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Exchanging of knowledge and experiences within the WNICBR is a great opportunity to learn and take a
step forward in implementing at local levels the sustainable development concept.

In this sense, the Menorca BR proposed to similar and close BRs the creation of the NURBIS group (Island
Biosphere Reserves and Sustainability group) to put new energies into a working plan. After the 1st
meeting (November 2015) working plan draft has been outlined as a proposal to be submitted to all the
members of the Network.
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SCOPE OF THE WORKING PLAN

41 RB initially considered (participants to WNICBR meetings)

Africa 3
America 8
Asia 12

Europe 15
Oceania 3
Total 41 BR



REGULATIONS. To set up the foundations of the Network’s internal operation
regulations.

DOCUMENTATION BASIS. To create an information and documentation platform
about the BRs in the Network.

COMMUNICATION. To create an active and agile communication channel among
the Network members.

NETWORKING. To encourage the exchange of ongoing studies, monitoring and
control programs and comparative studies of the different BRs.

TRAINING AND EXCHANGES FOR MANAGERS. To establish the basis to
create an international program about training and exchange for BR managers.

SUSTAINABILITY INDICATORS. To start a joint collaboration by means of the
analysis of indicators to assess the sustainability on islands and coastal areas.

SCOPE EXPANSION. To encourage inclusion of island or coastal BRs that are not
yet members.

GENERAL GOALS 



GOAL 0 – REGULATORY FRAMEWORK

ACTIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT 

Action 0.1. To set up the criteria and 
goals for the shaping of the Network. 
Internal operation regulations. (La 
Palma BR)

Action 0.2. Expression of readiness to 
participate and subscription form 
(Fuerteventura BR)



GOAL 1 – DOCUMENTARY BASIS

Action 1.1. Creation of a documentary collection about the BRs
(undertaken by Menorca BR)

ACTIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT 

 BR nomination forms, monitoring and 
periodical assessment 

 Planning and sustainable development 
documents

 Technical reports and scientific studies
 Informational and educational publications
 Cartographic information and images



GOAL 1 – DOCUMENTARY BASIS

Action 1.2. Database of the BRs (undertaken by Menorca BR)

BR standard form with:

ACTIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT 

 Geographical data

 Administrative and management data

 Geoenvironmental data

 Socioeconomic data

 Environmental vectors (water, energy, waste)



Action 1.2. Database of the BRs (some preliminary results)

ACTIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT 

Year of BR declaration
1 (1975-1989)

2 (1990-2000)

3 (2001-2015)

En proceso candidatura

12

15

9

5

Type of BR

Isla 
Archipiélago
Costera
Parte de una isla

12

15

9

5

Type of BR
Isla 
Archipiélago
Costera
Parte de una isla

Main biomes represented

Selva tropical Bosque subtropical y tropical 
de coníferas

Bosques templados de fron-
dosas y mixtos

Bosque boreal/Taiga

Vegetación mediterránea Desierto y matorral xerófilo



Action 1.2. Database of the BRs (some preliminary results)

ACTIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT 

1
6

12

11

11

Total surface

>5.000.000 ha
> 1.000.000 ha
100.000 a 1.000.000 ha
50.000 a 100.000 ha
< 50.000 ha

1
6

17

12

51

Resident population

>1.000.000 
100.000 a 1.000.000
10.000 a 100.000
<10.000
Sin datos
0



Superficie total terrestre y marina (n=41)

Macchabee / Bel Ombre
Archipiélago Juan Fernandez

Azores Isla Graciosa
Santana Madeira

Yakushima
Nanji

Azores Corvo
Archipiélago Cat Ba

El Hierro
Mont Chilbo

Monte Kuwol
Ometepe

Azores Flores
Gochang
Menorca

Isla de Príncipe
La Palma

Shinan Dadohae
Jeju

La Gomera
Gran Canaria

Lanzarote
Noosa

Baa Atoll
Archipiélago Bleckinge

Islas del Golfo de California
Fuerteventura

La Selle
Cape West Coast

Siberut
 Archipiélago Sea Area

Fundi Biosphere Reserve
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Action 1.2. Database of the BRs (some preliminary results)

ACTIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT 

Not included BR>1.000.000 ha:

Palawan: 1.150.800 ha

Wakatobi: 1.390.000 ha

West Estonia: 1.560.078 ha

Socotora arc.: 2.681.640 ha

Kommandorskiye I.: 3.648.679 ha

Cabo de Hornos: 4.884.273 ha

Mata Atlantica 78.500.000 ha



Action 1.2. Database of the BRs (some preliminary results)

ACTIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT 
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GOAL 1 – DOCUMENTARY BASIS

Action 1.3 / Remarkable experience catalogue (undertaken by Menorca BR)

1. Selection of the most remarkable experiences of every BR

2. Standardisation in a specific format for a real and effective exchange

ACTIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT 



WHAT HAVE WE DONE?

