










































































CHINESE
OPERA

(Cont’d from
page 20)

and miraculously miss each other every
time, the adversaries pant like two
blood-thirsty leopards, first making you
gasp and in the next moment roar
with laughter.

The laughter is released not from
comic facial contortions but springs out
of impossible situations, fantastic pos-
tures and the superb orchestration of
the actors who perform a breathtaking
and precise acrobatic ballet,

'The choreography which makes one’s
head spin in its complex patterns has
been evolved through hundreds of years
of tradition and training, has been
worked by ancient masters, perfected
and matured-through the ages. The
performances do not seem to have
been rehearsed in theatre halls at
scheduled times but through centuries,
through generations.

I do not know any theatre which
requires less knowledge .of the spoken
word than the Chinese opera. In
“The River” we vividly see the old
boatman tie his boat to the bank, walk
through the mud and help the young
girl to embark. The wobbling of the
boat and the swaying of the girl as the
boatman rows her across the deep
waters seem absolutely real.

Product of time’s crucible

N the butterfly dance the acrobatic
feats of the players form a pattern
of colours and singing lines of

human limbs, Women and men in
bright costumes jump and somersault
and look like butterflies skimming and
kissing each other in the air. In its
presentation this piece is nearer to the
Western concept of ballet.

The simplification of form in Chinese
opera does not arise out of a primitive
or naive folk quality but from a highly
evolved technique, the product of
centuries of strenuous search. This art
simmered and bubbled in the crucible
of time and in the process all super-
fluity has been shed. Its simplicity has
the conscious master’s hand behind it,
the craftsmanship of the super-painter
who with a few strokes of his brush
sketches a human figure, a scene of
battle or a running horse.

In the creation of new opera China
has borrowed much from the West.
“The White Haired Girl” and *“The
Butterflies” and the more recent operas
are a blend of Western realism with
native traditions, using harmonic music
patterns and symphonic orchestration
as a background to solo music.

China has much to offer Western
opera which today seems to be at a
sta_lemate so far as form is concerned.
This exchange of cultures is a unique
bhenomena of our times when coun-
tries like the members of one family
come together with their different
languages, songs, costumes and dances.
They have much to give and take from
each other and thereby enrich world
culture which is a heritage of all
humanity. (Photos Pic, Paris.)

Balwant Gargi is an Indian writer who has devoted
many years to a study of classical and folk drama
in India and the Far East.

Letters to the editor...

Sir,

I have been reading with interest
your issue No. 4/5 1954 concerning
Japan today. Your articles show
the high standard of progress that
country has made in such a very
short time and the interesting
fusion of western materialism with
Oriental philosophy that exists
there. I think it would be a pity
if, in the attempt to raise the
standards of the “backward” peo-
ples of the world, the Western
powers were to impose not only the
advantages of their standards upon
the less fortunate, but also the
disadvantages. It seems to me that
the article giving the view of
Japanese youth could be very well
taken to heart by the “Ijin” (for-
eigner). You list six points of
criticism of the Western way of life
by the Japanese youth and it
appears to me that they do in the
main strike 'well and truly home.
This would seem to be just cause
for us to stop and consider that
when we try and aid the Asians
and Africans to reach a higher
standard of living, we should do so
through their eyes, not just through
our own. We should remember
that what is ultimately desirable
for us may be quite despicable to
them. We should only help them
as far as we can when it is compat-
ible with their ideals, not with our
own. We can easily measure ma-
terial wealth but it is very difficult
for us to say that, just because we
are materially stronger than they
are, then we are also spiritually
stronger.

One example of the apparent
superiority of the outlook of those
we are supposed to be helping is
the strength of the family ties in
Japan. I venture to suggest that if
such ties were still in existence in
the Western World then such
undesirable features of our civili-
zation as the high divorce rates,
juvenile delinquency, and the
abandoned condition of many of
the aged would not exist to the
extent that they do today. Your
apology in the following issue
(No. 6, 1954, “The American Negro”)
for the racial and other discrimina-
tion that exists in the United
States, materially the richest of
nations in the world today, may be
quoted as an example of what we
should avoid.

I would also like to point out that
in your issue prior to the one
devoted to Japanese youth (No. 3,
1954, “Freedom of Information”)
you publish figures that show
Japanese-language daily newspaper
circulation as being second only to
English-language circulation. Sure-
ly this would indicate that there

would be a ready market for a
Japanese language edition of the
Courier, particularly since you state
in the following issue that the
Japanese in general are anxious to
learn about other peoples. Or is it
that your activities are restricted
to member countries? If so there
would appear to be little hope for a
universal understanding of each
other’s problems and ambitions if
only one half of the world is
allowed to see and hear those
problems and ambitions. Incident-
ally, I notice also that German-
language dailies have a greater
circulation than either French or
Spanish.

