels. All this, 
together with the cisterns and the little 
beehive-shaped sheds (for storing tools) 
was first measured and marked out some 
twenty-four centuries ago and they have 
remained unaltered in their layout and in 
continuous use since the ancient Greeks 
created them.

Greek settlers arrived on the island at the 
time of the Great Colonization. At that time, 
Greek ships slipped into every bay in the 
Mediterranean and familiarized themselves 
with the eastern coast of the Adriatic, 

but it was only in the 4th century BC that 
they settled there with any permanence. 
On the fourth year of the 98th Olympiad 
(385/4 BC) the Parians (Ionian Greeks 
from present-day Páros), at the invitation 
of the tyrant of Sicily, Dionysius the Elder, 
founded the town of Pharos in the deepest 
bay on the northern coast of Hvar – an 
island at the centre of longitudinal and 
transverse Adriatic sea routes. Dionysius 
wanted to ensure a base for wide-ranging 
military and commercial expansion that 
would be totally dependent on the mother 
city – Syracuse. This is shown by the first 
historically substantiated sea battle in the 
Adriatic: in 284–81 BC, when the Pharos 
colony was being established, a fleet 
commanded by the eparch (government 
official) of the nearby Greek colony of Issa 
(on today’s Vis island) came to the aid of 
the Pharians. They had been attacked 
by the Liburni, indigenous Illyrians from 
some of the nearby hill forts, backed up 
by compatriots from the mainland. This 

victory gave the Greeks full control over the 
central Adriatic.

Parians were not the only ones to take 
part in the colonization of Pharos. A certain 
number of other Greeks responded to the 
call to ‘travel to an isle in the Adriatic’, as 
borne out by an inscription on a lead tablet 
recently found in the famed Oracle of Zeus 
in Dodona. The inscription, written in a 
Greek script of the first decades of the 4th 
century BC by anonymous visitors, asks 
the deity if it would reward them ‘to go 
together with the Parians to Pharos in the 
Ionian Gulf’. 

The modern town of Stari Grad, which 
means ‘ancient city’ in Croatian, and the 
Stari Grad Plain, the largest and most fertile 
plain to be found on any of the Adriatic 
islands, is also the oldest and best-preserved 
ancient system of land register (cadastre) to 
be seen in the whole of the Mediterranean 
and indeed in Europe. 

At the time of colonization, at the 
beginning of the 4th century BC, the plain 

The land organization system is based on geometrical parcels with drystone wall boundaries (chora).
© Mark Gillepsie
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Stari Grad Plain is an agricultural landscape 
of vineyards and olive trees located 

on the Croatian island of Hvar.

was divided up orthogonally in accordance 
with the Greek measurement system into 
seventy-five parcels, elongated rectangles 
about 900 m × 180 m, subdivided in turn 
into square holdings for which the Greek 
colonists cast lots. Stone boundary markers 
were built between the various parcels and 
lots. This system differs from the cadastres 
of the later Roman cities on the Adriatic 
mainland, Solin (Salona), Iader (Zader) and 
Pola.

The archaeological remains of the Greek 
polis and the earlier Illyrian settlement 
on the same site, together with the still 
excellently preserved chora, offer a unique 
illustration of how colonization actually 
unfolded. 

They also allow archaeologists to 
understand how the colonists regarded 
the non-Greek population they found 
on the spot. In comparable instances of 
Greek parcellation at a later date, new 
developments and functional changes 
resulting from various forms of historical 

discontinuity generally changed the 
appearance of the original cadastre. Only in 
the case of Stari Grad is the original land 
division totally preserved. 

Living heritage
The Stari Grad plain is a fascinating and 

unique archaeological park, the only one 
that is still being put to the same economic 
use as it was at the time of its foundation, 
2,400 years ago, when this fertile plain was 
parcelled out into the grid that can still be 
seen and experienced today, not just as an 
archaeological reconstruction and through 
panoramic photography, but while strolling 
through the fields. 

Despite many turbulent historical events, 
ethnic changeovers and continuous property 

subdivisions, the original structure and 
pattern of the fields have remained almost 
unchanged. Although many of the drystone 
walls that border the holdings were raised 
in the Middle Ages, the builders used the 
same stone and followed the same lines laid 
out at the time of the ancient parcellation. 
All later land divisions, together with the 
relatively few remaining stone beehive 
houses, have used the same drystone wall 
technique since classical antiquity.

The reconstructed plan of the Greek town 
of Pharos appears to follow the Roman style 
of town planning with its square grid and 
straight lines of communications in both 
directions, the main streets running directly 
into the centre from the town gates, with 
a public space at their intersection. The 

The same crops, mainly grapes and olives, are still grown in the fields.
© Heidi Voss-Nilsen
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first segments of the eastern and southern 
walls have been found to be reinforced with 
towers, and the eastern gate was protected 
by recessed tracts of wall within the towers, 
which have also been partially excavated. A 
regular grid of urban streets has also been 
brought to light. 

Relatively little is known about life in 
Stari Grad in the Middle Ages or the town’s 
importance, but from the 15th century 
onwards, and particularly in the 19th 
century, it was redeveloped and became 
an important mercantile and maritime 
centre. A particular characteristic of Stari 
Grad is that, since its foundation, through 
all the phases of development as an urban 

is now recognized as the best preserved 
ancient cadastre of the Mediterranean area 
and stands as an eloquent paradigm of the 
multimillennial efforts of humans to feed 
themselves and to improve upon the natural 
settings they have inherited. The three main 
bays of the island of Hvar and most of its 
major settlements are sited on the edge of 
this most fertile of all Adriatic plains, which 
is central to the natural, historical and social 
inventory of the island. 

The prosperous years of wine production 
reached their peak after the mid-19th 
century. The qualities of the famed 
Hvar Plavac grape result from the site’s 
outstanding position and climate, its 

probably began as a penitential procession 
prompted by a miraculous event in which 
the Holy Cross wept blood in Hvar in 1510, 
prior to a revolt of the commons. The 
participants set out from the six parish 
churches at midnight precisely, led by 
selected cross bearers who walk barefoot. 
The processions may not meet, because 
according to superstition this would be an 
omen of bad luck. The Lamentation of the 
Virgin Mary, with its ancient melodic lines, 
is sung along the way.

The heritage importance of the Stari Grad 
Plain does not merely lie in the actual number 
of Greek walls it holds, or of the remains of 
Roman villas or of the little churches dating 

unit with rural suburbs, Renaissance and 
later villas and summer houses, it has been 
shaped by the agricultural riches of the 
fertile Stari Grad Plain.

On the Croatian coastline and in the 
interior, everything is built with stone. This  
spacious environment remains marked out 
with thousands of kilometres of drystone 
walls. The smallest possible patches of red 
soil in the karstic depressions of the island 
have been cultivated, soil even occasionally 
collected in the cupped hands of farm 
workers, and the sloping plots of cultivated 
land would be protected from erosion by 
the presence of retaining walls. Traces of 
such tiny fields can still be found throughout 
the Dalmatian region of Croatia. 

Stari Grad Plain, inscribed on the 
UNESCO World Heritage List since 2008, 

exposure to sun and sea, the composition 
of the soil and the manner of cultivation 
and production, unchanging for centuries. 
It is no surprise to learn that wine producers 
from Hvar became pioneering viticulturists 
in California in the first decades of the 20th 
century.

The famed Procession with the Cross, 
on the UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage since 2009 under the title 
Procession Za Krizen (‘following the cross’) 
on the island of Hvar, is directly connected 
with the plain. In the tradition of vernacular 
pieties that are practised during Easter 
Week in Hvar, the most authentic event is 
this procession which unfolds in the night 
between Holy Thursday and Good Friday 
and circles 25 km around six parishes: Jelsa, 
Pitve, Vrisnik, Svirće, Vrbanj and Vrboska. It 

from the later Roman period or the Middle 
Ages, but in the totality of its space, which 
constitutes a living cultural and historical 
and natural reserve that should remain in 
the same use and in the same form until the 
end of time.

Just in time
About 120 archaeological sites have so 

far been recognized in the area under the 
protection of UNESCO (the remains of the 
Greek town of Pharos and the area of the 
chora). These sites have been the object 
of archaeological investigations over the 
last hundred years. In 2007, the Stari Grad 
Museum was set up, and recently the Ager 
Public Institution was founded by the town 
of Stari Grad, with financial support from 
the Ministry of Culture and the Ministry of 

On the northern side of the island of Hvar in Dalmatia, Stari Grad is one of the oldest towns in Europe.
© Heidi Voss-Nilsen
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Agriculture, to govern Stari Grad Plain. The 
two ministries are also financing work on 
a management plan for the area relating 
to the local population and farmers. This 
plan is intended to favour sustainable 
development and the revitalization of 
the farmland, based on respect for the 
old land division system and the ancient 
methods of cultivating and producing 
wine. The ministry is also funding a special 
action plan for the precise identification 
of abandoned and uncultivated plots, as 
well as a plan for felling trees (according 
to conservation instructions and under 
archaeological supervision), the roots of 
which are threatening the drystone wall and 
archaeological structures. Everything tends 
to a gradual regeneration of the original use 
of Stari Grad Plain, which in the future will 
not be just an archaeological park but once 
again an important economic resource for 
the island of Hvar.

UNESCO’s protection came just in time, 
after years of plans to build a major tourist 
airport on the plain, attempts to cover 
the paths with asphalt and authorize the 
building of holiday homes. Today, at last, 
the heritage value of the landscape and the 
economics of Stari Grad Plain are patent, 
and it is almost beyond belief that just a few 
years ago some local people came to meet 
the conservator as he stepped off the ferry 
from Split with angry banners of protest 
or that at one time, the ferry was not even 
allowed to tie up. 

The new viewpoint of enlightened island 
viticulturists is best represented by the 
thinking of Hvar wine-producer Andro 
Tomic: ‘It is a crucial imperative to beat 
the rhetoric of pseudo-progress which 
supposedly requires on a one-off basis to 
spend what has for millennia been kept up 
for us and all our descendants. Progress 
is authentic when it can be controlled, 
otherwise it is just an ill-advised adventure. 
We should not hurry off into Europe before 
we get to know our own sea, river, our 
own fields. Identity is above all apparent 
in the manner in which a people uses its 
own heritage, even when monuments 
are reduced to rubble, words have lost 
their original meaning and customs their 
original significance.’ Heritage is not just an 
obligation and a constraint; it is a resource 
of the highest order. The Stari Grad Plain is 
the best demonstration of this.  

The modern town of Stari Grad is the oldest 
and best-preserved ancient system of land 

register to be seen in the whole of the 
Mediterranean and indeed in Europe.

© Heidi Voss-Nilsen
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Cultural Landscape of Bali Province: the Subak System as a Manifestation of the Tri Hita Karana 
Philosophy (Indonesia) was inscribed on the World Heritage List in 2012.

© Chrisino

J. Stephen Lansing
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Gateways to 
sacred lands  
Bali’s water temples 
and rice terraces
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he sites chosen for Bali’s cultural 
landscape, inscribed on the 
World Heritage List in 2012, were 
selected both to represent and 

help preserve the Balinese subak system, 
which manages the rice terraces. Subak is a 
Balinese word, first found in royal inscriptions 
in the 11th century, which designates a 
unique social and religious institution; 
self-governing, democratic associations of 
farmers who share responsibility for the just 
and efficient use of irrigation water to grow 
paddy rice. From a comparative perspective, 
two features of the subak system stand 
out. The first is the success of this cultural 
innovation in creating a landscape of 
spectacular beauty that has provided an 
ecologically sustainable foundation for 
Balinese civilization for the past millennium. 
This achievement is rooted in the second 

remarkable feature of the subaks: their 
success as a system of cooperative resource 
management sustained by self-governing 
democratic institutions. 

The subaks and associated water temple 
networks of Bali reflect the Balinese 
philosophical principle Tri Hita Karana 
(Three Causes of Goodness), which 
promotes a harmonious relationship 
between the individual and the realms of 
the spirit (parhyangan), the human world 
(pawongan) and nature (palemahan). This 
abstract idea is concretized in the lives of 
the Balinese through the institutions of 
subaks and water temples, which give a 
spiritual meaning to the governance of the 
rice terrace ecology. The water temples, 
subaks, forests, lakes and rice terraces of 
Bali are living expressions of the ancient and 
enduring concept of Tri Hita Karana.

The religious aspects of the subak stem 
from the belief that irrigation water is a 
gift from the Goddess of the Lake, Dewi 
Danu. Subaks are entrusted with the 
management of this gift, and farmers 
contribute a small portion of their harvest 
each year to religious rites in subak temples, 

which are dedicated to Dewi Danu and 
other deities associated with the fertility 
of the land. These temples provide a venue 
for cooperative resource management by 
groups of subaks. These temple networks 
constitute a unique response to the 
challenge of supporting a dense population 
on a rugged volcanic island in a monsoonal 
area. The mountainous nature of the island 
where deep ravines and seasonal rains 
have created an ecosystem that is prone to 
water scarcity and threats of disease and 
pests. The water temple networks cope 
with these problems by allowing clusters 
of subaks to manage irrigation schedules at 
the watershed scale, and to control pests 
by inducing synchronized fallow cycles 
that eradicate their habitat. Although each 
subak focuses on the management of 
its own rice terraces, a global solution to 

water allocation emerges from the temple 
network system which optimizes irrigation 
flows for all. Ever since the 11th century, 
water temple networks have expanded to 
the point of managing the ecology of rice 
terraces at the scale of whole watersheds.

Harmony between the 
spirit, humans and nature

The rituals performed in the water 
temples draw their inspiration from 
several ancient religious traditions 
including Saivasiddhanta and Samkya 
Hinduism, Vajrayana Buddhism, and the 
uniquely Balinese tradition of pradhana, 
which honours the feminine powers of 
fertility, growth and transformation. The 
focus of water temple ceremonies is the 
maintenance of a harmonious relationship 
between humans and the natural world. 
This is achieved through active engagement 
with spiritual concepts which emphasize 
the human community’s dependence on 
the life-sustaining forces of the natural 
world. These ideas are expressed through 
the musical traditions of various types of 
orchestra; dramatic performances such as 

T

© Kimberly Scholes

The 18th-century Royal Water Temple of
Pura Taman Ayun.

This cultural innovation in creating a landscape 
of spectacular beauty has provided an 

ecologically sustainable foundation for Balinese 
civilization for the past millennium. 
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topeng, gambuh, wayang, rejang and baris; 
the reading of poetry in four languages 
(Sanskrit, Balinese, Old and Middle 
Javanese); the creation and dedication of 
offerings of flowers, fruit and rice; and 
the performance of rituals by priests and 
the congregation. The temples themselves 
are continually repaired and embellished 
by stonemasons, sculptors, woodcarvers, 
and painters. This thousand-year-old 
system is now under strain resulting from 
development pressures, the fragmentation 
of the landscape, and pollution by 
agricultural chemicals.

Altogether, the Cultural Landscape 
of Bali Province: the Subak System as 
a Manifestation of the Tri Hita Karana 
Philosophy World Heritage site includes five 
rice terraces and their water temples. Each 

of them highlights particular aspects of the 
subak system; taken together they define 
its most important features. The first great 
Water Temple of Pura Ulun Danu Batur, 
is located on the crater rim overlooking 
Lake Batur. Following ancient traditions, 
the temple is managed by the people of 
the village of Batur. They are assisted by a 
steady stream of contributions from more 
than 250 subaks. The second site is Lake 
Batur, which Balinese farmers believed to be 
the residence of Dewi Danu, the Goddess 
of the Lake. The lake is located in a volcanic 
caldera and has no outlets but it is a very 
large and deep reservoir that feeds the 
groundwater system which augments the 
flow of rivers feeding irrigation canals. Bali’s 
four volcanic lakes are considered to be the 
ultimate source of water for the subaks, and 
in a more general sense for all life on the 
island of Bali. 

The third site consists of a cluster of 
subaks, temples and villages located in the 
valley of the Pakerisan River. Archaeological 
evidence indicates that this valley was the 
cradle of Balinese civilization in the late 
first millennium AD. Today, natural springs 
located inside ancient temples provide 

irrigation water for rice terraces where 
native Balinese rice is still grown in the 
traditional manner by centuries-old subaks. 
The Pakerisan site exemplifies the origin and 
historic continuity of the subak system, and 
dramatically illustrates its relationship to the 
formation and growth of the early Balinese 
kingdoms. 

On the full moon of 
the fourth month

A story about this site is a perennial 
favourite among archaeologists: it concerns 
a stone that sits to this day, wrapped in 
white cloth, in a small shrine in a temple 
in the village of Manukaya in the district 
(kecamatan) of Tampaksiring. According to 
a local tradition it fell from the sky. Every 
decade or so, on the full moon of the fourth 

month, the stone is taken down the hill to 
take part in a major ceremony at the temple 
of Pura Tirtha Empul 1 km away. There 
the stone joins other sacred relics that are 
ritually washed in the spring-fed pools 
within the temple.

An inscription on this stone in Old 
Balinese, a language no longer spoken in 
Bali, was deciphered in the 1920s by the 
Dutch archaeologist Wilhelm Stutterheim. 
Dated to AD 962, it relates how King 
Chandrabhayasingha Warmmadewa built 
a bathing place at Pura Tirtha Empul, 
complete with a dam and two pools. The 
translation was incomplete because some 
parts of the inscription had been worn away, 
probably by the effects of hundreds of years 
of regular ritual washings performed on the 
day of the full moon of the fourth month – 
the very day mentioned in the inscription. 
Thus for more than a thousand years, the 
people have remembered the connection 
between the stone, the temple and the 
spring.

The fourth and largest site is Catur Angga 
Batukaru, a sacred region of mountain 
peaks, forests, lakes along with the villages 
and rice terraces closest to them. It extends 

Altogether, the Cultural Landscape of Bali Province: 
the Subak System as a Manifestation of the Tri Hita 

Karana Philosophy World Heritage site includes 
five rice terraces and their water temples.
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from mountainous water-catchment zones 
to the highland rice terraces in northern 
Tabanan. The area encompasses the 
forests of Bali’s second highest volcano, 
Mount Batukaru (2,276 m), as well as 
Lakes Tamblingan and Buyan in Buleleng 
Regency, which are considered to be the 
source of water for the upland springs that 
feed Tabanan’s irrigated terraces. Tabanan 
is widely regarded as the ‘rice-bowl’ 
(lumbung) of Bali, where fertile volcanic 
soils have long supported the cultivation of 
highly valued local varieties of red, white 
and black rice. 

Resisting commercial 
development

Five important temples define the 
boundaries of a region called Catur Angga 
Batukaru (Four Components of Batukaru). 
Supreme among them is the central temple 
of Pura Luhur Batu Karu, dedicated to 
the deity of the mountain. The other four 

temples mark the boundaries of a sacred 
territory regarded as the highest (utama) 
mandala or sacred landscape of Tabanan. 
These five temples are sacred to the subaks. 
Periodically, when the priests believe that 
the land needs cleansing and purification, 
the deities of the temples are taken on a 
pilgrimage to the sea temple, accompanied 
by representatives from all the local subaks 
and villages. This site exemplifies the 
multilayered structure of the Balinese subak 
system, and its historic expansion in western 
Bali. It encompasses two mountain lakes 
and associated temples, which are regarded 
as the origin of waters for all the subaks 
downstream in the western ‘rice-bowl’ 
region of Tabanan. At these lake temples, the 

subaks of the former kingdom of Tabanan 
perform the ‘water-opening’ rituals that 
mark the beginning of the annual cycles 
of cultivation. In addition to its importance 
as a sacred water source for western Bali, 
Batukaru is also home to a local cluster of 
ancient water temples and subaks, which 
have so far successfully resisted pressure for 
commercial development. 

As in the Pakerisan site, the subaks 
of Catur Angga Batukaru continue to 
grow native Balinese rice using traditional 
technology. For example, rice stalks are 
harvested with a blade concealed in 
the palm of the hand, called ani-ani, to 
honour the Rice Goddess at the time of 
her sacrifice. This traditional technology 

This site exemplifies the multilayered 
structure of the Balinese subak system, and 

its historic expansion in western Bali.

The Tri Hita Karana philosophy promotes the harmonious relationship between the realms of the spirit, the human world and nature.
© Frank Joas
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© Loïc Kiesele

The Royal Water Temple of Pura Taman Ayun is the largest and most architecturally distinguished regional water temple.
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© Grace M. Tarjoto/Jatiluwih Fragrant Red Rice

The subak system has enabled the Balinese to become the most prolific rice growers in the archipelago.
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is found today in only a few subaks, most 
prominently those that are included in 
the Pakerisan and Batukaru sites. Most 
photographers would agree that the 
most beautiful terraced landscapes in Bali 
are found in these two sites. The subaks 
enclosed within the sacred landscape of 
Catur Angga Batukaru acknowledge a 
special responsibility to sustain the purity 
of this landscape, and consequently have 
so far successfully resisted pressures to 
abandon traditional agricultural practices. 
They are now threatened by commercial 
development, lending urgency to their 
nomination as a World Heritage site. 

The fifth component is the Royal Water 
Temple of Pura Taman Ayun, located at the 
heart of the former kingdom of Mengwi 
in the Regency of Tabanan. Here all the 
subaks of the former kingdoms of Mengwi 
and Tabanan come to receive holy water 
from the mountain lakes, annually collected 
by the Mengwi royal family accompanied 
by a delegation of water temple priests 

and subak heads. This temple represents 
the final phase of the downstream 
development of the subak system, in which 
the Balinese kings became active partners 
with the subaks in the management of 
the terraced landscape. While the major 
responsibility for the temple is shared by 
the village of Mengwi and the royal family, 
twenty-three subaks also make substantial 
contributions to its upkeep and ritual 
cycles. This temple is ritually connected 
with the subaks and lakes of the upstream 
Catur Angga Batukaru site. But it also 
connects that landscape with the much 
larger subak landscape of southern 
Tabanan and Badung. It is the supreme 
downstream water temple for the largest 
congregation of subaks in Bali.

According to the Babad Mengwi, the royal 
chronicle of the kingdom, the Pura Taman 
Ayun temple was dedicated in AD 1634. 
In 1890, war between the Kingdoms 
of Mengwi and Badung compelled the 
Mengwi royal family to abandon the temple 

grounds, leaving the area in a state of 
neglect. On their return in 1911, the temple 
grounds were restored and returned to their 
original function. Subsequently, in 1917, an 
earthquake caused the collapse of some 
temple structures. Nearly forty villages and 
the subak Batan Badung contributed to the 
restoration of the temple.

The five sites of Bali’s Cultural Landscape 
exemplify the interconnectedness of the 
island’s ecological and cultural landscapes. 
They include forests and volcanic lakes, 
terraced rice paddies, dozens of subaks and 
the water temple networks that connect 
them. This new World Heritage will be 
managed by an innovative participative 
Governing Assembly, comprised of 
representatives of all the subaks and 
communities within the sites, assisted by 
staff from many government agencies and 
departments. Three planned ecomuseums 
and a system of Visitor Gateways will help 
visitors to experience the sites as ‘Gateways 
to Sacred Lands’.    

The Water Temple of Pura Ulun Danu Batur is on the edge of Lake Batur.
© Tze Liang
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Archaeological 
Landscape of 
the First Coffee 
Plantations in the 
South-East of Cuba

Archaeological Landscape of the First Coffee Plantations in the South-East of Cuba was inscribed on the World Heritage List in 2000.

