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Publishing

THEORIZING ART

New and recent books from Blackwell Publishing

THEORY IN CONTEMPORARY ART SINCE 1985
Edited by ZOYA KOCUR and SIMON LEUNG

“This is a much-needed primer on.the role of critical thought in the .
art of the last twenty years. At a time when some have mourned -
or alternatively celebrated - the death of art theory, this valuable
anthology traces its viability - indeed, its necessity - for
understanding recent aesthetic practice.”

Pamela Lee, Stanford University

480 pages / 16 colour, 28 black & white illustrations
0-631-22868-3 hb / 0-631-22867-5 pb / June 2004

ART THEORY

An Historical Introduction
ROBERT WILLIAMS

“To write a general history of art theory from Homer to Baudrillard
Is a courageous and generous act in an age of fragmented
specialties. To write one that reads art theory not just in its
philosophical and linguistic traditions but as sensitive responses to
changing artistic practices is a rare accomplishment.”

Philip Sohm, University of Toronto

328 pages / 24 colour, 69 black & white Hlustrations
1-405-10706-5 hb / 1-405-10707-3 pb / 2003

MUSEUM STUDIES

An Anthology of Contexts
Edited by BETTINA MESSIAS CARBONELL

“Combining important historical texts, classic critical analyses, and
current commentary on the museum, this anthology is a unique
resource for Museum Studies.”

Bruce Altshuler, New York University

680 pages / 0-631-22825-X hb / 0-631-22830-6 pb/ 2003

For more information about these books, or to order online, please visit our
website at: www.blackwellpublishing.com/art
For regular e-mail updates on new art history and theory titles from Blackwell, visit:

www.blackwellpublishing.com/ealerts
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| NOTES

1. Prevention in Museums in Africa,
2. International Council of African Museums.
3. West African Museum Programme.

2;. African-Swedish Museum Programme.
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3. The Restitution of Land Rights Act No 22 of 1994, one of the
mechanisms instituted by the post-apartheid state to resolve conflicts of
the past, created a highly contested framework for land restitution, and
established a Commission on Reslitution of Land Rights lo oversee the
process.

4. Ingrid de Kok explores this assaciation in ‘Cracked Heirlooms: Memary
on Exhibition’. in 5. Nuttall and C. Coelzee {eds.). Negotiating the Past: The
Making of Memory in South Africa. Cape Town. Oxford University Press,
1998. '

5. See for example, the approach la the museum reflected in S,
Abrahams, ‘A Place of Sancluary’, in C. Rassool and S. Prosalendis (eds.).
Recalling Community in Cape Town: Creating and Curating the District Six
Museum. Cape Town, 2001,

6. As a space of intellectual and cutturat exchange and transaction, there
are some parallels here with Clifford’s concept of museums as ‘contact
zones'. See J. Clifford, Chapter 7, Roules: Travel and Translation in the
Late Twentieth Century. Cambridge. MA, Harvard University Press. 1997.

7. For detailed descriptions of the exhibition characteristics in the
interpretive essay of the District Six Museumn's aesthetic work see

P. Delport, "Signposts for Retrieval: A Visual Framework far Enabling
Memory of Place and Time', in Rassool and Prosalendis. op. cit,

8. P. Delport. ‘Signposts for Retrievat, cited in T. Morphet, ‘An Archaealogy
of Memory', Mail and Guardian, (Johannesburg), p. 34, 30 February 1995.

-9. Information leaflet, District Six Museum, 2001,

10. 5. Prosalendis el. al. ‘Punctuations: Periodic Impressions of 3
Museum’, in Rassool and Prosalendis, op. cit., pp. 75-6.

11. 15id.. p. vi.

12. P. Delport. ‘Digging Deeper in District Six: Features and Interfaces in a
Curatorial Landscape’, in Rassool and Prosalendis, op. cit. A Guide fo the
District S5ix Museum and the "Digging Deeper” Exhibition {Brochure),

District Six Museum, 2000.

13. Ibid.
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| NOTES

1. This study draws upon my forthcoming article. ‘Comnmunity Museums,
Memory Politics and Social Transformation in South Africa: Histories,
Possibitities and Limits”. in L. Karp, C. A. Kratz. L. Szwaja and T. Ybarra-
Frausto. with G. Buntinx. B. Kirshenblatt-Gimblett and C. Rassool {eds.).
Museum Frictions: Public Cultures/Global Transformations. Durham. NC,
Duke University Press. (in press). Here. readers will find a more
extended study of the arigins. development and key characteristics of the
District Six Museum, amid the challenges of heritage transformation in
South Africa.

