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The United Nations Literacy Decade (2003-2012)  is an integral 

componen t  o f  Educa t ion  fo r  A l l ,  p r ov id ing  bo th  a  p la t fo r m and  an 

impetus for achieving all six goals of  the Dakar Framework for Action.
 
    Literacy for all  is  a  key to enabl ing express ion of  ident i ty  and  

    p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  d e b a t e  i n  t o d ay ’ s  k n o w l e d ge - b a s e d  s o c i e t y. 

     Tomor row’s generation of  active cit izens depends on quality l iteracy 

     learning for today’s children. 

     Literacy as written communication, in the mother tongue and other 

     languages, empowers people to express and share their own dynamic 

     ways of  knowing their realit ies. 

     Literacy enables access to bodies of  knowledge from other horizons 

     and empowers learner s, both adults and children, to make a crit ical 

     assessment of  its usefulness and value. 

     Literacy is the f ir st step towards sustainable and l i felong learning.



The guide is intended for two groups:

     •  Governments and international non-governmental organization 

         that have of f icial relations with UNESCO.

     •  Agenc ies,  organizat ions,  assoc iat ions invo lved in  adul t  l i ter acy

         work as described on page 5 of  this guide. 

WHAT ARE THEY?
Official name of  each prize 

         These prizes form par t of  a set of  measures designed to enhance   

         ef for ts and ser vices wor ldwide to create l iterate societies in the 

         context of  learning throughout l i fe. 

There are currently 5 prizes:

UNESCO International Reading Association Literacy Award

     •  Created in 1979.

     •  Sponsored by the Inter nat ional Reading Associat ion, an 

         international NGO maintaining official relations with UNESCO.

     •  Prize money wor th US$20,000. 

UNESCO King Sejong Literacy Prizes

     •  Two pr izes awarded since 1989.

     •  sponsored by the Gover nment of  the Republ ic of  Korea, named  

         after the sovereign who invented the Hangul alphabet in 1443. 

     •  Pr ize money wor th US$20,000 each. 
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UNESCO Confucius Prize for Literacy

     •  Two prizes launched in 2005 sponsored by the Government of  

         the People’s Republic of  China in honor of  the great Chinese  

         scholar Confucius.

     •  Prize money wor th US$20,000 each and a study visit to literacy  

         project sites in China.

WHO CAN ENTER?
The pr izes are open to inst i tut ions,  organizat ions or indiv iduals 

d isplay ing outstanding mer i t  and achiev ing par t icu lar ly  ef fect i ve 

results in adult l iteracy and post-literacy activities and their integration 

into basic educat ion programmes.

Presentation of  candidatures and submissions of  nominations

Candidatures must be presented by the Government of  a Member State 

of  UNESCO, or an inter national non-governmental organization (INGO) 

which maintains formal or operational relat ions with UNESCO.

A Government or INGO may nominate only two candidatures per year.
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SELECTION CRITERIA
The pr izes are awarded for wor k in adult  l i teracy and post l i teracy 

act iv i t ies which involve any of  the fol lowing aspects:

     •  Conduct ing programmes promoting gender equal i ty and women’s   

         empower ment .

     •  Direct teaching.

     •  Organiz ing l i teracy programmes at nat ional or local level .

     •  Promoting suppor t from the publ ic .

     •  Producing teaching or lear ning mater ia ls or special  media  

         inc luding ICTs for l i teracy programmes.

     •  Car r y ing out research in f ie lds related to l i teracy — methods, 

         languages, evaluat ion, social  sc iences among other s.

     •  Car r y ing out  sur veys  o f  pr imar y  impor tance for  l i te r acy 

         p lanning,  moni tor ing and eva luat ion.

     •  Of fer ing youth the oppor tunity to take par t in l i teracy act iv i t ies.

     •  Car r y ing out  non- for ma l  educat iona l  ac t i v i t ies  o f  a  soc ia l , 

         cultural ,  economic  or  po l i t i ca l  natur e  wh ich in tegr ate  l i te r acy 

        and l i ter acy-re lated act i v i t ies ( for example,  r adio and te lev is ion 

         programmes, publ icat ions, press).

     •  In i t iat ing innovat ive pract ices in l i teracy.
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Selection process 

Prize winners shall be designated by the Director-General on the 

recommendation of  a jur y. The selection of  prize winners shall be 

by a jur y of  at least f ive per sons of  dif ferent nationalit ies, ap-

pointed by the Director-General for a minimum of  three year s. The 

jur y may adopt its own rules of  procedure.

In addit ion, the fol lowing criteria wil l  be considered

     •  Duration of  the activity which must be suf f icient to permit 

         an assessment of  results and proof  of  success. 

     •  Contribution to the basic objectives of  the education 

         system of  the countr y.

     •  Contribution to local and national development.

     •  Value of  activities as an example to stimulate fur ther action.

     •  Impact of  the action on the possibi l ity of  mobil izing new 

         resources for l iteracy.

     •  Contribution to the understanding and development of  

         national society and culture.

     •  Contribution to the appreciation of  other cultures and to 

         international understanding.
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HOW TO APPLY?
App l i ca t i ons  a r e  made  by  Na t iona l  Gover nments  o r  i n te r na t iona l 

non-gover nmental organizat ions maintaining for mal or operat ional 

relations with UNESCO which are requested to consider the following steps:

     •  Infor m the publ ic ,  nat ional and local agencies or branches and 

         other s involved in l i teracy wor k about the pr izes.

