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FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
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Tokyo, Japan, 3 to 7 September 2007

Item 4 of the provisional agenda: Amendments to the Rules of Procedure

	Decision required: paragraph 4


1. The Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (the “Committee”) at its first extraordinary session decided “to continue to examine, at its second ordinary session, the issue of admission of non-governmental organizations and non-profit-making institutions as observers, with the view of taking a decision on this matter” (Decision 1.EXT.COM.4 bis). The Committee also discussed the possibility to facilitate the attendance as observers in its sessions of Associate Members of UNESCO and of intergovernmental organizations. The admission of observers to the sessions of the Committee is regulated by Rule 8 of the Rules of Procedure of the Committee. 

2. The Committee may therefore wish to consider the following amendment of Rule 8. 
	Original
	Proposed Amendment

	Rule 8     Observers
	Rule 8     Observers

	8.1
	States Parties to the Convention which are not Members of the Committee may attend its sessions as observers. 
	8.1
	[Unchanged]

	8.2
	States not party to the Convention which are Member States of UNESCO or of the United Nations may, upon written request, also be authorized by the Committee to attend the sessions of the Committee as observers. 
	8.2
	States not party to the Convention which are Member States of UNESCO or of the United Nations, Associate Members of UNESCO, Permanent Observer Missions to UNESCO, and representatives of the United Nations, organizations of the United Nations system or other international governmental organizations listed as having an agreement with UNESCO, or active in the fields of UNESCO’s competence, may attend the sessions of the Committee as observers.

	8.3
	The Committee may authorize the United Nations and organizations of the United Nations system, as well as, upon written request, other international governmental and non-governmental organizations, permanent observer missions to UNESCO and non-profit-making institutions active in the fields covered by the Convention, to attend its sessions as observers. 
	8.3
	The Committee may authorize non-governmental organizations, and non-profit making institutions active in the fields covered by the Convention, to attend its sessions as observers, upon written request addressed to the Secretariat [two months] prior to the Committee session they wish to attend, together with a clear description of their activities. The Committee shall decide, on the basis of a provisional list prepared by the Secretariat, which organizations or institutions will be admitted to attend that session and future sessions as observers, without prejudice to its right to limit the number of representatives per organization or institution. 

	8.4
	The Director-General shall invite any entity whose participation has been authorized by the Committee in conformity with Rules 8.2 and 8.3. 
	8.4
	The Director-General may invite provisionally those who have submitted their request under Rule 8.3.


3. Based on the experience gained with the World Heritage Committee concerning the reconsideration of proposals or the re-opening of a debate, the Committee may also wish to add the following Rule to Chapter VI of its Rules of Procedure (Conduct of Business). This addition may prove useful especially once the Committee starts inscribing intangible cultural heritage on the lists of the Convention. 
	Proposed new Rule 35

	35
	Reconsideration of proposals 

	
	When a proposal has been adopted or rejected, it may not be reconsidered at the same session of the Committee, unless the Committee, by a two-thirds majority of the Members present and voting, so decides.


4. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
DRAFT DECISION 2.COM.4

The Committee,

1.
Having examined document ITH/07/2.COM/CONF.208/4,

2.
Recalling Decision 1.EXT.COM.4 bis,

3.
Amends the Rules of Procedure as follows: 
	Rule 8     Observers

	8.2
	States not party to the Convention which are Member States of UNESCO or of the United Nations, Associate Members of UNESCO, Permanent Observer Missions to UNESCO, and representatives of the United Nations, organizations of the United Nations system or other international governmental organizations listed as having an agreement with UNESCO, or active in the fields of UNESCO’s competence, may attend the sessions of the Committee as observers. 

	8.3
	The Committee may authorize non-governmental organizations, and non-profit making institutions active in the fields covered by the Convention, to attend its sessions as observers, upon written request addressed to the Secretariat [two months] prior to the Committee session they wish to attend, together with a clear description of their activities. The Committee shall decide, on the basis of a provisional list prepared by the Secretariat, which organizations or institutions will be admitted to attend that session and future sessions as observers, without prejudice to its right to limit the number of representatives per organization or institution.

	8.4
	The Director-General may invite provisionally those who have submitted their request under Rule 8.3.


	New Rule 35     Reconsideration of proposals 

	35
	When a proposal has been adopted or rejected, it may not be reconsidered at the same session of the Committee, unless the Committee, by a two-thirds majority of the Members present and voting, so decides.
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