
UNESCO 

HP/2006/2 
8 June 2006 

International Scientific Committee for the UNESCO History Project 

Mr Robert Frank (France) 
Mr Ilya V. Gaiduk (Russia) 
Mr Mohieddine Hadhri (Tunisia) 
Mr Akira Iriye (Japan) 
Mr José Paradiso (Argentina) 
Ms Emma Rothschild (United Kingdom) 
Mr Jean-François Sirinelli (France) 
Ms Glenda Sluga (Australia) 
Ms Romila Thapar (India) 
Mr Ibrahima Thioub (Senegal) 
Mr Thomas G. Weiss (United States of America) 

Robert Frank (France) is Professor of the History of Contemporary International Relations at the 
University of Paris I, Panthéon-Sorbonne, and Director of Identities, International Relations and 
Civilisations of Europe (IRICE). He is also Chairperson of the Commision of History of 
International Relations. His many publications and articles concern the history of international 
relations in the twentieth century and include “Penser historiquement les relations internationales” 
[A historical approach to international relations], Annuaire français des relations internationales, 
2003. He coordinated issues of the review Relations internationales, No. 115 and 116 (autumn and 
winter 2003) on the theme “Diplomacy and cultural transfer in the twentieth century”. 

Ilya V. Gaiduk (Russia), Ph.D., Senior Research Fellow, Institute of World History, Russian 
Academy of Sciences. Fellow in 2005-2006 at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for 
Scholars, Washington, DC. Formerly a fellow of the Norwegian Nobel Institute in Oslo (1995) and 
of the Kennan Institute for Advanced Russian Studies (2001-2002) in Washington, DC. Ilya 
Gaiduk’s main area of scholarly interest is Cold War history and Soviet foreign policy during the 
Cold War. The ongoing project deals with the study of Soviet policy on the United Nations during 
the Cold War era. It also involves an analysis of Soviet attitude towards United Nations specialized 
agencies, particularly, towards UNESCO and ECOSOC, at various periods of the Cold War. Ilya 
Gaiduk is the author of “The Great Confrontation: Europe and Islam through the Centuries” 
(Chicago: Ivan Dee, 2003), “Confronting Vietnam: Soviet Policy toward the Indochina Conflict, 
1954-1963” (Washington: Wilson Center Press; Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2003) and 
“The Soviet Union and the Vietnam War” (Chicago: Ivan Dee, 1996). He is a co-editor of a number 
of books on Cold War history published in Russia. 

Mohieddine Hadhri (Tunisia), Professor of international relations at the University of Tunis. He is 
Docteur d’Etat from the University of Paris I, Sorbonne (1983). Founder and Director of the Centre 
for Mediterranean and International Studies in Tunis (CETIMA), Mohieddine Hadhri is also a 
founding member of the “Société Internationale des Historiens de la Méditerranée” (SIHMED). He 
is an organizer of many seminars and colloquia on contemporary issues relating to the 
Mediterranean region and North-South relations. Professor Hadhri is the author of some fifty 
publications and articles concerning the Maghreb, the Mediterranean and the Arab World, in 
particular: “Dialogue de Civilisations en Méditerranée”, Tunis, ed. L’Or du Temps, 1997, 234 p.; 
“La Méditerranée et le Monde arabo-méditerranéen aux portes du XXIè Siècle : Choc de Cultures 
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ou Dialogue de Civilisations ?”, Tunis, Centre de Publication Universitaire, 2004, 245 p. and 
“L’Europe et le Monde arabe: Dix ans après Barcelone. 1995-2005”. Professor Hadhri’s ongoing 
research deals with various issues relating to the “New International Order in a Global World”. 

Akira Iriye (Japan) is Charles Warren Research Professor of History, Harvard University. 
Professor Iriye is a senior scholar in the field of the history of international relations. He is the 
author of numerous books dealing with international relations in general and with international 
organizations in particular, including Cultural Internationalism and World Power (1997) and Global 
Community: The Role of International Organizations in the Making of the Contemporary World 
(2002). He is working on a short history of the contemporary world that will stress the theme of 
dialogue or conflict among civilizations, and on a global history of the United States of America. 

José Paradiso (Argentina) is Director of the School of International Relations at the Salvador 
University (Buenos Aires) and Director of the Master’s Programme in Latin American Integration 
at Universidad de Tres de Febrero (Buenos Aires). He is Professor at the Buenos Aires campus of 
the University of Bologna. José Paradiso is a specialist in international relations, security and 
regional integration issues and the author of many publications on foreign policy, international 
relations and contemporary Latin American history and integration. 

