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I wish to extend my warm greeting to the participants of this workshop devoted to World 

Heritage and, more generally, the worldwide action of UNESCO. 

 

My congratulations go to the numerous organizers of this initiative, including the 

Foundation for Information Society, the Hungarian National Commission for UNESCO, 

the National Office of Cultural Heritage, ICOMOS Hungary and several Hungarian 

higher education institutions. 

 

I would like to commend in particular the Budapest College for Communication and 

Business for establishing Hungary’s first World Heritage Masters programme in the 

framework of the UNESCO UNITWIN network for culture and tourism. This is a historic 

step for heritage preservation in your country. 

 

This one-day workshop is particularly timely in this Year of World Heritage in Hungary. It 

also coincides with the 40th anniversary of the World Heritage Convention, whose 

theme is ‘World Heritage and Sustainable Development: the role of local communities’.  

 

Hungary has long shown a deep commitment to World Heritage preservation, as a 

member of the World Heritage Committee from 1997 to 2003. The Memorandum of 

Understanding signed between UNESCO and Hungary in November 2011, has further 
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reinforced Hungary’s cooperation not only in area of culture but in UNESCO’s other 

fields of competence, namely education, sciences and communication and information. 

This agreement will serve as the foundation for future joint projects in these key areas.  

 

Moreover, Hungary remains very active on the national level through concrete 

measures, such as the adoption by the Hungarian Parliament of a World Heritage Law. 

This landmark legislation, which came into force in January of this year, provides a legal 

framework for the effective management of Hungarian World Heritage sites and the 

protection of their outstanding universal value in line with principles of sustainable 

development.  

 

I encourage you all, and particularly Hungary’s young people, to pursue your excellent 

efforts to ensure the safeguarding of our common heritage for future generations.  

 

 