2. For an account of the history of the Hands Off District Six (HODS)
campaign. the emergence of District Six as ‘salted earth’, and aspects of
the culturat and political history of District Six. see S. Jeppie and C.
Soudien (eds.), The Struggle for District Six: Past and Present. Cape Town,
Buchu Books, 1990. This book emerged out of presentations made during
a conference convened by HODS in District Six in 1988. Among several
resolutions passed at the conference was the demand that redevelopment
‘in District Six should not take place without the central involvement of
ex~residents and a motion that called for the creation of 3 museum for
District Six. '
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| NOTES
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| NOTES

1. Banca is a mixture of clay and rice straw traditionally used in making
bricks and in the roughcasting of house fagades.

2. Attilio Gaudio, Le Mal/ [Mali], Paris, Karthala, 1998, pp. 206-7.

3. René Caillé. Voyage 3 Timbukiu [Travels to Timbuktul, vol, 2. Paris,
La Découverte, 1989,

4. Abderrahmane Es-Sa'di, Tarikh £s-Sudan, Paris, Maisonneuve, 1981,
L ]

5. Quoted in Gaudio, op. cit., p. 213.

6. During the seventeenth and eighteenih centuries. two fundamental
documents enriched Timbuktu's written heritage: Le Tarikh £s-Sudan by
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Abderrahmane Es-Sa'di. and the Tarikh £i-Fettach by Mahmoud Katj and
Ibn al-Mukhtar. A student of Ahmed Baba. Abd al-Rahman Ben Abdallah
Ben Imran Ben Amir Es~Sa’di was barn on 28 May 1594 into an illustrious
family of vlema in Timbuktu. He took up important religious duties in
Timbuktu as well as in Djenné, His opus. begun around 1629. was
completed in March 1653 and provides mainly an account of the
islamization of medieval Sudan and its relations with the Maghreb, Egypt
and Arabia. The Tarikh El-Feltach is an historicat work of major
importance for the Songhay Empire: it is a work compiled by Mahmoud
Kati. from Kourmina. and his grandson. ibn Al-Mokhtar. The velume
which ends in 1684 provides full information concerning the religious,
cultural and social life of the Sudan and its metropolis, Timbuktu,

7. Askia Mohamed (1493-1528) was the emperor of the Songhay Empire
whase political capital was Gao, while the intellectual capital was
Timbuktu. A friend of Timbuktu's intetligentsia, it was during his reign that
Timbuktu became an important intellectual and culturat influence.

8. Mahmoud Kati. Tarikh £l-Feftach, Paris, Maisonneuve. 1981, p, 221.

9. Es-Sa'di. op. cit., p. 177.

10. Kati, op. cit.. p. 223.

11. Askia Daoud (1549-83) was the son of Askia Mohamed. His reign knew
a stability that also allowed Timbuktu’s urban and intellectual expansion,
The city included 25.000 students distributed among 150 to 180 Koranic
schoals. Timbuktu reached its apogee during his reign which developed
the teaching of Islamic sciences.

12. Gao is the contemporary name of Kagho-Gao. It is both an urban
commune and the administrative centre of the region that bears the same

hama,

13. Griots are African travelling poets and musicians.
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1. The Gule Wamkulu was proclaimed a masterpiece of the Oral and
intangible Heritage of Humanity in November 2005, by UNESCO. See:
http./fvswee.unesco.org/culture/intangible-heritage/.
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| NOTES

1. To simplify reading of the text. | have eliminated the phonetic
transcription currently used 1o transcribe texts in the Tupuri language.

2. S. Ruelland,, "Je pense et je parle comme je suis [ Think and | Speak as
| AmY. in Les langues d'Afrique subsaharienne {The Languages of Sub-
Saharan Africa). Paris. Ophrys. 1999, p.337.

3. Tupuri‘is a tonal language. It has four ‘punctual’ tones effectuated on

four different and distinctive melodic levels: high. semi-high, semi-tow
and tow.
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| NOTE

1. Galia Samoua-Forero was nominated to the Cultural Heritage Divisien
in 2001 and was replaced at the WHC by Lazare Eloundou who had worked
at CRATerre.
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archaeologists, the pre-Roman period. notably that of the genesis of
‘Berber kingdoms'.

