
473

West Africa

Note: Data for Ghana are for 2013. 
Source: ADB et al. (2014), Table 18.7; for Ghana: calculated for 2013 from ISSER (2014)

Figure 18.2: Top three export products in Africa, 2012

Algeria – Petroleum & other oils, crude (45.0%), natural gas in gaseous state (20.0%), light oils 
and preparations (8.7%)

Angola – Petroleum & other oils, crude (96.8%)

Benin – Cotton (19.0%), petroleum oils or bituminous minerals (13.7%), gold (13.4%)

Botswana – Unworked diamonds (74.3%), other non-industrial diamonds (7.2%), 	
gold in semi-manufactured forms (5.4%)

Burkina Faso	  – Cotton (44.9%), gold in unwrought forms 
(29.4%), gold in semi-manufactured forms (5.4%)

Burundi – Unroasted coffee (58.0%), 
black tea (12.2%), niobium, tantalum, 
vanadium ores & concentrates (9.0%)

Cabo Verde – Mackerel 
(16.5%), skipjack or stripe-
bellied bonito (15.4%), 
yellowfin tunas (14.2%)

Cameroon – Petroleum & 
other oils, crude (48.1%), cocoa 
beans (9.0%), tropical 	
woods (7.7%)

Central African Rep.	
– Unsorted diamonds (32.3%), 
tropical wood (26.6%), cotton (14.0%)

Chad – Petroleum & other oils, crude and 
preparations (97.0%)

Comoros – Cloves (56.1%), floating vessels for breaking up 		
(21.2%), essential oils (9.8%)

Congo. Rep. – Petroleum & other oils, crude (87.1%)

Congo. Dem. Rep. – Cathodes (43.9%), unrefined copper (13.2%), petroleum 	
& other oils, crude (13.2%)

Côte d’Ivoire – Cocoa beans (31.8%), petroleum & other oils, crude (12.3%), 	
natural rubber (7.2%)

Djibouti – Live animals (23.0%), sheep (18.1%), goats (15.6%)

Egypt – Petroleum & other oils, crude (24.0%), liquefied natural gas (11.1%), 

Equatorial Guinea – Petroleum & other oils, crude (73.6%), liquefied natural gas (19.8%)

Eritrea – Gold (88.0%), silver (4.9%)

Ethiopia – Unroasted coffee (39.5%), sesamum seeds (19.7%), fresh cut flowers (10.2%)

Gabon – Petroleum & other oils, crude (85.4%), manganese ores & concentrates (6.7%) 

Gambia – Wood (48.6%), cashew nuts (16.2%), petroleum & other oils (6.5%)

Ghana – Gold (36.0%), cocoa beans and paste (16.5%), petroleum & other oils, crude (22.0%)

Guinea – Gold (40.5%), bauxite (34.0%), alumine (9.0%)

Guinea-Bissau – Cashew nuts (83.9%)

Kenya – Black tea (20.0%), fresh cut flowers (12.1%), unroasted coffee (5.9%)

Lesotho – Diamonds (45.5%), men’s/boys’ cotton trousers & shorts (13.4%), 	 women’s/girls’ 
synthetic trousers & shorts (6.1%)

Liberia – Iron ores & concentrates (21.1%), natural rubber (19.3%), tankers (12.3%)

Libya – Petroleum & other oils, crude (88.4%), natural gas in gaseous state (5.6%)

Madagascar – Cloves (15.8%), shrimps & prawns (7.2%), titanium ores & concentrates (5.5%)

Malawi – Tobacco (50.1%), natural uranium & its compounds (10.4%), raw sugar cane (8.0%)

Mali – Cotton (72.7%), sesamum seeds (8.8%)

Mauritania – Iron ores and concentrates (46.7%), copper ores and concentrates (15.6%), 	
octopus (10.5%)

Mauritius – Tunas, skipjack & bonito (15.3%), solid cane or beef sugar (10.5%), cotton t-shirts 
& the like (7.4%)

Morocco – Phosphoric acid and polyphosphoric (8.2%), ignition wiring sets and other wiring sets 
of a type used for vehicles, aircrafts, ships (6.1%), diammonium hydrogenorthosphosphate (4.5%)

Mozambique – Aluminium, not alloyed (28.8%), light oils & preparations (12.1%), liquefied 
natural gas (5.4%)

Namibia – Unworked diamonds (30.1%), unrefined copper (13.4%), 
natural uranium & its compounds (13.2%)

Niger – Natural uranium & its compounds (62.2%), light oils 
& preparations (12.1%), live animals (6.0%)

Nigeria – Petroleum & other oils, crude (84.0%), liquefied 
natural gas (10.8%)

Rwanda – Niobium, tantalum, vanadium ores & 
concentrates (23.7%), unroasted coffee (23.5%),  

tin ores & concentrates (19.2%)

Sao Tome & Principe 
– Cocoa beans (47.6%), 
wristwatches (9.2%), 
jewellery (6.4%)

Senegal – Petroleum 
& other oils (20.8%), 

inorganic chemical elements, 
oxides & halogen salts (12.0%), fresh & 

frozen fish (9.0%)

Seychelles – Tunas, skipjack & bonito 
(52.5%), bigeye tunas (13.2%), yellowfin tunas 
(7.1%)

Sierra Leone – Iron ores 
& concentrates (45.2%), 
titanium ores & concentrates 
(16.4%), unworked 
diamonds (12.1%)

Somalia – Sheep (29.4%), 
goats (28.2%), live bovine animals 

(17.3%)

South Africa – Gold (11.6%), iron ores & concentrates 
(7.6%), platinum (6.6%)

South Sudan – Petroleum & other oils, crude (99.6%)

Sudan – Petroleum & other oils, crude (65.6%), Sheep (10.6%), sesamum 
seeds (4.2%)

Swaziland – Raw sugar cane (17.4%), odoriferous substances used in food & beverages (14.8%), 
iron ores & concentrates (10.9%)

Tanzania – Precious metal ores & concentrates (11.7%), tobacco (11.5%), unroasted, not 
decaffeinated coffee (6.6)

Togo – Gold (12.1%), natural calcium phosphates, phosphatic chalk (11.7%), light oils 		
& preparations (10.3%)

Tunisia – Petroleum & other oils, crude (11.2%), ignition wiring sets and other wiring sets of a 
type used for vehicles, aircrafts, ships (6.2%); men’s/boys’ cotton trousers and shorts (4.3%)

Uganda – Unroasted, not decaffeinated coffee (30.6%), cotton (5.6%), tobacco (5.5%)

Zambia – Cathodes (47.6%), unrefined copper (26.1%), maize, excl. seed (5.0%)

Zimbabwe – Tobacco (30.8%), ferro-chromium (11.6%), cotton (9.6%)
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