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Dear Mr. Maheu,

I wish to refer to my letter to you of 16 May 1972 (reference
No. 12.685/H/D/LP} and to your letter of 6 June 1972 (reference
No. DG/2.3/572/99/5379).

I was pleased to note from the report given to me by the WMO
representative at the Seventeenth General Conference of Unesco, that
the Conference approved the launching of the Unesco International
Hydrological Programme in 1975, and the joint convening by Unesco and
WMO in 1974 of an international hydrological conference with the pur-
poses outlined in our previous exchange of correspondence and in
particular in the letters referred to above.

It is a pleasure for me to inform you that the WMO Executive
Committee, at its twenty~fourth session in May 1972, also approved the
joint convening of this conference and thus its preparotion may now
proceed in accordance with the Aide-mémoire signed by the responsible
staff members of our Secretariats, as approved by you and by myself by
the letters referred to above.

The WMO Executive Committee also authorized me to finalize with
you a working agreement on the harmonization of activities in the
implementation of our respective programmes in the field of hydrology
after the end of the IHD, the guidelines of which you proposed in your
letter of 5 January 1972 (reference No. DG/2.3/574/78/4559).

I am therefore pleased to attach, as an annex to this letter,
a draft of this agreement which, I om informed, was prepared jointly
by the responsible stoff members of our Secretariats and which meets
with my approval.
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Should this draft meet with your approval also, I would be
grateful if you would inform me accordingly and, as you previously
proposed, we may then consider the agreement as being concluded by
our exchange of letters, I presume, as mentioned in our past
correspondence, that you would wish to bring this agreement to the
attention of your appropriate governing body.

Finally, may I once again express my satisfaction at the
encouraging development for further co-operation between our Organi-
zations in this field, at all levels, which, I am confident, is
increasingly contributing to our common cause in assisting our
Members in their efforts in developing their activities in the field
of hydrology. My confidence is also strengthened by the fact that
the members of the WMO Executive Committee, at its last session,
welcomed the above developments and similar expressions of satisfaction
were, I understand, voiced by the delegations of Members at your General
Conference.

Yours sincerely,

(D.A. Davies)
Secretary-General



WHMO Secretariat No. 30. 128/H/D/LP AM

WORKING AGREEMENT ON THE LONG-TERM CO-OPERATION
IN THE FIELD OF HYDROLOGY BETWEEN THE
SECRETARTATS OF UNESCO AND WMO

1. Unesco and WMO, recognizing the importance of hydrology for the
rational vtilizaticn of wuter resources, have been engoged for some years
in worldwwlide co-operotive programmes in hydrclogy.

To conduct thelr programmes in hydrology both crgonizations have
established speciol intergovernmentual bodies.
2. As decided by their governing bodies, both crgonizations will

continue to develop hydrological activities within their future progromms
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A, In 1971, the WMO Sixth Congress grouped WMO's cetivities in
hydrelogy under the definition of operationol hydrology to be carried out
in the Gperaticnul Hydrelogy Programme (OHP), within the WD Progrowmme on
the Interuction of Men und his Environmeni. The scope of this procrosse,
as defined by the W0 Congress, is:

() Weusurphun% T busic hydrslogical elements from networks of
eteorclogical and hydrological stuticns; collection, -runsm;cgio
procescing, storuge, retrievol and publicetion of busic hydrologic
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Gota;

(h) Hydrological forecosting;
3 ] H g k)
(¢ Development ond improvement of relevunt methods, procedures ond

techniques in:
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Metwork design;
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Specification of instruments;

on of instruments ond methods of chservoli
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Data transmission and processing;
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v) Supply of meteorologicol and hydrelogical data for design
puUrposes; '

(vi) tHydrolegicol forecasting.



©The WMQ Operaticncl Hydroleogy Programme is implemented wi+h¥n and in
- wccordance with the terms of reference of the WMO Commission for Hydrolegy
‘and other relevant WMO bodies.

