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peace must therefore be founded, if it is not to
fail, upon the intellectual and moral solidarity of
mankind.”

Most of the speeches made at UNESCO’s
founding conference took up this theme. The
general atmosphere in London was neither one
of rejoicing in victory over the forces of evil
nor even one of relief at awakening from a
nightmare but rather reflective and subdued.
As Jaime Torres Bodet, who headed the Mex-
ican delegation and was later to become
UNESCO’s second Director-General, put it, “the
gratification of triumph would be madness if we
were to neglect the immediate need of finding
some guarantee against the recurrence of such
perils”. The fear of a war that would annihilate
human life on earth was in everyone’s mind,
and Archibald MacLeish, the leader of the
United States delegation gave direct expression
to it when he told the delegates: “We must
choose to live together or we must choose,
quite literally, not to live.”

CULTURE FOR PEACE

Tribute was also unanimously paid to the
courage shown and the sacrifices made by intel-
lectuals and to their decisive contribution to the
triumph of democracy. In her opening address,
British Minister of Education Ellen Wilkinson,
who was President of the Conference, referred
to the part intellectuals had played in these
words: “In every land which the totalitarians
overran, it was the intellectual who was picked
out first to face the firing squad—teacher,
priest, professor. The men who meant to rule
the world knew that first they must kill those
who tried to keep thought free”.

The founding fathers also knew that culture
in itself was not enough to guarantee peace. The
totalitarian ideologies had been thought out by
philosophers before being put into practice by
politicians, and the deadliest weapons—whose
devastating effects conference delegates could
see for themselves. in London—had been
devised and developed by scientists before
being used by the military.

Knowledge cannot do without morality.
War, even more than a matter of armies, is a
matter of ideologies. As Léon Blum, Associate
President of the Conference, said, the war “has
shown us how education, culture (in the strict
sense) and science itself may be distorted
against the common interests of humanity. . . .
Expansion and perfecting [them] are thercfore
not enough. These institutions must be steered
in the direction of that ‘ideology’ of democracy
and progress which is the psychological condi-
tion and psychological basis of international sol-
idarity and peace.”

FROM UTOPIA TO
THE CULTURE OF PEACE

The British scientist Julian Huxley, who in 1946
became UNESCO’s first Director-General, was
asked to draft a document on the new organiza-
tion, to which he gave the title UNEscoO, its pur-
pose and its philosophy. The goal that Huxley set
for UNESCO was not only that of preserving the
peace, which is obviously the ultimate aim of
the whole United Nations system, but of con-
tributing thereby to the fulfilment of humanity,
of those unique beings who have still to explore
and exploit all their possibilities but who are hin-
dered in so doing by the obstacles they have
themselves raised, in the form of beliefs, ideolo-
gies, cultures and so forth, which Huxley
regarded as the root cause of the divergences
between them, of conflicts and of wars.

Arguing from the viewpoint of an agnostic
biologist, Huxley was convinced that it was not
by integrating all cultures and all beliefs, with
their differences and contradictions, that
UNESCO could help to usher in peace as
humanity’s natural state, since it would be lacking
that which he considered essential, a coherent
overall philosophy in conformity with its ideal.
No philosophical, religious, social, political or
economic system in the world could of itself sat-
isfy the ultimate purposes of the new organiza-
tion. The dream of this scientist, whose view of
humanity was both optimistic and utopian, was
to lay the foundations of an organization that
would “help the peoples of the world to mutual
understanding and to a realisation of the
common humanity and common tasks which
they share, as opposed to the nationalisms which
too often tend to isolate and separate them.”

But Huxley’s ideas were rejected. Most of
the delegates to the London conference wanted
UNESCO to preserve the diversity of identities
and cultures. As the French jurist René Cassin,
the guiding spirit behind UNEscO’s Constitu-
tion, was to say, summing up the founders’
viewpoint, the new organization should not
“affirm any uniform philosophy, which would
strike a blow at the diversity of thinking, not
only of nations but even of individuals”.

NO SCIENCE WITHOUT
CONSCIENCE

What sets UNESCO apart within the United
Nations system is not only its intellectual nature
but above all its moral basis. For the founding
fathers in London, it was above all an ethical
organization operating in a technical field: the
conscience of the world, as Jaime Torres Bodet
liked to call it. Its main task along the hard road to
peace is to contribute to the qualitative improve-
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