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“we will spare no effort to free our
fellow men, women and children

from the abject and dehumanizing
conditions of extreme poverty…... ”.

UN Millennium Declaration
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The National Human Development Re-
port (NHDR) 2005 attempts to deepen the 
analysis on human development building 
on an extensive experience in bringing the 
development issues through the lenses of 
MDGs in the forefront of public and policy 
debate. Its goal is to is elaborate the status 
of poverty and gender issues in Albania in 
order to enrich the National Strategy for So-
cial and Economic Development (NSSED) 
with innovative pro-poor and pro-women’s 
policies, programmes and projects at the 
national and local level to help Albania’s ef-
forts towards EU integration. 

The main objectives of the NHDR 2005 
for Albania are:

(i) to contribute to improving the existing 
development policies outlined in the 
NSSED 2003 progress report,  

(ii) to add new progressive elements in the 
form of advocacy for pro poor and pro-
women policy reforms, programmes, 
and actions, 

(iii) to promote successful existing develop-
ment policies which reflect a pro-poor 
and pro-women’s agenda.;

(iv) to find, adapt or design successful ap-
proaches of pro poor and pro-women 
development programmes or projects 
in Albania and support their dissemi-
nation; as well as 

(v) to ensure that the NHDR recommen-
dations on policies, strategies and pro-
grammes are complementary with the 
existing policy guidelines of the gov-
ernment of Albania, as expressed in the 
NSSED1, additionally the recommen-
dations should be consistent with the 

E X E C U T I V E  S U M M A R Y

MDGs and the Stabilisation and Asso-
ciation Process (SAP) 

The report is divided into three main parts. 
Part A reviews the evidence on the extent 
to which there has been pro-poor and pro-
women’s development in Albania over the 
past 15 years. Part B sets out the policies 
and strategies necessary to have a more pro-
poor and pro-women’s focus in the future 
and Part C presents some recommenda-
tions and the skeleton of a forward agenda 
for major stakeholders.

What characterizes the National and Global 
Human Development Reports is that the 
analysis is undertaken around the general 
theme of human development.  In the pre-
vious (2002) NHDR the issues surrounding 
decentralization were closely examined – and 
many of the issues arise again in the con-
text of examining measures to address pov-
erty, deprivation and women’s development 
through “regionalizing the MDGs”.  Thus 
the NHDR 2005 should also be considered 
as one of the national instruments for pro-
moting the Objectives of the United Nations 
Millennium Project to which the Albanian 
Government is committed. The Millenni-
um Project articulates the global framework 
for the implementation of the MDGs - the 
policy frame, the costs and financing and the 
capacity requirements for their achievement.  
This can be translated into action through 
the government’s own development strategy 
– the NSSED and its successor strategies. 

It must be emphasised that the NHDR 2005 
does not intend to provide a comprehensive 
record of the economic and social trends in 
Albania over recent years. It only describes 
events in sufficient detail to establish the 

1NSSED progress report 2003 and Objectives; Long term Vision and Priority Action Plan for 2004-2007.  The NSSED is the basic 
document of the mid-term and long-term government policies. The first document of NSSED was prepared in 2001, called the Growth 
and Poverty Reduction Strategy, GPRS.
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Poverty reduction and economic 
growth
While much debate surrounds the nature of 
the relationship between economic growth 
and poverty reduction, it is clear that with-
out direct intervention to promote the eco-
nomic status of the poorest groups and re-
gions, they can be left out of the growth 
process. Thus it is clear that while econom-
ic growth is necessary, it is not a sufficient 
condition for rapid poverty reduction. In 
Albania, “progressive” economic growth 
and sustainable development is considered 
to be the main vehicle for poverty reduction 
in Albania.  This concept underpins the 
NSSED. This also implies that the policy 
position of the authorities cannot be neu-
tral as to the poverty reduction and social 
impact of its economic policies and indeed 
this is the position adopted in the NSSED 
which now requires some reinforcement. 