© Our Place – The World Heritage Collection

Isabel Rigol
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The scarlet stain of 
the bucare trees 

The master’s house was built at the 
highest location in order to overlook the 
site, and it was almost always on two levels, 
using typologies different from Spanish 
ones. The plan was compact and lacking 
the inner courtyard of a Cuban house. 
Generally, the kitchens, coach houses and 
latrines were outside facilities attached to 
the main house. The windows, lacking the 
colourful fanlights commonplace in Cuba 
in the 19th century, used transparent or 
translucent glass to capture more light 
in the misty environment. Wooden roof 
structures, covered by cedarwood roof 
planks and sometimes metal, were pitched 
to allow water to run off. 

Hardy settlers used available materials 
such as limestone and wood, building the 

t night under a full moon, 
the lights of Haiti can be 
seen from the eastern 
end of Cuba. This short 
distance meant that 

during the dramatic events of the Haitian 
Revolution (1791–1804), landowners from 
Saint-Domingue landed on the Cuban 
shores, fleeing the flames and the violent 
executions carried out by rebel slaves. From 
the end of the 18th to the beginning of the 
19th centuries, waves of wealthy French 
settlers, their properties destroyed, crossed 
the Windward Passage to land in Cuba with 
their slaves. 

Because coffee requires a cool 
climate, the French acquired lands in the 
unoccupied highlands of the Sierra Maestra 
to rebuild their fortunes by applying 
coffee-growing techniques previously 
used in Saint-Domingue, thus creating an 
economic miracle. The plantations adapted 
to the abrupt mountain topography and 
were organized into domestic, service 
and production areas, paths and water 
installations for irrigation and processing.

earthquake-resistant structures that were 
so essential in this region. 

Production elements mainly comprised 
the mill and bakery, dryers and fermentation 
tanks. In larger plantations, the store was 
separate, but in smaller ones, the ground 
floor was used for storage while the upper 
floor housed the owner. Sometimes, the 
lower level was also used for production. And 
in other cases, the steep pitch of the main 
house roof provided space for a loft to store 
the coffee. Within the complex were also 
the foreman’s house, slave dwellings (huts 
or barracks), infirmary-jailhouse and a casa 
de criollitos (crèche) for slave children. The 
plantations also had small graveyards where 
the deceased masters and their slaves were 
laid to rest. A network of paths interconnected 
the plantations and enabled communication 
with the city and shipping ports. 

A The master’s house was built at the highest 
location in order to overlook the site, and 

it was almost always on two levels.

Mill from La Isabelica Plantation.
© Our Place – The World Heritage Collection
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The settlers also built waterworks such as 
arcaded aqueducts with channels to bring 
in water from rivers and springs, weirs and 
reservoirs for water storage. They laid out 
beautiful gardens with exotic local flowers. 
According to correspondence from the 
period, a Tinkinia orchid was brought to the 
Sierra from the Gulf of Tonkin by a Frenchman, 
evidence of this society’s broad horizons. 

‘Influence on the landscape was such 
that even from a distance, in a place known 
as Monterus (probably Mont Rouge) in 
Guantánamo, it was possible to see the 
groves of bucare in spring, a tree brought by 
the French to provide shade for the coffee 
shrubs, showing off their red blossom and 
resulting in a scarlet stain across the green 
surface of the mountains – a strange sight in 
this environment where nature is generally 
a combination of shades of green.’ 

Misfortunes of 
plantation owners

Despite the bonanza they achieved, 
French-Haitian plantation owners endured 
great misfortune. Following the Napoleonic 
invasion of Spain in 1808, many were 
expelled from Cuba, forced to take refuge 
in Louisiana, returning to the Island some 
years later. These comings and goings 
resulted in greater cultural fusion.

Wars of independence, intensive in 
eastern Cuba from 1868 to the end of 
the 19th century, also ruined many coffee 
plantations. Similarly, loss of the United 
States market due to increased Brazilian 
coffee production had a significant impact. 
In short, few plantations made it to the 
20th century unscathed.  

Archaeological expeditions by Francisco 
Prat Puig and Fernando Boytel in the 1940s 

and 1950s pioneered research into the 
region. Several doctoral theses currently in 
progress bear witness to the significance of 
their work.

 
Landscape transformation 

The World Heritage property, known 
as Archaeological Landscape of the First 
Coffee Plantations in the South-East of 
Cuba, has 171 historic coffee plantations 
covering 81,475 ha. In Santiago de Cuba 
there are 139 at Gran Piedra, El Cobre 
and Dos Palmas. A further 32 belong to 
the province of Guantánamo in Yateras, 
Niceto Pérez, El Salvador and Municipio 
Guantánamo.  

The complex includes such plantations as 
La Isabelica in Gran Piedra, with its master’s 
house and other traces restored for museum 
use since 1961. A tourist complex built with 
local materials is ideal for relaxation and 
the enjoyment of nature. A spectacular 
botanical garden was created in the 
foundations of La Siberia coffee plantation, 
and La Soledad in Tí Arriba is a museum 
dedicated to the patriot José Maceo. 

A network of paths interconnected the 
plantations and enabled communication 

with the city and shipping ports.

Fraternidad Plantation’s main house with its steep roofs.
© Julio Larramendi
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In 1998, the Cultural Heritage of 
the Caribbean and the World Heritage 
Convention workshop, organized by UNESCO 
in Fort de France, Martinique, highlighted 
the importance of Caribbean cultural 
landscapes as a fundamental part of heritage 
in this subregion. Subsequently, the Regional 
Experts Meeting on Plantation Systems in 
the Caribbean, organized by UNESCO in 
Paramaribo, Suriname, in 2001, and the 
Slave Route Project of 2006, considered the 
concept of cultural landscape (adopted by 
the World Heritage Committee in 1992) and, 
in particular, plantation systems, as being 
representative of the complexities of the 
Caribbean legacy and its countless places of 
memory. Yet in spite of the vast wealth of 
the Caribbean in this respect, so far only two 
cultural landscapes in the region have been 
added to the World Heritage List: Viñales 
Valley in 1999 and the coffee plantations 
described above in 2000, both sites in Cuba. 

The Cuban plantations were listed under 
the following criteria:

(iii) The remains of the 19th- and early 
20th-century coffee plantations in eastern 
Cuba are unique and eloquent testimony to 
a form of agricultural exploitation of virgin 
forest, the traces of which have disappeared 
elsewhere in the world. 

Meanwhile, the imposing main house 
of the Fraternidad estate is due to be 
restored in the near future. Other accessible 
ruins include La Gran Sofía, La Idalia and 
Kentucky.

This was a true civilization that 
transformed the landscape and brought 
together new traditions and languages 
whose cultural and social impact was highly 
significant in Santiago de Cuba and other 
eastern settlements. 

The melting pot of ethnicities and their 
group customs, their adaptation to a unique 
territory in a land under Spanish domination, 
led to this diversity that transcends Cuban 
borders that was recognized by UNESCO 
when the property was inscribed on the 
World Heritage List.

Contribution of slaves 
This cultural landscape is classified as 

evolutionary relict or fossil. Nevertheless, 
it also includes landscapes associated with 
the beliefs of slaves. While it is important 
to express the skill of settlers in setting up 
the coffee plantations, we must not forget 
the significant contribution of slaves to their 
success, generally at the cost of much sweat 
and blood, expressed in numerous Places of 
Memory of the Slave Route. 

(iv) The production of coffee in eastern 
Cuba during the 19th and early 20th 
centuries resulted in the creation of a 
unique cultural landscape, illustrating a 
significant stage in the development of this 
form of agriculture. 

Legal protection for 
World Heritage sites 

The coffee plantations site is protected 
by Cuba’s 1977 Cultural Heritage Act No. 1 
and the National and Local Monuments Act 
No. 2. Resolution No. 99 of Cuba’s National 
Committee for Monuments classified it as a 
National Monument in 1991. Furthermore, 
Cuba’s 1997 Environmental Act No. 81 
protects this natural landscape, where there 
are significant species such as arboreal 
ferns. The Gran Piedra mountains are part 
of the Baconao Biosphere Reserve, as stated 
by UNESCO in 1987. 

In Santiago de Cuba, the Office of 
the Conservator of the City and the 
Provincial Heritage Centre in Guantánamo 
manage the site, following guidelines laid 
down by the National Cultural Heritage 
Council. Branches of Cuba’s Departments 
for Agriculture, Tourism and Science, 
Technology and the Environment also play 
a role. 

In Focus    First Coffee Plantations in the South-East of Cuba

© Julio Larramendi

Distinctive landscape of Mont Rouge or Monterus, Guantánamo.
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Main house and aqueduct from Fraternidad Plantation.
© Julio Larramendi
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The main house from La Isabelica Plantation is now a museum.
© Our Place – The World Heritage Collection
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up a plan listing requirements indispensable 
for the management of the site. Personnel 
from two museums, La Isabelica in 
Gran Piedra and La Soledad in Tí Arriba, 
contribute to management. 

Hurricanes are a serious annual threat. In 
2012, hurricane Sandy felled large trees and 
demolished walls at the coffee plantations, 
with devastating consequences. Lack of 
suitable transport for difficult-to-access 
sites has prevented full assessment of the 
damage.

Residents, coffee and fruit producers, 
who also carry out forestry work, have few 
resources. Many of them are descendants of 
Franco-Haitians and are well aware of their 
important heritage. Yet there is a risk that 
younger generations will fail to perpetuate 
this legacy. 

Clearly the conservation and wise use of 
this exceptional site is a major challenge, 
given the location in a mountainous territory 
and scarcity of means. The Office of the 
Conservator is planning to promote positive 
tourism to help support the preservation 

of the site and favour the creation of jobs, 
bringing in private initiative, organizing 
communal engagement and education and 
stabilizing the various populations in order 
to stem the exodus.

Projects 
Several international cooperation projects 

currently being studied should help to 
achieve these goals. Initially, there are plans 
to restore the Fraternidad Coffee Plantation 
and start sustainable economic management 
of the overall coffee plantation heritage. 

It is crucial to bear in mind that 
these territories, in addition to their 
recognized and tangible merits as remnant 
archaeological landscapes of the agricultural 
production of the past, also contain areas 
and communities that can still produce and 
create new values.  

In the near future, given the genesis of 
these Franco-Haitian coffee plantations in 
Cuba, it would be useful to undertake a 
comparative study of their historical and 
typological relationship with the formidable 
18th-century archaeological site of coffee 

plantations formed by Sabourin, Dion, 
Latour, Lasaline and others discovered in 
2009 in the Matheux Mountains of Haiti, 
as well as comparisons with the Blue 
Mountains and John Crow Mountains of 
Jamaica. They are nearby and their possible 
inclusion in World Heritage is currently 
being evaluated. Such work, in addition 
to disseminating knowledge, could foster 
multinational cooperation projects. 

According to the Santiago de Cuba 
Declaration on Cultural Landscapes in the 
Caribbean: 

‘Caribbean cultural landscapes, 
in addition to their significance as 
examples of the historical relationship 
between human beings and their natural 
environment, offer an enormous potential 
for the sustainable development and 
improvement of the standards of living 
of their population given their immense 
capacity for production, cultural tourism, 
leisure and recreation.’  
There is no doubt that a better 

management plan combined with efficient 
leveraging of the potential of the First 
Coffee Plantations in the South-East of Cuba 
would allow us to reap the benefits of the 
culture/development pairing, in accordance 
with UNESCO’s aims, particularly as culture 
is included in the post-2015 International 
Development Agenda.  

Initially, there are plans to restore the Fraternidad 
Coffee Plantation and start sustainable economic 

management of the overall coffee plantation heritage.

Garden in the ruins of La Siberia Plantation.
© Julio Larramendi
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Konso Cultural Landscape (Ethiopia) was inscribed on the World Heritage List in 2011.

© Ellen Mack

Yonas Beyene
Association for Research and Conservation of Cultures (ARCC);
and French Center for Ethiopian Studies (CFEE), Ethiopia

Konso
Ethiopia’s living 
cultural landscape
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Konso Cultural Landscape, which calculates 
the area at about 230 km2. This includes 
fifty-four Konso settlements, the most 
densely populated of which are found to 
the north-east.

Shaping a history 
The reconstruction of Konso history is 

mainly based on oral traditions and linguistic 
studies. Konso elders believe that the first 
settlers from the east and north reached 
the site about twenty generations ago. 
Confirmation is provided by incisions made 
on the wooden monuments erected in the 
sacred forests which were destined to count 
generations. These wooden monuments 
show carved symbols (rings) whereby each 
ring represents a ritual leader in office, thus 
documenting the passage of generations. 
The Kala, the current ritual leader, claims to 
be the twentieth of this line.

Although inconclusive, archaeological 
work conducted in Konso has provided some 
dates. It has been noted that beads found in 
the course of excavations may be compared 

onso Cultural Landscape lies in 
southern Ethiopia, about 580 km 
south of Addis Ababa, the capital 
city. The area is inhabited by the 
Konso people who belong to 

the various Cushitic-speaking ethnic groups 
of Ethiopia. The name Konso refers both to 
the land and to its inhabitants. The Konso 
landscape is marked out by high-rising 
Precambrian basement rock, with volcanic 
hills at the centre. It also marks the end of 
the major Ethiopian Rift which lies to the 
south of Ganjuli graben. The hilly part of the 
Konso heartland is bounded in all directions 
except to the north-west by low-lying 
plains. The terraced agricultural system of 
the Konso spreads across the rugged hills at 
1,400–2,000 m above sea level. This is the 
cultural landscape designated as a World 
Heritage site in 2011.

Historians have estimated that the 
Konso settlements and their distribution 
of terraces cover approximately 225 km2 – 
as confirmed by the precise map that was 
recently prepared for the nomination file of 

with assemblages discovered elsewhere in 
East Africa which have been dated within 
the last 500 years. Considering the lower 
age limit of this estimation, the claims made 
by oral tradition for the early settlement of 
the Konso may well be correct.

Prior to the incorporation of their land into 
the Ethiopian Empire in 1890, the Konso 
were ruled by their own ritual leaders and 
council of elders. After 1890, although 
the central government ruled through the 
governors it appointed, the Konso way of life 
did not change, nor did the role of traditional 
governance. The Konso people have been 
studied by a number of ethnographers 
and anthropologists and most agree that 
the leadership role of the ritual leaders 
has always been maintained thanks to the 
continued exercise of cultural rites. In this 
way the people continued to control the 
ancestral ritual forests and land they owned.

Konso Cultural Landscape was inscribed 
on the World Heritage List in view of its 
‘unique or at least exceptional testimony it 
bears to a cultural tradition or a civilization 

The Konso conserve their terraces collectively and regularly.
© Vicki Brown (Solimar International)
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which is living or which has disappeared;’ 
and because it affords ‘… an outstanding 
example of a traditional human settlement 
or land-use which is representative of a 
culture (or cultures), or human interaction 
with the environment especially when it 
has become vulnerable under the impact 
of irreversible change’ (Konso Cultural 
Landscape Nomination File, 2010).

The listed area is characterized by 
extensive drystone agricultural terraces 
contouring the hills and giving the landscape 
its unique characteristics. After harvesting 
in September, the parallel lines of the 
terraces and their engineering and artistic 
workmanship can best be appreciated. 
After the rains, however, the landscape 
becomes lush green as a variety of trees and 
mixed crops begin to grow.

The core area of the Konso landscape 
is covered with terraces stretching over 
65 km2. The terraces also extend beyond the 
walled towns and continue further south 
and west into the Doha and Kolme regions, 
covering a total of 236 km2. Some of these 

terraces are up to 5 m high and together 
they form 4 m to 8 m terrace saddles. 
During the rainy season, water seeps slowly 
down from higher to lower levels. 

The Konso are an agricultural people who 
practise mixed farming. They grow mainly 
millet, which is also used to make chaka, a 
traditional drink. Over five different types 
of millet are currently harvested, as well as 
coffee, cotton, soya bean, corn, banana, chat 
(qat) and papaya. The Konso do not use oxen 
for ploughing because they could destroy 
the carefully built terraces. Instead they use 
a specially designed digging tool. They also 
grow Moringa stenopetala, a tree known 
locally as ‘Haleko’ whose leaves are eaten 
with balls of millet and meat. These trees are 
found at every terraced farm, as they also 
serve to stabilize the soil on the terraces. 

Visitors to Konso will be fascinated 
by the view of the terraces, which have 
witnessed hundreds of years of persistent 
human struggle to harness this hard, dry, 
rocky landscape. As the anthropologist 
C. R. Hallpike put it, ‘… Perhaps nowhere 
else in traditional Ethiopia has the hand of 
man so impressed itself on the landscape 
as in Konso’. 

Walled towns  
In addition to the drystone terraces, Konso 

Cultural Landscape is also characterized by 
the walled towns inhabited by the Konso 
people to the east and north of Konso 
lands. These towns are built in accordance 
with a settlement pattern that takes 
into consideration altitude, geographical 
location and the distribution of clans. 

The listed area is characterized by extensive 
drystone agricultural terraces contouring the hills 

and giving the landscape its unique characteristics.

© Marco Di Leo

The Konso practise mixed farming and grow mainly millet.

W o r l d  H e r i t a g e  N o .  6 9 43

In
 F

o
cu

s



The Konso favour the hilltops when it 
comes to building their traditional towns. This 
affords the towns a view of the lowlands and 
the roads leading to markets, other villages, 
forests, burials and farms. Those who settle 
outside the core area live in small groups of 
houses forming a cluster of hamlets. 

Each walled town is surrounded by one 
to six circles of drystone walls, which are 
sometimes 3.8 metres thick (in Dokatu) 
and up to 4 m high and are built with large 
to medium-sized boulders. A few gates 
set in the walls for day-to-day traffic were 
formerly guarded by designated individuals. 
Today they are closed with flimsy barriers 
to keep animals from straying. Such towns 
accommodate between 4,000 to 12,000 
people, who still observe the traditional 
way of life.

The organization of the Konso walled 
towns is based on the ward system. Any 
given town can be subdivided into as many 
as four wards called kantas. Members of the 
nine Konso clans are organized into a single 
kanta. Each ward has its own public space 
known as a mora and each mora has a single 
one-storey thatched house known as a pafta 
at one end, which serves as a gathering and 
sleeping place for young people and guests. 
The pafta is built using seven to twelve poles 
and flat stone linings. Some of the walled 
towns have as many as nineteen moras. 

Stelae, forests and ponds   
The Konso traditionally erect stone stelae 

called daga-hela, which serve ceremonial 
and ritual purposes and mark the transfer 
of responsibilities from one generation 
to the next. Stelae are also erected to 
commemorate heroic figures. Those who 
have performed some remarkable service 
to the community see their generation 
stones placed in the main mora so that all 
members can see and learn from it. Also, 
a generation-marking tree called Ulahita 
is planted every eighteen years. Carved 
wooden anthropomorphic figures called 
waka, representing heroes, are also set up 
in the mora. Finally, the mora also serves 
as a dancing venue during festivities, as 
a storytelling spot for the elders and as 
a meeting place for the community as a 
whole. The Konso landscape is also dotted 
with small forest groves used as living and 
burial areas for ritual leaders. In three such 
forests, called Kalla, Bamale and Kuffa, or 

World Heritage status has brought pride to the 
Konso communities and their administrators, as 

well as a commitment to safeguard their heritage.

© Vicki Brown (Solimar International)

Konso Cultural Landscape is a 55 km2 arid property of stone-walled terraces 
and fortified settlements in the Konso highlands of Ethiopia.
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just outside them, these leaders live and 
perform their rites. The traditional lands 
of these leaders, also located outside the 
forests, are a reserve for juniper used for 
ritual purposes, but also for traditional 
medicinal plants.

Ponds constructed using traditional 
engineering skills are also part of the Konso 
landscape. Well-located, low-lying spots in 
the catchments are selected for reservoirs, 
which are built by all members of the 
community living in the walled towns. 

World Heritage status  
Konso is a complex cultural landscape 

that has produced unique architecture, 
modes of land use, space planning and 
management, resource mobilization and 
ritual practices, and combined them in an 
otherwise hostile environment. 

Konso Cultural Landscape is consequently 
a living landscape in which the Konso 
people lead their daily lives. World Heritage 
status has brought pride to the Konso 
communities and their administrators, as 
well as a commitment to safeguard their 
heritage. This pride was demonstrated 
by the celebrations to mark the site’s 

inscription on the World Heritage List, 
which assembled the federal and regional 
high authorities including the Prime Minister 
of the nation, the President of the regional 
state, and several high-ranking decision-
makers, all of whom are committed to the 
conservation of this heritage. In June 2013, 
on the occasion of the commemoration 
of the second anniversary of inscription, 
the Konso people organized a symposium 
in which their history, language, culture 
and cultural landscape were discussed 
by elders and scholars, in an event that 
served to demonstrate the determination 
of all the major stakeholders to ensure the 
conservation of Konso Cultural Landscape.

The Konso people continue to cultivate 
and conserve their terraces in the 
traditional way. The agricultural system 
and the terraces are central to the overall 
Konso identity and culture around which 
all other aspects of life revolve. The people 
continue to live in their walled towns 
where the traditional Konso social fabric is 
well maintained, following their ancestral 
traditions in the integrity of their intangible 
and tangible heritages. Conservation of the 
terraces, moras and other public and private 

properties remains a collective undertaking 
and the erection of the stelae and related 
rituals are still practised in some places.

However, as is the case everywhere 
else in the world, certain risks still 
threaten the Konso Cultural Landscape. 
The stone terraces are not threatened 
but the introduction of new ways of life 
and a shortage of traditional building 
materials have led to certain changes in the 
construction of houses within the walled 
towns. People are gradually changing 
the roofs of their homes from thatch to 
corrugated iron. The paftas in the public 
spaces are still maintained with traditional 
materials, however. But population 
pressure in the walled towns, as well as 
the growth of modern towns with new 
job opportunities, prompt young people to 
leave their traditional towns and head for 
the cities. These factors could be mitigated 
and a balanced conservation maintained 
with a well-thought-out management plan.

New criteria will also be proposed 
regarding the intangible heritage, which 
could justify the Konso status as a unique 
surviving megalithic culture, with a long-
standing tradition of erection of stelae.  

© Marco di Leo

Konso Cultural Landscape is also characterized by the walled towns inhabited by the Konso people.
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Oaxaca, from the Nahuatl word Huaxyacac, means ‘over the nose’ or ‘at the 
top of the huaje trees’. With its 95,000 square kilometres, the Oaxaca State is 
made up of eight regions. 

Here you will find a destination for every occasion and to suit all tastes: from 
the highlands of the Sierra Norte and Sierra Sur, to the mysticism of Cañada 
and Mixteca, through the warmth of Papaloapan and the tranquillity of the Coast, 
festivity in the Isthmus and cultural richness in the Central Valleys, where the 
capital is considered to be cultural and historical World Heritage site.

Due to its geographic diversity, in Oaxaca State you will find warm-tropical to 
temperate-cold temperatures, which enriches the tourist experience even more.

Cuisine
Oaxaca’s identity includes one of the best culinary traditions of the region.
To taste one of the seven different moles, a delicious tlayuda or chapulines is 

to carry Oaxaca in your heart; bread, cheese, chorizo, tamales and many other 
delicacies await you in this beautiful land.

Drinks deserve a special mention: fresh waters with exotic flavours, lemon 
and chia, almond and tuna, tiger nut milk and walnut, and melon are but a small 
sample, as well as the notable tejate, made with maize and cocoa; and, of 
course, mezcal, Mexico’s thousand-year-old spirit, an excellent aperitif and warm 
companion during chats and social gatherings.

Visit the local markets, such as Benito Juárez and 20 de noviembre, and enjoy 
a new world through food.

