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ANTIQUITIES/ LAW, 5749-1989*
Chapter One: Interpretation
Definitions and Interpretations
1. {a) In this Law -
"Antiquities Law" refers to the Antiquities Law, 5738-19781;

"site" refers to an antiquities site as it is defined in the
Antiquities Law;

"the Council" refers to the Council appointed in accordance with
paragraph 6;

"the Director" refers to the Director of the Council:
"the Law" refers to the Law resulting from this legislation;
"the Minister" re%ers to the Minister of Education and Culture.
(b) All other terminoiogy will have the connotation that they have in .
accordance with the Antiquities Law, unless they have been accorded
a different meaning in this Law.
Chapter Two: The Law and Its Foundations
Paragraph One: Establishment of the Authority and Its Functions
Establishment of the Authority
2. The Antiquities Authority is established as a result of this Law.
The Authority - Corporation
3. The Authority is a corporation.
|

The Authority - a State-controlled Body

4. The Authority is a State-controlled body as defined in paragraph 9(2) of
the State Comptroller Law, 5718-1958 [consolidated version]®.

Functions of the Authority

5. {a) The [primary] function of the Authority is 7o attend to all antiquities
affairs in Israel, including underwater ant_quities.

(b) The Authority may, with respect to the antiquities and sites, undertake
any activity to discharge its functions, including -
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(1) the uncovering and excavation of sites;
e (2) the preservation, restoration and development of sites;

: (3) the a@ministration, maintenance and operation of sites and their
) supervision;

_ (4) the preservation and restoration of antiquities;
fS) establishing supervision over archaeological excavations;

(6) the administration of the State's treasures of antiquities, their
supervision and control;

pae (7) set?ing:in_mgtian supervision with respect to offences under the
S _ Anthuities:Law1 4
(8) prepa;ing archaeological investigations and their advancement;

“{(9) the admimistration and maintenance of a scientific library of the

arqgg ' g;ga;_h@story of Israel anﬁwher;neighbogns; ot G SR

(10) ghi centralization, documentation and cataloguing of archaeological
ata; o

(11) the establishment and advancement of educational activities and
explanation in the field of archaeaclogy:

£

(12) the establishment of international, scientific contacts in the field
_ of archaeology.

{c) The administration, maintenance and operation of a site located within
the Poundariea of a supervised national park or national reserves shall
notwithstanding that which is stated in subsection (b)(3), form part of.
the National Parks Authority or the Natural Reserves Authority, this in
cooperation with the Authority, unless otherwise mutually agreed to.

For these purposes, "national park", "natural reserves", "National Parks
Authority" and "Natural Reserves Authority" are to understood in their
context under ghe National Parks, Natural Reserves and National Sites

Act, 5723-1963~.
Paragraph Two: The Authority Council

Thg Composition of the Council

6.-(a):§h§lAuth0rity shall have a Council comprised of sixteen members as
“ follows:
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(1) government representatives who are employees of the State =
(a) the Director General of the Ministry of Education and Culture;

(b) the Head of Cultural Administration in the Ministry of Educatidﬁ
and Culture;

(c) the Direcﬁor of Economic and Budgetary Administration in the
Ministry of Education and Culture;

(d) the officer-in-charge of budgets in the Ministry of Finance;
(e) the Accountant General;

53-3 :*‘i“ : (f)”ﬁheFDiﬁgtﬁor'of Planning in the Ministry of the Interibni

() the Director of the Planning and: Economics branch in ﬁhe
Ministry of Tourism; G

Lo (b) the representative of the Minister of Agriculture to be -
SGaphReen i ap ed"by the Minister of Agriculture. - b

(2) two representatives with archaeological background from two of the
institutions of higher learning detailed below, each from a
different institution, to be appointed after having had
consultations with the Minister:

] -

(a)‘the Hebrew University in Jerusalem;

(b) Tel-Aviv University;
() Haife University;
(d) Bar-Ilan University:

(e) the Ben Gurion University of the Negev.

(3} one member from among the members of the Israeli National Academy of
Sciences, to be appointed by the Minister after consultations with
the Academy, who will serve as the Council Chairman;

(4) the heads of two local municipalities to be appointed by the
Minister after consultations with the chairman of the local central
government, as well as the head of the regional council, to be
appointed by the Minister:

(5) the director of the museum that will display the antiquities to be
appointed by the Minister after consultations with the Chairman ofq
the Museums Council, in accordance with the Museums Act, 5743-1983";

(6) representatives from the Ministry of Religious Affairs to be
appointed by the Minister of Religious Affairs.
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(b) The government representative, mentioned in subsection (a)(l) (a) to
(g), may appoint an alternate who, like himself, is employed by the
1 State to participate in Council meetings. ]

(c) Any Council member who is not an employee of the State may appoint a
permanent alternate*in.the same manner as a Council member is appbinted.

