




















ACCESS TO NEWS (Cont’d)

The trials of the struggling

backwoods newspaper

furnished news and entertainment, just as bards and
minstrels have done for ages past.

But such group listening is obviously limited by the
number of sets and operators available, and it does not
reach really isolated people. So several years ago, the
International Telecommunication Unlon (ITU) at
Unesco’s suggestion, began working on specifications for
cheap but efflclent and durable receivers—a problem
which the introduction of transistors had already
simplified. The sets now being designed by the ITU can
be produced for $5 if ordered in sufficient gquantity.
This is not a prohibitive price even to those—and in
certain areas the case is not rare—who have incomes
as low as $300 or even $100 a year.

So in its plan Unesco has given highest priority to the
development of radio. Of course there are other problems
to be solved besides that of cheap receivers. Broadcasting
in the tropics, where many of the underdeveloped
countries are located, is beset by technical difficulties
greater than those encountered in temperate climates.
But with progress in electronics these difficulties can now
be solved. There is also a much more serious human
problem: the lack of technicians, operators and mainte-
nance men, of good radio journalists and programme
material, including a sufficient supply of news. This
shortage of trained personnel and news sources is shared
by all the information media, and the provision of training
opportunities in all media is one of the questions to
which most attention was given when Unesco’s report
was drawn up.

Despite the convenlence of radio, the basic and perma-
nent medium of information remains the written word.
A radio bulletin must be listened to when it is broadcast,
but a newspaper can be read and pondered at leisure.
Furthermore, newspapers, like radio, in a developing
country can be not only a means of information and
entertainment but a very valuable educational alid.

Most developing countries have a large proportion of
illiterates and are making great efforts to teach them to
read. Once they have learned to read, however, materials
for further practice are often scarce. If its style is well
adapted to its audience, a newspaper can do a lot to keep
up reading skills.

N EWSPAPERS In the countries covered by the
UNEsCO report are generally scarce, and the
ones that do exlst range from complete, sophisticated
dailies printed in large cities to the one-page sheet that
appears on market day in some backwoods town. The
modest one-pager may be printed on an antiquated press
with type so worn as to be barely legible, by an editor-
publisher-reporter, making a valiant effort to keep his
readers abreast of local news and also to arouse their
interest in more general issues.

At the Unesco meetings, colourful stories were told of
the difficulties these struggling newspapers run into. For
the smallest, merely keeping their obsolete presses running
often requires feats of ingenuity. If spare parts are
needed they must usually be imported, at high cost and
with long delays, and possibly with customs’ duties added
to the price. Paper must also, as a rule, be imported, and
the prevailing system of newsprint distribution works to
the detriment of the small enterprise. Newsprint can be
bought at mill prices only in large quantities and under
long-term contract. Small publishers, with their uncer-
tain future and modest means, cannot place orders of
this kind. So they must buy their paper on the spot
market, where they will pay up to 300 per cent more than
is paid by their larger—and wealthier—counterparts.

Except for strictly local items, they also have trouble
getting news. For many it is out of the question to
subscribe to a news agency, and communications facilities

may be so scanty that they could not take advantage of
an agency’s services even if they could pay for them. So
they must depend on radio news bulletins and whatever
feature material—preferably free—that can reach them
by air malil.

One may wonder what keeps them going. Yet the
newspaper representatives at the three Unesco meetings
were among the most enthusiastic of participants.
Obviously they have great faith in the usefulness of what
they are doing—a faith that is probably increased by the
knowledge that their papers are not discarded after a
hasty glance at the headlines but passed from reader to
reader until they have become tattered and torn. They
also know that, as literacy spreads, they will have a more
and more important role to play.

So in Unesco’s report a high priority is also given to
newspaper development, and a series of measures, many
suggested by the newspaper men themselves, are recom-
mended for reducing their handicaps and encouraging
others to follow in their path.

B Y a happy paradox, recent technical advances
may put these small newspapers in a relati-
vely more advantageous position than many better-
established ones where production is concerned. New
processes, including offset and photo-composition, make
it possible to produce attractively printed small news-
papers, of limited circulation, with a small outlay for
equipment and with operators who do not need to be
highly trained. Clear reproduction of photographs and
drawings is now possible at a cost that would have been
unthinkably low a few years ago. This is important,
since good illustration can do much to attract newly-
liteéate readers and help them understand what they
read.