Traditions  
Easter Week. The most important week in the Catholic faith, accompanied 

by a huge variety of cultural statements; biblical re-enactments of the Passion of 
Christ are experienced in temples and on the streets. From the solemnity of the 
Way of the Cross and the Crucifixion, with processions and washing of the feet, 
to the festive atmosphere of the Resurrection, Easter Week in Oaxaca will win 
you over. 

Day of the Samaritan. This is a tradition that re-enacts a biblical passage, 
and which today is celebrated on the fourth Friday of Lent (in early March), 
where people set up stalls on the streets to give away different flavoured waters, 
engendering a friendly and welcoming atmosphere for Mexican and foreign 
tourists.

La Guelaguetza. Originally from the Zapotecan language, Guelaguetza could 
be translated as “feast of the maize offering”. Internationally recognized as one of 
the world’s greatest and most important folk celebrations, La Guelaguetza brings 
together the eight regions of the Oaxaca State, making a clear statement of 
indigenous and mestizo pride, through dances and rites representing the cultural 
diversity of Oaxaca State.

The Cerro del Fortín houses the Auditorio Guelaguetza, a magnificent stage 
where the most colourful dance festival in the country is held on the two Mondays 
after 16 July (day of the Virgen del Carmen).

Among the Guelaguetza festivities it is worth highlighting Donají la leyenda, 
which is a historic epic about the wars between Zapotecan and Mixtecan nations, 
where the destiny of the beautiful Princess Donají is depicted, who in her life 
has to value love and loyalty. It is held one day before the presentations of the 
Mondays on the Hill. 

Day of the Dead. November is a magical month across Mexico, but even more 
so in Oaxaca. One of the most extraordinary traditions is remembering the dead 
in a satirical and colourful atmosphere, with sweets, food and music recreating 
a unique feast every year. The streets of the capital, on Alameda del León or in 
Plaza de la Danza, are each a spectacle decorated with images of up 10 metres 
per side, made with stained sand, representing a smiling and friendly death.

Pan-American Rally. Started in 1950, this rally takes place in October or 
November, with a procession of beautiful cars crossing the Mexican Republic 
from the states of Chiapas to Tamaulipas, covering over 3,000 kilometres.

Night of the Radishes. Farmers and artisans of the Central Valley carve 
radishes up to 20 centimetres long, creating all sorts of figures: virgins, nativity 

scenes, horse shows, altars to the dead, the Guelaguetza auditorium, busts of 
famous people and myriad scenes from Oaxacan life. This wonderful tradition in 
artisanship is held every year on 23 December.

Craft 
Alebrijes. Its meaning is “difficult intricate thing of confused and fantastic type”. 

These are imaginary beings, a mixture of different types of real and mythological 
creatures, recreated in dreams and fashioned from carved wood, painted in lively 
and exotic colours. San Antonio Arrazola and San Martín Tilcajete are the main 
towns where objects of this sort are made, while these artistic treasures can be 
found throughout the state capital.

Porcelain and black clay pottery are key factors in the state’s handicraft 
production.

Glazed pottery, with brown and white background, based on flowery designs, 
is very common in the state capital and towns and villages in the Central Valleys. 

Porcelain, which is the masterpiece of potters, produces clay pieces shaped 
like animals, pots, jars, jugs, vases, moneyboxes, suns and moons, among others.

Unique in its mix of minerals that lend it its peculiar colour, black clay originates 
from San Bartolo Coyotepec, famous for its pottery and beautiful sculptures 
created by hand and baked in underground kilns.

The artisan hands of Oaxaca also create wool rugs, which happen to be 
created using traditional processes, dyed using natural colours and woven on 
handlooms. These jewels of dedication to and consistency of preservation of 
tradition are to be found in Teotitlán del Valle and Santa Ana del Valle, two small 
and welcoming towns near the state capital.

There is no limit to the artisanal imagination of Oaxaca; production of wicker 
baskets, hats, toys, bedclothes, suitcases, palm baskets, fans, huarache sandals, 
cases, jewellery, masks, rugs, elegant dresses and many more handcrafted 
objects is proof of this. Materials are as appreciated as they are innovative: palm, 
wood, stone, clay, leather, wool, gold and silver, to name but a few, astound 
anyone when they take the shape given to them by Oaxacan artisans.

Architecture
Every corner of Oaxaca is host to majestic monuments of colonial architecture, 

mainly from the 16th century.
Three temples and ex-convents from the Mixtecan age stand out: Teposcolula, 

Coixtlahuaca and Yanhuitlán, all magnificent works built by indigenous hands. In 
the Sierra Norte we find the temple of Santo Tomás in the town of Ixtlán, and the 

Oaxaca
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temple of San Mateo in the town of Capulalpam. And in the Central Valleys, one 
can admire the temples of San Andrés Huayapan, Tlalixtac de Cabrera and San 
Jerónimo Tlacochahuaya, and the temple of Tlacolula de Matamoros.

In the historic centre of the state capital there is an extremely significant 
architectural complex, made up of the following buildings: the end of the 16th and 
beginning of the 17th century Baroque style, Santo Domingo de Guzmán, exhibits 
magnificent gold-coloured plasterwork ornamentation, currently housing the 
Museum of Cultures; Basílica de Nuestra Señora de la Soledad, with its Baroque 
façade and splendid altarpieces.

This group includes San Agustín, San Juan de Dios (once the interim cathedral), 
La Defensa, Nuestra Señora de la Merced, La Compañía, and the ex-convent of 
Santa Catalina de Siena (today a hotel), temple of San Matías Jalatlaco, Sangre de 
Cristo, Carmen Alto and Carmen Bajo, and the temple of Guadalupe.

Archaeological sites  
Oaxaca has numerous archaeological ruins. Its wealth in natural resources and 

its location explain why pre-Hispanic peoples settled across the region.
To visit each of these treasures of the past leads us, with a little imagination, to 

experience the customs and traditions that have formed our present.
San José “El Mogote”, Dainzú, Yagul, Guiengola, Suchilquitongo, Lambityeco, 

Zaachila and Mitla “the city of the dead” are amazing ancestral sites that bear 
witness to the past.

The most important ceremonial centre in Zapotecan culture is Monte Albán. 
During the first half of the 20th century, Mexico’s Alfonso Caso carried out a series of 
digs that led him to find Tomb 7, containing the largest repository of Mesoamerican 
gold work discovered so far.

All these sites represent the splendour of development of cultures in Mexico 
before the arrival of the Spanish, most of them dating back to 500 BC.

Museums
Ancient representations of culture and arts are blended today with new artistic 

trends; Oaxaca, always at the forefront in this area, has key exhibition sites, such as:
*Centro Fotográfico Álvarez Bravo (Álvarez Bravo Photographic Centre)
*Instituto de Artes Gráficas de Oaxaca (Oaxaca Institute of Graphic Arts – 

IAGO)
*Museo de Arte Contemporáneo (Contemporary Art Museum)
*Museo Textil (Textile Museum)
*Museo de los Pintores (Museum of Painters)

*Museo del Ferrocarril (Railway Museum)
*Museo de las Artesanías (Museum of Crafts)
*Casa de la Cultura Oaxaqueña (Oaxacan Cultural House)
*Casa de la Ciudad (City House)
*Centro Cultural Santo Domingo (Santo Domingo Cultural Centre)
*Centro de las Artes de San Agustín (San Agustín Arts Centre)
*Museo de la Filatelia (Stamp Museum)
*Jardín Etnobotánico de Oaxaca (Oaxaca Ethnobotanical Garden)
*Centro Cultural San Pablo (San Pablo Cultural Centre) 

Transportation 
Oaxaca city has an international airport providing convenient connections to 

Mexico City and other domestic and international destinations, on routes serviced 
by Aeroméxico, Viva Aerobus, Volaris, Interjet and Aerotucán (regional airline); 
United Airlines provides connections to the US. 

By road, Oaxaca city has excellent links to the states of Puebla, Tlaxcala, 
Veracruz and the nation’s capital, Mexico City; there are also many bus routes 
providing safe and efficient travel.

Accommodation
Oaxaca city boasts first-class hotels; the offering includes 6,109 rooms, 428 

of which are 5-star, 1,755 4-star and 1,168 3-star. Hotels and travel agencies 
frequently offer attractive packages and discounts. 

Leading tourist destinations in Oaxaca have all the necessary services to 
ensure your comfort: currency exchange bureaus, bus and car hire, shopping 
centres, tour guides, ecotourism and equipment hire; but above all, when you 
come to Oaxaca, you will encounter the hospitality of its people and the warmth of 
one of Mexico’s best tourist destinations.

www.oaxaca.travel

Historic Centre of Oaxaca and 
Archaeological Site of Monte Albán
Inscribed on the World Heritage List in 1987

http://www.oaxaca.travel


New World 
Heritage sites 2013

Namib Sand Sea (Namibia).
© GeoJuice

Nineteen new sites were inscribed on the World 
Heritage List at the 37th session of the World Heritage 
Committee held in Phnom Penh (Cambodia) from 
16 to 27 June 2013. The World Heritage List now 
numbers 981 properties: 759 cultural, 193 natural 
sites and 29 mixed. Fiji and Qatar had their first sites 
inscribed on the List this year, as well as Lesotho, 
whose first World Heritage site is an extension to 
uKhalamba Drakensberg Park in South Africa.
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CULTURAL SITES

© Ruy Salaverry, Tijuca National Park

© Honghe Hani Terrace Administration of Honghe Preferture

Red Bay, established by Basque mariners in the 16th century at the 
north-eastern tip of Canada on the shore of the Strait of Belle Isle, 
is an archaeological site that provides the earliest, most complete 
and best preserved testimony of the European whaling tradition. 
Gran Baya, as it was called by those who founded the station in 
the 1530s, was used as a base for coastal hunting, butchering, 
rendering of whale fat to produce oil, and for storage. The site, 
which was used in the summer months, became a major source 
of whale oil to be shipped to Europe where it was used for 
lighting. Included are the remains of rendering ovens, cooperages, 
wharves, temporary living quarters and a cemetery, together 
with underwater remains of vessels and whalebone deposits. The 
station was used for some seventy years, before the local whale 
population was depleted.

Red Bay Basque Whaling Station (Canada)

Cultural Landscape of Honghe Hani Rice Terraces (China)

The Cultural Landscape of Honghe Hani Rice Terraces covers 
16,603 ha in southern Yunnan. It is marked by spectacular 
terraces that cascade down the slopes of the towering Ailao 
Mountains to the banks of the Hong River. Over the past 1,300 
years, the Hani people have developed a complex system of 
channels to bring water from the forested mountaintops to 
the terraces. They have also created an integrated farming 
system that involves buffalo, cattle, duck, fish and eel and 
supports the production of red rice, the area’s primary crop. 
The inhabitants worship the Sun, moon, mountains, rivers, 
forests and other natural phenomena including fire. They 
live in eighty-two villages situated between the mountaintop 
forests and the terraces. The villages feature traditional 
thatched ‘mushroom’ houses. The resilient land management 
system of the rice terraces demonstrates extraordinary 
harmony between people and their environment, both 
visually and ecologically, based on exceptional and long-
standing social and religious structures.

Historic Monuments and Sites in Kaesong (Democratic People’s Republic of Korea)

Situated in Kaesong city, in the south of the country, the site consists of twelve separate components, 
which together testify to the history and culture of the Koryo dynasty from the 10th to 14th 
centuries. The geomantic layout of the former capital city of Kaesong, its palaces, institutions 
and tomb complex, defensive walls and gates embody the political, cultural, philosophical and 
spiritual values of a crucial era in the region’s history. The monuments inscribed also include an 
astronomical and meteorological observatory, two schools (including one dedicated to educating 
national officials) and commemorative steles. The site testifies to the transition from Buddhism to 
neo-Confucianism in East Asia and to the assimilation of the cultural, spiritual and political values 
of the states that existed prior to Korea’s unification under the Koryo dynasty. The integration of 
Buddhist, Confucian, Taoist and geomantic concepts is manifest in the planning of the site and 
the architecture of its monuments.

© Parks Canada
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Levuka Historical Port Town (Fiji)

The town and its low line of buildings set among coconut 
and mango trees along the beach front was the first colonial 
capital of Fiji, ceded to the British in 1874. It developed from 
the early 19th century as a centre of commercial activity by 
Americans and Europeans who built warehouses, stores, port 
facilities, residences, and religious, educational and social 
institutions around the villages of the South Pacific island’s 
indigenous population. It is a rare example of a late colonial 
port town that was influenced in its development by the 
indigenous community which continued to outnumber the 
European settlers. Thus the town, an outstanding example 
of late 19th-century Pacific port settlements, reflects the 
integration of local building traditions by a supreme naval 
power, leading to the emergence of a unique landscape.

Bergpark Wilhelmshöhe (Germany)

Descending a long hill dominated by a giant statue of Hercules, 
the monumental water displays of Wilhelmshöhe were begun by 
Landgrave Karl von Hesse-Kassel in 1689 around an east-west 
axis and were developed further into the 19th century. Reservoirs 
and channels behind the Hercules monument supply water to 
a complex system of hydro-pneumatic devices that supply the 
site’s large Baroque water theatre, grotto, fountains and 350 m 
long Grand Cascade. Beyond this, channels and waterways wind 
across the axis, feeding a series of dramatic waterfalls and wild 
rapids, the geyser-like Grand Fountain which leaps 50 m, the lake 
and secluded ponds that enliven the Romantic garden created 
in the 18th century by Karl’s great-grandson, Elector Wilhelm I. 
The great size of the park and its waterworks along with the 
towering Hercules statue constitute an expression of the ideals 
of absolutist monarchy while the ensemble is a remarkable 
testimony to the aesthetics of the Baroque and Romantic periods.

Hill Forts of Rajasthan (India)

The serial site, situated in the state of Rajasthan, includes 
six majestic forts in Chittorgarh, Kumbhalgarh, Sawai 
Madhopur, Jhalawar, Jaipur and Jaisalmer. The eclectic 
architecture of the forts, some up to 20 km in perimeter, 
bears testimony to the power of the Rajput princely states 
that flourished in the region from the 8th to 18th centuries. 
Enclosed within defensive walls are major urban centres, 
palaces, trading centres and other buildings, including 
temples that often predate the fortifications within which 
developed an elaborate courtly culture that supported 
learning, music and the arts. Some of the urban centres 
enclosed in the fortifications have survived, as have many of 
the site’s temples and other sacred buildings. The forts use 
the natural defences offered by the landscape: hills, deserts, 
rivers and dense forests. They also feature extensive water-
harvesting structures, largely still in use today.

© Department of National Heritage

© DRONAH
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Medici Villas and Gardens in Tuscany (Italy)

Twelve villas and two pleasure gardens spread across the Tuscan 
countryside make up this site, which bears testimony to the 
influence the Medici family exerted over modern European culture 
through its patronage of the arts. Built between the 15th and 17th 
centuries, they represent an innovative system of rural construction 
in harmony with nature and dedicated to leisure, the arts and 
knowledge. The villas embody an innovative form and function, a 
new type of princely residence that differed from the farms owned 
by rich Florentines of the period and from the military might of 
baronial castles. The Medici villas form the first example of the 
connection between habitat, gardens and the environment and 
became an enduring reference for princely residences throughout 
Italy and Europe. Their gardens and integration into the natural 
environment helped to develop the appreciation of landscape 
characteristic of Renaissance humanism.

© Sorush Angabini

© Public Relations Division, Yamanashi Prefecture

Fujisan, Sacred Place and Source of Artistic Inspiration (Japan)

The beauty of the solitary, often snow-capped, stratovolcano, 
known around the world as Mount Fuji, rising above villages, 
tree-fringed sea and lakes, has long inspired artists and poets and 
been the object of pilgrimages. Its representation in Japanese 
art goes back to the 11th century but 19th-century woodblock 
prints have made Fujisan an internationally recognized icon 
of Japan and have had a deep impact on the development of 
Western art. The inscribed property consists of twenty-five sites 
which reflect the essence of Fujisan’s sacred landscape. In the 
12th century, Fujisan became the centre of training for ascetic 
Buddhism, which included Shinto elements. On the upper 
1,500 m tier of the 3,776 m mountain, pilgrim routes and crater 
shrines have been inscribed alongside sites around the base 
of the mountain including Sengen-jinja shrines, Oshi lodging 
houses, and natural volcanic features such as lava tree moulds, 
lakes, springs and waterfalls, which are revered as sacred. 

© Departement constructions et restauration

Golestan Palace (Islamic Republic of Iran)

The lavish Golestan Palace is a masterpiece of the Qajar 
era, embodying the successful integration of earlier Persian 
crafts and architecture with Western influences. The walled 
Palace, one of the oldest groups of buildings in Tehran, 
became the seat of government of the Qajar family, which 
came into power in 1779 and made Tehran the capital 
of the country. Built around a garden featuring pools as 
well as planted areas, the palace’s most characteristic 
features and rich ornaments date from the 19th century. It 
became a centre of Qajari arts and architecture of which 
it is an outstanding example and has remained a source 
of inspiration for Iranian artists and architects to this day. 
It represents a new style incorporating traditional Persian 
arts and crafts and elements of 18th-century architecture 
and technology.
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Historic Centre of Agadez (Niger)

Known as the gateway to the desert, Agadez, on the 
southern edge of the Sahara desert, developed in the 
15th and 16th centuries when the Sultanate of Aïr was 
established and Touareg tribes were sedentarized in the 
city, respecting the boundaries of old encampments, 
which gave rise to a street pattern still in place today. The 
historic centre of the city, an important crossroads of the 
caravan trade, is divided into eleven quarters with irregular 
shapes. They contain numerous earthen dwellings and a 
well-preserved group of palatial and religious buildings 
including a 27 m high minaret made entirely of mud 
brick, the highest such structure in the world. The site 
is marked by ancestral cultural, commercial and craft 
traditions still practised today and presents exceptional 
and sophisticated examples of earthen architecture.

University of Coimbra – Alta and Sofia (Portugal)

Situated on a hill overlooking the city, the University of Coimbra 
with its colleges grew and evolved over more than seven centuries 
within the old town. Notable university buildings include the 
12h-century Cathedral of Santa Cruz and a number of 16th-
century colleges, the Royal Palace of Alcáçova, which has housed 
the university since 1537, the Joanine Library with its rich Baroque 
decor, the 18th-century Botanical Garden and University Press, as 
well as the large ‘University City’ created during the 1940s. The 
university’s edifices became a reference in the development of 
other institutions of higher education in the Portuguese-speaking 
world, where it also exerted a major influence on learning and 
literature. Coimbra is an outstanding example of an integrated 
university city with a specific urban typology, as well as its own 
ceremonial and cultural traditions that have been kept alive 
through the ages.

Wooden Tserkvas of the Carpathian Region in Poland and Ukraine (Poland / Ukraine)

Situated on the eastern fringe of eastern Europe, the 
transnational property numbers a selection of sixteen 
tserkvas, churches, built of horizontal wooden logs 
between the 16th and 19th centuries by communities of the 
Eastern Orthodox and Greek Catholic faiths. They represent 
the cultural expression of four ethnographic groups and 
the formal, decorative and technical characteristics they 
developed over time. The tserkvas bear testimony to a 
distinct building tradition rooted in Orthodox ecclesiastic 
design interwoven with elements of local tradition, and 
symbolic references to their communities’ cosmogony. 
The tserkvas are built on a tripartite plan surmounted by 
open quadrilateral or octagonal domes and cupolas. They 
feature wooden bell towers, iconostasis screens and interior 
polychrome decorations, as well as churchyards, gatehouses 
and graveyards.

© Universidade de Coimbra

©National Heritage Board of Poland
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Ancient City of Tauric Chersonese and its Chora (Ukraine)

The site features the remains of a city founded by Dorian Greeks in the 
5th century BC on the northern shores of the Black Sea. It encompasses 
six component sites with urban remains and agricultural lands divided 
into several hundreds of chora, rectangular plots of equal size. The plots 
supported vineyards whose production was exported by the city which 
thrived until the 15th century. The site features several public building 
complexes and residential neighbourhoods, as well as early Christian 
monuments alongside remains from Stone and Bronze Age settlements; 
Roman and medieval tower fortifications and water supply systems; and 
exceptionally well-preserved examples of vineyard planting and dividing 
walls. In the 3rd century AD, the site was known as the most productive 
wine centre of the Black Sea and remained a hub of exchange between 
the Greek, Roman and Byzantine empires and populations north of the 
Black Sea. It is an outstanding example of democratic land division linked 
to an ancient polis, reflecting the city’s social organization.

© QMA/QIAH (Qatar Museums Authority)

Al Zubarah Archaeological Site (Qatar)

The walled coastal town of Al Zubarah in the Gulf flourished as a pearling and trading centre in the late 18th and early 19th centuries, 
before it was destroyed in 1811 and abandoned in the early 1900s. Founded by merchants from Kuwait, Al Zubarah had trading links 
across the Indian Ocean, Arabia and Western Asia. A layer of sand blown from the desert has protected the remains of the site’s 
palaces, mosques, streets, courtyard houses and fishermen’s huts; its harbour and double defensive walls, a canal, walls and cemeteries. 
Excavation has only taken place over a small part of the site, which offers an outstanding testimony to an urban trading and pearl-diving 
tradition which sustained the region’s major coastal towns and led to the development of small independent states that flourished 
outside the control of the Ottoman, European and Persian empires and eventually to the emergence of the modern Gulf States.

© The Institute of Classical Archaeology — The University of Texas at Austin
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NATURAL SITES

© Fernando Ruiz Tomé

The 714,566 ha site comprises two distinct parts: the dormant volcanic 
Pinacate Shield of black and red lava flows and desert pavements to 
the east and, in the west, the Gran Altar Desert with its ever-changing 
and varied sand dunes that can reach a height of 200 m. This 
landscape of dramatic contrast notably features linear, star and dome 
dunes as well as several arid granite massifs, some as high as 650 m. 
The dunes emerge like islands from the sea of sand and harbour 
distinct and highly diverse plant and wildlife communities, including 
endemic freshwater fish species and the endemic Sonoran Pronghorn, 
which is only to be found in north-western Sonora and south-western 
Arizona (United States). Ten enormous, deep and almost perfectly 
circular craters, believed to have been formed by a combination of 
eruptions and collapses, also contribute to the dramatic beauty of the 
site whose exceptional combination of features is of great scientific 
interest. The site is also a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve.

Xinjiang Tianshan (China)

Xinjiang Tianshan has four components – Tomur, Kalajun-Kuerdening, 
Bayinbukuke and Bogda – totalling 606,833 ha and part of the Tianshan 
mountain system of Central Asia, one of the largest ranges in the world. 
Xinjiang Tianshan presents unique physical geographic features and 
scenically beautiful areas including spectacular snowy mountains and 
glacier-capped peaks, undisturbed forests and meadows, clear rivers and 
lakes and red bed canyons. These landscapes stand out against the vast 
adjacent desert landscapes, creating a striking visual contrast between hot 
and cold environments, dry and wet, desolate and luxuriant. The landforms 
and ecosystems of the site have been preserved since the Pliocene epoch 
and present an outstanding example of ongoing biological and ecological 
evolutionary processes. The site also extends into the Taklimakan Desert, 
one of the world’s largest and highest deserts, known for its large dune 
forms and great dust storms. Xinjiang Tianshan is moreover an important 
habitat for endemic and relict flora species, some rare and endangered.