     •  Provide possible candidate(s) with a copy of  this guide.

     •  Set up a select ion committee or panel to screen candidates.

     •  Select the most deser ving candidates and wor k with them to   

         prepare their f i le for submission to UNESCO.

Deadline for submission: 31 may 2006 

Candidatures must reach UNESCO in Paris by this date each year. 

The submission to UNESCO must consist of  a descr ipt ion of  programme 

act iv i t ies which must not be more than f ive standard pages (1600 

words) and should inc lude:

     •  A descr ipt ion of  act iv i t ies car r ied out.

     •  An account of  the results achieved.

     •  An evaluat ion on the basis of  the above-mentioned cr i ter ia. 

     •  An appraisal or assessment by the agency presenting the candidate.

The submission must be in English or French only
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In addition, the fullest possible suppor ting documentation should be sent with 

the submission.

It is impor tant to work with the candidates to ensure that the submission is 

prepared to a high standard and on time.

What to put in

1. The name, address and nationality of  the institution, organization 

    or individual proposed

2. Background

    Why was the programme launched? Why was the under taking necessary in 

    the country or region?

     •  Scale and nature of  the problem, historical and social context of  

         the work.

     •  Origins of  the programme, date of  creation, duration of  the activity,   

         location of  the under taking.

3. Literacy goals

    How the programme corresponds to national policy and development objectives.

     •  Target groups, primary beneficiaries.
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4. Programme strategy
    What does the programme do? How does the programme operate to achieve   
    its intended purpose? Please include the following as appropriate:
     •  Operational structures/mechanisms.
     •  Pedagogical methodology/approach.
     •  How teaching/learning material is produced or procured.
     •  Monitoring and evaluation mechanisms.
     •  Financing mechanisms (e.g. operating costs, sources of  financing).
     •  Human resource management (e.g. staff  employed, personnel 
         development scheme).
     •  Par tners.
     •  Public mobilization/awareness-raising activities.
5. Special characteristics
    Aspects that make the work outstanding among other programmes and 
    activit ies, such as:
     •  Concrete aspects per taining to the alleviation of  pover ty, sustainable    
         deve lopment ,  capac i ty-bu i ld ing,  cu l tur a l  r e levance,  and soc ia l 
         advancement of  women and gir ls. 
     •  Innovations to meet the specific needs of  the target populations in 
         par t icular contexts,  such as r ural  communit ies, women and gir ls, 
         out-of-school youth, migrant populations, ethnic/linguistic minorities,    
         refugees and displaced populations, etc.
     •  Ways of  making the work efficient and sustainable.
     •  Links to other educational or development work.
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6. Achievements to date

    Quantitative assessment of  the results of  the work such as:

     •  Number of  people par ticipating in the programme (by gender, age, etc.)

     •  Retention rates.

     •  Attainment of  qualifications by par ticipants.

     •  Increase in literacy rates, number of  literates.

     •   Number of  par ticipants who pursued fur ther learning in other development 

programmes.

     •   Number of  teaching/learning materials, e.g., publications, radio/television 

programmes and software produced.

     •  Number of  libraries and community learning centres set up.

     •  Amount of  funding raised by the programme to ensure its sustainability.

Qualitative assessment of  the results such as:

     •  Obser ved improvements in learners’ lives.

     •  Examples of  impact of  the work on the village/community/society.

     •  Extent of  the involvement of  learners and the community to ensure  

         sustainability of  the work.

     •  Impact on other actions in the country.

7. Problems encountered

   Dif ficulties that arose in the process such as:

     •  Problems that hindered the smooth operation of  the programme.

     •  Problems that hindered effective learning.

     •  Strategies taken or planned to be taken to overcome the problems.

8. Plans for the future

9. Overall appraisal by the national selection committee/jury
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Supplements 

Supplementar y material or documents should provide evidence of  the merits 

of  the candidature described in the description, for example:

     •  Deta i led descr ipt ion,  map,  s tat is t ica l  data that  i l lustr ate the    

         literacy situation in the country and the context of  the programme

     •  Tables and graphs that demonstrate the progress made.

     •  Graphics, photographs, videos, audio-tapes, CD-ROMs that 

         sketch out the programme process or learning process.

     •  Teaching/learning materials produced by the programme.

     •  Per sonnel training materials produced by the programme.

     •  Examples of  work developed by learner s.

     •  Press coverage of  the programme.

     •  Newsletter s and website of  the programme.

     •   Testimonies from learner s, faci l itator s and other relevant per sons.
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Checklist for Governments and INGOs 
Before sending your submission to UNESCO check that the following 
are included:
     •  The five-page description of  the programme activities.
     •  A letter of  endorsement from the Government or INGO.
     •  Supplementary materials.

Where to send the submissions
Candidates’ submissions should be sent to the following address. 
This address can be contacted for any fur ther information.

Literacy and Non-formal Education Section
UNESCO
7, place de Fontenoy,
F 75352 Paris 07SP, France
e-mail: n.aksornkool@unesco.org
phone: +33 1 45 68 11 32 or +33 1 45 68 09 90
fax: +33 1 45 68 56 26/27

Designed by:  El izabeth Seminario Powel l  -  Ar t Director
                     Sasha Vazquez - Copywriter
                     Dieste Har mel & Par tner s - Agency
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