It is difficult to estimate in Albania the elas-
ticity of poverty reduction (the percentage 
change/reduction in poverty incidence due 
to a one percent rise/fall in GDP) versus the 
economic growth, due to the lack of neces-
sary data.  However, what is clear is that the 
rate of overall poverty reduction (defined by 
income per capita) is very sensitive to the rate 
of economic growth and the interventionist 
measures necessary to ensure that it is max-
imized. Interventions however should not 
itself compromise economic growth, which 
is needed to raise standards of living and 
provide the resources for poverty reduction. 
Concentrating alone on growth may ignore 
the impact on income distribution (and the 
Gini coefficient) and the possible implica-
tions for the poorest regions, which could 
continue to grow poorer. Thus measures 
must be taken to improve the non-income 
components of poverty reduction – as out-
lined in PART B of this Human Develop-
ment Report. 

Poverty elasticity can be improved through 
direct socially oriented policies that are 
made more reflective of the real situation 
in the country.  For example, the poverty 
elasticity in the poorest regions could be in-
creased with targeted interventions and ap-
propriate economic and social stimuli. This 
could be done through local employment 
generation, micro-credit, improved social 
service provision and other programmes. 
These measures could rapidly reduce pover-
ty levels, improve the human development 
indicators and generate more sustainable 
and balanced development throughout the 
country.  

EVIDENCE OF ADVERSE TRENDS 
IN POVERTY AND WOMEN’S 
DEVELOPMENT

Transition, poverty and gender 
inequalities
Despite an enviable record of almost sus-
tained economic growth in the Albanian 
economy since 1995 (about 5% per annum), 
there have been some serious social and 
economic costs. These costs have included 
growing income inequalities, massive emi-
gration from the poorest regions, and crum-
bling economic and social infrastructure. 
Despite the economic growth record, 25 - 
30 per cent of the population of Albania is 
still living under the national poverty line, 
and a disproportionate number of these are 
women. In addition, a further 30 per cent 
are very close to the poverty line, and can 
be considered as potentially very vulnerable 
to an economic downturn.  

While the results of recent economic re-
forms have been generally positive, the ben-
efits, however, appear to be accruing mostly 
in urban areas, and particularly Tirana, the 
rural and more remote areas are still being 
left behind. It is clear that the outcome of 

E X E C U T I V E  S U M M A R Y
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improvement of quality of life for all, hu-
man rights and the proper functioning of a 
democratic society.  

Pro-poor growth measures It is gener-
ally agreed that macroeconomic policies 
can influence whether growth is pro-poor, 
but that such policies cannot be an adequate 
substitute for an equitable distribution of 
productive assets. Provided that measures 
are taken to help secure poor people’s ac-
cess to productive assets, such as land, 
housing and equipment for micro-enter-
prises, employing macroeconomic policies 
to then help raise the returns to these assets 
is considered the most useful approach. Ac-
cording to UNDP: “Economic growth con-
tributes most to poverty reduction when it 
expands the employment, productivity 
and wages of poor people and when pub-
lic resources are spent to promote human 
development”.  Therefore, for growth to be 
poverty reducing it should direct resources 
disproportionately to:

• Sectors in which the poor work (e.g. 
agriculture);

• Areas in which they live (i.e. underde-
veloped regions);

• Factors of production which they pos-
ses (such as unskilled labour); 

• Outputs, which they consume (such as 
food).

E X E C U T I V E  S U M M A R Y
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that the recommendations in this Human 
Development Report represent a start on 
a process of accelerating the pro-poor and 
women agenda in Albania.  The principal 
partners in this endeavour will be the Gov-
ernment – operating through the central 
Ministries and Local Government, UNDP, 
the donor community, and private entre-
preneurships and Civil Society – especially 
the CBOs in the regions at the local level. 

The Millennium Compact is the prime 
vehicle for driving the MDG agenda over 
the period 2015, which marks the end of 
the first real programme period for all the 
MDGs. To support the country MDG pro-
grammes, the UN system has recently re-
vamped the guidelines for the Millennium 
Project – and established the needed action 
for the achievement of the MDGs2.  