Mount Etna (Italy)

Mount Etna is an iconic uninhabited site encompassing 19,237 ha on 
the highest part of the mountain on the eastern coast of Sicily. Etna 
is the highest Mediterranean island mountain and the most active 
stratovolcano in the world. The eruptive history of the volcano can be 
traced back 500,000 years and at least 2,700 years of this activity has 
been documented. The almost continuous eruptive activity of Mount 
Etna continues to influence volcanology, geophysics and other Earth 
science disciplines. The volcano also supports important terrestrial 
ecosystems, including endemic flora and fauna, and its activity makes it 
a natural laboratory for the study of ecological and biological processes. 
The diverse and accessible range of volcanic features such as summit 
craters, cinder cones, lava flows and the Valle de Bove depression have 
made the site a prime destination for research and education.

El Pinacate and Gran Desierto de Altar Biosphere Reserve (Mexico)

© Ente Paco Etna

© Pinacate
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© Paul van Schalkwyk

Namib Sand Sea (Namibia)

Namib Sand Sea is the only coastal desert in the 
world that includes extensive dune fields influenced 
by fog. Covering an area of over 3 million ha and 
a buffer zone of 899,500 ha, the site is composed 
of two dune systems, an ancient semi-consolidated 
one overlain by a younger active one. The desert 
dunes are formed by the transportation of materials 
thousands of kilometres from the hinterland, carried 
by river, ocean current and wind. It features gravel 
plains, coastal flats, rocky hills, inselbergs within 
the sand sea, a coastal lagoon and ephemeral 
rivers, resulting in a landscape of exceptional 
beauty. Fog is the primary source of water in the 
site, accounting for a unique environment in which 
endemic invertebrates, reptiles and mammals adapt 
to an ever-changing variety of microhabitats and 
ecological niches.

Tajik National Park (Mountains of the Pamirs) (Tajikistan)

Tajik National Park covers more than 2.5 million ha in the east of the country, at the centre of the so-called ‘Pamir Knot’, a meeting point 
of the highest mountain ranges on the Eurasian continent. It consists of high plateaux in the east and, to the west, rugged peaks, some 
of them over 7,000 m high, and features extreme seasonal variations of temperature. The longest valley glacier outside the polar region is 
located among the 1,085 glaciers inventoried in the site, which also numbers 170 rivers and more than 400 lakes. Rich flora species of both 
the south-western and central Asian floristic regions grow in the park which shelters nationally rare and threatened birds and mammals 
(Marco Polo argali sheep, snow leopards, Siberian ibex and more). Subject to frequent strong earthquakes, the park is sparsely inhabited 
and virtually unaffected by agriculture and permanent human settlements. It offers a unique opportunity for the study of plate tectonics 
and subduction phenomena.

© Alexey Butorin
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Wieliczka and Bochnia Royal Salt Mines (Poland)

Bochnia Royal Salt Mines are an extension to the 
Polish Wieliczka Salt Mine, inscribed on the World 
Heritage List in 1978, which is now to be known as 
the Wieliczka and Bochnia Royal Salt Mines. The 
Wieliczka Saltworks Castle used for the management 
of the property was also added to the site. The rock-
salt deposit in Wieliczka-Bochnia has been mined since 
the 13th century and is the oldest of its type in Europe. 
Spread over several levels, it has 300 km of galleries 
with underground chapels, storerooms and more. It 
includes altars and statues sculpted in the salt, making 
a fascinating pilgrimage into the past of a major 
industrial undertaking that developed over 700 years.

© Rafal Stachurski 

© Franco Pecchio

Mount Kenya National Park/Natural Forest (Kenya)

Mount Kenya-Lewa Wildlife conservancy was inscribed as 
an extension to Mount Kenya National Park/Natural Forest. 
The area added consists of a core of nearly 20,000 ha and 
a buffer zone of almost 70,000 ha. It is situated between 
the Tropical Montane ecosystem and the semi-arid savannah 
grasslands and its inscription completes the preservation of 
the ecological and biological processes preserved at Mount 
Kenya National Park, which was inscribed in 1997. The 
extension lies within the traditional migrating route of the 
African elephant population of the Mount Kenya National 
Park, world renowned as the location of the second highest 
peak in Africa, Mount Kenya, 5,199 m above sea level. The 
extinct volcano has twelve glaciers that are receding rapidly, 
and four secondary peaks overlooking U-shaped glacial 
valleys. With its rugged glacier-clad summits and forested 
middle slopes, Mount Kenya is one of the most impressive 
landscapes in East Africa.

Maloti-Drakensberg Park (Lesotho / South Africa)

Lesotho’s Sehlabathebe National Park has been inscribed as an 
extension to uKhahlamba Drakensberg Park (in South Africa). The site 
is now to be named Maloti-Drakensberg Park. The 6,550 ha addition 
to the existing site consists of a spectacularly beautiful watershed 
area that hosts flora and fauna of scientific importance. They include 
the Maloti minnow, a critically endangered fish species only to be 
found in the park. Other endangered species include the Cape vulture 
(Gyps coprotheres) and the bearded vulture (Gypaetus barbatus). 
Sehlabathebe National Park’s African Alpine tundra ecosystem 
with its 250 endemic plant species significantly enhances the value 
of uKhahlamba Drakensberg Park. It also features important rock 
paintings made by the San people, who have been living on the site 
for 4,000 years. 

EXTENSIONS

© butforthesky.com
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It was at Fresnes-sur-Escaut, in 1720, that the first pickaxe blows were 
struck in the history of mining in Nord-Pas-de-Calais.
For almost two and a half centuries, this adventure in mining and industry 
put Valenciennois at the forefront of progress, and today it still preserves its 
atmosphere of heritage, prestige and pioneering. Many sites are included 
on the UNESCO World Heritage List, including: 

- Wallers-Arenberg, one of the four principal sites in the history of the 
Nord-Pas-de-Calais mining basin. After its closure in 1989, the Arenberg 
pit was used in the setting of the famous film Germinal by Claude Berry. 
Then, once the projectors stopped rolling, former miners who worked 
as extras during the shooting continued to promote the site by offering 
guided tours. 

Other sites include:
- Château de l’Hermitage at Condé-sur-l’Escaut, where, in 1757, the 

foundation document of the Anzin Mining Company was signed, 
- The Sarteau Fire Pump at Fresnes: the only reminder in the region of the 

miners’ constant battle against encroaching waters,
- The remarkable mining cities, including many examples of the 

spectacular progress made by the Anzin Mining Company: the “Coron 
des 120” at Anzin, the “Coron de l’Église” at La Sentinelle, the “Thiers 
Ancienne” city at Bruay-sur-Escaut, “Soult Ancienne” at Fresnes-sur-
Escaut, the “Sabatier” and “du Pinson” cities at Raismes, Taffin & Solitude 
at Vieux-Condé, and others,

- Numerous slag heaps, pithead frames and pits: the Sabatier heap at 
Raismes (no. 175), the Renard heap at Denain (no. 162), the Dutemple 
pithead frame at Valenciennes, the pits of La Sentinelle and Mathilde at 
Denain.

Almost twenty years after coalmining ceased, Valenciennois now offers 
visitors a new insight into these remains of a society that ruled the Western 
world for two centuries:

- Le Cavalier Somain-Péruwelz, a former railway that ran between the 
extraction pits, has now been restored between Bruay-sur-Escaut in 
France and Peruwelz in Belgium, and is a green belt and a delightful 
walking route.

Collapsed mine shafts have now produced huge bodies of water and 
walking areas offering the opportunity to share nature with huge numbers of 
birds and exceptional plants:

- The Étangs de Chabaud Latour et de la Digue Noire at Condé-sur-
l’Escaut;

- The Étang d’Amaury at Hergnies;
- The Mare à Goriaux at Raismes.

Valenciennois, 
the birthplace 
of mining

All these sites can be discovered during heritage walks 
organised by the Valenciennes Tourist Office.

For more information:
contact@tourisme-porteduhainaut.fr or www.tourisme-porteduhainaut.fr

contact@tourismevalenciennes.fr or www.tourismevalenciennes.fr

© Samuel Dhote. OTPH. OTCVM

Site minier de Wallers-Arenberg.

© Samuel Dhote. OTPH. OTCVM

Pompe à feu du Sarteau,
Fresnes-sur-Escaut.

© Samuel Dhote. OTPH. OTCVM

Mare à Goriaux à Raismes.

© Samuel Dhote. OTPH. OTCVM

Château de l’Hermitage à Condé-sur-l’Escaut
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Bassin minier 
du Nord-Pas de Calais
inscrit sur la Liste du 
patrimoine mondial en 2012
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des Nations Unies

pour l’éducation,
la science et la culture
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The history of agricultural landscapes is one of long 

interaction between humans and nature and testifies to 

exchanges of influences, cultural traditions, landscapes 

and traditional use of land or sea. These are clearly 

cultural landscapes as defined by the World Heritage 

Committee in 1992.
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Palmeral of Elche (Spain) is an oasis, a system for agrarian production in arid areas. It is also a 
unique example of Arab agricultural practices on the European continent.



Interview with Parviz Koohafkan
GIAHS Coordinator, FAO and Bioversity International 

World Heritage:
Please explain in a few words the longstanding collaboration 
between FAO and UNESCO on Globally Important Agricultural 
Heritage Systems (GIAHS) around the world. 

Parviz Koohafkan: FAO and UNESCO have collaborated on 
GIAHS since its approval in 2002 as the United Nations Partnership 
Initiative and its presentation to the World Summit on Sustainable 
Development (Johannesburg, South Africa). UNESCO contributed 
to drawing up the GIAHS conceptual framework and selection 
criteria, sending representatives from the World Heritage Centre 
and the Man and the Biosphere (MAB) programme to various formal 
and informal meetings, workshops and conferences in Rome and 
elsewhere. FAO-GIAHS representatives have in turn participated in 
several UNESCO events. A number of GIAHS sites are also inscribed 
on the World Heritage List and/or are part of the MAB network. 
GIAHS projects are linked with UNESCO’s work at these sites in 
many practical ways, but also with regard to traditional knowledge 
and intangible heritage. GIAHS builds on existing initiatives and 
programmes, particularly those of UNESCO where they exist, and 
several collaborative actions are ongoing at local and national 
levels in various countries. For example, in the case of the World 
Heritage site of the Rice Terraces of the Philippines Cordilleras, the 
master plan prepared by UNESCO was reviewed and complemented 
by FAO in aspects such as the viability of the agricultural heritage 
and indigenous knowledge of managing land, water and crops, as 
well as the development of agrotourism and the labelling of unique 
products.

WH: What is the specific focus of projects on the ground and 
how do you obtain funding for them?

PK: GIAHS operates at global, national and local levels. At global 
level, by identification, selection and recognition of GIAHS through 

prior informed consent and policy commitment. At national level, by 
capacity-building in policy, regulatory and incentive mechanisms to 
safeguard these outstanding systems and use them as sustainability 
benchmarks. At local level, by empowerment of local communities 
and technical assistance for sustainable resource management, 
promoting traditional knowledge and enhancing the viability of 
these systems through preparation of an action plan and economic 
incentives such as payment for environmental services, eco-labelling 
of products and services, ecotourism, and so on.

A participatory action plan for dynamic conservation of each 
GIAHS is prepared through FAO technical cooperation mechanisms, 
with financial and technical assistance from third-party donors. 
In many cases, the Global Environment Facility has been the main 
source of funding. To date, some twenty-five GIAHS have been 
recognized in fifteen countries.

WH: You have invited UNESCO and its partners (e.g. ICCROM, 
IUCN, IFLA) to the steering committee of GIAHS – what are 
the benefits and advantages of this? 

PK: The assessment and evaluation of GIAHS candidates submitted 
by the Ministry of Agriculture of each country against the five GIAHS 
selection criteria [(i) outstanding local food provision, (ii) biodiversity, 
(iii) indigenous knowledge, (iv) cultural practices and (v) landscape 
features] are undertaken and endorsed on a consensus basis by an 
independent technical committee and submitted to a fifteen-member 

GIAHS builds on existing initiatives 
and programmes, particularly those of 
UNESCO where they exist, and several 

collaborative actions are ongoing at local 
and national levels in various countries.

Former Director of the Land and Water Division of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) in Rome; currently 
President of the World Agricultural Heritage Foundation and professor at the Asia Pacific University, Oita (Japan)

Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS)
In order to safeguard and support the world’s agricultural heritage systems, in 2002 FAO started an initiative for the dynamic conservation 
of Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS). GIAHS represent a unique subset of traditional agricultural systems that 
exemplify customary use of globally significant agricultural biodiversity and merit recognition as part of the heritage of humanity. These 
systems were defined by FAO in 2002 as remarkable land-use systems and landscapes that are rich in globally significant biological diversity 
evolving from the co-adaptation of a community with its environment and its needs and aspirations for sustainable development. The 
GIAHS initiative promotes public understanding, awareness, and national and international recognition of agricultural heritage systems. 
Looking to safeguard the social, cultural, economic and environmental goods and services these provide to family farmers, smallholders, 
indigenous peoples and local communities, the initiative fosters an integrated approach combining sustainable agriculture and rural 
development.
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steering committee for final endorsement. UNESCO and several other 
international organizations that deal with World Heritage programmes 
are invited to serve on the steering committee, thus bringing synergy 
and knowledge to GIAHS constituencies as well as improving 
cooperation and harmonization of approaches by all parties for the 
benefit of local communities and GIAHS recipient governments.

WH: Have you ever envisaged making GIAHS a more 
formal programme, or turning it into an international 
convention?
 
PK: We have indeed worked both within FAO governing bodies but 
also through UNESCO and the Convention on Biological Diversity 
programme of work and budget to formalize GIAHS recognition. 
We have had good support and made substantial progress. 
However, as you well know, intergovernmental processes are long 
and costly and while considering that aspect we also continue to 
work with countries, communities and partners to support them 
in their Globally and Nationally Important Agricultural Heritage 
Systems recognition and development efforts.

WH: Are any specific forms of agricultural systems 
underrepresented, such as agro-pastoral systems? 

PK: Actually we have Massai agro-pastoral systems in Kenya and 
the United Republic of Tanzania already recognized as GIAHS and 

candidates from other countries are in the pipeline (Mongolia, 
Islamic Republic of Iran, India, for example). We should make more 
effort to support the transhumant and nomadic agro-pastoral 
systems and their peoples, who have been most ingenious in their 
livelihood but are often neglected.

WH: The World Heritage Convention has recognized cultural 
landscapes since 1992. How do you see the global evolution 
of this heritage category and recognition of the intrinsic 
interaction between people and nature? 

PK: This category of World Heritage is gaining ground because of 
the importance of the landscape approach and the nature-culture 
relationship. In addition, landscapes are evolving rapidly due to 
agricultural transformation and unless we plan and work with 
communities for the sustainability of their livelihoods, we will be 
unable to conserve this agriculture and landscape heritage. FAO, 
UNESCO and their partner organizations should set up further 
collaborative programmes to address issues of food and nutrition 
security within the context of the post-Rio sustainable development 
agenda and to recognize the important role of small-scale family 
farms and indigenous communities in providing multiple goods 
and services. This is specifically what GIAHS is about and why we 
have made every effort to obtain recognition by the United Nations 
General Assembly and the celebration of the International Year of 
Family Farming in 2014.  

Rice Terraces of the Philippine Cordilleras (Philippines).
© Madeleine Holland
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Agricultural landscapes in a World Heritage context

gricultural landscapes are 
testimony to one of the greatest 
human adventures, which has 
allowed our species to develop 
treasures of ingenuity while 

adapting to the widest possible range of 
natural and economic backgrounds.

This adventure started some 10,000 years 
ago, somewhere in the fertile crescent of the 
Middle East, when hunter-gatherers who 
ate wild wheat and barley started to sow the 
grains they had set aside, and allowed some 
of the sheep and cattle they had captured 
to reproduce. History repeated itself a little 
later in China with rice and millet, then in 
New Guinea with taro, and then in Central 
America with maize and in the Andean 
region with potatoes. It is now believed that 
these seats of domestication of plants and 
animals appeared independently, and it is 
still unknown whether others, like those in 
the Indus Valley or in the Sahel-Sudanese 
Africa, also emerged independently or were 
inspired by them.1 

We are used to dividing the past into 
prehistory, which goes back to the age of 
the dinosaurs or further still, and history, 

Pierre-Marie Tricaud   
Agricultural engineer and landscape architect
International Scientific Committee on Cultural Landscapes IFLA-ICOMOS

which starts only with the advent of 
writing systems some 5,000 years ago. 
It is true that writing, cities and states, 
which appeared more or less together at 
that time, revolutionized our relations with 
each other and with nature. However, the 
change that occurred some 5,000 years 
earlier, when agriculture first appeared in 
the Neolithic, was no less significant and 
indeed laid the ground for what followed. 
For this reason it was termed the ‘Neolithic 
Revolution’. Without agriculture, humans 
would never have been able to dedicate 
time to activities other than searching for 
food, nor increase in number to the point 
at which they could exchange, circulate and 
improve their inventions, so they would not 
have invented everything that followed, 
including aircraft, computers and the World 
Heritage Convention.

Infinite diversity 
The immense diversity of agricultural 

systems can be seen in the vegetable, animal 
and even mineral produce that they include: 
basic foods provided by cereals (wheat, rice, 
maize, etc.) or tubers (potatoes, manioc, taro, 

etc.), each of which forms the foundation of 
a major area of civilization that subsequently 
spread around the world; fruit-bearing 
plants (vines, olive and apple trees, citrus 
fruit, date and banana trees, etc.), the juice 
of which could be fermented (wine, cider, 
etc.); oleaginous plants (olives, sunflower, 
soya, colza, oil palms, coconut and argan 
trees, etc.), sugar-bearing plants (cane and 
beet); stimulant plants (coffee, tea, cocoa 
and tobacco, etc.), which produce alkaloids 
and undergo elaborate transformation 
(drying of leaves, roasting of grains, etc.); 
textile plants (flax, hemp, cotton, jute, etc.); 
ruminants, which provide milk, meat, wool 
and leather but are also used as beasts of 
burden in numerous agro-pastoral systems; 
equidae, camelids, pigs, poultry and so on.

This diversity is also that of soil exploitation 
systems, which are the products of rural 
engineering without engineers, as the rural 
habitat is an architecture without architects: 
soil retention with planted terraces, the 
icon of Mediterranean countries and rice 
terraces of Asia; management of water, 
irrigation, discharge, canals, drainage, 
oases, marshes or polders; enclosures and 
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Alto Douro Wine Region (Portugal).
© Aires Almeida



Agricultural landscapes on the World Heritage List
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production 
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Meetings, thematic 

studies 

 

World Heritage List 
 

Tentative Lists 

 

Rice terrace 

systems 

 

Regional thematic 

meeting, Philippines, 

1995  

 

Philippine mountain ranges, subak system in 

Bali Province (Indonesia), Honghe Hani terraces 

(China) 

 

 

Vineyards 
 

Meeting of experts, 

Tokaj (Hungary), 2001. 

ICOMOS thematic study, 

2004  

 

Five inscribed vineyards: Saint-Émilion (France), 

Tokaj (Hungary), Alto Douro and Pico 

(Portugal), Lavaux (Switzerland) and several 

cultural landscapes where vines are prominent 

 

Champagne and Bourgogne 

(France), Piémont and 

Prosecco (Italy), Cape Region 

(South Africa)  
 

Associated 

crops, maize 

 

Meeting of experts on 

Caribbean plantation 

systems, Suriname, 2001 

 

Prehistoric Caves of Yagul and Mitla in Oaxaca 

Valley, Mexico (oldest evidence of 

domestication of gourds and maize, two of 

the three crops of milpa agriculture) 

 

 

Tubers, taro 
  

Kuk Early Agricultural Site (Papua New 

Guinea), region of cultivation of taro since 

Neolithic times 

 

 

Palm trees, 

oases 

 

Meeting on desert and 

oasis landscapes, 2001 

 

Palmeral of Elche (Spain) 
 

Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, 

Mauritania 
 

Coffee 
  

Archaeological landscape of first coffee 

plantations (Cuba), Colombian coffee 

landscape 

 

 

Alcohols, 

sugar 

  

Agave landscape and industrial installations in 

Tequila (Mexico) 

 

Boca de Nigua rum refinery 

and distillery (Dominican 

Republic) 
 

Mediterranean 

terrace 

systems (e.g. 

olives) 

  

Cinque Terre and Amalfi coast (Italy), Alto 

Douro (Portugal), Lavaux (Switzerland) may 

also be included in this category 

 

 

African 

terraces 

  

Sukur (Nigeria), Konso Region (Ethiopia) 
 

 

Mediterranean 

pastoralism 

 

Three meetings of 

experts (France, 2007 

and 2012, Albania, 

2009) 

 

Causses and Cévennes (France) 
 

Mesta livestock trails (Spain) 

 

Other 

pastoralism 

 

ICOMOS study under 

preparation 

 

Mont Perdu (France/Spain), Hortobágy 

National Park (Hungary), Laponian Area 

(Sweden) 
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Causses and Cévennes (France).

© D-Viet-CDT12

associated crops, and animal husbandry 
systems from nomadism to intensive 
breeding, transhumance and different types 
of pastoralism.

And beyond what can be seen, there is 
the diversity of land tenure systems, value 
enhancement methods, relations between 
sections of rural society (peasants, lords, 
traders, etc.): communal, individual and 
state ownership, intermediate forms 
between individual and personal use (such 
as common land), owner occupation with or 
without employees, leasing, sharecropping, 
contracts or conflicts between farmers and 
herders, etc.; and all other components of 
oral intangible heritage that characterize 
each agrarian society: techniques, know-
how, traditions, stories, feasts, beliefs.

Agricultural landscapes 
and World Heritage

The history of agricultural landscapes 
is one of long interaction between 
humans and nature, with unsustainable 
experiences (deforestation, over-pasturing, 
erosion, etc.) it is true, but more often 
with success stories, which testify to 
exchanges of influences, cultural traditions, 
landscapes and traditional use of land or 
sea, sometimes with spectacular results. 
Agricultural landscapes are therefore clearly 
cultural landscapes, as defined by the 
World Heritage Committee in 1992. They 
are even the principal representatives of 
the organically evolved landscape category, 
most living but a few relict (fossil). Of the 
cultural landscapes inscribed on the World 
Heritage List, a certain number are thus 
associated with agricultural products or 
practices (as are many more when countries’ 
Tentative Lists are included): vineyards, rice, 
palm trees, coffee, terrace systems and 
pastoralism.

Notes
1 See Jared Diamond, Guns Germs and Steel. The Fates of Human Societies, W. W. Norton & Company, New York, 1997, Chap 5 for this 
point. The whole work helps demonstrate the key role played by the invention of agriculture in all subsequent developments, a theory 
first put forward by Vere Gordon Childe in 1925 in The Dawn of European Civilization, with the concept of ‘Neolithic Revolution’.
2 http://www.icomos.org/fr/notre-action/diffusion-des-connaissances/publications/monographic-series-3/198-thematic-studies-for-the-
world-heritage-convention
3 We quote for example the Eucaland network of experts on European agricultural landscapes, created in 2005 in UNESCO (http://
www.eucalandproject.eu) cf. G. Pungetti & A. Kruse (dir.), European Culture expressed in Agricultural Landscapes: Perspectives from the 
Eucaland Project, Palombi Editori, Rome, 2010, or the Mediterranean network Pastoralism and Society structured on the thematic expert 
meetings mentioned on the following page (https://resopasto.iamm.fr). Among other international agencies, mention must be made of 
the FAO GIAHS programme (see page 58 in this issue).
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It will be seen that these agricultural 
landscapes are very diverse indeed, 
belonging to several categories; it is 
therefore difficult to determine the precise 
boundaries of each category and which 
are the more representative, emblematic or 
exceptional landscapes in each. A number 
of expert meetings and thematic studies 
have therefore been held for this purpose, 
most at the request of the World Heritage 
Committee and coordinated by ICOMOS:2 on 
rice terraces, vineyards, and Mediterranean 
agro-pastoral systems, for example.