Emma Rothschild (United Kingdom) is Director of the Centre for History and Economics and has 
been a Fellow of King’s College, Cambridge, United Kingdom, since 1988. Since 2004, she has 
been Visiting Professor of History at Harvard University. She has also taught at the Ecole des 
Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales in Paris. She is the chairperson of the Kennedy Memorial Trust 
and of the United Nations Foundation Board Executive Committee. She has written extensively on 
economic history and the history of economic thought. Economic Sentiments: Adam Smith, 
Condorcet and the Enlightenment was published in 2001 by Harvard University Press in English, 
and in Italian and Portuguese in 2003. 

Jean-François Sirinelli (France) is Professor of Contemporary History (Chair of twentieth-century 
political and cultural history) and Director of the History Centre at the Institute of Political Science 
of Paris (Science Po). He is Chairperson of the French Committee of Historical Sciences and co-
Director of the Revue historique. His most recent works are La culture de masse en France de la 
Belle Epoque à aujourd’hui [Mass culture in France from the Belle Epoque to the present] (Fayard, 
2002, edited jointly with Jean-Pierre Rioux) and Les Baby-boomers (Fayard, 2003). He has just 
published Comprendre le XXe siècle français [Understanding twentieth-century France] (Fayard). 

Glenda Sluga (Australia) is Associate Professor of History at the University of Sydney. She is 
currently working on an international history of the ideas of nation, race, and rights, which focuses 
on the formation of a new world order during the two decades after 1945 and the implementation of 
these ideas in the creation and organization of the United Nations and UNESCO. Her work is being 
funded by the Australian Research Council. She has developed her interest in these themes in a 
number of publications, including most recently The Problem of Trieste and the Italo-Yugoslav 
Border (SUNY, 2001) and The Nation, Psychology and International Politics, 1870-1919 (Palgrave 
Macmillan, forthcoming). She is also editing with Sunil Amrith a special issue of The Journal of 
World History devoted to new historical work on the United Nations. 

Romila Thapar (India) is Professor Emeritus at the Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. Her 
principal area of study is Ancient India. Romila Thapar is also known for her involvement in 
bringing historical knowledge to a wider public. Her major works are Asoka and the Decline of the 
Maurya, Ancient Indian Social History: Some Interpretations, Recent Perspectives of Early Indian 
History (editor), A History of India Volume One and Early India: From the Origins to AD 1300. 
She has taken a strong stance against communalism and the communalisation of history textbooks. 
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In 2003, she was the First Holder of the Kluge Chair in Countries and Cultures of the South at the 
Library of Congress, United States of America. 

Ibrahima Thioub (Senegal) is Professor of Modern and Contemporary History and Director of the 
Department of History at Cheikh Anta Diop University in Dakar. He is President of the West 
African Research Association (WARA). 

- Vice-Chairperson of the Executive Committee of the Association of African Historians, 
Editor-in-Chief of the journal Afrika Zamani; 

- Editor of the review Afrique et Histoire; 

- Co-Director of the Groupe d’études et de recherche sur l’exclusion et la marginalité au 
Sénégal (GERMES) [Study and research group on exclusion and marginality in 
Senegal], Cheikh Anta Diop University, Dakar. 

Current research: 

- Knowledge-control policies in the French West African colonies; 

- History of confinement in Senegal. 

He is the author of many publications, in particular in the fields of contemporary African history 
and of methodological issues in writing history in and about Africa. 

Thomas G. Weiss (United States of America) is Presidential Professor of Political Science at the 
City University of New York (CUNY), Graduate Center and Director of the Ralph Bunche Institute 
for International Studies, where he is co-director of the United Nations Intellectual History Project 
(UNIHP) and chair of the board of the Academic Council on the United Nations System. He was 
editor of Global Governance, Research Director of the International Commission on Intervention 
and State Sovereignty, Research Professor at Brown University’s Watson Institute for International 
Studies, Executive Director of the Academic Council on the United Nations System and of the 
International Peace Academy, a member of the United Nations secretariat and a consultant to 
several public and private agencies. He has written or edited some 35 books and numerous scholarly 
articles about multilateral approaches to international peace and security, humanitarian action, and 
sustainable development. 