3. Cther public museums have been created but do net depend on the
Ministry of Culture: the Postal Museum, the Geological Museum, the
Museum of the Bank of Morocco. the Telecommunicatians Museum of
Morocco. the Mohammed V Museum.

4. ‘Centralization. inherited from the colonial era, is more prevalent in
countries with a French~ rather than English-speaking tradition; it
paralyses freedom to act. writes Vincent Négri. in £fude sur lautonomie
Juridique et financiére des musées en Afrigue [A Study on the Judicial and
Financial Autonomy of Museums in Africa). (Preface by Elizabeth des
Portes), Paris, ICOM, 1995.

5. Dahir {royal decree) No. 1-80-341 of 25 December 1980, promulgation of
Law No. 22-80.
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| NOTES

1. Several publications served as aids, notably the jeurnals Hespéris
(French zone) and Tamuda (Spanish zone),

2. The term “Mauretanian’ refers to Mauretania Tingitana. {not
‘Mauritanian’, which refers to current Mauritania), and characterizes, for
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| NOTES

1. This text is drawn from my Master’s thesis in social anthropology and
ethnology. Problémes de patrimonialisation dans le contexte islamique
sub-saharien. Perceptions et réceptions de Djenné Patrimoine Mondial de
'Humanité [Problems of Patrimonialization in the sub-Saharan Islamic
Context. Perceptions and Receptions of Djenné, World Heritage of
Humanityy", Paris. Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales,

June 2001.

2.1 started my research in Djenné in 1994 within the milieu of the
traditional Koranic schools. See Le Scuole Coraniche di Djenné, Relaggi
culturati-Censimento~Problemi-Prospettive, Genoa, Facoltd di Scienze
dett'Educazione, Universita degli Studi di Genova, 1999.

3. 1 employ the term ‘patrimonialization’, a neologism loosely translated
2as the heritage listing process. in place of expressions such as ‘made info
a museum’ or ‘made into heritage’ to indicate in an explicit way that this
heritage process, at least in Djenné, is a dynamic process. susceptible to
continuous adjustments. )
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4. The etymology is not very clear. Here | use the term in the sense of
how it is used and understood in Djenné, tha! is. to designate both
one who consecrates his whole life to teaching the Koran and
administers religious rites (baptisms, marriages. burials, recitations,
prayers, blessings and so forth). as well as one who uses his
knowledge of the sacred book also/exclusively to make amulets and
cast spells.

5. This tension can mount in reaction to decisions taken without
consultation and that sometimes implicate the religious domain. More
generally it concerns the relationship between the inhabitants and the
fnduit inducted circuit) determined by the heritage process. notably
regarding questions of access.

&. Pierre Bourdieu. Les régles de l'art. Genése el siructura du champ
littérajre [The Rules of Art. Genesis and Structure of the Literary Field].
Paris, Seuil, 1998 (1st ed.. 19%2).

7. See Umberto Eco, Opera aperta. Forma e indeterminazione nelle
poetiche contemporanee. Milan. Bombiani, 1962.

8. In Djenné, especially with the Koranic teachers, the feeling about
autochthony. understeod as family history anchored in the city since

its foundation and thus as legitimizing the teaching of the Keran, is
very powerful. The teachers consider themselves as either “autochthens’
and ‘foreigners’. and these latter are sometimes called ‘nomads’,
‘temporaries’ or ‘seasonal’. {6 show their non-sedentary character.
Nonetheless it is interesting 1o remark that many marabouts known as
"foreigners’ have been living in Djenné for at least half a century.

9. La Mission Cullurelle de Djenné was established in 1993 following a
study project and campaign against the pillaging of cultural properties in
the region of Djenné.

10. On this point. Bourdieu's logique matérielle (material logic) can be
balanced by the fogique culturelle {or culturat togic) proposed by Marshall
Sahlins in Au coeur des sociétés. Raison uliiitaire ef raison culturelte
{ln the Heart of Sccieties. Functional Reason and Cultural Reason]. Paris.
Gallimard, 1980 {Tst ed. 1978).