However, although a number of themes 
have thus been launched, in general 
whenever a nomination has necessitated 
such meetings and studies, there is still no 
overall vision for these themes or definition 
of the main categories of agricultural 
systems on which they can be centred.

It is notable that many more thematic 
expert meetings have been organized on 
the theme of cultural landscapes when the 
base is geographical (Europe, Andes, Africa, 

Central America, Caribbean) rather than 
sectoral; of the UNESCO-ICOMOS thematic 
studies, only one is dedicated to agricultural 
landscapes (vineyards), while other themes 
less significant than agriculture in human 
history have already been the subject 
of several studies. Fortunately, thematic 
programmes and studies have already been 
launched in other contexts than World 
Heritage, with the aim of promoting ordinary 
landscapes in addition to exceptional ones, 
and the management of these landscapes 
beyond merely recognizing them.3

For this reason it would be judicious, 
going beyond the existing thematic 
studies, to organize another more general 
one identifying the principal categories 
of agricultural systems. These principal 
categories could be determined by 
combining several different criteria, on the 
model of the ICOMOS report on ‘Filling 
the Gaps’ in the World Heritage List 
(http://openarchive.icomos.org/433). This 
establishes the overall categories of cultural 

heritage in a typological framework, a 
regional and chronological framework, 
and a thematic framework. For agricultural 
systems, the three above-mentioned 
typologies could be used as a base: 
according to areas cultivated, according to 
land value enhancement systems, according 
to land regimes. With its inevitable 
simplification, this approach shall not 
ignore the complexity of existing systems 
that not only cross these three typologies, 
but most often combine several species, 
several systems of soil exploitation, and land 
tenure regimes intermediate between main 
types. It is often the combined systems – 
crop-livestock farming, agroforestry, agro-
sylvo-pastoralism, associated crops, etc. 
– that produce the greatest agricultural 
landscapes.  

ICOMOS can help to push forward 
this issue. This is a huge project, but the 
determining role and universal nature of 
agriculture would justify such knowledge 
and acknowledgment. 

www.campeche.gob.mx

http://openarchive.icomos.org/433
http://www.campeche.gob.mx
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he future of agriculture and its 
contribution to the maintenance of 
biodiversity and ecosystem services, 
traditional knowledge, ethical 
issues relating to food security and 

cultural dimensions are all consistent with 
UNESCO’s mandate and action.

Between 2004 and 2008 UNESCO 
was actively involved in work aimed at 
elucidating the contribution of agricultural 
science and technology to sustainable 
development. In close collaboration with the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO), the United Nations 
Development Programme, the United 
Nations Environment Programme, the Global 
Environment Facility and the World Bank, 
as well as the World Health Organization 
(in relation to the interlinkages between 
agriculture and health), UNESCO conducted 
an International Assessment on Agricultural 
Science and Technology for Development. 
This took place at the historical juncture of 
the food crisis 2005–2008 with the financial 
crises that have influenced the dynamics of 
the world economy in the past few years.

The assessment conducted by the above 
consortium of UN entities was a forward-
looking exercise. On the basis of a systematic 
and multidisciplinary evaluation of agriculture 
in the past fifty years, it aimed at designing 
the future of agriculture in the next fifty years. 
The underlying assumption was that current 
scientific knowledge in multiple disciplines 
(natural and social sciences, economics, 
anthropology, geography, governance and 
institutions), relevant indigenous, traditional 
and local knowledge, past experiences and 
success stories relating to agriculture could 
have been built upon in designing the future 
of agriculture.

Many agricultural systems are to be 
found in a number of sites of international 
importance recognized in the context of 
the World Heritage List under the 1972 
World Heritage Convention and the World 
Network of Biosphere Reserves under 
UNESCO’s Man and the Biosphere (MAB) 
programme. Agriculture is one of the main 

themes of the UN Decade on Education for 
Sustainable Development (2004–2013), and 
UNESCO has actively promoted educational 
activities on consumption and production 
patterns, including environmental education 
in relation to agriculture.

UNESCO has also produced briefs for 
policy-makers in relation to, inter alia, 
global environmental change and food 
security; biofuels and their implications 
for sustainability; sustainable agriculture 
(which provided a summary of the above-
mentioned International Assessment); and 
livestock in a changing world.

UNESCO’s main findings  
One of the most important findings is that 
agriculture operates within complex social, 
economic and environmental systems 
and should be seen as multifunctional in 
its nature. A multifunctional approach 
to agricultural knowledge, science and 
technology will enhance impact on 
the alleviation of poverty, and improve 
human nutrition and livelihoods in an 
equitable and sustainable manner.
Such an approach would ideally also 
encompass human rights, adequate norms, 

promotion of environmental sustainability 
and the contribution of agriculture and 
food production to poverty reduction. 
UNESCO will continue to have an interest 
and play a role in relevant initiatives in 
agriculture in close partnership with other 
UN organizations and governments.
A major lesson learned through past work 
in this area is the multi-stakeholder nature 
of agriculture and the need to involve 
multiple stakeholders in the process 
of redesigning our current approach 
to agriculture and food production.

Working with multiple 
stakeholders

The manifold nature of UNESCO’s work, 
which complements the mandates of sister 
organizations such as FAO, and the corporate 
strategy of companies involved with food 
production and manufacturing in relation to 
social responsibility, is mutually reinforcing.

In some countries, especially developing 
ones, agriculture is now faced with 
competition between food production and 
production of bioenergy and biofuels, which 
provide both opportunities and constraints. 
In an era of global change (climate change, 
alteration of biochemical cycles, biodiversity 
loss, social transformations, climate change-
induced migrations and health-related 
issues), ‘business as usual’ is not an option.

Governments and institutions will 
continue to have a central role to play, but 
companies also hold a central responsibility 
and offer opportunities to counteract 
perverse phenomena such as the price of 
food commodities, develop informed trade 
and market systems that take into account 
the need to ensure food security for all, and 
contribute to plant and animal health and 
ultimately to food and hence human safety.

The cultural aspects of food, which are 
highly promoted by UNESCO in the context 
of its instruments relating to the preservation 
of heritage and cultural diversity, should 
be further valued, also in light of the 
contribution of local food practices to 
enhancing the quality of nutrition. 

Salvatore Aricò
Coordinator, UNESCO Biodiversity Initiative

T

Pantanal Conservation Area (Brazil) is recognized 
as a World Heritage site and a Biosphere Reserve.

© Raphael Milani





In 2000, the uKhahlamba Drakensberg Park (South Africa), 
renowned for its spectacular natural landscape, was 
inscribed at the 24th World Heritage Committee session. 
The park, located in the Drakensberg Mountains, covers 
an area of 242,813 hectares and is the largest protected 
area along the Great Escarpment of southern Africa.

To add to and complete the beauty of the Great 
Escarpment, at its 37th session, the World Heritage 
Committee inscribed the Sehlabathebe National Park (SNP) 
in Lesotho as an extension of uKhahlamba World Heritage 
site. Both we now know as the Maloti Drakensberg Park. 
The cultural and natural heritage of SNP is considered 
among the priceless and irreplaceable assets, not only 
locally, but of humanity as a whole. These include areas 
of exceptional natural beauty and aesthetic importance; 
the most important and significant natural habitats for in 
situ conservation of biological diversity, including those 
containing threatened species of Outstanding Universal 
Value from the point of view of science and conservation 
and rock art that is directly or tangibly associated with 

Our wildlife sanctuary
Maloti Drakensberg Park,
Lesotho/South Africa

events or living traditions, with ideas, or with beliefs, with 
artistic and literary works of great significance.

The Maloti Drakensberg Park is a property spanning the 
border between the Kingdom of Lesotho and the Republic 
of South Africa. It is renowned for its spectacular natural 
landscape; important as a haven for many threatened 
and endemic species, and for its wealth of rock paintings 
made by the San people over a period of 4000 years. The 
extented property now covers an area of 249,313 hectares.
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The 37th session of the World Heritage Committee 

was held in the Kingdom of Cambodia, in Phnom 

Penh and Siem Reap-Angkor, from 16th to 27th 

June 2013. With the addition of 19 sites at this 

session, the World Heritage List now numbers 

981 properties in 160 States Parties to the World 

Heritage Convention, including 759 cultural, 193 

natural and 29 mixed properties.
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Bayon Temple at Angkor (Cambodia).
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World Heritage 
Committee meets 
at Phnom Penh 
and Angkor  

The 37th session of the World Heritage 
Committee, which brought together some 
1,400 participants, was held in Phnom 
Penh (Cambodia) from 16 to 27 June 2013. 
The opening ceremony was marked by the 
moving return to Cambodia of two major 
art treasures from the 10th century by the 
New York Metropolitan Museum of Art 
(United States). UNESCO Director-General 
Irina Bokova called the voluntary restitution 
‘an expression of strong ethical and moral 
behaviour that provides an example of good 
practice to other museums and collectors’. 
A visit to the Terrace of the Elephants at 
Angkor by 500 participants capped the 
37th session as delegates filed into the 
celebrated World Heritage site before the 
closing ceremony. 

With the addition of 19 sites at the 
37th session, the World Heritage List now 
numbers 981 properties in 160 States 
Parties to the World Heritage Convention, 
including 759 cultural, 193 natural and 29 
mixed properties. Qatar and Fiji had sites 
inscribed for the first time, as did Lesotho, 
whose first World Heritage site was 
inscribed as an extension to uKhahlamba 
Drakensberg Park in South Africa. 

The World Heritage Youth Forum, 
Cambodia 2013, was held at the site of 
Angkor, Siem Reap and Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia from 8 to 16 June 2013, in 
conjunction with the 37th session of the 
Committee. The event gathered thirty-
six youth representatives from sixteen 
countries. The delegates practised 
hands-on site conservation at Angkor, 
and on 16 June they participated in the 
opening ceremony of the Committee 
session. In their address at the opening, 
the young people recognized their 
responsibility to conserve not only the 
physical structures of heritage sites but 
also their environment and traditions, the 
intangible dimension, which make heritage 
properties ‘living’ sites. The activities of 
the Youth Forum were reported through 
a video presentation.

The 37th session was the second one to 
be streamed live via the World Heritage 
Centre website, with all Committee 
documents available to the public. High- 
and low-resolution transmissions were 
made available in English and French, as 
well as audio transmission. Since 16 June 
the webcast received 20,195 visitors in 143 
countries, 33 per cent of which were from 
Japan due to the inscription of Mount Fuji 
on the World Heritage List. Most hits were 
registered during the inscriptions on 22 and 
23 June 2013. 

The Committee inscribed the Syrian Arab 
Republic’s six World Heritage sites that 
are prey to the current strife on the List 
of World Heritage in Danger. It decided 
to add East Rennell (Solomon Islands) to 
the Danger List, but removed Bam and its 
Cultural Landscape (Islamic Republic of Iran) 
from the List as a result of improvements in 
the management and conservation of the 
property.

Along with a review of the conservation 
of properties already on the World 
Heritage List, the Committee considered 
action for sites on the Danger List. Among 
other sites, delegates decided to retain 
Manovo-Gounda St Floris National Park 

(Central African Republic) on the Danger 
List, expressing utmost concern regarding 
the continued insecurity problems within 
the property, as well as Timbuktu (Mali), 
following damage to the city’s cultural 
heritage caused by rebel forces that 
occupied the region until early 2013, citing 
not only the damage but also a lack of 
maintenance and conservation. 

The Annual African Ministers’ Roundtable 
on World Heritage, held on 17 June in the 
context of the 37th session, called for a 
balancing of heritage conservation and social 
and economic development, and underlined 
the importance of increasing the number 
and diversity of African nominations to the 
World Heritage List. During the session the 
World Heritage Centre, in partnership with 
the African World Heritage Fund and in 
collaboration with the Centre for Heritage 
Development in Africa and the Ministry of 
Arts and Culture of Mauritius, announced 
the organization of a month-long (19 August 
to 13 September 2013) field training project 
in Mauritius on risk management at World 
Heritage sites.

During its deliberations the Committee 
adopted the World Heritage Partnerships 
for Conservation Initiative (PACT) strategy 
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© Eric Esquivel/UNESCO

The 37th World Heritage Committee session was held in Phnom Penh (Cambodia).



designed to improve the development of 
partnerships for World Heritage with the 
private sector. 

The report on the 40th anniversary of 
the World Heritage Convention celebrated 
in 2012 was welcomed, and the Committee 
noted the large number of countries 
participating in the celebratory events: 
120 events were held in 48 countries 
throughout 2012. 

Delegates also welcomed the progress 
made on the implementation of the 
World Heritage Capacity Building Strategy 
(WHCBS) and the capacity-building 
activities carried out in 2012 and 2013, and 
called on the World Heritage Centre and 
ICCROM to submit a progress report on the 
implementation of the strategy as well as on 
the activities of UNESCO Category 2 centres. 

There was a rich debate on capacity-
building, methodology and processes for 
Tentative Lists and upstream nomination 
projects. The Committee called on States 
Parties concerned to fully collaborate in 
providing technical and financial support to 
run these pilot projects before consideration 
by the World Heritage Committee. 

Delegates welcomed the Final Report 
on the results of the second cycle of 

the Periodic Reporting Exercise for Latin 
America and the Caribbean and noted 
the significant progress made concerning 
the Retrospective Inventory for the region, 
as well as the valuable role played by 
local communities, including indigenous 
peoples, in the management of cultural and 
natural heritage properties. The Committee 
considered progress reports on the second 
cycle of the Periodic Reporting exercise for 
Europe and North America, as well as the 
progress report on Periodic Reporting in all 
other regions, calling on States Parties to 
intensify their contributions to the African 
World Heritage Fund and to work closely 
with it. The Committee also urged States 
Parties to follow the recommendations 
of the Rabat meeting regarding the 
establishment of national entities for World 
Heritage in the Arab Region. 

Revisions were also approved to the 
Operational Guidelines concerning the 
format for the Nomination of Properties 
for Inscription and called on ICCROM, in 
collaboration with the World Heritage 
Centre and the other Advisory Bodies, to 
further develop a set of Policy Guidelines 
and present a scoping document to make 
stakeholders fully aware of policy decisions. 

The website statistics provide a clear idea 
of the interest this annual event attracts: 
there were 1,045,525 visits / 3,725,993 
page views on the World Heritage website 
(http://whc.unesco.org), with double 
the usual number of visits during the 
inscriptions of new sites between 22 and 
24 June (on average: 46,923 visits / 201,582 
page views/day). 

There were 191 international journalists 
covering the Committee session. Over 
34,000 stories were monitored in the 
media worldwide in June. Coverage peaked 
during the week when the decisions were 
made concerning Danger listings, state 
of conservation reports and new sites. 
This session easily generated the year’s 
top-performing social media content for 
UNESCO, with many tweets in the month’s 
top ten and Facebook posts. 

The 38th session of the World Heritage 
Committee will be held in Qatar in 2014 
with H.E. Sheika Al Mayassa Bint Hamad 
Al-Thani as Chairperson. Senegal, Japan, 
Germany, Colombia and Algeria were 
elected as Vice-Chairs of the World Heritage 
Committee until the end of the 38th 
session. Francisco J. Gutierrez (Colombia) 
was elected Rapporteur. 
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Some 1,400 participants attended the 37th session of the World Heritage Committee.
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RRF grants 
support to 
Dong Phayayen-
Khao Yai 

Following the death of a park ranger, 
shot by a band of poachers at the Dong 
Phayayen-Khao Yai Forest Complex 
World Heritage site (Thailand), the 
Rapid Response Facility (RRF) awarded 
a US$30,000 grant on 11 May 2013 
to Freeland, an NGO working in close 
cooperation with the Government of 
Thailand on the site in order to support the 
training of park rangers and officials and 
provide equipment. The grant was also 
to be used to secure food for patrols and 
to facilitate collaboration among relevant 
government agencies. Together with the 
park authorities, Freeland will engage with 
the Royal Thai Army so that they can join 
patrols. 

The Dong Phayayen-Khao Yai Forest 
Complex in eastern Thailand is among 
the last remaining large forested areas of 
South-East Asia. It is home to six feline 

species, such as the tiger, the clouded 
leopard and the marbled cat, as well as 
Asian elephants and the Malayan sunbear. 
It is also home to the increasingly rare 
rosewood tree, which is highly prized for 
fine furniture. The rapidly growing Asian 
market, particularly in China, is fuelling the 
demand for the tree, encouraging illegal 
logging. 

The RRF is an emergency small-grant 
programme that provides rapid assistance 
to counter major threats to wildlife 
conservation, primarily in UNESCO-
designated natural World Heritage 
sites. The World Heritage Centre, the 
Arcadia Land Trust and the Franz Weber 
Foundation, all part of RRF’s decision-
making body, receive requests and third-
party evaluations of the validity of the 
requests and their technical feasibility and 
decide on the awarding of grants. The RRF 
is financially supported by the Arcadia Land 
Trust and the Franz Weber Foundation, 
and aims to process emergency funding 
requests of up to US$30,000 in just eight 
working days.

For more information on the RRF 
visit www.rapid-response.org, or email
rrf@fauna-flora.org.

© Bianca Polak
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Violence in 
the Sangha 
Trinational site 

The situation at the Sangha Trinational 
site (TNS) remains tense, following 
repeated attacks by men in uniform in 
April 2013 around Dzanga-Ndoki National 
Park, at the heart of the TNS in the 
south-west Central African Republic. The 
administration buildings of the protected 
area were subject to violent assaults that 
resulted in widespread destruction and 
looting of equipment. The protected areas 
of Dzanga-Ndoki, along with Lobéké 
National Park (Cameroon) and Nouabalé-
Ndoki National Park (Republic of the 
Congo), are part of the TNS as inscribed 
on the World Heritage List in 2012.

The Director-General of UNESCO, 
Irina Bokova, expressed deep concern in 
early May at the rise in armed violence, 
poaching and destruction at the park and 
called on the Central African Republic 
to take urgent measures to ensure the 
protection of the area and the safety of 
its people.

There has been an upsurge in the 
poaching of elephants on the African 
continent, with 30,000 being killed every 
year. The World Heritage properties 
of Central Africa are threatened by 
poaching. Many sites have reported a 
significant decrease in their elephant 
and other large mammal populations. To 
date, the population of forest elephants 
in the TNS is one of the most protected 
in Central Africa. However, experts fear 
that organized groups of poachers are 
taking advantage of the current political 
situation to expand their operations in the 
region.

UNESCO has been supporting the TNS 
site, through the Central Africa World 
Heritage Forest Initiative (CAWHFI), for 
the past decade, with funding from the 
United Nations Foundation, the French 
Global Environment Fund and the 
European Commission.

Dong Phayayen-Khao Yai Forest Complex (Thailand).
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Africa prepares 
for risk 

In early 2013 a series of disaster risk 
preparedness workshops and a field project 
were organized by UNESCO and the African 
World Heritage Fund to raise capacities of 
site managers for disaster risk management 
at natural and cultural World Heritage sites 
in Africa. 

In response to findings from the Second 
Periodic Report for the Africa region (2009–
2011), which identified increasing threats 
to natural and cultural heritage properties 
in Africa as well as a lack of capacity in 
dealing with disaster risk management, a 
risk preparedness workshop took place at 
the Great Zimbabwe National Monument 
World Heritage site from 6 to 17 May 
2013. The site-specific training workshop 
aimed to enhance knowledge and build 
the capacity of heritage practitioners, local 
and national authorities, and communities, 
in risk preparedness and the mechanisms 
for protecting, conserving and managing 
cultural World Heritage properties. It 
provided an overview of the various 
aspects of disaster risk management of 
cultural heritage properties, and equipped 

participants with the knowledge and 
understanding to develop disaster risk 
frameworks for their respective World 
Heritage sites. The workshop also 
established an African/international 
support network for risk management of 
cultural heritage. Twenty-three participants 
from sixteen African countries attended the 
Zimbabwe workshop. 

Within the framework of the Africa 
Nature Programme, launched in October 
2012 to improve the management 
effectiveness of natural World Heritage 
sites in Africa through targeted capacity-
building and knowledge-sharing, and 
following the risk preparedness workshop 
for francophone natural heritage site 
managers and communities in Senegal 
in November 2012, an Africa Nature Risk 
Preparedness Workshop was held at the 
Golden Gate Highlands National Park in 
South Africa from 20 to 25 May 2013. 
Organized by UNESCO, the African World 
Heritage Fund and IUCN with the support 
of the Government of South Africa, this 
workshop brought together fourteen site 
managers from natural World Heritage sites 
in anglophone African countries. 

The South Africa workshop explored 
monitoring and evaluation tools for 

efficient management of natural World 
Heritage properties in Africa. Participants 
discussed the methodological and structural 
framework of risk preparedness plans for 
natural sites and elaborated operational 
frameworks for the development of a risk 
preparedness plan. 

The first field project of the Periodic 
Reporting Programme took place at the 
Royal Palaces of Abomey (Benin) from 18 
March to 11 April 2013. This World Heritage 
site was inscribed on the Danger List from 
1985 to 2007 due to damage from a 
tornado. In 2009 and in 2012 the property 
was damaged by fire, which destroyed 
several buildings and damaged walls 
and bas-reliefs. The field project allowed 
participants to learn how to develop disaster 
risk management plans for their individual 
sites and also focused on creating a draft 
risk management plan for the Abomey site 
to address current challenges and conduct 
conservation work to minimize future risk. 

The Benin field project also improved the 
capacity of practitioners and communities to 
plan for risk, increase knowledge and skills in 
conservation, and consolidate the network 
of professionals in risk preparedness. Fifteen 
participants from nine francophone African 
countries attended this field project.  

Royal Palaces of Abomey (Benin).
©Willem Heerbaart
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Culture is a key 
to sustainable 
development 

The International Congress on Culture: 
Key to Sustainable Development was 
held in Hangzhou (China), 15–17 May 
2013. This was the first international 
congress specifically focusing on the 
linkages between culture and sustainable 
development organized by UNESCO since 
the Stockholm Conference in 1998. As 
such, the congress provided the first 
global forum to discuss the role of culture 
in sustainable development in view of the 
post-2015 development framework, with 
participation of the global community and 
major international stakeholders. 

In an effort to integrate culture into 
the post-2015 International Development 
Agenda, the congress issued the Hangzhou 
Declaration: Placing Culture at the Heart 
of Sustainable Development Policies. 
This recognized the role of culture as a 
fundamental enabler of sustainability 
and driver of sustainable development, 
across all its dimensions, and called for its 
integration within all development policies 
and programmes. The Declaration also 
emphasized the importance of respect 
for cultural diversity as a precondition for 
dialogue and mutual understanding and 
the need to include the cultural context 
into conflict-resolution initiatives and 
peace-building processes. 

With specific regard to cultural heritage, 
the meeting addressed the question of how 
to justify its relevance to sustainable devel-
opment in a rapidly changing environment. 
Tangible and intangible heritage, whose def-
initions are rapidly evolving, play an increas-
ingly important role in today’s societies as 
essential components of human well-being 
and significant contributions to economic 
development, environmental sustainability 
and resilience. Indeed, questions of cultural 
heritage are no longer considered to be 
solely technical, but have become an integral 
part of public debate as they touch on fun-
damental rights of individuals.