(d) The Mlnlster may appclnt one of the Council members ta deputlze as the
Council Chairman.

Term of Qffice
7. (a) The term of office of .a Council member who is not a government

= : ; ‘representatzve.shall be for a period of four years: however, he may be
e R *reappolnte‘. ar'addltlonal terms of offlce : 5 T R )

‘Gb) ArCounc1l member whose term.of office has ended shall contlnue‘
another'member'in hls stead

-mifli-aﬁhiﬁeiinesiﬁbr th&é§3§b$g¢m§g§.ef a Council. Member

8. The following shall not be appointed as a Council member:

(1) anyone charged with a shameful offence or who has been incarcerated
prior to the passing of the period of limitation according to its
meaning in the Criminal Registration Act %nd the measure for the
benefit of repentant of fenders, 5741-1981-;

(2)- anyone who has a conflict of interest with respect to his business
affairs and his membership in the Council; however, there will not
be a conflict of interest where the actual appointment of an
individual to the Council comes as a result of his responsibility.

Reimbursement of Expenses
9. The Council Chairman, his deputy and any Council member shall not accept any
remuneration from the Authority for services rendered as part of their
duties in the Council; however, they may claim coverage for reasonable
expenses incurred as partrof their duties in the Council, in an amount
established by the Authority.
Expiration of a Term of Office

10. (a) A Council member who is not a government representative shall terminate
his term of office tgfthe appointed time if:

(1) a letter of resignaﬁion is tendered to the Council Chairman;

(2) any of the conditions cited in paragraph 8 are breached;
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(3) he is unable, on 4 consistent basis, to discharge his duty and the
Minister, after consultation with the Council Chairman, will remove
him from his position through written notification;

(4) he retires from the position for which he was appointed,

{(b) The Council Chairman shall provide to the Minister the letter of
resignation, as mentioned in subsection (a)(1), within 96 hours of
receiving [said letter]. The force of resignation ceases 48 hours after
handing over the letter of resignation to the Minister, except where the
Council member retracts his resignation in writing to the Minister.

{c) A Council membgr"@hq;ngppt a government representative, or a

- representative who is an ‘employee of the State who was appointed k

participate permanently in the sittings of the Council as mentioned in
subsection 6(b), and who is absent for an unjustifiable reason from four
consecutive Council meetings, may be removed from his position in the
Council by the:Minister after consultation with the Council Chairman, or. -
‘his appointment may be nullified, according to the circumstance, through -

oo rwritten notification.i

The Duty Rosters of the Council

11. (a) The Council shall establish for itself its own work routines and the
administration of its deliberations inasmuch as these have not been
established by this Law or pursuant to it.

E]

(b) The legal quorum for Council meetings is at least seven members. If
there was no legal quorum at the commencement of the meeting, the
Council Chairman may postpone the meeting by thirty minutes. After this
time has passed, the meeting shall be considered to be in session if
there are at least five participating members, the Council Chairman or

his deputy being counted among them.
Il

(c) Once the meeting has duly commenced in accordance with subsection (a),
the meeting shall duly continue with as many members as there are
present. = ’

(d) The Director, or whomever has been deputized in his place, may be
present at Council meetings.

Deliberation on a Given Subject

12. If the Minister or five Council members wish to table a certain topic, the
topic should be made part of the order paper for the next Council meeting.

Appointing a Subcommittee
13. The Council may appoint members to form a subcommittee, to establish a

Chairman as part of its authority, to lessen the authority to establish
general Council policy and the authority to approve its budget.
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Authority

memb Wa. a ¥ ‘

made. i
Council Duties and Authorities .
i i ties, sha =
15. The Council, without detracting from 1ts other du

ici thority in the area
(1) establish the general [operating] policies of the Au
e
of duties;

(2) approve the budget of the Authority;

i i the programs and
(3) follow up on the continuity of policy implementation, 8]
o o
] budgets of the Authority:

i i the Director.
(4) deliberate over the financial reports provided to it by
General Council Rules

Report

i loyees
Chapter Three: The Director of the Authority and Its Employ
The Director of the Aqthorityg

: o ; 3 Minister and with
. the advice of the
- 11 appoint, based on ity. The
15 1=l 2 Couigiilsg? thepgovernment, a Director gf the zgtzgit i SeDHEY
ghe an may, based on the advice of the Minister, app
ounci .
Director.

b h . .

