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Executive Secretary 
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Stockholm 
Sweden 

  
 

Dr Volker Rachold is the Executive Secretary of the International Arctic Science Committee (IASC). His 
functions include guiding and overseeing IASC´s activities, representing the organization on various 
international committees and at international meetings, facilitating the planning and organization of the 
Arctic Science Summit Week (ASSW) and other international conferences, directing IASC´s 
communications and managing the IASC Secretariat. Dr. Rachold graduated as a geochemist from 
Göttingen University, where he also obtained his Ph.D. in 1994. Before moving to the IASC Secretariat in 
Stockholm in 2006 and in Potsdam from 2009, he worked with the Alfred Wegener Institute for Polar and 
Marine Research. His research focused on land-ocean interactions in the Siberian Arctic and he led several 
land- and ship-based Russian-German expeditions. He is author and editor of numerous scientific papers 
and serves as a reviewer for scientific journals and funding agencies. 
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Dr Erik Buch, EuroGOOS chair. Master of Science, Physical Oceanography, 1978; Ph.D. in Physical 
Oceanography, 1983; Bachelor of Commerce, Management, 1990 and Project Management, 1994. Senior 
scientist at Greenland Fisheries Research Institute, 1982; Head of Fisheries Department, same institute, 
1985. Vice-Director, same institute, 1986. Head of Oceanographic Department, Royal Danish 
Administration of Navigation and Hydrography, 1990. Director of Division for Operational Oceanography, 
DMI 1998 (renamed to Centre for Ocean and Ice in 2006). Danish representative in EuroGOOS since 1995. 
Member of EuroGOOS Board 1999-2003 and since 2008; chair since 2013. Chairman of EuroGOOS Baltic 
Task Team (BOOS) 1998-2009. Danish IOC delegate 2007-2013. Initiator, coordinator or WP-leader of a 
number of research projects with relation to marine climate and operational oceanography. Dr Buch has 
considerable experience in oceanographic data collection, analysis and presentation.  
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Director    
Cryosphere and Climate Project (CliC) 
University of Tromsø 
Norway 
   

 

Dr Baeseman began her love of the cold growing up on a dairy farm in Wisconsin, USA and has a B.S. in 
Water Chemistry from the University of WI - Stevens Point, M.S. in Civil Engineering from the University of 
Minnesota, a Ph.D. also in Civil Engineering with an environmental emphasis from the University of 
Colorado, and postdoctoral training in Geosciences from Princeton University. She has spent 4 seasons in 
Antarctica, 3 in the McMurdo Dry Valleys and 1 on the peninsula. Jenny was very involved in the planning 
of the International Polar Year (IPY) and through this co-founded and subsequently became the Founding 
Director of the Association of Polar Early Career Scientists (APECS) which grew to over 3500 members 
from 76 countries during her leadership. One of her main objectives in developing APECS was to help 
young researchers combine their interests in interdisciplinary polar science with education and outreach 
and gain international leadership through professional development activities. In April 2012 she turned over 
the reigns of the early career group to become the Director of the Climate and the Cryosphere Project 
(CliC), sponsored by the World Climate Research Programme, the Scientific Committee on Antarctic 
Research and the International Arctic Science Committee. The CliC Project office is hosted by the 
Norwegian Polar Institute in Tromsø, Norway. She continues research in her spare time through an adjunct 
position at the International Arctic Research Center (IARC) at the University of Alaska – Fairbanks. One of 
Jenny's personal goals is to make sure everyone she meets knows that polar bears don't eat penguins - as 
they live at different Poles. 
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