The Hangzhou Declaration noted how 
heritage is being lost at an alarming rate 
as a result of the combined effects of 
urbanization, development pressures, 
globalization, conflicts and phenomena 
associated with climate change. It called 
for the strengthening of national policies 
and programmes to protect and promote 
tangible and intangible heritage as part of 
shared commons to be transmitted to future 
generations. This can best be achieved by 
giving heritage a central role in the life of 
societies and through its full integration 
in the development sector as well as in 
educational programmes.

The Declaration also called for the inclusion 
of a specific goal focused on culture as part 
of the post-2015 International Development 
Agenda, which would give adequate 
consideration to heritage and include clear 
targets and indicators that relate this to all 
dimensions of sustainable development.

Heritage and 
Resilience 

A special event on Heritage and Resilience, 
organized by the World Heritage Centre 
in collaboration with the UN International 
Strategy for Disaster Risks (UN-ISDR), 
ICOMOS/International Committee on Risk 
Preparedness (ICORP) and ICCROM, was 
held in Geneva (Switzerland) on 22 May 
2013. The venue was the Global Platform 
on Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR), the most 
important meeting of its kind held until 
now on this subject. 

The platform brought together heads of 
government, ministers, mayors, executive 
heads of UN agencies, CEOs of large 
companies, NGOs and a number of experts 
in the field, to discuss DRR with a view to 
defining a new global policy to update the 
Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA), the 
most important DRR policy at UN level, 
adopted in 2005 in Kobe (Japan). The 
process will culminate in 2015 with the 
approval, again in Japan, of the post-2015 
DRR policy framework, also referred to as 
HFA-2. 

In this context, the Heritage and 
Resilience event, which was attended by 
over 200 registered participants, aimed at 
sensitizing the largest possible number of 
DRR actors on the importance of protecting 
heritage from disaster. It also underlined the 
significant positive contribution that cultural, 
natural, tangible and intangible heritage 
can make to sustainable development and 
human well-being, and more particularly to 
strengthening the resilience of communities 
and reducing disaster risks in general. 

In this regard, the meeting pointed out 
the important role that heritage plays in 
building the resilience of communities 
to disasters and climate change, notably 
through relevant traditional knowledge 
associated with building techniques and 
environmental management, but also 
through its function as an anchor and 
binding element of the social fabric, relating 
to its symbolic and spiritual meaning.

Various case studies were presented at 
the session, covering initiatives at site and 
national levels. These complemented a 
publication entitled Heritage and Resilience: 
Issues and Opportunities for Reducing West Lake Cultural Landscape of Hangzhou (China).

© Pedronet
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Religious 
representatives 
involved in 
World Heritage

For the first time within the framework 
of the World Heritage Convention, a special 
training workshop was held in Moscow 
(Russian Federation) from 14 to 16 May 2013 
for religious representatives involved in the 
management and use of the World Heritage 
properties, as requested by the World 
Heritage Committee at its 36th session 
(Saint Petersburg, 2012). The workshop is 
seen as a model for future capacity-building 
activities for the representatives of religious 
communities involved in the management 
and use of World Heritage properties of 
religious interest worldwide. 

The workshop took place at two World 
Heritage properties, the Ensemble of the 
Novodevichy Convent, and the Architectural 
Ensemble of the Trinity Sergius Lavra in Sergiev 
Posad. During the seminar, participants were 
provided with basic information on the 
measures and instruments for protection, 
conservation, presentation, rehabilitation and 
management of World Heritage properties. 
The concept of Outstanding Universal Value 
was discussed, including the conditions of 
integrity and authenticity expressed through 
a variety of attributes and indicators of 
character, spirit of place and its relationship to 
the World Heritage properties.  

Discussion also centred on why these 
properties are important to the religious 
community and what types of activities are 
taking place there. 

The responsibilities of all stakeholders, 
including the State Party, the religious 
community and local communities, were 
emphasized. Current management regimes 
within the World Heritage properties 
of religious interest in the Russian 
Federation were also considered, as well as 
management aspects relating to pilgrims, 
visitors and local communities, including 
interpretation and presentation. 

Participants discussed ways to achieve 
a balance between requirements of 
religious communities and protection 
and management of the World Heritage 
properties of religious interest, not only 

to maintain the Outstanding Universal 
Value but also to care for all other values 
associated with these properties, such as 
the sacred and spiritual values significant 
to the religious community and pilgrims as 
well as to the local communities.

General guidance regarding the 
management of cultural and natural 
heritage of religious interest should take into 
account the specific issues of the ongoing 
needs of religious communities, as well 
as access to World Heritage properties of 
religious interest for visitors and specialists 
in the field of conservation and restoration. 

The workshop also considered the role 
that religious communities should play with 
regard to on-site conservation, restoration 
activities and management, as well as how 
pro-active involvement and support of 
religious communities in the conservation 
and management of World Heritage 
properties contribute to the implementation 
of the World Heritage Convention by the 
State Party.

Participants in the seminar included the 
World Heritage Centre, the International 
Secretariat of ICOMOS, representatives of 
the CIS, federal and regional agencies for 
the protection of historical and cultural 
monuments, the National Commission of 
the Russian Federation for UNESCO, the 
Russian Orthodox Church, the museum 
community, social and technical expert 
organizations for the protection of cultural 
heritage, the Armenian Holy Apostolic 
Orthodox Church, the Metropolis of 
Chisinau and all Moldova and the Roman 
Catholic Church of the Republic of Belarus.

Disaster Risks, prepared by ICOMOS/ICORP 
in collaboration with the World Heritage 
Centre UN-ISDR and ICCROM, which was 
also distributed at the session. All of this 
demonstrated the wealth of experience 
and applicable knowledge that exists in 
protecting heritage from disasters and 
using it for building resilience. 

The meeting noted, however, how these 
models of good practice have often not 
been integrated into mainstream heritage 
management strategies or DRR policies 
and programmes, due to a lack of political 
strategy.

To address this gap, political will, 
particularly at the municipal level, will have 
to be harnessed in order to bring awareness 
of the importance of heritage into the 
DRR cycle. Participants also recommended 
the development of city-to-city twinning 
arrangements and networks of mayors, 
as well as the unexplored potential of 
public-private partnerships in heritage and 
resilience.

The session called, in particular, for 
a culturally aware approach to DRR 
and specifically for the recognition of 
the extraordinary role of tangible and 
intangible heritage, as a critical component 
of resilient societies, in HFA-2 post-2015, as 
well as its integration in DRR strategies and 
plans at international, regional, national 
and local levels.

Architectural Ensemble of the Trinity Sergius 
Lavra in Sergiev Posad (Russian Federation).

© Akk Rus

Participants at the Fourth Session of the 
Global Platform 2013 in Geneva.

© UNISDR
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Capacity-building 
on small islands 

Within the framework of the Japanese 
Funds-in-Trust project, Capacity Building 
to Support the Conservation of World 
Heritage Sites and Enhance Sustainable 
Development of Local Communities in 
Small Island Developing States (SIDS), two 
workshops and a training course were held 
in March 2013. 

A World Heritage National Capacity 
Building Workshop was held in Niue from 
5 to 7 March 2013, attended by thirty 
participants, including representatives from 
various government departments, NGOs 
and local communities. Since Niue did not 
have any particular sites selected for its 
Tentative List, the discussion focused on the 
totality of heritage sites, both cultural and 
natural, which could be combined to ‘tell 
the story’ of Niue and its communities. The 
workshop participants acknowledged the 
usefulness of considering a cluster of natural 
and cultural heritage sites to be combined 

into a cultural landscape nomination. Niue 
intends to submit its first Tentative List by 
the end of 2013. 

A workshop also took place from 11 to 
14 March 2013 at the National Museum 
in Rarotonga (Cook Islands). Some seventy 
people attended, including representatives 
from various ministries, NGOs and local 
communities. Currently there is no full 
listing of cultural and natural heritage sites 
in the Cook Islands. A cultural mapping 
survey is being undertaken by the Ministry 
of Cultural Development to compile a 
national inventory of Cook’s fifteen islands. 
On completion of the survey the Tentative 
List will be submitted to the World Heritage 
Centre, with targeted action by 2015. 

With a focus on sites of memory in the 
Caribbean, a Caribbean Training Course 
in the Preparation of Nomination Dossiers 
for World Heritage was held from 24 to 
28 March 2013 in Antigua to strengthen 
professional capacities in the Caribbean 
Small Island Developing States (SIDS). 
Thirty participants from fifteen Caribbean 
countries took part. The course was a 
follow-up to the 2012 Kingston training 
workshop and the eight-month intervening 
mentoring process by UNESCO Kingston 
and Havana offices. While three States 
Parties (Antigua and Barbuda, Jamaica 
and Suriname) are working on nomination 
files at the moment, other States Parties 
are working to engage public awareness 
and education on heritage matters. 
Although the level of implementation of 
the World Heritage Convention varies, 
participants were able to identify and 
discuss serial transnational sites for possible 
future nomination. There was also an 
exchange of information and knowledge 
and professional capacities in preparing 
nomination dossiers were strengthened.

Cook Islands.
© Benedict Adam

A PIECE OF HEAVEN ON THE BALKANS
”This is the biggest and loveliest of all cities. Its beauty shines from faraway”,

wrote the famous Roman writer Lucian in the second century AD.

  Recently Plovdiv was proclaimed the oldest continuously inhabited city in 
Europe and 6th in the World. In 2012 the City of the Seven hills, as  often Plovdiv 
is being referred to, was included under № 3 (following Rome and Athens) in “Top 
10 of the most beautiful ancient cities in the World”.
    Plovdiv has followed its destiny of being a crossroad for millennia and home to 
different cultures, traditions and people of different ethnicities and religions. The 
main attraction here surely is the Old Town, which nestles on top of the Three hills. 
Thracian and Roman remains lie beneath 400 recently restored Revival-style 
houses with splendid wooden-frame constructions dating back to early 19th centu-
ry built by the emerging class of Bulgarian merchants.
  Plovdiv’s Main Street is a charming pedestrian promenade a 3-minute walk 
away from the Old Town. The houses lining the street display a distinct Viennese 
influence – they were mostly built at the turn of the 20th century, as the budding 
Bulgarian state was coming to its own. Curiously, The Main Street was built direct-
ly on top of the race track of the enormous Ancient stadium also used as a hippo-
drome, whose tip is exposed at the Roman Stadium Square, one of Plovdiv’s signa-
ture sights. And you should know... there is a lot more for one to see!
  Plovdiv is ready to deliver you its touch of art and history. 
  Plovdiv – a city to experience!

Contact us:
Tel./fax: +359 32 656794

Tel: +359 32 620453
E-mail: tourism@plovdiv.bg

www.plovdiv-tour.info; www.eventsplovdiv.info

Recently Plovdiv (Bulgaria) was proclaimed the oldest continuously inhabited 
city in Europe and 6th in the world. In 2012 the City of the Seven Hills, as Plovdiv 
is often referred to, was included as Nº3 (following Rome and Athens) in “Top 10 of 
the most beautiful ancient cities in the World”.

Plovdiv has followed its destiny of being a crossroad for millennia and home to 
different cultures, traditions and people of different ethnicities and religions. The 
main attraction here surely is the Old Town, which nestles on top of the Three Hills. 
Thracian and Roman remains lie beneath 400 recently restored Revival-style houses 
with splendid wooden-frame constructions dating back to the early 19th century, 
built by the emerging class of Bulgarian merchants.

Plovdiv’s Main Street is a charming pedestrian promenade a 3-minute walk from 
the Old Town. The houses lining the street display a distinct Viennese influence – 
they were mostly built at the turn of the 20th century, as the budding Bulgarian state 
was coming into its own. Curiously, the Main Street was built directly on top of the 
race track of the enormous ancient stadium also used as a hippodrome, whose tip is 
exposed at the Roman Stadium Square, one of Plovdiv’s signature sights. And you 
should know... there is a lot more to see!

Plovdiv is ready to deliver a touch of art and history.
Plovdiv – a city to experience.

A PIECE OF HEAVEN IN THE BALKANS
‘This is the biggest and loveliest of all cities. Its beauty shines from faraway’
wrote the famous Roman writer Lucian in the second century AD.
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Twinning bird 
reservoirs 

The World Heritage Centre’s Marine 
Programme organized a working meeting 
from 10 to 13 May 2013 at the World Heritage 
site Banc d’Arguin National Park with 
representatives of The Wadden Sea in order 
to discuss potential twinning arrangements 
between the two properties. Both The 
Wadden Sea (Germany/Netherlands) and 
Banc d’Arguin (Mauritania) World Heritage 
sites are critical bird reservoirs along the 
East Atlantic migratory bird route, and are 
therefore intimately connected. Since their 
inscription, the World Heritage Committee 
recommended stronger cooperation 
between the two sites to ensure the long-
term conservation of these bird reservoirs. 
Both sites concluded that cooperation 
centred on sharing information on bird 
populations and trends is essential. They 
agreed that a twinning arrangement 
between the sites would not only strongly 
reinforce their own conservation efforts but 
would serve as a catalyst for all other stop-
over points along the East Atlantic flyway, 
particularly in sites that are not listed as 
World Heritage but play an equally essential 
role in the overall preservation of these 
avian ecosystems.

The Wadden Sea, shared by Germany 
and the Netherlands, is an important 
wintering area for waterbirds on the East 
Atlantic flyway from the Arctic to South 
Africa. Of the estimated 7 million wading 
birds that use this flyway, approximately 
30 per cent winter at Banc d’Arguin. 
By joining together, the two sites could 
considerably improve the comparison of 
bird counts, trends in their behaviour and 
other scientific information. The concept 
for the twinning arrangement is modelled 
on the ‘Sister Site’ partnership between 
Papahānaumokuākea (United States) and 
Phoenix Islands Protected Area (Kiribati), 
established in 2010. 

During the workshop, discussion also 
focused on the possible designation of 
Banc d’Arguin as a Particularly Sensitive 
Sea Area (PSSA) under the International 
Maritime Organization. Steps are under 
way for an exchange of experience with 
The Wadden Sea, which received PSSA 
status in 2009.

This project is only one part of the World 
Heritage Centre’s Marine Programme 
initiatives towards the establishment of 
an efficient, meaningful and functioning 
marine World Heritage site manager 
community. The forty-six marine sites 
listed as World Heritage could become 
vital drivers in ocean conservation.

Visual impacts on 
World Heritage

An International Experts Meeting on 
Visual Integrity, attended by sixty-six 
participants and experts from twenty 
countries, as well as representatives of 
IUCN, ICOMOS, ICCROM and the World 
Heritage Centre, was hosted by the Indian 
authorities in Agra (India) from 6 to 9 
March 2013. 

The meeting covered such topics as cities 
and the urban context, monuments and 
single buildings, sites and archaeological 
sites, and cultural landscapes and 
natural sites. 

Participants agreed that visual qualities 
are prevalent not only in the integrity of 
a property, but also in its authenticity, 
protection and management and criteria, 
and recommended that the term ‘visual 
impacts’ be used when referring to 
impacts on the Outstanding Universal 
Value (OUV) of a property.  

The meeting further recommended that 
a nomination dossier include attributes 
contributing to the spatial and visual 
qualities as part of the site’s intrinsic 
significance and OUV. It called for 
appropriate management tools in order 
to preserve the integrity and authenticity 
of these visual qualities, such as the 
identification and protection of key views, 
viewpoints, panoramas or silhouettes. 

The gathering also called on university 
networks to engage in visual impact 
assessments and underlined the 
importance of community consultation as 
part of the nomination and management 
process, as well as capacity-building.

A revision of the Operational Guidelines, 
which would take into account the 
visual qualities of attributes related 
to the values for which a property is 
nominated, was also suggested. The 
World Heritage Committee, at its 37th 
session, reviewed the proposals, noted the 
results and decided not to take them into 
consideration at this stage but after future 
reflection.

Banc d’Arguin (Mauritania).
© Ema Serra Sena
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Islamic heritage 
to be preserved 
in Bamiyan Valley

On 17 May 2013 UNESCO and the 
governments of Italy and Afghanistan 
launched a two-year 900,000 euro 
Italian Funds-in-Trust (FIT) project for 
Heritage Conservation, Development and 
Coordination in Afghanistan, which centres 
on conserving and developing the Islamic site 
of Shahr-i Ghulghulah in the Bamiyan Valley. 

The Cultural Landscape and 
Archaeological Remains of the Bamiyan 
Valley World Heritage property, inscribed 
on the List of World Heritage in Danger in 
2003, contains not only the giant Buddha 
sculptures which gained notoriety as 
targets of the Taliban in 2001, but also a 
wider cultural landscape encompassing 
arts, religions and cultures from the 1st 
to the 13th centuries, of which Shahr-i 
Ghulghulah is a central part. 

While the unstable condition of the 
Buddha statues following their destruction 
requires continual preservation work, much 
of the rest of the Bamiyan Valley also needs 
urgent conservation measures. Decades of 
conflict, ongoing erosion, and the growing 
urbanization of the Bamiyan Valley have 
saddled many of the sites with significant 
challenges for their preservation. Perched 
on a hill near the giant Buddha cliffs, 
Shahr-i Ghulghulah is a fortified citadel 
with caves and cemeteries, surrounded by 
local settlements. Due to erosion and some 
deliberate damage, many of the citadel’s 
structures are crumbling or have collapsed. 
Beneath debris and soil, even the shape of 
rooms and the historical pattern of streets 
and pathways can be difficult to discern. 

The current UNESCO-Italian FIT project 
builds on ongoing work supported by the 
Government of Japan, whose Funds-in-
Trust Bamiyan project is now in its fourth 
phase of implementation, as well as by the 
Swiss Development Corporation. With the 
assistance of the World Heritage Centre 
and the UNESCO Office in Kabul, and in 
collaboration with the Ministry of Information 
and Culture of Afghanistan, the Délégation 
Archéologique Française en Afghanistan, 
and ICOMOS Germany, the Italian FIT 
project will document and assess damage at 

the site in order to develop a comprehensive 
conservation plan. The project will also 
undertake emergency conservation where 
needed, using traditional stonemasonry still 
practised in the Bamiyan Valley. Pathways, 
access routes and an interpretation centre 
are planned to accommodate visiting 
tourists. The conservation of vernacular 
architecture in the vicinity of the citadel 
aims to integrate those living nearby into the 
development project. 

Major focuses of the cooperation will 
go beyond work on Shahr-i Ghulghulah. 
With a view to removing the Bamiyan 
Valley property from the List of World 
Heritage in Danger, the World Heritage 
Centre will integrate international experts 
and researchers into the training of Afghan 
heritage managers and conservators. 
Workshops will also be held on the 
implementation of the 1970 Convention 
on the Illicit Traffic of Cultural Property. The 
World Heritage Committee has established 
corrective measures for removing the 
property from the Danger List. These are to 
ensure site security, develop a management 
plan and a cultural master plan, disseminate 
education and public awareness, and 
conserve the archaeological remains of 
other components of the Bamiyan cultural 
landscape, such as Shahr-i Ghulghulah, as 
well as the Bamiyan cliff Buddha niches.

© UNESCO/Roland Lin

Islamic site of Shahr-i Ghulghulah in 
the Bamiyan Valley (Afghanistan).

Reconstruction 
of Muzibu-
Azaala-Mpanga

An agreement was signed on 1 March 
2013 concerning the project Technical and 
Financial Assistance for the Reconstruction 
of Muzibu-Azaala-Mpanga, the main 
building of the Tombs of Buganda Kings at 
Kasubi (Uganda) World Heritage property. 

On 16 March 2010 Muzibu-Azaala-
Mpanga, which is the major spiritual 
centre for the Baganda, was completely 
destroyed by fire. The cause of the fire is 
still unknown. The site, inscribed on the 
List of World Heritage in Danger in 2010, 
includes four royal tombs within the main 
building which was made of wood, reeds, 
bark cloth and dry grass – a masterpiece of 
Ganda traditional architecture.  

The project, with generous support from the 
Japanese Funds-in-Trust for the Preservation 
of the World Cultural Heritage, aims to set 
up an efficient risk prevention scheme at 
the site, with all necessary equipment and 
support for the cost of qualified supervision 
for the reconstruction of the destroyed roof 
of the main building. In addition, the project 
aims to provide scientific support to the team 
in charge of reconstruction to ensure that the 
Outstanding Universal Values of the site, both 
tangible and intangible, are maintained. This 
project is the result of missions conducted to 
the property by the UNESCO World Heritage 
Centre and the experts made available by the 
Government of Japan through the Japanese 
Funds-in-Trust.

© Andrew Moore

Tombs of Buganda Kings at Kasubi (Uganda).
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Timbuktu region are vulnerable to physical 
deterioration and illicit trafficking. Several 
international experts took part in the 
mission to Timbuktu, alongside a team of 
Malian specialists. From 31 May the Malian 
team carried out preliminary investigations 
in the city and was then joined by the 
international team.  

The purpose of the mission was to 
gather as much information as possible 
on the state of heritage and what will be 
required to repair, rebuild and protect it, as 
well as how this should be carried out. The 
findings will be used to finalize an Action 
Plan for Mali, prepared at a high-level 
meeting at UNESCO Paris Headquarters on 
18 February 2013.

In Timbuktu, the team met with community 
and religious leaders, administrative and 
military authorities, and those responsible 
for the safekeeping of cultural heritage. 
They visited all the damaged or destroyed 
sites and examined the conditions in which 
the city’s ancient manuscripts are being 
held. Based on their assessment, they will 
propose ways of increasing local capacity to 
manage and conserve the site.

Assessing 
damage in Mali

 
The first steps were taken on 6 June 2013 

towards rebuilding the mausoleums of Mali 
when a team of UNESCO experts visited 
Timbuktu to assess the damage to the city’s 
cultural heritage caused by rebel forces that 
occupied the region until early this year. 

At the 37th session of the World Heritage 
Committee (16–27 June 2013), delegates 
decided to maintain the Mali World 
Heritage properties of Timbuktu and the 
Tomb of Askia on the List of World Heritage 
in Danger. 

‘The destruction caused by the systematic 
attacks against Timbuktu’s heritage is deeply 
distressing,’ said Lazare Eloundou Assomo 
of the World Heritage Centre, who led the 
mission to Timbuktu. According to Eloundou 
Assomo, fifteen of Timbuktu’s mausoleums 
were destroyed, including thirteen that 
are part of the World Heritage site. He 
estimates that some 4,200 manuscripts 
from the Ahmed Baba research centre were 
burned, and that another 300,000 in the 

© Emilio Labrador

Concerned by the heightened 
vulnerability of this heritage to theft and 
trafficking, the team also reviewed the 
security measures in Mali’s museums and 
how they could be reinforced. The experts 
also met with community leaders to 
evaluate the impact of the armed conflict 
on their intangible cultural heritage and 
elaborate a strategy to safeguard that 
heritage. 

The columns of the Tomb of Askia have 
experienced recurrent problems in which 
large areas of the roof of the building have 
collapsed after extremely heavy rainfall. The 
lack of maintenance caused by the crisis 
has accelerated the deterioration of the 
architectural components and the risk of 
collapse and increased the risk of looting at 
the site. 

Before the June mission, from 8 to 10 
April 2013, the State Party organized a 
training workshop in Bamako, financed by 
emergency funds mobilized by the Director-
General of UNESCO on combating the illicit 
traffic of cultural property. This workshop 
brought together some thirty participants 
from Mali and six border countries.

Timbuktu (Mali).

W o r l d  H e r i t a g e  N o .  6 9 79

In
 D

an
ge

r



Logging at East 
Rennell leads to 
Danger Listing

The 37th session of the World Heritage 
Committee (16–27 June 2013), voted to 
inscribe East Rennell (Solomon Islands) on 
the List of World Heritage in Danger due to 
logging that is affecting the ecosystem of 
the site. The Committee asked the national 
authorities to provide an impact assessment 
study of the logging, although it is taking 
place outside the site’s core area. 