The Authority of the Director

IR i the
; dministraticn of
: : the uninterrupted & 5
3 ] responSlble for . 5 f the Councll.
19. (a) Ehihgiii;?zrdzalings in accordance, with the decisions O
u
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(b) Subject to the directives [outlined] in this Law, as well as the :

decisions of the Council, the Director shall have all of the authority

necessary for the administration of the Authority, including the
authority to represent the Authority in any of its duties, to s1gn

agreements oT other documents in the name of the Authority.

(c) The directives in_thié Law do not detract_frcm.the authority and duties
granted to the Director by the Antiquities Law or any other enactment.

(d) The Director may, according to this Law, delegate some of his autho?ity
to an employee of the Authority and to authorize this employee to sign

- any document in the name.of the Authority.

sinting the Director

ointed for a period of -five ge@pg;@hgg
ficil, with the"'approval of the’ Minister:.
:‘the DiredtgﬁlEarTﬁniadditiqﬁ?ifﬁggmfgf :
£ the current term.. ; Bt e BN

(b) The term of the Direc%ér shall terminate ﬁith‘oﬁénakqtﬁéﬂﬁnﬁﬁbwfng?

(1) the Director resiéns through a letter that he presents to the
Minister through the agency of the Council;

(2) the Minister, after consultation with the Council gnd with the ‘
approval of the government, establishes that the Director cannot, in
a permanent manner, discharge his duties;

(3) the Minister, after consultation with the Council and wiFh the_ _
approval of the government, decides to remove him from his position
for reasons that shall be detailed.

The Employment of Workers
21. (a) the Authority may engage workers to implement its duties;

(b) the conditions of employment of Authority workers, remuneration, service

1lists and methods of selection for work shall be the seme as those of
government employees, with those changes that have been set by thg
Authority with the approval of the Minister and the Minister of Finance.

i

Terms of the Director's Employment

22 The remuneration for the Director and the terms of his emp%oyment shall be
set by the Minister with the approval of the Minister gf Finance.
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23. (a)

(b)

(c)

-fEinanéins'and'Capita;;fg 'f;i."

G (a)

T b)

The Appointment of Inspectors'

25. (a)

(b)
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Chapter Three: Budget and Finance

1

The Director shall prepare, at an interval set by the Council, a
budgetary proposal for the activities of the authority and shall present

it for approval to the Council.

The budget for the Authority shall be presented to the Minister and

requires the approval of both the Minister and the government.

The Minister of Finance may direct the Authority with any matter that
relates to thegpreparatinn,of the Authority's budget.

=

-t

The budget,Qf.:{e.Autgority shall be financed fraom the treasury of the —I:L:;
Sggte.'as.qél from revenue from fees and other payments to be paid S

to the Authority in accordance with the Antiquities Law. i
So that the Authority can discharge its duties, the Autherity max&%gﬁggﬁ;ﬂ;gf
donatlons and may 1likewise establish research funds. SRRy i e

Chapter Four: Supervision Authority

-

i .

The Couneil shall appoint inspectors from among Authority employees,
from among those who have been legally appointed as inspector or an
individual who has been appointed as an inspector through the force of
an enactment for the purpose of supervising the implementation of the

Antiquities Law. The appointment shall be in writing.

It is understood that the inspector shall have the authority to conduct
investigations concerning offences against the Antiquities Law. It is
understood that in using this authority =

(1) the inspector shall have the authority of a police officer in
accordance with paragrap 2 of the Criminal Code (Arrest and Search)

[New Version], 5729-1969 .

(2) the inspector may utilize all of the authority allocated to & police

officer at the rank of inspector in accordange with paragraph 2 of
the Order of Criminal Procedures (Testimony) ', and paragraph 3 of
the aforementioned Order shall be effective [ 1 registered’
as a result of this authority.

!



tt_\is web site, and is not

DISCLAIMER: As Member States provide national legislations, hyperlinks and explanatory notes (if any), UNESCO does not guarantee their accuracy, nor their up-dating on

liable for any incorrect information. COPYRIGHT: All rights reserved. This information may be used only for research, educational, legal and non-
commercial purposes, with acknowledgement of UNESCO Cultural Heritage Laws Database as the source (© UNESCO).