BR Conservation 
of biodiversity

Heritage 
and 
landscape

Economic 
developme
nt

Social 
participati
on

BR 
Manageme
nt

Research 
and 
monitoring

Environme
ntal 
vectors

El Hierro 1 1

Principe 3 2 3 4 5 0 0

La Palma 4 4 5 3 5 4 2

Lanzarote 2 2 4 3 4 3 3

Menorca 5 5 7 5 5 5 4

Total 15 13 19 15 19 12 10

Action 1.3 / Remarkable experience catalogue (first results)

ACTIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT 



GOAL 2 ‐ COMMUNICATION

Action 2.1. Active communication between Network BRs (Menorca RB)

E‐mail

Telephone

Website of WNICBR (to be designed and published)

Action 2.2. Dissemination among the Network members (Menorca RB)

Website of WNICBR

Social networks and media

Action 2.3 / BR communication from inside to outside (La Palma BR)

Defining a communication plan of the Network to make effective the dissemination
of the projects and initiatives related to sustainability

ACTIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT 



GOAL 3 ‐ NETWORKING

Action 3.1. Exchange of information, projects and studies among the
BRs (Menorca RB)

Sharing of the results obtained from actions 1.1., 1.2., 1.3. at the future Network
digital portal, as well as the publishing of newsletters, events and schedule of
activities.

E‐mail and specific web sections of the Menorca BR, Jeju BR and the UNESCO.

Meetings, both virtual and on‐site, among the BR managers.

Action 3.2. Setting up of specialising RBs. Themed areas.

Creating themed forums, meetings and themed workshops among those BRs that
have been working on a specific subject.

Action 3.3. Campaigns. Pressure factors. Joint claims.

Jointly submitting of proposals, challenges or claims related to plans, projects or
regulations that may affect the sustainability of the BRs or of the whole of the
Network.

ACTIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT 



GOAL 4 – TRAINING AND EXCHANGE

Action 4.1. Definition of the basis to create an international training and exchange
program for managers, experts, researchers and other groups of the BR concerning
sustainability.

ACTIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT 



GOAL 5 – SUSTAINABILITY INDICATORS

Action 5.1. Analysis of sustainability indicators systems regarding BRs
and the MaB program (undertaken by Menorca BR)

Action 5.2. Definition of a sustainable indicator system (coordinated by
Menorca BR)

ACTIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT 



GOAL 6 – NETWORK EXPANSION

Action 6.1. To find and contact non‐member island and coastal BRs.

ACTIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT 



 This Working Plan Proposal for 2016‐17 being discussed, amended, improved 
and aproved among the Network members

 Set the regulatory framework 
 Get collaboration of the RB that have not been contacted yet
 Keep up to date the documentary collection in process (database, documents, 
experience catalogue) 

 Indicator system working team
 Planning and designing the Network web portal 
 Planning the training and exchange programme, and organizing themed groups

NEXT STEPS IN WNICBR SUSTAINABILITY WORK PLAN



 Effective and fluent communication
 Creating spaces for debate and meeting 
 Active participation of all the BR members of the Network
 Collecting and standardizing data (great variability in the data 
available from BRs)

 Social participation in the Network activities
 Financing needs (networking, training and exchange program, 
implementing an indicator system,...)

CONSTRAINTS AND CHALLENGES



THE LIMA ACTION PLAN 

“Using the MAB Strategy 2015‐2025 and Lima Action Plan 2016‐2025 as the key 
points of reference, MAB National Committees and MAB networks are strongly 
encouraged to
prepare their own strategies and action plans. These should be founded in national 
and regional realities and imperatives and will contribute both to addressing these 
and to implementing the Lima Action Plan at the global level.”



THANK YOU