The Millennium Project recommends that 
every developing country structure its short-
term poverty reduction strategy within the 
context of a 10-year MDG framework. At 
the core of a national strategy to achieve 
the MDGs, there should be a strategy for 
increasing investments in infrastructure, 
human capital, and the private sector. This 
approach requires good governance, a strat-
egy to promote investments, and increased 
financing—largely donor financing—for 
public investments in the poorest coun-
tries. The international community should 
ensure that each developing country has the 
technical, financial, and organizational sup-
port needed to implement a national pov-
erty reduction strategy, and most urgently 
an investment strategy, sufficiently bold to 
achieve the MDGs at the country level. 
 
In the next 10 years, development partners 
need to ask three very different questions: 

“How much aid is needed at the country 
level to achieve the MDGs; How should 
that aid be shared among donors?; and how 
should the aid be dispersed over time?” All 
development partners need to ask the ques-
tion of how to finance the required increas-
es in investment spending, that are at the 
heart of achieving the MDGs. 

R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

2See  “Global Plan to Achieve the Millennium Development Goals”.
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relatively little in the way of visionary and 
strategic attention was paid to the debilitat-
ing effects on the country of high levels of 
external and internal migration, the decline 
and stagnation of a significant number of 
outlying regions along with problems asso-
ciated with over-concentration of national 
growth into a narrow development corridor 
between Tirana and Durrës, the sharp de-
cline of industrial production and its effect 
on unemployment, rising inequality and 
vulnerability, struggling health and educa-
tion services, severe problems of access to 
water, energy and services, mounting en-
vironmental challenges and the deplorable 
state of infrastructure. Finally the differen-
tial impact of all the above on the poorest 
groups and women in Albanian society has 
been largely neglected.

Preparation process  
The report has been prepared independent-
ly by the Sustainable Economic Develop-
ment Agency (SEDA) in close cooperation 
with the Department of the National Strat-
egy for Social and Economic Development, 
and Gender Alliance for Development 
centre (formerly Tirana Women’s Centre). 
Thus the report went through a wide par-
ticipatory process which involved various 
governmental agencies, members of parlia-
ment, academic institutions, civil society 
organisations at the central and local level, 
as well as UNDP and its projects. 

The outline of the report was compiled 
based on discussions during a stakeholder 
roundtable in Tirana. In another innovative 
effort, the report’s contents and findings 
were discussed in a round table in the town 
of Korça during the UN Poverty week. 

The draft report underwent several UNDP 
internal reviews accompanied by a broad 
external peer review including reviews from 

Human Development Report Office, the 
Regional Support Centre as well as many 
other international and Albanian experts 
and institutions duly acknowledged. 

Furthermore, the preparation process was 
also enriched by various newspaper pub-
lications written by the team members in 
various daily national newspapers that pro-
vided a good opportunity for the public to 
be acquainted with the theme of the report. 
The work for the this report was directly 
linked to the publication of the Global 
Human Development Report which was 
widely presented in the national media and 
was also followed by a series of articles on 
the importance of the human development 
indicators and their measurement. 

Last but not least, attention will be paid to 
the report follow up. Through an advocacy 
tour, the conclusions and recommendations 
of the report will be presented in various 
round tables at the local level and especially 
in university towns. In addition, television 
debates and newspaper supplements will 
also be organized in order to make this re-
port a proper advocacy and policy-generat-
ing tool. 

Structure of the report  The Report is di-
vided into three main parts.  In PART A 
the conceptual underpinnings of pro-poor 
and pro-women development strategies are 
examined  (Chapter 1); the poverty and 
social impact of the main reforms under-
taken since 1990 are assessed  (Chapter 2); 
the profile of poverty in Albania (Chapter 
3) is reviewed; and the gender perspective 
on development is examined (Chapter 4). 
Finally this report considers how the above 
is reflected in the Human Development In-
dicators (HDIs) (Chapter 5). 

