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Kuwait in 1990, the museum building was
irreparably damaged and many objects
destroyed. However, the collection continues
‘to grow and hope of reviving the museum is
not lost. Clearly, in the near future, the Dar al-
Athar al-Islamiya will become the most
representative museum of Islamic art in the

world.

5. A number of extremely interesting
exhibitions of this kind have been organized
in recent years at the Metropolitan Museum of
Art. They have included Hiustrated Poetry and
Epic Images. Persian Painting of the 1330s
and 1340s, by Marie Lukens Swietochowski
and Stefano Carbony, with essays by A. H.
Morton and Tomoko Masuya (exhibition
.catalogue, New York, Metropolitan Museum
of Art, 1994); Following the Stars: Images of
the Zodiac in Islamic Art, by Stefano Carbony
(exhibition catalogue, New York, Metropolitan
Museum of Art, 1997).
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Notes

1. V. Bartol'd, Istorija izu ... enija Vostoka v
Evrope i Rossii [History of the Study of the
East in Europe and Russial, 2nd ed., p. 34,
Leningrad, 1925.

2. L. Orbeli, Musul'manskij Vostok [The Islamic
East], p. 1, Leningrad, State Hermitage, 1925. )

3. Ibid., p. 3.

4. Sce Sheikha Hussah al-Sabah, ‘Rescue in
Kuwait: A United Nations Success Story,
Museum International, No. 197 (Vol. 50, No.
1, 1998). At the time of the Iraqi invasion of
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1. F. Sarre, ‘Die Islamische Kunstabteilung in
Berlin. I: Die Entstehung’, Kunst und Kiinstler,
32, 1933, p. 43.

2. F. Sarre, ‘Wilhelm v. Bode und die
Islamische Kunstabteilung', Der
Kunstwanderer, 1929, pp. 343-5.
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Notes

1. See Abdelaziz Abid, ‘“Memory of the
World™: Preserving Our Documentary.
Heritage’, Museum International, No. 193
(Vol. 49, No. 1, 1997) — Ed.

2. For those interested in learning more about
the importance of the find, the project and the
conservation treatment, please refer to the ..
following publications: Ursula Dreibholz, ‘Der
Fund von Sanaa. Frithislamische Handschrifter.
auf Pergament’, Pergament. Geschichte-
Struktur-Herstellung, pp. 229-313, illus. (in
German), Sigmaringen, Jan Thorbecke Verlag,
1991; Ursula Dreibholz, ‘The Treatment of
Early Islamic Manuscript Fragments on
Parchment’, The Conservation and Preservation
of Islamic Manuscripts, pp. 13145, illus.,
London, Al-Furgan Islamic Heritage
Foundation, 1996.
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8 things you always wanted to do with a showcase -
but were afraid to try

he trouble with\high'-\performance showcases is that they tend

to be hard to build, and even harder to move. Lightweight

demountable systems, on the other hand, are easily handled,
but tend to be lacking in performance.

If you are familiar with this dilemma, you will be pleased to hear
that the new MONO showcase solves it. Although designed prlmanly

for temporary and travelling exhibitions, it is equally
at home in a permanent installation. With its
precision-made frame, concealed locks and
tamper-proof hinges, it performs to the high-
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est security and environment-control standards.

Here are some of the things you can do

with a MONO case:

Build it yourself. Do up sixteen
m screws to put the MONO
structure together: fix the infills with
snap-in-beads:
and it’s done.
It's quick and
easy: allow an
hour the first
time you build
it - even less
once you know
the routine.
Move it to 1

N s S T

® another room. g

The MONO frame is rigid and'light -
and the 9.5mm glass, is 20% lighter
than the 11.5mm material normally

used in frameless cases. So it will

often be possible to move a case
without dismantling it. , .

Put It in store. When taken

® apart 3 MONO case oc;up}es

very little space. We can supply
protective cartons and a trolley to
hold ready for
wheeling into your store-room, or

the elements,

onto a contractor’s vehicle.
Add a timber back panel. Glass
®and timber panels are inter-
changeable, and we can supply back
panels for use in wall cases, com-
plete with dress panels and fitted if
required with our special concealed
shelving uprights.

Fit new lighting. Without its
5- lighting header, the MONO
case is a glass-top unit which
can be lit externally.
The header is a simple
steel box which rests

on the top panel. We
can supply fluorescent,
LV or fibre-optics ele-
ments as required.

&<

Made-to-measure systems
Click Systems Ltd.

Make it higger. The fact that
B your case is a metre long,
while your exhibit is 1.5 metres, is
no longer an insuperable problem.
Your case can be lengthened by
substituting longer rails, and new
glass panels for sides and top.
Use special glass. For enhan-
®m ced security, you can use
multi-layer glass up to 13.5mm thick.
For maximum visibility, substitute
non-reflective glass. MONO is ideal
for use with these
special materials,
which we can offer
at special prices.
Go on tour.
8n Using MONO
cases can simplify
the logistics of a
travelling show by

reducing the on-site
labour needed for case construct-
ion and allowing the use of local
materials - without compromising
your performance standards.

Give it a try. If you like the
sound of the MONO system, you can
see and Lry it at our Milton Keynes

showroom: or if you prefer, we can

bring you a case to evaluate

on your own premises. Please
get in touch F.“

for more

details. .

40 Blundells Road, Bradville, Milton Keynes MK13 7HF. Tel: +44 (0) 1908 220033 Fax: 319063.
E-mail: support@clicksystems.com Web site: www. clicksystems. com



Launched in 1996, Musenum Practice is now the leading
source of authoritative information and guidance on
_ practical and technical aspects of work in museums,
gallerles and historic buildings.

The overall aim of Museum Practice is to help improve
standards in the care, presentation and interpretation of
collections. It contains information on techniques and
zechnology, publications, events and research as well as
reports on pn}ctlcal nd technical projects in UK and
overseas museums.

E: ch'rissue also
includes a 60
page section
on a specific
subject
including
survey articles,
checklists,
detailed cas
. studies, cost
 data, listings
~‘and equipment 7
ssuppliersand Fopiilang
sources of further | ==
information and '
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3 Issues per year:

1996: Issues I-3 Storage, Display, Outreach
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and Multimedia

Subscription to commence from:
[} 1996 issues |-3
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Subscription rates

J one year £100 —_—
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' ———
U three years £250 _—

135@-8775€1338987351:3:1-9

Payment Details

| enclose a cheque made payable

to the Museums Association for: £

Please debit my credit card
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Please detach this form and return it to:
Museum Practice, 42 Clerkenwell Close, London,
ECIR OPA, UK

MUSEUM
PRACTICE

ﬁf% @g@ An insightful and rtsourceful publication for
the museum commumty

i L3 Museum Practice provides us with evidence
that improved standards are ot just desirable but
achievable, and will do more than any other
publication we have to stimulate professional
deve!opmem in dw museum sector %