In the matter of explaining
ourselves to each other, I feel that
it is only by so doing that we can
prevent our leaders from leading
us into another dreadful slaughter
that is so wasteful of human life
and effort. Indeed, may I make
this a plea to UNEsco to try to
break down the barriers to such an
understanding that exist between
the political “East” and the political
“West”, and present to each the
true picture of what we are and
what we seek. Surely both sides
are subjected to such a barrage of
propaganda and half-truths that it
is only a very distorted and
emotional picture that exists at
present.

Certainly it can be sald that if
we cannot live together in peace
we shall die together in futile
strife and the slow and gradual
progress of centuries will be lost
for the average man. We have so
obviously reached the stage when
there is no advantage for either
side in pursuing their selfish ends
by force when both victors and

~vanquished are losers and the

common man becomes a slave
either to the politics of one side
or the economics of the other.
Each of the major wars of this
century has brought increasing
restrictions upon the freedom and
liberty of the private individual in
order to protect “States”. Surely
it is time that men grew up and
realized that States consist of the
individuals that reside therein
and although school-boys squabble,
grown men learn to tolerate each
other. -

D. Iarden.

Birkdale Road,
Birkenhead,
Auckland, N.5,
New Zealand,

EDITOR'S NOTE : Japan is a member
of Uxesco though not of the United
Nations. An experimental Japanese edition
of the Uxesco CoURIER in reduced form
has just bequn publicalion in conjunction
with the Uxgsco SiNpUN (Unesco News)
the organ of the Federation of Unesco
Associations in Japan.
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From the Unesco Newsroom

S EVENTY - FOURTH
STATE: Ethiopla has become
Unesco’s seventy-fourth mem-
ber state. On July 1, the Ethio-
pian Ambassador to the United
Kingdom deposited his govern-
ment’s acceptance of the Unesco
Constitution at a ceremony in
the Foreign Office in London,
where the Constitution is de-
posited.

« UNESCO ‘POCKET-
BOOK’: The Jirst Unesco
paper-bound pocket-size book
jor mass distribution was
published recently. The book
is the English version of
« Cultural Patterns and
Technical Change”, prepar-
ed by Unesco under the
editorial supervision of the
noted anthropologist, Mar-
garet Mead. It reports on
the traditional way of life in
the five ancient civilizations
of Greece, Burma, Nigeria,
the Palau Islands and among
the Spanish Americans of
New Mezxico. And it features
guiding principles on how to
introduce modern technical
improvements into such cul-
tures without causing new
social tensions. .

D[EN WITH MISSIONS :
Unesco recently sent out three
more experts on new technical
assistance missions,  Professor
Calamur Mahadevan, an Indian
geologist, is now in Brazil to
help survey mineral resources
in the Amazon Valley. He is
working with a U.N. Food and
Agriculture Organization team
aiding the Brazilian Govern-
ment to develop the Amazon
region. An Australian geologist,
Mr. E. J. Harrison, has gone
to help the Egyptian Govern-
ment in its search for under-
ground water resources in the
desert. A third expert on
mission is Mr. A, G. Dickson, a
British educator whom Unesco
is sending to head a Unesco
fundamental education team in
Iraq. Mr. Dickson’s mission
follows three years of work by
Iraqi educators and a Unesco
team in the Dujailah region,
where landless farmers have
been settled on newly-irrigated
land reclaimed from the desert.
The plan now is to establish
similar centres throughout Iraq
to train local leaders of fun
damental education. :

* PAYING FOR EDUCA-

Educators from all
parts of the world met
recently in  Geneva to
discuss one of education’s
greatest difficulties—h ow
to find the money to expand
existing oprogrammes and
create new ones where they
are urgently needed. The
occasion was the Eightleenth
Conference on Public Educa-
tion, convened joinily by
Unesco and the Interna-
tional Bureau of Education.
In previous yeurs delegates
have recommended action in
such Jields as compulsory
education, on the access of
women to education, and on
the training of teachers. For
this reason, this years
session was concerned pri-
marily with educational
Jinancing. Special studies
prepared by Unesco and the
1.B.E. were used as a basis
Jor discussions.