In PART B, the NHDR reviews what ini-

I N T R O D U C T I O N
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REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC

Contribution by HE. Mr. Alfred Moisiu – President of Albania 

The series of Human Development Reports have already established their significance in 
Albania by dealing with many of the problems that the country has faced during the transi-
tion period. The current 2005 report specifically focuses on two major development prob-
lems of our country plaguing the nation – poverty and gender inequality.   

With the assistance of our international partners we have prepared a national strategy for 
the fight against poverty. In addition, Albania’s signatory status to the Millennium Declara-
tion conveys a solid commitment to halve the proportion of those living in poverty by 2015, 
which has been a boon to the fight against poverty. However, despite some achievements 
and the stability of macroeconomic indicators, stark reality offers a different picture. There 
continues to remain inequalities in income distribution, in access to public services and 
adequate infrastructure, and ultimately, to the overall development of the country. 

Conclusively, the report enriches the findings of recent studies by integrating a new per-
spective - one seen through the lens of gender equality. While we are all conscious about 
the importance of the role of women in the democratisation process and their participation 
in the market economy, the truth is that we are far from the European reality that we are 
aiming to accomplish. 

The time has come for new initiatives to make poverty alleviation a tangible result, espe-
cially in the north of the country. The fight against poverty should become more concrete 
and go beyond mere strategies on paper. Furthermore, the empowerment of women cannot 
be achieved through declarations and discussions, but only through encouraging actions 
that pave the way for women’s participation in political and economic domains at both the 
central and the local level. 

From this perspective, the National Human Development Report 2005 for Albania consti-
tutes a serious effort to raise the profile of poverty issues and a move towards undertaking 
concrete actions in order to attain the Millennium Development Goals by 2015. 

Sincerely,

Alfred MOISIU
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3Gender Thematic Guidance Note,    Astrida Niemanis, and Arcadi Tortisyn.  UNDP July 2003. 
4Sally Baden:  Economic Reform and Poverty: A Gender Analysis, Report nr. 50 prepared for the Gender Equality Unit, Swedish In-
ternational Development Cooperation Agency (Sida), October 1997. Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex, BRIDGE 
(development - gender).



5 Laurence Whitehead & George Gray-Molina: The Long Term Politics of Pro-Poor Policies, (Nuffield College, Oxford). Prepared for 
the “World Development Report 2000/1: The Responsiveness of Political Systems to Poverty Reduction”, Donnington Castle, 16-17 
August 1999. 



6 Women make up a large majority of the poor in most developing countries, experience more sever poverty, are more frequently 
unemployed and often underpaid.  It is clear that gender discrimination has a high economic cost for society at large as it blocks pros-
pects for individuals and groups to move out  of poverty.   Women represent over half of the human resources in Albania, and half the 
potential of the society. This potential remains underutilized when women are constrained by inequality and discrimination. Therefore 
discrimination is also a major obstacle for development and poverty eradication. Inequality is unfavorable for the whole society, both 
women and men.
7 INSTAT-LSMS (ad hoc) 2003
8 Albanian Institute of International Affairs, UNDP Early Warning - Human Security Monitoring Project in Albania  



Figure 1     Satisfaction with the current financial situation 

Source: INSTAT-LSMS (ad hoc) 2003
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9From about US$680 in 1990 to about US$1,740.



Figure 2: GDP Growth



10A Mass Privatization Program was launched in 1995, in parallel with a voucher scheme. To-date, approximately 95 per cent  of 
enterprises have been auctioned.
11Based on the Land Law No. 7501, August 19, 1991 and the Decision 452 dated October 17, 1992.
12This area was divided into about 1.9 million parcels. This indicates an average holding size of just over one hectare divided into four 
parcels. About 106,000 hectares of agricultural land were not distributed because if their marginal agricultural value because they were 
planted with tree crops that provided difficult to redistribute.