Forests cover most of the land area of the 
37,000 ha site, which was inscribed on the 
World Heritage List in 1998. The site makes 
up the southern third of Rennell Island, the 

News    In Danger

southernmost island in the Solomon Island 
group in the western Pacific. Rennell is the 
largest raised coral atoll in the world. A 
major feature of the island is Lake Tegano, 
the former lagoon on the atoll. The lake, 
the largest in the insular Pacific, contains 
many rugged limestone islands and endemic 
species. Rennell is mainly covered with 
a dense forest canopy, averaging 20 m in 
height. The forest is an essential component 
of the atoll, and is considered to be a true 
natural laboratory for scientific study.

The ongoing logging on the western part 
of Rennell island – only 12 km from the 
World Heritage site – is a major threat to the 
forest ecology. The introduction of invasive 
species by logging and container ships also 
constitutes a serious danger to endemic 
wildlife. 

Bam removed 
from Danger List

 

The 37th session of the World Heritage 
Committee (16–27 June 2013) decided to 
remove Bam and its Cultural Landscape 
(Islamic Republic of Iran) from the List of 
World Heritage in Danger. 

The Committee commended the 
considerable efforts made by the State 
Party, with the support of the international 
community, to address the threats that 
led to the inscription of the property on 
the Danger List in 2004, shortly after it 
was struck by a major earthquake. The 
Committee noted that remains of the desert 
citadel, which reached its apogee from the 
7th to 11th centuries, had been sufficiently 
stabilized and its management was sound 
enough for the site to be declared safe. 

Bam is situated in a desert environment 
on the southern edge of the Iranian high 
plateau. The origins of the site can be traced 
back to the Achaemenid Persian Empire (6th 
to 4th centuries BC). Its heyday was from the 
7th to 11th centuries, being at the crossroads 
of important trade routes and known for 
the production of silk and cotton garments. 
The existence of life in the oasis was based 
on the underground irrigation canals, the 
qanāts, of which Bam has preserved some 
of the earliest evidence in Iran. Arg-e Bam 
is the most representative example of a 
fortified medieval town built in vernacular 
technique using mud layers (chineh).

The Committee noted that the property 
remains vulnerable and recommended 
that the State Party revise the existing 
Management Plan, control illegal 
construction, achieve consistency in 
restoration through the development of 
guidelines and criteria for interventions, 
while ensuring site security.

© Kristin Young

East Rennell (Solomon Islands).

Bam and its Cultural Landscape 
(Islamic Republic of Iran).

© Arian Zwegers 
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Syria’s World 
Heritage sites 
in danger

The 37th session of the World Heritage 
Committee (16–27 June 2013) added all 
six of the Syrian Arab Republic’s World 
Heritage sites to the List of World Heritage 
in Danger in order to draw attention to the 
risks they are facing due to the current strife 
in the country. 

The Committee determined that 
the optimal conditions to ensure the 
conservation and protection of the 
Outstanding Universal Value of the six 
properties were no longer present. It 
added that the sites were threatened by 
both ascertained and potential danger. 
The Committee expressed its utmost 
concern at the damage that had occurred 
and threats still facing these properties. All 
possible support is to be mobilized for the 
safeguarding of these properties, which are 
recognized by the international community 
as being of Outstanding Universal Value for 
humanity as a whole.

The sites in Syria include the Ancient 
City of Damascus, founded in the 
3rd millennium BC, one of the oldest cities 
in the Middle East. The city has some 125 
monuments from different periods of its 
history – one of the most spectacular is the 

8th-century Great Mosque of the Umayyads, 
built on the site of an Assyrian sanctuary. 

The Ancient City of Bosra, another World 
Heritage site, was also added to the Danger 
List. Once the capital of the Roman province 
of Arabia, Bosra was an important stopover 
on the ancient caravan route to Mecca. A 
magnificent 2nd-century Roman theatre, 
early Christian ruins and several mosques 
are found within its great walls. 

The Site of Palmyra, an oasis in the Syrian 
desert north-east of Damascus, was also 
inscribed on the Danger List. The property 
contains the monumental ruins of a great city 
that was one of the most important cultural 
centres of the ancient world. From the 1st to 
2nd centuries AD, the art and architecture 
of Palmyra, standing at the crossroads of 
several civilizations, married Graeco-Roman 
techniques with local traditions and Persian 
influences. 

The Ancient City of Aleppo, which has 
been subject to the current strife, is now 
on the Danger List. This World Heritage 
property, at the crossroads of several trade 
routes used since the 2nd millennium BC, 
was ruled successively by the Hittites, 
Assyrians, Arabs, Mongols, Mamelukes and 
Ottomans. The 13th-century citadel, 12th-
century Great Mosque and various 17th-
century madrasas, palaces, caravanserais 
and hammams all form part of the city’s 
cohesive, unique urban fabric, now 
also threatened by overpopulation. The 

© Christophe

Ancient City of Aleppo (Syrian Arab Republic).

Ummayad Mosque Minaret was destroyed 
during fighting on 24 April 2013.

Another property inscribed on the 
Danger List includes the two castles of 
Crac des Chevaliers and Qal’at Salah El-Din. 
Both castles represent the most significant 
examples illustrating the exchange of 
influences and documenting the evolution 
of fortified architecture in the Near East 
during the time of the Crusades (11th–13th 
centuries). Crac des Chevaliers was built 
by the Hospitaller Order of Saint John of 
Jerusalem from 1142 to 1271. With further 
construction by the Mamluks in the late 
13th century, it ranks among the best-
preserved examples of the Crusader castles. 
Qal’at Salah El-Din (Fortress of Saladin), 
even though partly ruined, represents 
an outstanding example of this type of 
fortification. It retains features from its 
Byzantine beginnings in the 10th century, 
the Frankish transformations in the late 
12th century and fortifications added by 
the Ayyubid dynasty (late 12th to mid-
13th centuries). This site was also damaged 
during clashes on 13 July 2013.

The site of Ancient Villages of Northern 
Syria, which groups together some forty 
villages in eight parks, was added to the 
Danger List at this session as well. The 
property in north-western Syria provides 
remarkable testimony to rural life in late 
antiquity and during the Byzantine period. 
The villages, which date from the 1st to 7th 
centuries and were abandoned in the 8th to 
10th centuries, feature a remarkably well-
preserved landscape and the architectural 
remains of dwellings, pagan temples, 
churches, cisterns and bathhouses. The 
relict cultural landscape of the villages also 
constitutes an important illustration of the 
transition from the ancient pagan world of 
the Roman Empire to Byzantine Christianity. 

The Committee also launched an urgent 
appeal to neighbouring countries and to 
the international community to cooperate 
in fighting against the illicit trafficking of 
cultural properties from Syria and called 
on the State Party to invite the World 
Heritage Centre and the Advisory Bodies to 
undertake a mission to the country as soon 
as the security conditions permit in order to 
assess the state of conservation of the six 
properties and to elaborate, in consultation 
with the State Party, an action plan for their 
recovery. 
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Upon seeing the Jongmyo Shrine in Seoul, architect Frank Gehry – the man 
behind Spain’s Guggenheim Museum Bilbao and Los Angeles’ Walt Disney 
Concert Hall – was at a loss for words. ‘It’s like having to answer why a beautiful 
woman is so beautiful,’ he said.

Jongmyo, a Confucian shrine dedicated to the deceased kings and queens 
of the Chosun dynasty, was inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 
1995. The shrine is one of the Republic of Korea’s nine cultural World Heritage 
sites, which also includes prehistoric dolmens, ancient Buddhist artworks, a 
royal palace, and folk villages. Korea also has one natural World Heritage site 
– Jeju Volcanic Island and Lava Tubes, which is recognized by the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature for its outstanding geological features that 
vividly explain the history of the Earth.

• Korea’s efforts to implement the World Heritage Convention 
domestically

The Government of the Republic of Korea ratified the World Heritage Convention 
in 1988, and has always taken its responsibilities for its World Heritage sites 
very seriously. Designating 1997 as a Cultural Heritage Year and declaring the 
Cultural Heritage Constitution are some examples of the Korean Government’s 
efforts to implement its obligations under the Convention.
For future preservation of Korea’s World Heritage sites, the government has put 
in place a comprehensive system to conserve and promote these relics of its 
history by following a systematic implementation of the Convention.

 1. Unified heritage management system of the Republic of Korea
Korea’s Cultural Heritage Administration (CHA) started out in 1945 as the 
Former Royal Household Affair Office, organized to oversee duties related to the 
management of cultural heritage. Unlike some countries where natural heritage 
and cultural heritage are managed separately by different governmental agencies, 
Korea manages them together under the CHA. The administration’s scope of work, 
in fact, extends to intangible heritage, underwater heritage, movable property, 
buried cultural property, modern cultural property and various types of heritage 
with values to be conserved. In this manner, Korea is capable of managing all 

Korea: home to ten cultural and natural World Heritage sites

types of national heritage, in line with an international trend to integrate the 
values of intangible heritage with those of cultural and natural heritage. The 
headquarters of CHA consists of four bureaus, including eighteen divisions such 
as the Conservation Policy Division, the Tangible Heritage Division, the Intangible 
Heritage Division and the Cultural Heritage Risk Management Division. There 
are also thirteen affiliate institutions including the Korean National University of 
Cultural Heritage. The CHA’s annual budget in 2012 was US$551 million allocated 
through the Cultural Heritage Protection Fund.

 2. Legal instruments for heritage conservation
Seven key laws provide protection for Korea’s tangible and intangible heritage. 
The most important and primary legislation is the Heritage Protection Law 
(1962), which preserves the original state of the heritage sites, and ‘sustains 
and restores, where needed, the heritage values at the time of designation as 
national heritage’.

 3. Specialized national expert groups to help safeguard heritage sites
Any preservation and maintenance work and development proposals 
considered likely to have a significant impact on national heritage undergo an in-
depth review by the National Cultural Heritage Committee (CHC), which makes 
recommendations to the CHA. The recommendations of the committee are 
mostly often reflected in the CHA’s final decision, as long as they do not conflict 
with the relevant laws, decrees and operational guidelines of the CHA. The CHC 
is composed of 110 committee members – all experts with at least ten years’ 
experience in heritage conservation or anthropology, sociology, architecture 
and urban planning. They belong to nine subcommittees specializing in ancient 
architecture, natural heritage, buried cultural property, archaeological sites, and 
so forth.

 4. Research and education capacity-building
The National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage (NRICH) under the umbrella 
of CHA is at the centre of cultural heritage research in Korea. Established in 
1969, the NRICH aims to lead the movement for research on cultural heritage.
The NRICH has taken a leading role in strengthening the domestic 

Sponsored Statem
ent



“You can’t explain something this beautiful.”

implementation of the 1972 World Heritage Convention as well as the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage Convention (2003).

In addition, the Korea National University of Cultural Heritage, established in 
2000, is one of the most prominent academic facilities specializing in heritage 
conservation for future generations.

• Korea’s transformation from recipient of aid to donor nation 

When the Korean War left the Republic of Korea in ruin and despair, UNESCO 
helped to build a factory for printing elementary school textbooks, thereby laying 
the foundation for the education system that has been the driving force behind 
the nation’s unprecedented development over the last six decades, transforming 
it from a recipient of international aid to a donor nation.
For over a decade now, the government has provided support to various Member 
States in their capacity-building and community involvement activities for 
conservation of World Heritage through its Funds-in-Trust projects and bilateral 
trust project with the World Heritage Centre. Korea has also participated in 
statutory Convention meetings and hosted various international conferences, 
seminars, meetings of experts and international symposia. Furthermore, Korea 
has consistently strived to enhance conservation and management of World 
Heritage sites. Korea’s deep commitment to achieving the Strategic Objectives 
of the World Heritage Convention is evidenced by the following activities:

1. Credibility: Korea will participate in upholding the efforts of Asian countries, 
including the Philippines and the Maldives, for a balanced World Heritage List.

2. Conservation: Bilateral and multilateral conservation projects are ongoing, 
including conserving the Koguryo Tombs project (2000–2012, DPR Korea), 
managing the restoration of the Bagan site (2013–, Myanmar), and restoring 
Hong Nang Sida (2013–, Lao PDR).

3. Capacity-building: International cooperation continues within the framework 
of training for cultural heritage experts from Asia on conservation science 

(2005-) and key international meetings where necessary, such as convening 
the Regional Meeting for Periodic Reporting of World Heritage sites in Asia and 
the Pacific in Korea (2011).

4. Communication: Korea builds and maintains a network of conservation 
experts, and hosts occasional meetings including the 2012 World Conservation 
Congress.

5. Communities: As a key player in safeguarding World Heritage, Korea 
continues to facilitate local community involvement for management of World 
Heritage through international and national symposiums.

• Korean’s commitment to the international community

The time has come for Korea to repay the invaluable aid and assistance that 
it has received from the international community. Korea aims to strengthen its 
commitment to the conservation of the world’s cultural and natural heritage and 
to continue to uphold the UNESCO Constitution by promoting a culture of peace 
through cultural diversity and intercultural dialogue.

Korea’s strategy to achieve the fundamental intent of the World Heritage 
Convention includes promoting cultural diversity by safeguarding World 
Heritage sites and serving as a credible sponsor for developing countries. 
Korea will also continue to provide technical support to preserve World 
Heritage sites and serve as a cultural bridge that enhances cooperation 
between all States Parties.



between Panasonic, the UNESCO 
World Heritage Centre and selected 
World Heritage sites offers children the 
opportunity to visit world sites around the 
world and learn about UNESCO’s work. 
Approximately 4,000 children have taken 
part in the programme to date, which on 
17 June 2013 was officially recognized by 
the Japanese Embassy in Angkor as part of 
the celebrations for the 60th anniversary of 
Cambodia-Japan relations.

In addition, Panasonic organizes the 
annual Eco Picture Diary Contest, in which 
children introduce their own unique global 
environmental conservation activities in the 
form of a picture diary. Started in 2008 
in Japan, the contest has grown globally, 
and has been held in fifty-one different 
countries and regions with the participation 
of approximately 300,000 children. Global 
award ceremonies have also been held 
in partnership with UNESCO, at its Paris 
Headquarters in 2011 and at Nijō Castle in 
Kyoto (Japan) in 2012.

Media Training sessions were held in 
parallel with the Eco Learning Program in 
Tusson (France) in June 2012, at the Imperial 
Citadel of Thang Long in Hanoi (Viet Nam) in 
August 2012, as well as at the Archaeological 
Monuments Zone of Xochicalco (Mexico), 
where Panasonic invited UNESCO youth 
volunteers to take part in Media Training for 

Renewed 
strategic 
partnership 
with Panasonic 

On 18 June 2013 UNESCO and Panasonic 
Corporation signed a framework agreement 
to renew their strategic partnership for 
another two years. UNESCO Director-
General, Irina Bokova, and Senior Managing 
Executive Officer of Panasonic Corporation, 
Takumi Kajisha, signed the agreement in 
Phnom Penh in the Kingdom of Cambodia, 
on the occasion of the 37th session of the 
World Heritage Committee.

Through this partnership, established 
in 2011, which focuses mainly on World 
Heritage, Panasonic has promoted joint 
programmes in the fields of education, 
communication and technological support 
over the past two years. Following the 
renewal of the agreement, the partnership 
will actively promote and develop these 
programmes in the future.

In the field of education, Panasonic has 
since 2011 hosted the World Heritage 
Eco Learning Program at eleven different 
World Heritage sites in ten countries to 
promote the importance of World Heritage 
to children. This collaborative programme 

Young Documentalists. A total of twenty-
nine volunteers learned how to shoot and 
edit images and videos with professional 
equipment provided by Panasonic. 

Site visits were arranged to give the 
young trainees an opportunity to acquire 
hands-on experience and a valuable chance 
to practise their newly acquired media skills 
as they created short clips based on the 
excursions. The shooting was done during 
one-day visits to Fort-Liédot (Île d’Aix, 
France), Thang Long Imperial Citadel and 
Xochicalco.

At the end of the training sessions, a 
10-minute video on the Panasonic and 
UNESCO partnership was shown and the 
young documentalists presented the results 
of their work to all participants.

In the field of communication, Panasonic 
has worked in partnership with the National 
Geographic Channel to present a World 
Heritage-focused television programme, 
The World Heritage Special. Since its launch 
in June 2011, the programme has been 
broadcast in 193 countries and regions 
(440 million households) around the world. 
Panasonic has signed up to continue this 
sponsorship for a further two years.

As regards technological support, in 
addition to supplying audiovisual equipment 
to UNESCO Headquarters, Panasonic has also 
made available its latest 3D technology with 

‘Dive into World Heritage 3D’.
© Panasonic
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‘Dive into World Heritage 3D’, a system that 
lets viewers experience World Heritage sites 
as if they were there, and has also provided 
media training in recording and editing 
techniques to young volunteers engaged in 
World Heritage preservation. The company 
is also replacing incandescent bulbs with 
energy-saving LED lights at World Heritage 
sites in Japan, including Shirakawa-Go village 
in Gifu prefecture, Kiyomizu Temple in Kyoto 
and Itsukushima Shrine in Hiroshima, as well 
as other sites around the world, such as 
Prague Castle (Czech Republic).

Over the next two years Panasonic will 
provide its audiovisual systems, such as 
High Definition Video Communication, to 
UNESCO Headquarters and field offices. 
The company will also donate solar lanterns 
to regions without electricity, and continue 
its efforts to replace incandescent bulbs 
with LED lights at World Heritage sites 
around the world. Panasonic, which has 
produced the World Heritage Calendar 
since 1995, has since 2011 been distributing 
a World Heritage Calendar app for 
computers, smartphones and tablets as an 
educational tool, which has now reached 

some 9,000 UNESCO Associated Schools in 
180 countries .

In addition to the above-mentioned 
activities, in the context of the 2012 
armed conflict in northern Mali, Panasonic 
has been involved together with the 
international community in the UNESCO 
Action Plan to assess the extent of damage 
to World Heritage sites in the country, 
notably Timbuktu and the Tomb of Askia 
in Gao, and the establishment of priority 
emergency conservation works.

In this respect, in June 2013 Panasonic 
financed the first UNESCO expert mission to 
Timbuktu to assess the damage to the city’s 
cultural heritage caused by rebel forces that 
occupied the region until early 2013. The 
mission gathered important information 
on the state of heritage and its findings are 
the first step in repairing, rebuilding and 
protecting.

Through this strategic partnership 
agreement, Panasonic and UNESCO will 
continue to contribute to the conservation 
of World Heritage sites and of the 
environment, as well as to the education of 
the next generation.

How-to guides 
on sustainable 
tourism

UNESCO and the Fondation IRIS, under 
the aegis of the Fondation de France, 
agreed on 11 July 2013 to collaborate 
on the safeguarding and protecting of 
World Heritage through a new project: 
Sustainable Tourism in World Heritage 
Sites: A Series of How-to Guides.

This project brings UNESCO expertise 
in promoting the role of culture in the 
achievement of development objectives, 
a key objective of the World Heritage 
and Sustainable Tourism Programme’s 
Action Plan, together with the experience 
and involvement of Fondation IRIS in 
sustainable development, the preservation 
of cultural and natural sites and the 
involvement of local communities.

The project will not only identify the 
best case studies for seven specific guides, 
but will also be involved in the case study 
development phase through primary 
research and interviews in geographically 
balanced best practice locations. It will 
then work on the design and editorial 
development of the guides, incorporating 
case studies.

The UNESCO–Fondation IRIS project 
aims to produce capacity-building tools 
for World Heritage site managers and 
tourism management professionals so that 
they can more effectively and efficiently 
plan and manage tourism and be change-
makers at their own destinations. 

The project will also promote ongoing 
learning by site managers, tourism 
professionals, conservation professionals 
and communities around the world 
through the sharing of best practices 
in sustainable tourism planning and 
management. It hopes to achieve a 
broad stakeholder engagement in the 
planning, development and management 
of sustainable tourism that considers 
heritage conservation by individual 
destination and focuses on empowering 
local communities. 

Archaeological Monuments Zone of Xochicalco (Mexico).
© John Hume
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Youths practise 
hands-on site 
conservation 
at 2013 World 
Heritage Youth 
Forum 

The World Heritage Youth Forum, 
Cambodia 2013, was held at the sites of 
Angkor, Siem Reap and Phnom Penh from 
8 to 16 June 2013, in conjunction with 
the 37th session of the World Heritage 
Committee. The event gathered thirty-six 
representatives from sixteen countries, 
including twenty from Cambodia.

The forum, on the theme of Living 
Heritage: Temple, Environment, People 
(TEP), aimed to raise awareness among 
young people of the importance of 
heritage preservation, conservation and 
promotion; develop their appreciation and 
respect for cultural diversity; and deepen 
their understanding of the World Heritage 
Convention to foster the role they can take 
in its implementation. 

In Siem Reap, the young delegates 
shared presentations on World Heritage 
sites in their countries, while experts from 
the APSARA National Authority, headed by 
Khuon Khun-Neay, provided the theoretical 

context of conservation and preservation 
concerns of the Angkor site. They took part 
in daily workshops and plenary discussions 
focused on the forum theme. The 
participants visited the water infrastructure 
in Angkor Park to help them understand the 
role of water and forest in the stability of 
temples, groundwater issues, rehabilitation 
of Jayatataka (North Baray), the ancient 
water reservoirs and the Angkorian water 
system. They also met with the communities 
of Rohal and north Sras-Srang in Siem Reap, 
and visited the city.

Together with heritage experts, the forum 
participants visited the temples Angkor Wat, 
Ta Prohm and the Bayon, where they carried 
out hands-on conservation activities.

The young people also took part in an 
archaeological training session on how 
to define the different soil layers of an 
excavation pit south-east of the site. Using 
tools provided by the site archaeologist, they 
cleaned the wall of the pit, tried reading the 
different textures of soil and the remaining 
cultural material, and drew lines to define 
the stratography. They also used hammer 
and chisel to dress new stone blocks, cutting 
and shaping them to replace missing pieces.

On 16 June the Youth Forum delegates 
participated in the opening ceremony of 
the 37th session of the World Heritage 
Committee. In their address, they 
emphasized the importance for young 
people to understand history and heritage, 

and recognized their responsibility to 
conserve not only the physical structures 
of heritage sites but also their environment 
and traditions, the intangible dimension, 
which make heritage properties ‘living’ 
sites. Their activities were reported through 
a video presentation.

After the ceremony, the delegates met 
UNESCO Director-General Irina Bokova, 
UNESCO Assistant Director-General for 
Culture Francesco Bandarin, members of 
the World Heritage Committee and the 
Committee’s Advisory Bodies (ICOMOS 
and IUCN), unanimously agreeing that 
the objectives of the Youth Forum were 
successfully achieved and speaking 
enthusiastically about this memorable 
experience.

Finally the delegates expressed their 
heartfelt thanks to the organizers: the 
Cambodian National Commission for 
UNESCO, APSARA, the Union of Youth 
Federations of Cambodia and the UNESCO 
World Heritage Centre, as well as the 
Cambodian volunteers and APSARA 
facilitators. They also thanked the ASEAN 
Foundation, IESCO, the University of 
Puthisastra, the Vatannac Bank and 
Cambodian Airports for their support to the 
Youth Forum.

Videos of the Youth Forum are available 
at:

http://www.whc37cambodia2013.kh/
youthforum/site/videoplayer/32/11/42.html

Participants at the 2013 World Heritage Youth Forum held in Cambodia.
© UNESCO/Kingdom of Cambodia
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Partnership 
for sustainable 
tourism 

On 28 June, the Director-General of 
UNESCO, Irina Bokova, and Huang Nubo, 
Founder and CEO of the Beijing Zhongkun 
Investment Group, signed a US$1 million 
partnership agreement to support 
UNESCO’s work on the development of 
World Heritage Sustainable Tourism.