As for that great bugbear, newsprint, the UN Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAQ) has been working for the
past ten years on the problem of increasing the world
newsprint supply. Largely as a result of FAO’s research,
newsprint can now be made from a variety of materials
never before used for the purpose such as bamboo, rice
straw and bagasse (sugar-cane residue). Many of these
materials are produced in the tropics.

The manufacture of newsprint, however, is by nature a
large-scale operation. So the current problem is to find
steady markets big enough to make the establishment of
new paper mills economically feasible, possibly on a region-
al basis. A pooling of orders by small enterprises, backed
by careful estimates of needs, could do much to reduce
the price of imported newsprint in the immediate future
and to bring nearer the day when local mills can be.estab-
lished to provide the paper now shipped at high cost
from abroad.

I HERE remalns the problem of getting the
news—a problem ‘which newspapers share
with broadcasting stations. To cater to both, news
agencies are needed. The number of these is growing
fast—there are now 21 agencies in Africa, for instance,
23 compared with two in 1948—but most of them as
yet can provide only limited services, and more than
one valiant little agency stlll has to deliver mimeograph-
ed news bulletins to its subscribers by bicyecle. Further-
more, throughout large parts of Asia, Africa and Latin
America, there are not enough telegraph or radio links
to provide adequately for collecting and distributing
news.
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PAUL GEHEEB

In a world of violence

the search for a new humanism

To live in the idea, means so to deal with the impos-
sible, as if it were possible. (GETHE.)

Every child comes with the message that God is not
discouraged of man. (TAGORE.)

THESE quotations from Goethe and Tagore aptly
describe the reason for and the essence of
Paul Geheeb’s activity as an educationist in our time. The
officlal educational policy in every country gradually gets
into a rut; it is then that we need pioneers and revolu-
tionaries like a Pestalozzi, a Tagore and a Geheeb to bring
fresh life into the dead, mechanical system, to blaze a
trail into the unknown and beckon us to follow and strive
to realize the impossible.

The Unesco charter says that the ideals of peace, of
brotherhood and tolerance should be planted in the
tender hearts of children—then only can we emerge one
day from the jungle of national rivalries that is the world
today. From this lofty height alone should we appraise
the activitles of “Paulus,” as his children and fellow
workers endearingly called him.,

He was born on October 10, 1870 in Gelsa in the moun-
tains of the Rhon in Germany and died on May 1, 1961,
in Goldern, Switzerland, amidst his children and co-
workers, who were so near to his heart till the very end.

Both his grandfather and father were pharmaceutical
chemists, and his father was also an active botanist, a
speciallst In mosses, who had a unlque -collection
of mosses from all over the world. The young boy was
greatly Inspired by his father’s hobby and accompanied
him In his wanderings through the nearby forests, so

-that at elght years of age the precocious child signed his

letters: “Paul Geheeb, student of Natural Sciences.”

After his matriculation he studied for 20 terms in the
Unliversities of Berlin and Jena, and was almost what
Germans call an ewiger student, for his thirst for
knowledge was insatiable; his striving to reach the
helghts of a perfectly integrated being (in whom science
and humanism, philosophy and activity should blend into
a whole) was unceasing.

Wilhem von Humboldf, the friend of Geethe and
Schiller, was his dearest teacher all through his life. In
the university he studied theology, philosophy, oriental
and classical languages (Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Aramaic),
anatomy, physiology and psychiatry. He took his theology
degree and was ordained as a pastor. But soon after his
first sermon from the pulpit he strongly felt the call to
spend his life educating young growing minds.

The subject of his doctor’s theses under Professor
Rudolf Eucken was: “Spinoza’s Conception of God and
Its Influence on German Thinkers of the Classical Era.”
But the almost pennlless student, who had with great
effort saved 300 Marks for the doctorate fee, thought that

by Aurobindo Bose

this sum could be more usefully spent to save the family
of a drunkard from ruin, and so he never became a “Herr
Dr.” so all-important for the German bourgeoisie!
However, on his 90th birthday both the Universities of
Tiibingen and Tagore’s Visva-Bharati awarded him the
honorary doctorate.

