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• To be the leading global network for making quality learning 
accessible throughout the world using open, distance, flexible 
and online education. 

• To connect institutions, organisations and professionals from 
across the globe so that they can share ideas, resources and best 
practices, partner on major projects and advocate together. 

• To be the official partner of UNESCO, that shares that agency’s 
key aim – the attainment of quality education for all 

• ICDE believes that in pursuing education as a universal right, the 
needs of the learner must be central. 

• To organize members in all regions of the world 

25 Years Support 
From Norway 

Why is ICDE here? 
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Average years of education 

The world Africa south of Sahara Years of education West-Europe 

This is our 
Challenge 

Source: Aftenposten/OECD. How Was Life?  
Shows long-term progress in key areas of well-being 



Not possible without open and 
distance eduction. 
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EU/OECD projections  
the need for HE 
by 2030: 410 mill. 

This is our 
Challenge 



Not possible without open and 
distance eduction. 
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Credit: A. Raftery / UW 
World population stabilization unlikely this century.  
Science, 18 September 2014 



Opening up the 
road to knowledge 



Opening up? 



Open 
knowledge 

Societal needs 

Technology 

Students needs 
and 

expectations 
 

OER Cost 

Trends, within 

the framwork of globalisation 
and internationalisation 

HE needs – 1 U a week 
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By Jonah Newman and Soo Oh, June 13, 2014 (Harvard and MIT data) 
http://chronicle.com/article/8-Things-You-Should-Know-About/146901/ 

8 Things You Should Know  
About MOOCs 

 

• 1. The overwhelming majority of MOOC students are male 
• 2. MOOCs attract students who already have college 

degrees 
• 3. The median age of MOOC participants is 24 
• 4. One-third of MOOC participants are from North America 
• 5. Nearly half of registrants never engage with any of the 

content 
• 6. Europeans view the most course content 
• 7. Students with a doctorate viewed more course material 
• 8. Serial students are the most engaged 

 
 
 



The Open University Catalunia 

Innovate from within, 
put faculty in the lead 

2014 2011 

The Innovative University: What College 
Presidents Think About Change in American 
Higher Education, Chronicle 



The BIG Picture 

• Open, Online and Distance Education is steadily 
increasing all over the world 
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January 2014 
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Alunos de graduação a distancia no Brasil 

Carlos Bielschowsky 
President of Aiesad and Fundação CECIERJ 



The BIG picture 

• Online, Distance (ODL) and on Campus Learning 
are converging => Blended 

Blended ODL 
Campus 

• And as a result – an even more diverse higher 
education landscape…… 



The BIG picture 

• Three streams work in parallel:  

– Online becomes mature – and Internet/mobile: 
freedom from distance, mobile broadband: 
freedom from location 

– New methodologies, content and pedagogy – new 
opportunities for student supportive teaching 

– New knowledge about the brain and learning, new 
knowledge in neurosciences 



Ref. Yang Zhijian, president Open University of China, ICDE world Conference, Tianjin, China 
October 2013 



“Promote open educational resources, to help 
teachers and students everywhere.” 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2014/09/24/celebrating-open-government-around-globe 



http://www.regjeringen.no/mobil/nb/dep/kd/dok/nouer/2014/NOU-2014-51.html?id=766892 

• The Norwegian MOOC 
Commission was 
appointed by Royal 
Decree on 21 June 2013. 

• Final report, green paper, 
June 2014. 

• Now on broad 
consultation 

• A white paper on 
structures and financial 
regulations foreseen in 
2015.  

 



”The main goal of this initiative is to stimulate 
ways of learning and teaching through ICT and 
digital content, mainly through the development 
and availability of OER.” 
http://www.openeducationeuropa.eu/en/initiative 

The European Commission's 
Opening up Education 
initiative in a nutshell 





THE STATE OF HIGHER EDUCATION: 
Selected key findings and rec. 

• Findings 
• The public and individuals benefit 

from higher education, HE, in 
financial and non financial ways. 
– HE generates positive returns to the 

public in general, as well as to the 
people who obtain degrees. 

• HE without a degree does not boost 
earnings. 
– Although there are some benefits to 

HEparticipation, even if no degree is 
earned, drop-outs do not usually enjoy 
the same financial returns that degree 
holders can expect. 

 





The way ahead 
• Senior management in education needs to 

innovate from within, put faculty in lead, to 
open up education. 

• Governments must take firm decision on 
holistic policies for open and distance 
education. 

• Stakeholders should team up meeting the two 
grand challenges through open education and 
technology enhanced learning. 





Two policy forum planned, 
Future directions for ODL: 

20 November 2014: Open Education 
Key issues in policy for governments  
and senior management in higher education  

High Level Policy Forum 17 October 2015:  
Open Education: Key issues and policy 
advices for governments  and senior 
management in higher education  

Interventions, from 
UNESCO,  ICDE and 
stakeholders from 
organisations, public and 
private sector 



Thank you 
titlestad@icde.org 

 
www.icde.org 
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http://www.icde.org
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