‘I wish to thank you for combining your 
entrepreneurship with your enthusiasm and 
passion for culture, literature and heritage, 
thereby supporting UNESCO’s efforts,’ said 
Irina Bokova, stressing the importance of 
balancing economic development with 
the safeguarding of World Heritage. ‘This 
agreement goes exactly in that sense. UNESCO 
is proud of counting you as part of its family.’

Deeply committed to the safeguarding of 
cultural and natural heritage, Huang Nubo 
is also an accomplished poet, enthusiastic 
explorer and experienced mountain climber. 
On 17 May, he climbed Mount Everest for 
the third time. At the summit he raised the 
UNESCO logo, took off his oxygen mask 
and appealed to the world to protect the 
planet and support UNESCO’s mission. ‘As 
an entrepreneur who has benefited from 
globalization, I feel it is my duty to support 
society for what it has given to me,’ he 
added. 

‘UNESCO is committed to eradicate 
poverty, to promote sustainable 
development, to accelerate intercultural 
dialogue and help to create knowledge 
societies,’ he said on the same occasion. ‘My 
message from the highest point of planet 
Earth is that UNESCO can contribute to assist 
all countries in pursuing these noble goals.’ 

Huang Nubo’s video message can 
be seen at: http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=NMiCWpLL18s

Patrimonito in the Republic of Korea: Seokguram Grotto and Bulguksa Temple and Youth Involvement.

Youth Action for 
World Heritage

World Heritage and youth have been 
active around the globe with a meeting of 
youth volunteers in March 2013, a Youth 
Forum in April 2013, and the production 
of two new episodes of the Patrimonito 
cartoon series. 

The World Heritage Education 
Programme has announced the release 
of two new episodes of Patrimonito’s 
World Heritage Adventures. Episode 11, 
Patrimonito in the Republic of Korea: 
Seokguram Grotto and Bulguksa Temple 
and Youth Involvement, highlights the 
role of young people in World Heritage 
promotion and preservation. The episode 
is based on the winning storyboard from 
the 2012 Patrimonito National Storyboard 
Competition in the Republic of Korea. 
Episode 12, Patrimonito in China: The 
Great Wall and Youth, is based on a 
storyboard from the competition in China. 
In this episode, Patrimonito mobilizes 

young people to join in the efforts to 
protect and preserve a World Heritage 
site weathered by time.  

Also within the framework of the 
World Heritage Education Programme, 
the World Heritage Volunteers (WHV) 
initiative brought together twenty-six 
delegates, including representatives of 
thirteen youth organizations, from 4 
to 8 March 2013 in Spitz an der Danau 
(Wachau, Austria) to discuss the year’s 
results and to plan for common action in 
WHV 2013. 

Between 6 and 11 April 2013 some 
seventy participants, including thirty-
two young students and twenty teachers 
from twelve countries, met in Zaječar 
(Serbia) for the Second South East 
Europe World Heritage Youth Forum for 
Peace and Sustainable Development. 
Activities included a guided visit to 
the Gamzigrad-Romuliana, Palace of 
Galerius World Heritage site, workshops, 
hands-on mosaic artwork and painting 
and presentations about heritage-related 
school projects. The young participants 
also held a simulated meeting of the 
World Heritage Committee.
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The Case of the Lost World Heritage, 9th episode
A series of World Heritage comic strips featuring Rattus Holmes and Dr Felis Watson, the famous pet detectives of Sherlock Holmes 

and Dr Watson, will soon be published. The sleuths save the World Heritage sites from evil Moriarty, who plans to steal them for an 
interplanetary theme park. They are part of a series co-published by UNESCO and Edge Group, UK, which includes other adventures of 
Holmes and Watson in Rattus Holmes in the Case of the Spoilsports (about doping in sports) and Rattus Holmes and the Case of the World 
Water Crisis. It will also be available on the World Heritage Centre website http://whc.unesco.org. For more information about Edge Group 
and their work, write to edgesword@yahoo.com.

The story continues in the next issue of World Heritage...

News    Outreach
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Looking Forward: Report on 
the 40th Anniversary of the 
World Heritage Convention
Published by UNESCO World 
Heritage Centre 
Print: English and French in one volume
PDF: English and French versions,
downloadable from the 
World Heritage website
http://whc.unesco.org/en/activities/726/

The year 2012 marked the 40th 
anniversary of the World Heritage 
Convention. This publication records 
the various initiatives that the World 
Heritage community undertook at 
international, national and local levels 
to mark this important milestone in 
the history of the Convention. 
The theme ‘World Heritage and 
Sustainable Development: the Role of Local 
Communities’ was chosen as the focus of 
this celebratory year, which encompassed 
more than 120 events in 48 different 
countries. This theme reflects the emerging 
concern that the relationship between 
economic and social development, as 
well as the involvement of local people, 
is increasingly crucial to the protection 
of both natural and cultural heritage. 
Many of the events throughout the year 
reflected on this issue and the findings 
are presented in this report, which was 
financed by the Japanese Funds-in-Trust.
.

Newsletter: Globally 
Important Agricultural 
Heritage Systems (GIAHS). 
English only 
http://www.giahs.org/filead-
min/user_upload/giahs/docs/
NEWSLETTER-GIAHS-web.pdf

In order to safeguard and support the 
world’s agricultural heritage systems, 
the Food and Agricultural Organization 
started an initiative in 2002 for the 
dynamic conservation of Globally 
Important Agricultural Heritage Systems 
(GIAHS). The GIAHS initiative promotes 
public understanding, awareness, 
national and international recognition 
of agricultural heritage systems. The 
first issue of this newsletter presents 
project activities in the East, where 
countries such as China, India and Japan 
continue to develop a whole new set of 
initiatives, placing agricultural heritage 
at the root of their sustainable future. It 
also contains articles on Latin America, 
in particular biodiversity conservation 
and food security in Chile and Peru. 

‘Archaeologizing’ 
Heritage? Transcultural 
Entanglements between 
Local Social Practices and 
Global Virtual Realities 
Edited by Michael Falser 
and Monica Juneja 
Published with Heidelberg University/
Germany (Series: Transcultural 
Research – Heidelberg Studies on Asia 
and Europe in a Global Context) 
English only
http://www.springer.com/
social+sciences/book/978-3-642-35869-2

This book investigates what has constituted 
the notion of ‘archaeological heritage’ from 
colonial times to the present. It includes 
case studies of existing and tentative World 
Heritage sites in South and South-East 
Asia such as the Taj Mahal, Bamiyan and 
Pagan, and has a special focus on Angkor 
in Cambodia. The contributions range 
from architectural and intellectual history 
to museum studies, historic preservation 
and restoration practice. Case studies from 
computational modelling in archaeology 
discuss a comparable paradigmatic 
change from a mere simulation of 
supposedly dead archaeological building 
material to an increasing appreciation 
and scientific incorporation of the 
knowledge of local stakeholders.

Congo Nature, 
Treasures of the East
Film documentary (26 min)
Directed by Philippe Lamair 
and Tanguy Dumortier 
Produced by Popiul and Eric de Lamotte 
French with English subtitles
https://vimeo.com/onde-
mand/treasuresoftheeast
US$3 per view

This documentary is a superb journey in 
eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo 
across Virunga, Garamba, Epulu and 
Kahuzi-Biega National Parks. Choosing 
to focus on the spectacular nature of the 
DR Congo, Philippe Lamair and Tanguy 
Dumortier present an array of the marvels 
of the African continent such as the birth of 
a volcano, carnivorous predators, gorillas, 
bamboo forests or the savannah … Their 
documentary, filmed in an unspoiled 
setting that is also one of the planet’s most 
extraordinary ecosystems, draws attention 
to the risks these national parks face.
 

Heritage, a Driver of 
Development: Rising to 
the Challenge, Results of 
the 17th ICOMOS General 
Assembly Symposium
English and French in one volume
http://www.icomos.org/en/
home-doc/608-heritage-a-driver-
of-development-rising-to-the-
challenge-results-of-the-17th-icomos-
general-assembly-symposium

This bilingual report forms a synthesis of 
the issues formulated during the 2011 
ICOMOS General Assembly Symposium 
focused on heritage as a driver of 
development. In addition to the 150 
contributions selected for presentation at 
the symposium, almost 270 contributors 
from around the world delivered analyses, 
proposals, points of debate, questions and 
original suggestions on four major themes: 
Heritage and Regional Development, 
Development and a Return to the Art 
of Building, Tourism and Development, 
and Development and the Economy.
The production of this book was made 
available thanks to the support of the 
French Institut National du Patrimoine.

COMPACT: Engaging 
Local Communities 
in Stewardship of 
Protected Areas
Edited by Jessica Brown 
and Terence Hay-Edie 
Produced by the United Nations 
Development Programme
English only  
http://sgp.undp.org/images/
Compact_Report_WEB_flat.pdf

Launched in 2000, the Community 
Management of Protected Areas 
Conservation (COMPACT) initiative is a 
partnership of the UNDP/GEF Small Grants 
Programme with the United Nations 
Foundation (UNF) and the World Heritage 
Centre. The initiative seeks to demonstrate 
how community-based initiatives can 
increase effectiveness of biodiversity 
conservation in the co-management 
of globally significant protected areas 
by working to improve the livelihoods 
of local populations. COMPACT has 
been working with communities near 
eight current or proposed UNESCO 
World Heritage sites in Africa, Asia, 
Meso-America and the Caribbean. 
The report introduces the COMPACT 
model and reviews its twelve 
years of experience in providing 
small grants towards the shared 
governance of World Heritage sites.

1

ACTES DU SYMPOSIUM 
DE LA XVIIÈME ASSEMBLEE GENERALE DE L’ICOMOS

Le patrimoine, 
moteur de développement

Heritage, 
a driver of development

PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE 17TH ICOMOS GENERAL ASSEMBLY  

A Worldwide Celebration

1972-2012

Report on the         th Anniversary of the
World Heritage Convention

Newsletter

Where GIAHS takes place

ISSUE
MONTH 4
YEAR 2013

2

P6/Tunisia
Creating an enabling 
environment for the 
conservation of the 
Historic Gafsa Oasis

P8/Peru
Revitalizing 
Andean 
agricultural 
systems in Peru

P7/Philippines
Stories from 
the field: 
Agricultural 
Heritage 
Learning Center

P5/China
China’s Nationally 
Important 
Agricultural 
Heritage Systems 
(NIAHS)

P4/Japan
Satoyama-
Satoumi 
Meister Training 
Program: 
Revitalizing 
Noto Peninsula

P5/Chile
Transmitting 
Chiloe’s 
Agri-Cultural 
Heritage, 
empowering 
farmers

Many Voices, One Vision: 
The Early Years of the 
World Heritage Convention
Mechtild Rössler and 
Christina Cameron
Ashgate Publishing
English only
http://www.ashgate.com

The World Heritage Convention was 
adopted in 1972, and has become a 
highly successful international treaty that 
influences heritage activity in virtually 
every country in the world. Focusing 
on the Convention’s creation and early 
implementation, this book examines the 
World Heritage system and its global 
impact through diverse prisms, including 
its normative frameworks, constituent 
bodies, programme activities, personalities 
and key issues. The authors concentrate 
on the period between 1972 and 2000 
because implementation of the World 
Heritage Convention during these years sets 
the stage for future activity and provides 
a foil for understanding the subsequent 
evolution in the decade that follows. This 
innovative book seeks out the voices of 
the pioneers – some 40 key players who 
participated in the creation and early 
implementation of the Convention – and 
combines these insightful interviews with 
original research drawn from a broad range 
of both published and archival sources.

http://whc.unesco.org/en/activities/726/
http://www.giahs.org/filead-min/user_upload/giahs/docs/
http://www.giahs.org/filead-min/user_upload/giahs/docs/
http://www.giahs.org/filead-min/user_upload/giahs/docs/
http://www.springer.com/
https://vimeo.com/onde-mand/treasuresoftheeast
https://vimeo.com/onde-mand/treasuresoftheeast
https://vimeo.com/onde-mand/treasuresoftheeast
http://www.icomos.org/en/
http://sgp.undp.org/images/
http://www.ashgate.com
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25 to 28 September  

‘Divided – united!’ International Conference with ICOMOS. 
Hildesheim, Germany.   
Information: weyer@hornemann-institut.de 

10 October  

ICOMOS Annual Scientific Symposium 2013: Reducing Risks to Cultural Heritage 
from Uncontrolled Development in a Globalised World. 
San José, Costa Rica.   
Information: http://www.icomos.org
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Summary
This article discusses the means of preserving historical and 

cultural heritage through the creation of a complex and multi-
faceted Archaeological Park. In the given context, the Ancient Taraz 
Archaeological Park acts as the basis for implementation of and 
compliance with the principles of conservation and utilization of 
Kazakhstan’s cultural heritage as well as a new urban planning concept.

The Archaeological Park is an important element of development of 
both the city and the region. Despite long-held assumptions, the park 
does not simply affect such important ongoing trends as rebranding, 
marketing, urban design, extended cooperation between all sectors 
of the population and the city administration, but is at the very core 
of promoting the interests of various administrative units and reaching 
certain developmental goals.

Background
In October 2012 the Zhambyl region administration made a historically 
important decision to close down the Central Market in Taraz and to 
begin large-scale archaeological research on the territory of the city, 
as part of the programme ‘Revival of historical centers of the Silk Road, 
preservation and successive development of the cultural legacy of 
Turkic-speaking states and creation of tourist industry infrastructure’.
This decision was very difficult due to its unpopularity among the 
townspeople involved in the activities of the Central Market. Various 
estimates show that this category includes up to 150,000 people, over 
30 per cent of the population of modern Taraz.
Initial public reaction to the decision was explicitly negative and local 
spontaneous rallies and protests took place.
However, the leadership of the region and the city, confident in the 
reasons for their decision, demonstrated political will and continued the 
implementation of the project ...

Why Taraz?
Taraz is one of the most famous cities of Eurasia, on a par with 

such major cities as Samarkand, Bukhara, Merv, Fustat, Kiev and 
Kuff. Well-known poets of the Middle Ages – Hafiz, Omar Khayyam, 
Rumi – sang of its beauty in their immortal creations. The city used to 
be the political centre of the first Turkic states, including the Western 
Turkic khanate, the states of Karluk and Turgesh, as well as the capital 
city of the famous Kara-Khanid khanate. It was at this time when such 
outstanding architectural works as Aishabibi, Karakhan and Babaji 
Khatun mausoleums appeared near the city of Taraz, which had been 
one of the major economic centres on the Great Silk Road since ancient 
times.

One of the oldest mints was here. Also, Taraz was a site for 
development of crafts and flourishing local and international trade as 
it lay at the crossroads of two zones, settled agricultural and pastoral-
nomadic, which resulted in the establishment of the unique steppe 
civilization in Kazakhstan. Taraz was the cultural centre. The city 
developed such religions as Zoroastrianism, Christianity, Manichaeism, 

Archaeological Park as a basis for
elaborating principles and objectives
of the Venice Charter

Islam, Tengriism and Shamanism. The first mosques and madrasas 
were opened here.

Achievements of the last two years
During the last two years’ expedition to the citadel (central part) of 
the Taraz settlement of Taraz, archaeologists found two construction 
horizons during excavation: the first dates back to the 18th–19th 
centuries, the second to the 11th–12th centuries.
We may conclude the discovery of ruins of the oldest madrasas on the 
territory of Kazakhstan, of fortifications that date back to the 8th–9th 
centuries, of hamam baths, main street and block constructions of the 
Karakhanid era, of public amenities rich with numerous elements of 
medieval architecture and decor (researchers found a highly artistic tile, 
part of a composite picture showing hunting) and other elements that 
testify both how rich material has been accumulated over a short time 
and great undoubted prospects of archaeological works on the ancient 
Taraz settlement, which is symbolic of the Republic of Kazakhstan. 
 
Potential of the Ancient Taraz Archaeological Park

At present, both Kazakhstan and UNESCO undertake measures 
to ensure the protection, preservation and promotion of historical and 
cultural heritage through nomination of objects of historical, cultural and 
natural heritage for the UNESCO World Heritage List.

Museumification is one of the most effective modern means for 
studying archaeological monuments and keeping them safe from looting 
or destruction. The most successful integration of archaeological, 
historical and cultural monuments in the economy is achieved through 
creating archaeological parks and developing tourist infrastructure in the 
region. In contrast to the Archaeological Museum, the Archaeological 
Park may be supplemented by ethnographic expositions of modern 
reconstructions of ancient buildings, as well as ongoing excavations 
run by scholars and students, some from other countries., who may 
organize various cultural and scientific venues on the basis of the 
Archaeological Park.

The collection of artefacts discovered at Taraz reveals it as an 
outstanding capital city, the trading hub on the Great Silk Road. This 
role and its colourful historical background, coupled with a well-defined 
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strategy and scientific management, may soon provide the opportunity 
to nominate this landmark monument for inclusion on the UNESCO 
World Heritage List, as well as creating a new and recognizable 
worldwide brand for modern Kazakhstan.

As the site is on the territory of the modern and fast-growing city 
and regional centre, it is likely to permanently lose vast amounts of 
historical and cultural information to anthropogenic factors. Thus the 
task of incorporating the Taraz settlement in the World Heritage List 
is the priority not only for the scientific community, but also for the 
administration of Taraz city, Zhambyl region and the Government of 
Kazakhstan.

It should be noted that 2013 funds allotted to conduct archaeological 
research on the area of the former central marketplace in Taraz are 
close to exhaustion due to the rapid progress of the research. This leads 
to the burning issue of continuing the archaeological research with the 
purpose of collecting a sufficient volume of scientific material to prepare 
a nomination application for World Heritage listing. In addition, potential 
opportunities and appropriate economic use of the territory depend on 
the degree of exploration of the ancient site.

This move alone will create a unique image of the city in the 
international arena and generate interest in visiting Taraz for scientific 
and educational purposes. In addition, residents of the city and region 
must acquire a sense of belonging to the great past of Taraz, which 
will become a strong incentive to cooperate with the city in terms of its 
further development.

Despite the fact that the history of Taraz dates back over two 
millennia, the modern city unfortunately does not have an authentic, 
vibrant and recognizable face. This should be duly taken into account 
by local and regional authorities while implementing medium- and long-
term development plans. Contemporary urban trends include marketing 
of the area or, in other words, elaboration and implementation of a 
set of measures aimed at creation and development of a unique and 
recognizable image – a brand – in the minds of residents and non-
residents. City branding is a kind of ‘aerobatics’ marketing, its most 
sophisticated form, valuable not for itself, but because it helps in the 
marketing of the city and in promoting its interests in terms of solving 
specific development problems.

A strong brand is the best competitive advantage that any city can 
have today. Although branding is a relatively new phenomenon it found 
a rapid response among city managers as it allows the city to ‘catch the 
moment’, i.e. to find the extraordinary, fresh and stunning from within 
and to show this to the country and the world. This statement serves as 
a pretext for practical renovation of the urban unit.

Currently, there are several approaches to forming an urban brand. 
There is an interesting approach, based not on inventing new symbols 
designed to create a new ideal city, but on a translation of already 
existing realia of the city into the language of symbols, including all 
its advantages and disadvantages. It allows municipalities to avoid 
wasting budget on ‘brand building’ or ‘image creation’. Such realia 
already exist and, at the same time, are little used for the benefit of the 
city. The ancient history and its material evidence represent the huge 
archaeological potential of Taraz.

Thus, the establishment of the Archaeological Park at the excavation 
sites of the ancient city will generate economic benefits through its 
contribution to the formation and development of the city brand. An 
international highway connecting Western Europe and Western China 
will provide ample opportunities to attract tourists. Therefore, in the near 
future Taraz may well become an Asian tourist centre, which will help 
to further develop the tourist infrastructure and certainly make a very 
positive impact on the welfare of the local population. All these steps 
are the basis for the formation of a new modern urban concept with the 
Archaeological Park at its core.

Archaeological investigations at the site of Taraz in 2013.
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its activities over the course of the last century, however, 
threatens to endanger the fragile and complex ecological 

equilibriums that reign over the globe.
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the Earth and thereby guarantee the survival of future 
generations.
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As the symbol of supreme regal power, the dragon plays a 
special role in the cultural, political and spiritual life of the 
Vietnamese. Many archaeological artefacts unearthed at Thang 
Long Imperial Citadel carry the dragon motif. These include 
chinaware, architectural materials and stone sculptures that are 
extremely diverse, sophisticated and versatile. Most of the pieces 
of chinaware with the dragon motif are utensils used by the royal 
family, including pots, jars, bowls, plates and basins, which feature 
many different types of enamel: white, pearl, golden, deep blue, 
emerald and brown flowered, and so on. 

The ceramic decorations on the palace roofs also boast 
remarkable diversity, reflecting the magnificence of the Thang 
Long Imperial Palace under the dynasties of Ly, Tran and Le 
which spanned from the 11th to the 18th centuries. These ceramic 
dragon statuettes, together with the reliefs of symmetrical bodhi 
leaves with kowtowing and crouching dragons, asymmetrical 
bodhi leaves with a dragon, and tubular tiles with bodhi leaves 
and dragons, are all delicately fashioned in extreme detail. There 
are also other kinds of ceramic roof tiles, splendidly enamelled in 
emerald or gold and decorated with dragons. 

Dragons of different eras have different features and styles. Ly 
dynasty dragons curl gracefully and have a comb on their head 
but no horns, while the Tran era dragons are characteristically 
big, round and strong, with a pair of horns on their heads. The 
Le era dragons look fiercer, with a smooth mane waving behind 
their heads. 

The Dragon Steps at the Kinh Thien Palace constructed in the 
Early Le period, which constitute a significant part of the World 
Heritage Site, bear testimony to the art of stone sculpture under 
the 15th century Early Le Dynasty. Each of the two five-clawed 
dragons on the steps was made from one single piece of stone.

The dragon symbol and its meaning have contributed a 
substantial part to the Outstanding Universal Value of the 
Imperial Citadel of Thang Long-Hanoi as a World Heritage Site. 

Thang Long - Hanoi Heritage Conservation Centre 
Address: 12 Nguyen Tri Phuong / 9 Hoang Dieu, Ba Dinh, Hanoi   -   Telephone: (84 - 4). 37345927   -   Fax: (84 - 4). 37345926

Contact for tour booking: (84 - 4). 3 7345427   -   Email: hoangthanhthanglong@gmail.com

www.hoangthanhthanglong.vn/
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Central Sector of the Imperial Citadel
of Thang Long - Hanoi
Inscribed on the World Heritage List in 2010

The symbol of 
the dragon in the
Thang Long Imperial Citadel
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In Focus: World Heritage and other conventions

The conservation of World Heritage involves a complex network of 
partners. This issue will explore the complementarity and synergies 
for sustainable development between the different designations for 
natural sites and cultural landscapes. 

The articles will take a close look at how the World Heritage 
Convention and other programmes and conventions such as 
Man and the Biosphere, Geoparks and Ramsar, work together to 
protect World Heritage sites, and showcase the complementarities 

Next Issue

between UNESCO cultural landscapes and International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) protected areas.

The issue will also feature an interview with Braulio Ferreira de 
Souza Dias, Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity.  
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Malpelo Fauna and Flora Sanctuary (Colombia).

© Tommy

Škocjan Caves (Slovenia).

© Tommy

Messel Pit Fossil Site (Germany).
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