Figure 3: Real GDP Growth 

Figure 4: Trends of GDP Growth per capita

Figure 5: The Unemployment rate



13One farm holding of about 1 hectare divided in most of the cases into 3 to 6 parcels.
14However, the privatization of the mining industry is worth mentioning as successful in the long run. If oin1994 the Albanian state had 
to pay about 10 million USD to keep on running the inefficient state owned mines, on year 2003 there is a profit of about 10 million 
USD from private mines.



15In spite of the low speed of implementation, these reforms have had a significant positive impact on education. As a result there 
was: i) a progressive increase in public spending for education, and better management and transparency in the use of funds, ii) the 
rehabilitation of a large number of schools and other educational facilities; ii) the development of curricula and programmes;  and 
the implementation of several training programmes for teachers, etc.



16INSTAT Gender Perspectives in Albania 2004, p.25
17Ibid, p.26
18Piperno, 2002; Pastore, 1998.
19LSMS data. 
20INSTAT. Preliminary Results of the Population and Housing Census 2001, Tirana 2001.
21Bank of Albania, 2003.
22The Centre for Economic and Social Studies (CESS), The encouragement of social-economic development in relation to the growth 
of the role of the remittances, August 2003. Research Report commissioned by UNDP and Soros Foundation, p.10. 
23 Bank of Albania, 2003.



24 These include social security (pensions and maternity allowance), social assistance, unemployment benefit, political prisoner restitu-
tion, energy compensation, enterprise support and subsidies.













TABLE 1: THE PRINCIPAL MDG POVERTY TARGETS for ALBANIA – absolute and extreme poverty25  

Source: NSSED, 2003.

25 Absolute poverty is defined as the proportion of the adult population below US$2 per day.  Extreme poverty is defined in terms of the 
universal measure of US$1 per day (PPP basis)
26 The indicators are:
«Extreme poverty», the percentage of the population living on an income of less than 1 USD per day;
«Absolute poverty», the percentage of the population living on an income of  less than 2 USD per day;
«The prevalence of underweight children under 5 years of age. (target 2); 
«The level of unemployment   (target 3);
«Levels of Foreign Direct Investment per year  (target 4);
«Telephone lines and cellular phone subscribers per 100 people (target 5);
«Personal computers in use per 100 people; 
«Internet users per 100 people.



Table 2: Level of poverty according to various definitions

Source: INSTAT- LSMS 2002



Table 3: Poverty and Inequality in Albania

Source: LSMS 2002, INSTAT



27 Albania Common Country Assessment 2004.

Figure 6: Lorenz curve



Table 4: Poverty, living conditions and access to basic services (in %)

Source: INSTAT-LSMS (ad hoc) 2003



Figure 7: The level of unemployment according to age groups and gender for the year 2003

Source: INSTAT – Statistics Yearbook 2003

Table 5: Unmet Basic Needs

Source: LSMS 2002, INSTAT

(*) Inadequate water and sanitation: running water and regular toilets both unavailable for water and sanitation to be defined as inad-
equate
(**) Subjective assessment (house inadequate for living or under construction).
(***) Inadequate energy supply: power shut off for 6 hours of more per day



Figure 8: Poverty and education (percentage of cohort in full time education)

Source: LSMS 2002, INSTAT.



Table 6: School enrolment rates – by category

Table 7: Main budget shares by location

Source: LSMS 2002, INSTAT.



28 “Needs assessment and social circumstances analysis for services towards vulnerable groups” carried out by the Social Service 
Delivery Project, Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs 2002-2003. A national map of social needs distribution was compiled based on 
this data, serves  as the foundation for the restructuring of the entire social services and support system.
29 The average household income for urban households at the national level is 37,232 lekë [US$286] (INSTAT, 2003).  Reliable statisti-
cal data is unavailable for average household income for all, urban and non-urban, households at the national level.
30 Hermine De Soto, Ilir Gedeshi, Sabine Beddies, and Daniel Perez: Roma and Egyptians in Albania:
From Social Exclusion to Social Inclusion, June 2003
31 State Social Service; administrative data reported from the social protection sections of municipalities and communes. 