Before he left the university, Paulus felt that his real
vocation was among the poor children of great cities and
so he started work among them in the poorest quarter of
Berlin. In 1902 he joined Hermann Lietz (one of the
early ploneers of the new education) in Haubinda, who
later appointed him as its head. But two years later
Lietz leased it out and, as many parents were eager to
have their children remain under Paulus’ care, he started
“a free school community” in Wickersdorf.

Here Edith Cassirer, the daughter of a rich Berlin
industrialist, who hated the narrow constraints of a very
well-to-do family, joined Paulus as a kindergarden
teacher. It was nothing less than a revolt on the part
of the young lady at the turn of the century, who was
not willing to walt with docility for a rich man to come
and ask for her hand, but claimed a woman’s right to
work, and further her self-development! She too, like
Paulus, had her novitiate among the slum children of
Berlin.

Three years later she became Paulus’ wife and for
nearly 52 years stood by his side, firm as a rock. She
helped him, sustalned him and served him to the last
and still is serving his ideal, with selfless devotion.
Without Edith, Paulus could never have realized his
dreams. And it shows the nobility of Edith’s father,
Stadtrat Max Cassirer, that he who had at first bitterly
opposed the marriage, now lavishly poured out his wealth,
to found the Odenwaldschule in April 1910—with its
extensive grounds and twelve houses.

‘ HILDREN from the elite of Germany (in litera-

ture, arts and music), flocked to Paulus’
school, where blew a fresh wind in the stifling atmosphére
of Imperial Germany in the day of the last of the Kaisers.
It flourished and grew, till the chilling blast of Nazism
came like a hurricane and ushered in a new barbarism.
As a matter of fact Hitler wanted Geheeb to stay, because
of his great international reputation, especially in the
USA, but Geheeb was, as Einstein wrote to him after the
war, “one of the few upright men” who kept the honour
of Germany.

So with rucksacks on their backs Paulus and Edith
wandered to the land of Wilhelm Tell in April 1934 and
started again from scratch. In Switzerland they were
without money, without properly trained teachers and
they had few pupiis (as the war soon broke out). They
had to change the location of their school five times, till
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TEST FOR QUALITY

Sir,

In reference to the quality of THE
Unesco Courier, may I point out
to those who feel it at all wanting in
any way, that any thick North Ame-
rican publication, of which I take
several, when stripped of their adver-
tising, contain no more meat for the
intellect than does your magazine and
in many cases, contain considerably
less. This is in addition to the fact
that THE Unesco COURIER gives the
most complete treatment to its chosen
subjects.

I can’t pick an outstanding issue for
1961, they have all been adequate
and satisfying in their various fields.
May I humbly suggest to those readers
who feel THE Unesco CouriEr does
not appeal to, or cover their fields of
interest, that they broaden their own
horizons. In today’s world how can a
person who aspires to world fellow-
ship or world cultural citizenship, at
the very least, say “Africa, or South
America or Abu Simbel or anthropo-
logy do not interest me, I am only
interested in philatelics.” I do feel
that a type of world cultural citizen-
ship, to use the phrase loosely, can be
attained and must be in the back
of the minds of those who read your
magazine with deep contemplation
and appreciation. Perhaps this is a
first step towards world citizenship
in the full sense, for the individual
at any rate.

May I suggest as a final criterion
of magazine quality: What magazines’
articles remain in your mind the
longest? For me, those of THE
UNesco CoOURIER rank at the head of
my memory. May it also become
required reading in all schools one
day soon: it will be in effect a current
world encyclopedia.

G. H. Armstrong
Yirden, Manitoba, Canada

THE OTHER SIDE OF SCIENCE

Sir,

I have been extremely interested in
certain of your issues—Velasquez, the
Racialism issue, in particular. Here
you seem to me really aware of the
demands and interest of your readers.
However, your issue on African fauna
perturbed me. My main objection is
your placid acceptance of science and
its necessity as a whole. You dealt
with' African fauna, some members of
which you admitted have to be
destroyed for “utilitarian” reasons.
What of vivisection which in UNEsco
countries is today a mainstay of
physiology, surgery, and medicine ?
The vivisectors themselves admit that
many experiments even in their eyes
are useless, cruel and wasteful. A few
scientists believe it is the main cause
of the failure of medical research in
its fight against disease. One medical
registrar went so far as to say that
he thought it “The greatest mistake
the world has ever committed.”

