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Comic Strip

Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti 
And The Women’s Union of abeokuta

Foreword
The following comic strip is an interpretation of certain periods of the life of Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti. 
The illustrations are based on historical and iconographic research on Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti and 
mid-twentieth century Nigeria. They do not claim to be an exact representation of the events, people, 
architecture, hairstyles, or clothing of the period.
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Script: Obioma Ofoego
Illustrations: Alaba Onajin
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Abeokuta, Nigeria, the mid-1944.
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Hmmm. All this mild 
talk of sewing and etiquette 

is simply not enough. What about 
literacy? Or women’s political 
representation? And we should 

start by involving those who 
matter the most: the 

market women!
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Welcome!

And so the first crucial steps towards a 
more inclusive women’s union are taken… 



Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti – The Comic Strip9

With Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti leading the way.
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Yes. This is 
how it should be, all 
of us women united. 
For in unity lies our 

strength.
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As the shadow of the Second World 
War continues to stretch across 
Nigeria, market women will need 
strength and unity more than ever...
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Thank you
 for your contribution 
to the war effort. The 
British and the world 

owe you a debt 
of gratitude.

And you people?!
What is your excuse? 

Under whose authority 
are you confiscating 

those goods? In 
whose name?

Does your gratitude 
fill our stomachs, or 

those of our children? 
I will not be able to turn 

a profit if I sell at 
such prices…

For local women traders are soon caught between the claims of two powerful groups: 
the colonial administration, which has imposed food-quotas and price-controls to 
offset food shortages for the army; and Native Authority policemen, who are not shy 
of exploiting the powers they have acquired under the colonial administration…
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And so the market women are left with a 
desperate fight for survival on two fronts. 
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Ey! Starched 
lackeys! Thieves! 

Have you no 
shame?
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Neither the price-controls nor the confiscations 
seem to brook any resistance. But with new-found 
organization under the women’s union and Funmilayo 
Ransome-Kuti, there comes greater unity…
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Greater strength…

I may be alone now, 
but the women of Abeokuta 

shall never abandon me. And when 
they come in their thousands to 

shake the complacency of 
power, I shall clap and 

sing for joy.
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And so it is that one fine daY…
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it shall not happen 
again, you have my 

word. I shall see to it 
personally that these 

confiscations 
cease!
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And so the women’s union begins to see just 
what it can achieve through collective action!
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Activism of Funmilayo
Ransome-Kuti and 

development
of the movement
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Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti works tirelessly to support 
any cause for justice. From protests against the 
Richards Constitution in London, to activism for 
women’s rights throughout Nigeria…

But this constitution 
divides us even more - one 
prod from the skinniest of 

fingers and we fall! 
No, no, no, I say!

If we can 
resist oppression 

in Abeokuta, 
we can resist 

anywhere!
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From teaching working women in run-down factories, to 
the building of a national and international network…
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…she acts with fire and truth, and 
women all over respond to her call.
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The flat tax on women 
and the abdication 

of the Alake
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And yet for every victory, another injustice 
springs up. For back in Abeokuta, trouble 
is afoot. The British are using the Alake, the 
traditional symbol of authority in 
Egbaland, to enforce the flat-rate 
taxation of women…
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And as a sign of our 
good will, we are entrusting 

the collection of taxes to your 
local authorities. But know that 
they have the full force of the 

administration behind them, 
so no funny business 

like the last time!
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But this 
is my last 

coin!

Help!

And so the new flat-tax, introduced by the British to 
raise revenue for the colonial state and enforced by 
often unscrupulous local market wardens, begins to 
hit women hard…

The times 
are bad.
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‘Taxes taxes taxes’, 
they cry! And for 

what? Do women sit in 
the councils and 

committees planning 
policies and making 

decisions?

No! Then why must we 
pay, when we barely have 

enough money to repair the 
thinning cloth on our 

broken backs!

…and a great anger gathers throughout the land.
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Cast your minds back. Did our fellow 
women citizens in Aba not show that 
from the strength of women a mighty 
river flows?

Did they not brand the colonialist’s forehead 
with the proud mark of defiance? O let us rise 
up, and shake them to the roots of their being!
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The next day…
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No tax without representation,
Be it just one penny, Ademola,
Be it just one penny, Ademola.
And let our women go!
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The District Officer looks unruffled…
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You will kindly 
shut these women 

up, and return 
to wherever you 

came from.
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But he does not know 
what he is up against… You may have 

been born, you were 
not bred. Would you 

speak to your mother 
like that?
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Faced with the fearless strength of the women’s union, the 
Alake, who had become a symbol of colonial oppression, 
flees, and the colonial order is shaken. 
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Under the inspirational leadership of Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti, the Abeokuta 
Women’s Union became a model organization for the struggle for women’s 
rights in Nigeria… Africa… and across the world.
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Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti
Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti (1900–1978) was a leading activist during Nigerian women’s anti-colonial struggles. She founded the Abeokuta 
Women’s Union, one of the most impressive women’s organizations of the twentieth century (with a membership estimated to have reached 
up to 20,000 women), which fought to protect and further the rights of women.

Women in African History 
Through various pedagogical resources and the use of Information and Communication technologies (ICTs), UNESCO seeks to highlight the 
legacy of a selection of key women figures of African history and its diaspora. This project demonstrates that African women have always 
distinguished themselves in the history of their continent in areas as diverse as politics (Gisèle Rabesahala), diplomacy and resistance against 
colonization (Njinga Mbandi), the defense of women’s rights (Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti), and environmental protection (Wangari Maathai).

This list of 20 women represents only a small part of the contribution of African women, known and unknown, to the history of their countries, 
Africa and all mankind. 

For additional resources, please visit the website www.unesco.org/womeninafrica

The UNESCO project Women in African History was realized with the financial contribution of the Republic of Bulgaria.

Republic of Bulgaria

Women in 
African History