Table 8: Categories of children at risk at the national level32

Source:   State Social Service – Social database January 2003

32 According to data from the Regional Offices of State Social Services – January 2003



Table 9: Economic assistance 

Source: State Social Services – Statistical Bulletin 2003

Table 10: Self-assessment levels of health and poverty

Source:  INSTAT, 2004



Figure 9:  Child Mortality (per 1000 births)

Table 11: Prenatal care



34For more information please refer to the Living Conditions and Inequalities in Albania, INSTAT 2004. Based on Population and Hous-
ing Census 2001. 











35According to the information provided by http://www.ipu.org/wmn-e/classif.htm (situation of 30 November 2004). Last accessed 
February 11th 2005.
36Initial, and first, periodical national report on the Convention for the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Woman. The 
Committee for Equal Opportunities, financed by OSCE – Presence in Albania, Tiranë: Ilar, May 2002, p. 20.
37Excerpts from the Government Platform on the Equality between Man and Woman, the Committee for Equal Opportunities, 2002-2005.



38Human Development Promotion Center (HDPC), “Improving Mother’s Health”. In: The Albanian Response to the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals Prepared for the United Nations’ System in Albania from the Human Development Promotion Center by Dr. Ylli Cabiri and 
Dr. Lindita Xhillari (Tiranë, May 2002), 34.
39 Ibid. 
40 Ibid.
41 Ibid.
42 Ibid, p. 35



43  Fier, Regional Development Strategy – Aligned with National Development and Millennium Development Goals, Connecting people 
to a common and better future, September 2003.
44 Ibid, p. 34
45 Ibid, p. 34
46 The  Center for Human Development, the effects of social changes in woman’s status, financed by SNV. Tiranë, 2000, p. 31.
47 Ibid., p. 32.



48 The Center for Human Development, The effects of social changes in woman’s status, financed by SNV. Tiranë, 2000, p. 34.
49 Fier, Regional Development Strategy – Aligned with National Development and Millennium Development Goals, Connecting people 
to a common and better future, September 2003.



50 Kukes MDG RDS.
51 INSTAT, Women and Men in Albania- 2003, Tiranë 2004.
52 Ibid. p. 12.
53 Women and men in Albania, INSTAT, 2003, Tirana 2004 p. 7.
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Special Contribution by HE. Ms. Jozefina Topalli
Deputy Speaker of Parliament 

The successful global initiative to put humankind at the centre of development has 
encouraged the debate on key economic and social issues that trouble communities, 
preoccupy politicians and grip decision-makers. The series of Human Development 
Reports have earned their merit by inspiring this debate in Albania too, through pe-
riodically analysing the situation, by exploring available models, and suggesting new 
ideas for facing development challenges. As a result, these reports have often served 
to positively influence the reform agenda and other significant actions undertaken 
at the central and local level. Accordingly, the Human Development Report for Al-
bania – 2005 is an invitation to re-open and deepen the debate on the alleviation of 
poverty and the promotion of gender equality. 
Human development in Albania is strongly shaped by our concept of development. 
It is proven fact that a stable macro-economic framework, no matter how well re-
garded, is entirely insufficient to fight poverty. Behind the figures of impressive eco-
nomic growth, poverty intensifies in silence and, as noted from the situation analyses 
at the regional, municipality and commune level, everything achieved remains inad-
equate. According to the report, while this trend appears to be more typical for the 
North-Eastern part of the country, there are many other urban and rural areas that 
are marked by high unemployment levels, low incomes and only limited access to 
services. The poor should not suffer from the effects of poverty in silence. Likewise, 
poverty must not be tolerated by society nor accepted by the state.  The real challenge 
involves the mobilisation of stakeholders, communities and individuals against dep-
rivation. Revising dated policies, prioritizing mobilisation and a fairer distribution 
of wealth through an integrated and efficient approach are pressing needs required 
to accelerate the pace of progress in areas with low human development indices. It is 
only in this way that poverty alleviation will become a practical and attainable objec-
tive rather than a distant ideal. 
The purpose of development is not only to raise incomes, but it is also for the expan-
sion of equal opportunities for the entire nation’s social strata, as growth cannot be 
achieved without the over-arching and equal inclusion of both men and women. The 
reality of represented by the continuous decline of gender development indices in Al-
bania, as the report clearly states, is an alarm bell, which continues to be ignored by 
the majority of Albanian society, including both men and women. The debate based 
on the insufficient role of women in development is weak and often academic, giving 
the impression that it is being discussed about gender issues in other countries and 
rather than Albanian ones. The speedy rectification of these trends requires, first and 
foremost, a comprehensive political commitment to consider the concept of gender 
equality as an essential component to the democracy we are trying to build. 
In appreciation of the opportunity to forward these thoughts for the National Hu-
man Development Report for Albania – 2005, I express my belief that this report 
will be invaluable to future policy-making, the taking of progressive actions and to 
the realization of concrete results in the fight against poverty and ensuring gender 
equality. 









