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We, the participants of the Forum of Young Reseansh representing associations of young
African researchers, universities and African regeanstitutes, government institutions and
African-based NGOs — came together on the@BDecember 2006 in Dakar, during the Fifth
Ordinary Session of UNESCO’s World Commission oa Hthics of Scientific Knowledge
and Technology (COMEST), to debate tBecial Responsibility of Researchersin Africa’,

Guided by the UNESCO Constitution, which requires UNES@(romote ‘the intellectual
and moral solidarity of mankind’ and to play a gogl role on the ethics of Science and
Technologies,

Witness to the factthat scientific and technological research is fundatal to development,
Certain that scientific and technological research hasuaial role to play in bringing Africa
out of poverty and enabling it to achieve the Mileum Development Goals,

Awar e that Africa has specific needs and expectatioms fscientific research, including the
eradication of recurrent diseases, hunger and ictmflas well as the preservation of
environmental and natural resources,

Acknowledging the limited contribution of the African continemd the production of
international scientific knowledge and to the etho€ science and technology,

Observing that scientific research is relegated to the Idwask of priorities in African
Member States, despite the large number of oppitigsravailable,

Noting the numerous challenges that face African reseasclin general, and young
researchers in particular,

Convinced that young researchers have a vital role to playthe development of the
continent,

Acknowledging the need to make research more visible and abdess development
professionals and the wider community,

Aware of the communication gap between researchers lagid African and international
peers, between researchers and leaders, and bewseamnchers and the community,

Noting the lack of synergy in research at the nationdd;regional and continental levels,

We undertake to:
Respect and promote ethical values in the field of research,

Use the knowledge we have acquired to serve the canttered promote its development,



Assume our very high level of responsibility towards alf bumanity, and in particular
towards the African people,

Work first and foremost on research topics that respdinectly to the needs of African
communities,

Operate in multidisciplinary and cross-disciplinary teartts enhance the efficiency and
effectiveness of research,

Establish and develop networks at the national, African and internatideakls, in particular
with the African diaspora, to share our experieko®wledge and skills,

Contribute to the mobilisation of financial and material resms, both at national and
international levels, for the development of reskar

Make our work more visible and accessible, notably dlgio scientific papers, exhibitions
and public conferences,

Meanwhile, we ask that:

African Member States,

Give greater recognition to the existence and competehéfrican expertise,

Take the results of endogenous research into accouttieéndecision-making process and
when devising development policies,

Implement real policies on research and allocate part of B®P in proportions close to
international standards in order to create accéptabrking conditions,

Create monitoring systems to ensure respect for ethi@aidards in the field of science and
technology,

Make good use of African human resources in the scieibgecreating conditions that will
allow large numbers of young African scientistoittie African research field to prevent the
‘brain drain’,

Encourage the mobility of young African researchers on thlantmnent in order to share
experiences on issues specific to Africa in thetexdrof globalization,

Encour age the patrticipation of young researchers in inteomati meetings;

The African Union and organisations for African integration,
Create ‘centres of excellence’ at the regional and canttal levels to facilitate coordination

of African scientific resources and encourage yougsgarchers to stay in Africa,



Create an exchange forum for African researchers to iflergriority orientations and
research themes which comply with the needs andatafons of African communities,
Create an enabling environment for discussion betweemgoAfrican researchers and those

in the rest of the world on scientific issues thia of interest to all of humanity.

Inter national institutions and development partners

Contribute to the creation of ‘centres of excellence’ foresttific and technological research
in Africa,

Increase their technical and financial support for reseactivities in Africa,

Help the process of popularisation and wider use ofékalts of research in Africa,

Assist in the process of ethics training of young redeanrs so that they can fully assume their
social responsibility,

Encour age regular scientific meetings for young African rasghers.

As young African researchers, we firmly believettA&ica has very rich potential that must
be used to its advantage. We therefore undertateckbe the many challenges the continent
is facing, particularly the scientific divide, inrder to give the African continent an
honourable status in the world. For this reasonamecommitted to working together through
innovative action, activities in the field and dise initiatives in our own countries, as well as
through our commitment to Pan-Africanism, our mation, energy, skills and our firm

commitment to bringing Africa out of its currenatd.

We, therefore, invite African Member States, polingkers, international agencies and
NGOs to work together and support these effortyder to achieve these goals of sustainable

development.