Letters to the Editor

Yet, we hear nothing of this side.
Vaccination, research, the strong arm
of Man, is all I have read of. I am
confident that you are not a magazine
that pampers to the majority just
because they want to be pampered to.
I believe that you sincerely wish to
present the truth to your readers. In
a nutshell, my wish is that you would
begin with the ideals of fraternity,
liberty and equality, in which you
believe, and work outwards wherever
they lead, and not try to reach them
by routes which might never get you,
or me, or any of us there.

Roger Moody
Bristol, England

WORLD-WIDE REFERENDUM

Sir,

Among the letters published in your
March issue was one from Australia,
headed “A Plea for survival.,” Is it
not crazily macabre that free people
have to make this plea? I agree
whole-heartedly with the contention
of the writers that *“it seems pointless
addressing ourselves to or through
our governments.”

Why should we not have a
voluntary world-wide *“referendum”?
Simple letters could be *written by
ordinary people of every race .and
nationality to the Secretary-General
of the United Nations asking him to
put before the General Assembly our
demand to be allowed to live in a
world free of contamination from nu-
clear tests.

The fear in the world today is so
widespread that I am sure with a
minimum of publicity and with the
provision of a simple letter that could
be copied by all nationalities, the
flow of letters would be such that our
Governments would be forced to take
account of the views expressed. A
target date could be set to achieve
the maximum impact.

Surely this scheme would appeal
to the imagination of all who feel
helpless and frustrated by the present
situation? Would not the flow of
letters become an avalanche which
could sweep all before it? Your
publication, distributed in so many
countries seems the ideal starting
point for such a scheme.

Lilian M. Fox
Sevenoaks, England

A FAIR DEAL FOR GEOGRAPHY

Sir,

Your article “The World of Pre-
historic Man” (UNEsco COURIER
March 1961) was, overall, most
interesting. However, I would like to
correct just one statement that may
give a wrong impression of our
schools’ curricula. This is the
inference that the subject of gcography
is dealt with inadequately in Australian
schools.

It is true that until the completion
of the State School, when the child

is about 12 years, geography is
incorporated in a general subject,
Social Studies. Dut in the succeeding
years of the child's education, geo-
graphy is recognized as a subject such
as the author of this article, Nino
Frank, would wish.

By the time the student has reached
Form VI level, lie is about 17 years,
If he has chosen a Humanities Course,
as distinct from a Science course, he
has covered World Geogriphy as a
study of the earth’s crust and
atmosphere. Specialized studies of
various countries have also been made.

Recently the University of Mel-
bourne has appointed a Chair of
Geography, 1 believe too that our
new Monash University also recognizes
geography as an entity in its curricula.
Thus, in a Humanities Course of
Education, the study of geography
ranks with history, languages, philo-
sophy, etc., as an integral part of
education in Australia.

S. R. Kamp
Melbourne, Australia

TRAYEL AND TOURISTS

Sir,

The importance of the *seasonal
migration” of tourists both on
national and international levels, and
the manifold human and economic
factors it involves are rightly regarded
as one of the most significant develop-
ments of our time. Would it not
be a suitable subject for one of your
future issues? The great many forms
taken by it, the international efforts
to stimulate it and the thirst for
discovery which brings men closer
together through recreation would, 1
am sure, interest the majority of your
readers.

R. Custelnau
Bordeaux, France

Ep. NoTE: We hope to devote part
of a future issue to this important
subject,

BEWARE OF HISTORY BOOKS

Sir,

I was very surprised to find in
your March issuc (The Story of the
Metric System) a kind of panegyric to
the French Revolution. UNESsCoO,
symbol of order, civilization and
culture, sings the praises of the most
savage and sanguinary period of
French history.

You speak of Lavoisier, but do not
mention that he was executed in the
Place de la Concorde, condemned by
a court which declared: “The Republic
has no neced of scientists.,” You also
speak of Talleyrand, but do not say
that he was always a friend of order
and remained a monarchist.

One should beware of school text-
books; they give an entirely false
picture of. this terrible period.

M. Thumble
Paris, France
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