122 Indicators captured from various living standards surveys are not comparable due to different methodological approaches. For in-
stance, in relation to the inequality level, according to the Living Conditions Survey (LCS) of 1998 the Gini coefficient is 0,48, whereas 
according to the Living Standards Measurement Survey (LSMS) 2002 the Gini coefficient results to be 0.28. This discrepancy is due 
to the fact that the first study is based on income whereas the second is based on consumption.



 

Source: The Institute of Contemporary Studies – Macroeconomic Policies for Economic Growth and Poverty Reduction, the case of Albania. Based on data 
from LSMS 2002; Mancellari, Hida.

Table 27: Growth rates, poverty elasticity and rate of poverty reduction

123 The number of required years (n) is calculated based on the formula: {ln (required cumulative growth index)=n*ln(average annual 
growth increase index)}.
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132 The main public investments in education include the following: (1) universal access to primary education, with adequate standards 
for teachers, classroom facilities and curricula; (2) school meals programmes in all low-income regions, using locally produced foods; 
(3) special incentives for vulnerable children (in particular extremely impoverished households, orphans, girls) to promote school at-
tendance at both the primary and secondary levels; and (4) national programme to increase the enrolments and capacities of universi-
ties and other tertiary education facilities. 



133 For more information please see: “Tirana, the challenges of Urban Development”, SEDA, ENHR Conference, Tirana May 2003







134 UN Millennium Project 2005, Taking Action: Achieving Gender Equality and Empowering Women, Task Force on Education and 
Gender Equality









135 World Bank Report on “The Legal And Regulatory Environment For Civil Society And Civic Engagement In Albania” May, 2004
136 Ibid



137 Partners Albania - A study from Anesti Kashta: Public Participation Process during the formulation of the National Strategy for Eco-
nomic and Social Development 2002-2004) . p.7

















138  UNIFEM, 2004 Pathway to Gender equality: CEDAW, Beijing and the MDGs



139  Ibid.
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Proposed Regional Pilot project 2 



Proposed Pro women Regional Pilot project 3   

Proposed Pro women project 4



Dimension index =   actual value – minimum value
                                maximum value – minimum value

Life expectancy index =  74.4 – 25  = 0.823
                          85 – 25



Adult literacy index =   94.4 –  0   = 0.944
                      100 – 0

Gross enrolment index =   64.2 –  0   = 0.642
                           100 – 0

GDP index =  log (4,830) – log (100)    = 0.647
       log (40,000) – log (100)

Auxiliary table



HDI = 1/3 (life expectancy index) + 1/3 (education 
index) + 1/3 (GDP index) = HDI = 1/3 (0.823) + 1/3 

(0.843) + 1/3 (0.647) = 0.771





Dimension index =   actual value – minimum value
                                  maximum value – minimum value



The same calculation is applied in other Albanian zones:



Income index =  log (actual value) – log (minimum value)
                       log (maximum value) – log (minimum value)







Auxiliary table 

Auxiliary tables



Auxiliary tables
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