B. The General Conference of Unesco, at its seventezanth session

in 1972, decided fo lounch in 1975 a long-term intergovernmental progromme
ih the. field of hydrology, to be known as the Internctionsl Hydrological
Programme. This progromme, focussd on the sclentific and educotional
“asaects of hydrology, will huave the following muin objectives:

- to provide a scilentific framework for the general development
of hydrologicol activities;

o~ to improve the study of the hydrolegical cycle and the scientific
methedology for the assessment of water rescurces throughout the
world, thus contributing to their rotional use;

~ to evaluote the influence of man's activities on the water cycle,
considered in relation to environmental conditions us a whele;

~ to promote the exchange of informotion on hydrological research
and on naw developmects in hydroleogy;
w to promete edugation ond troining in hydrology;
M Stotes in the organization and development of
g

T T
their notionol hydrolegic cectivities,

The General Conference also epproved meosures for the continuation
cond finolizetion by 1974 of the International Hydrological Decade.

In addition teo activities within the present Internctional Hydro-
cal Decode and the future International Hydrologicol Progromme, Unesco
maintain a general programme to stimulate ond enceurdge hydrolegical

; ond to assist Member States in their reseuich und fruining
es in the field of hydrology.

While conscious of the need to mointain the speeific orientation

espective progrommes in line with the porticular fields of compeience

szo and WMO, the two orgonizations recognize the need for a czlose co-

ion hetween their hydrological programmes snd express thelr common
wation to maintain and develop thelr colloboration throughout the

T hydrology.

For this purpose the Secretariats of both organizations agree:

(1) To strengthen their present_for@s of co~operation, including:

H
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- wutul Lverseniaflon at meetings convened by their organ zations

je::"aha ﬂe ‘of int ormotlon and BU cllcotvon% on hydrologlcul
'-5% t1VL110a LOHJUuiEd b; emcp oxganlzmtlon-'



- joint estoblishment of ad hoc punels for problems of
standordization, terminclogy, hydrological maps, and other
matters of common interest;

- co-operation in the organization of symposia and seminars.

(ii) To establish o joint Unesco/WMO Liaisor Committee for Hydrolagical
Activities. The Liaison Committee will periodically review the
progress of current Unesco and WO progrommes and recommend
practical measures Tor hermenizing future activities of both
orgunizotions in the Tield of hydrology. It will hove essenticll
a consultotive choracter, its recommendations being subject to the
approval of the appropriste governing bodies of ewuch organizutian,

designoting three members, including ofiicers of the appropriocte
hydrological units in the Secretaricts ond the chairmen (or
representatives) of the intergovernmental bodies for hydrola
of both orgunizaticns. It will meet ¢s necessary, but rormo
not more thon once a year, alternately ot Unesco and Wi head-
guorters, Additional experts moy be invited to cuttend sessions
of the Committee, shovld the need arise.

(iii) To convene jointly, as necessary, but gs a rule every five to six
vears, internationcl hydrology conferences, in order to review
nast activities end detine long-term priorities for their hydro-
legical progremmes. The convening of such conferences will be
subject in each cose to the approval of the respective governing
bodies of Unesco and WHMU. The recommendations of these conferences
will be submiited to the constituent bodies of both orgunizoutions
for considerution and uppropriate action.

(iv) To endeoveur te ensure thot their respective governing bodies
recommend proper licison ond co-ordinaticn at natienol level between
the bodies in the Member Stotes entrusted with porticipotien in the
respective hydrological progrummes of Unesco and WMO.

4, Both orgonizations are awere of the fact that, although Unesco ond
Wi cre the moin international governmental organizations conducting
specific world-wide progrommes in hydrology, other organizations of the

UM family are interested in cpplicoticons of hydrology te various sectors
of naticnal economy {cericulture, woter supply, hydro-energy, water
management, etc,)s
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