‘VORKS OF LEONAR-
DO: The Leonardo da Vinci
travelling exhibition prepared
by Unesco has now toured 23
countries. It is on show this
year from June to the end of
September at the historic Clos
Lucé in Amboise, France, once
a French royal domain, where
Leonardo spent the last years
of his life under the patronage
of King Francis I. The French
National Commission for Unes-
co, which is sponsoring the Am-
boise exhibit, has decided to
make it a yearly event. Each
summer the exhibition will re-
turn to the Clos Lucé, in the
heart of the ULoire country
which Leonardo loved so well.

* EAST-WEST EXCHAN-
GES : Historians and orien-
talists studied way to broad-
en the teaching of the hu-
manities when they met re-
cently at Unesco House in
Paris. They discussed how
to give greater attention to
Oriental  civilizations in
Western teaching, and also
how to improve the study of
European humanities in
Asian schools. Representa-
tives from the wmajor wuni-
versities of thirteen coun-
tries — Ceylon, Denmark,
Egypt, England, France,
Germany, India, Iran, Italy,
Japan, Mezxico, Pakistan and

the United Statés—attend-
ed the meeling.

THEATRE OF THE NA-
TIONS: Plans for the crea-
tion of an international thea-
tre in Paris are now within
sight of achievement. The idea
of setting up a theatre for re-
gular performances by various
national theatre groups has
been considered by the Inter-
national Theatre Institute for
a number of years. Following
two successful International
Festivals of Dramatic Art held
in Paris in 1954 and again this
year (see page 18), the Institute
has received the unanimous ap-
proval of its twenty-three
member nations, who met re-
cently in Dubrovnik, Yugosla-
via, for a Theatre of the Na-
tions to be established in Paris.
The French Government as well
as the Paris municipal autho-
rities will co-operate in the es-
tablishment of the theatre.

* AIRBORNE GEOGRAPHY
LESSONS : Primary school
pupils in Corbeil, near Paris
recently had their first aeri-
al geography lesson., With
the help of the French Air
Ministry and the Touring
Club de France they [lew
cver the Paris area in three
aircraft. Their teacher pre-
pared them in class bejore-
hand for the trip and each
pupil had a plan of the
Jlight. For the five pupils
who write the best account
of their airborne lesson, the
French Air Minisiry has
offered further flights this
summer.

DEFEND[NG HUMAN
RIGHTS: The first internation-
al authority with power to
overrule certain national gov-
ernments when human rights
are infringed has now been
created. Six countries, all mem-
bers of the Council of Europe,
have ratified the Council’'s “Eu-
ropean Convention on Human
Rights”, thereby agreeing to
Article 25 of the Convention on
the right to individual petition.
Henceforth, any person or
group who is a victim of per-
secution in Belgium, Denmark,
Iceland, Sweden and the Ger-
man Federal Republic can now
have his complaint investigated
and his rights and liberties res-

tored by the Council of Eur-
ope’s Human Rights Commis-
sion. This Commission will
eventually be replaced by a
European Supranational Court
of Human Rights.

C OUNTRY TEACHER
CLASSES : In Bogota, Colom-
bia, an ambitious programme to
train rural school teachers has
been launched under the direc-
tion of a graduate of Unesco’s
Regional Fundamental Educa-
tion Centre for Latin America,
located in Patzcuaro, Mexico.
Trainees in Colombia will spe-
cialize in nutrition, domestic
science, arts and crafts and in
teaching recreational activities.
Colombia’s Agricultural Credit
Union is donating houses to
forty families of workers who
will assist the training program-
me. Students were selected
from villages across the coun-
try, with the understanding
that they will teach in their
home towns on graduation.

* CERN’S FIRST STONE:
The foundation stone of the
headquarters of the Euro-
pean Organization for Nu-
clear Research (CERN) was
laid recently at Meyrin,
near Geneva. Among those
who attended the ceremony
were M. Max Petitpierre,
President of the Swiss Con-
Jederation, and Dr. Luther
Evans, Director-General of
Unesco. The idea of a Eur-
opean scientific laboratory
where scientists from differ-
ent nations could collabor-

ate in nuclear research
projects tco costly to be
carried out in individual

countries, was first broached
in 1949 and taken up by the
Unesco General Conference
in 1950. In 1951 plans for
the setling up of a European
organization were drawn up
by Unesco with the help of
experts from eight countries,
The Swiss Government pro-
vided the site for the labora-
tory, and last September
the agreement came into
Jorce signed by eight coun-
tries. All the research car-
ried out at Meyrin will be
Jundamentally scientific and
of a non-military character.
None of the work will be se-
cret. Il will provide scien-
tists with invaluable means
of investigaling the structure
o} matler.