1. Emerging from the ashes of another organization in 1995. Les Amis de
Djenné~Djenné Patrimoine (The Friends of Djenné-Djenné Heritage) was
created following an agreement between about thirty pecple: some
originating from Djenné, for the most part notables, former civil servants,
schoolmasters, shop-keepers and artisans, and some foreigners. notably
aid workers, researchers and patrons.

BB

12. See the website: http.//www.djenne-patrimoine.asso.fr/.

13. Correlation. in Latin. which is the substitute for the proposition
‘either...or,..”, Itis used as a substantive to express a choice forced from
two options.

14, in the present debate on heritage. it is common to see these two
aspects proposed together. However, there are also other positions that
attempt to divulge the contradictions of this approach which is supported
by censervation and development: see Gupta Narayani, "Concern. Indif-
ference, Controversy: Reflections on Fifty Years of ‘Conservation” in Delhi’,
pp. 157-71, in V. Dupont. E. Tarlo, and D. Vidal, Delhi. Urban Space and
Human Destinjes. New Dethi. Manohar, 2000,

15. Bourdieu, op. cit. p. 245.

16. On the exchanges between producers and consumers. see, for
example, Christopher B. Steiner. African Art in Transit. Cambridge,
Cambridge University Press, 1994. For a discourse on the circulation of
objects with a status of merchandise, see Arjun Appadurai {ed). The
Social Life of Things: Commodities in Cullural Perspectives. Cambridge.
Cambridge University Press. 1986, For the relations between communities
or different cultures in a context of transnational globatl economy, see
George E. Marcus and Michael M. J, Fischer, Anthropology as Cullural
Critigue: An Experimental Moment in the Human Sciences. Chicago,
University of Chicago Press, 1985. For an aesthetic discussion on African
art in relation to the status of contemporary art in general. see Jean-Loup
Amselle, L'art de Iz friche. Essai sur lart africain contemporain [Art of
the Wasteland, Essay on Contemporary African Art], Paris. Flammarion.
2005.

17. in Songhal. a name to designate the inhabitants of Djenné.

18. Bourdiew, op. cit.. p. 334,

19. For the use of the term ‘fetish’ in anthropology. see Jean Pouillon,
Fétiches sans fétichisme [Felishes Without Fetishism], pp. 104-19,

Paris. Maspero, 1975.

20. Djenné Patrimoine Information, No. 2. p. 4. January 1997 (in the

-bulletin in bold characters).

21. Poet-musicians who are the depositaries of the oral tradition.

22. In Arab uvlama, trom the term &lim, or ‘learned’; in Sunni Istam, a
specialist in religious sciences.
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| NOTES

1. G. Abungu and L. Abungu, “Saving the Past in Kenya: Urban and
Monument Consetvation’. African Archaeological Review, Vol. 4, 1998,
pp. 22534,

2. k. de V. Allen. Swahili Qrigins: Swahili Culture and the Shungways
Phenomenon, London, James Currey, 1993: 1. M. Sharrif, and A. M. Mazrut,
The Swahbili: Idiom and Identily of an African People, Trenton. N.J.. Africa
World Press, 1994,

3. M. Wazwa, ‘The Search for Relevance: the "New" Museclogy for Kenyan
Contexts? London, University College Lendon, 1999 (unpublished thesis).

4. K. Tinga. ‘Spatiat Organization of a Kayd', in 8. Goode (ed.). Kenya Past
And Present, Vol. 29, 1997. pp.31-41: K. Tinga, "Conservation ¢f the Kaya
Culturat Landscape’, {unpublished report by the Media and Herilage
Warkshop at CHDA Mombassa), Paris, UNESCO, 2005.

5. L. Molyneux. ‘Introduction: The Represented Past, in P. Stone and B.
Malyneux {eds). The Presented Past Heritage. Museums and Education.
London. Routledge, 1994.

&, K. Omar, The Conservation of Built Heritage, the Case of the Mombassa

Otd Town’, {unpublished Report on the Media and Heritage Workshop at
CHDA Mombassal. Paris. UNESCO. 2005.
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gharon Macdonald
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Ivan Karp, Emory University
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<&  Examines the complexity of the museum from cultural, political,

curatorial, historical and representational perspectives

<+  Covers traditional subjects, such as space, display, buildings, objects
and collecting, and more contemporary challenges such as

visiting, commerce, community and experimental exhibition forms.
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1-4051-0839-8 hardback

G Blackwell  visit www.blackwellpublishing.com/1405108398 for a
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