Unesco’s National Distributors from whom
the English edition of THE COURIER can be
obtained are listed below, Other Unesco
distributors are listed in the Ffrench and
Spanish editions of THE COURIER,

*

Australia : Oxford University Press, 346,
Litele Collins Street, Melbourne.

Austria : Wilhelm Frick Yerlag, 27, Gra-
ben, Vienna 1,

Burma : Burma Educational Bookshop,
551-3 Merchant Street, P.O. Box 222,
Rangoon.

Canada :
Toronto.

Ceylon : Lake House Bookshop, The Asso-
ciated Newspapers of Ceylon, Ltd., P.O.
Box 244, Colombo I. Rs. 5.

Cyprus : M. E. Constantinides, P.O.B. 473,
Nicosia.

Denmark : Ejnar Munksgaard Ltd., 6 Nor-
regade, Copenhagen, K.

Egypt : La Renaissance d’Egypte, 9, Adly
Pasha Street, Cairo.

Ethiopia : International
P.O.B. 120, Addis-Ababa.
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University of Toronto Press,

Press Agency,

NATIONAL

Finland : Akateeminen Kirjakauppa, 2 Kes-
kuskatu, Helsinki.

Formosa : The World Book Company Ltd.,
99, Chung King South Rd, Section |,
Taipeh.

France : Sales Division, Unesco, 19, Avenue
Kléber, Paris- | 6¢.

Germany : Unesco Vertrieb fiir Deutsch-
land, R. Oldenbourg, Minchen.

Greece : Librairie H, Kauffman, 28, Rue
du Stade, Athens.

Hong Kong : Swindon Book Co,, 25 Nathan
Road, Kowloon.

India : Orient Longmans Ltd., Bombay, Cal-
cutta, Madras : sub-depots : Oxford Book
& Stationery Co., Scindia House, New
Delhi; Rajkama! Publications Ltd., Hima-
laya House, Bombay 7. Rs. 4.

Indonesia : G.C.T. van Dorp & Do. NV.,
Djalan Nusantara, 22, Djakarta.

Iran : lranian National Commission for
Unesco, Avenue du Musée, Teheran.
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Irag : McKenzie's Bookshop, Baghdad.

Israel : Blumstein's Bookstores Ltd., 35,
Allenby Road, P.O. Box 5154. Tel-Aviv.

Jamaica : Sangster’s Book Reom, 99, Har-
bour Street, Kingston; Knox Educational
Services, Spaldings.

Japan : Maruzen Co, Inc,, 6 Tori-Nichome,
Nihonbashi, Tokyo.

Jordan : ].l. Bahous and Co., Dar-ul-Kutub,
Salt Road, Amman.

Korea : Korean National Commission for
Unesco, Ministry of Education, Seoul.
Liberia : ), Momolu Kamara, 69, Front

and Gurley Streets, Monrovia.

Malayan Federation and Singapore :
Peter Chong and Co., P.O. Box {35,
Singapore.

Malta : Sapienza’s Library, 26, Kingsway,
Yalletta.

Netherlands : N VY. Martinus Nijhoff,
Lange Voorhout 9. The Hague.

New Zealand: Unesco Publications Centre
100, Hackthorne Rd., Christchurch.

Nigeria : C.M.S, Bookshop, P.O. Box |74,
Lagos,

Norway : A/S Bokhjornet, Stortingsplass, 7,
Oslo.

Pakistan : Ferozsons Ltd., Karachi, Lahore,
Peshawar. Rs. 3

Philippines : Philippine Education Co.,
Inc., 11 04 Castillejos, Quiapo, Manila. 3.00

Surinam : Radhakishun and Company Ltd.,
(Book Dept.), Watermolenstraat 36, Para-
maribo.

Sweden ¢ ABCE. Fritzes Kungl. Hove
bokhande, Fredsgatan 2, Stockholm |6,
Thailand : Suksapan Panit, Arkarn 9,
Rajdamnern Avenue, Bangkok. 20 ticals.
Union of South Africa : Van Schaik’s Book-

store, Ltd., P.O. Box 724, Pretoria.
United Kingdom : H.M. Stationery Office,
P.Q. Box 569, London S.E.l
U.S.A. : Unesco Publications Service, 475
5th Ave., New York |7, N.Y.

PARIS. IMPRIME EN FRANCE

Imp. GEORGES LANG,
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