The Authority of the Inspector

26. (=a)

' o Dudes -77‘hicle o}
i n"hiect" includes any Ve
(b) Insofar as this chapter is concerned, "obje

L

i ume that the
ig upon which to ass " :
i tor have a probable basls k ; d to him, he
Should theuiizzeﬁgifto”operate under the authority assigne
matter red 2! : -
has the authority to -

(1)
(2)

~Version]y 9

_that an offence that wiolates the

stop any vehigle.énd conduct a searchj

t enter a
. however, he may no :
a d conduct a search; : d there is
s anxtpizzie:nas a place in which people live Pro;;iz W d
zFZZEEZEaQafEant From. en anthorizadccgur%krigitngzsgearch) [New .
S 2 P th iminal Code - , o
to a search conducted according to this clausei.

with respect

Antiquities Law wes Cgm.ll'tt;?;m"m” T
AntIOuCe - vich, A hEss =il iy
{t, and he may seize packing materia’ or 2 iﬁf.i?.t?ofin offence Tt
§ﬁégéméﬁﬁ”2ha§?béfeﬁtered as evidence in & tr : ‘

noted shoves R

" ‘ s 5 o I = e .-
seize any Q'E!—jectif' the inspector ‘has ﬂprﬂbable b_&SlS to as Sumi E_

e i, e X
L e R AT

conveyance. !

o i loyees, Assets,
Five: Transferring gmp
apes Privileges and Obligations -

Transferring Employees

2 ? . a Elllp oyees :)f the Sta (=} the eve (JE t;h.e com.mencement
N
t Who are employed on : :
( ) Of thi S Law in the Antiquities and Museums DEPaI tment in th.e M.ln-ls tr y Of
Educa tion a.n.d he Depal‘tmen L , SI !.E.ll be trans f err Ed
i ) Culture (hereafter £k : .
o] v Y y term Of service th.at are

(b)

i i in force.
not worse than those in effect prior to the Law being

e rred and those
The benefits of Authority employees that have been transfe

that tem f m 2 @] L',he S l;ate as mentioneti in
* ]
S ro thEiI' Work as emplo ye 5 -
ion ( a.) ] i WOTL k in
SUbSE(HZ Q ' h&.ll be C.O[].SlderEd as bene:E its t]:la-t stem f rom

i disbursement
5 : £ the Authority to

ding the entitlement O : lowed and
SEttlimEEEZtrz§Z§l bg transferred to its service shall be al
amounts :

is Law in an
will be set within one year of the commencement of this

i t.
agreement between the ' Authority and the gove?nmen
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Transferring of Assets

is Law
: i the commencement of this 1
State that were, prior to : | B %
2 Aiiiiiiiidtgi the Department,'shall be transferred to EhieAuiggzzgies,
:his aragraph, "assets of the State" refer to real gshathé B
entitiements aﬂd3vested interests of every mannen;iglg ndergne. V. L
antiquities and’sifés, Conditions of transfer sh e se
between the Authority and the government.

Chapter Six: Various Directives

i'Taxes

' Arth > Ha e Cwith
Siutog, The law of the Authority has the seme fcrie astZi? ;:gsogfggegiggizﬁgnt %
A R b A R -ance of taxes, the stamp:. , L€ L i
gzﬁﬁigguggizhierﬁLeesa.-érdperty taxes, levies:and other mandqtarylpaym 32

P
3

i Damage Liability

e, 8 i

.{%BOixThe.l&ﬁ of’ﬁhe'hﬁﬁﬁérftyfhas the same force as. the law-of the.

respect to the Law of Civil Damages (Ligbilities of the State),

s of the Authority
Rules Governing Council Members and Employee :

9.
(1) Knesset Elections Act [New Version], 5729-19697;

(2) State Service Act'(Glas§6fication of Party Activities and
Fundraising), 5719-1959 i

11,
(3) Public Service Act (Gratuities), 57&0-1979 : .
(4) Public Service Act (Restrictions at Retirement), 5729-19697;

(5) Penalties Act, 5757—197713‘- directives pertaining to public
employees;

14

(6) Testimonies Order [New Version], 5731-1971" ';
.15,
(7) Damages Order [New Version] 7;

:16 ly to
(b) The State Service Act (Discipline), 5723-1963 E?allezpzfythe State.
employees of the Authority as though they wezeciﬁiugzeis synonymous with
: ini f Education an
In this regard, the Minister ol : : - Bl
tge Ministgr wherever Minister 1s mentioned in thli Law’ragirector is
Director is synonymous with the Director General whereve
mentioned in this Law. '
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Implementation and Regulations

ultural Heritage Laws Da}at)as%as rEour UNESCO).
TR ﬁ;’a ;I i ff_:) 2

i d he may, after
32, The Minister is appointed to implement this Law an

T il, enact
consultation with the Director and the Counc
respect to implementation.

Amendments to the Antiquities Law
33. In the Antiquities Law -

(1) In paragraph 1 -

regulations with

i : quities" should come:
(a) after the dgfinition of "sites of antiqui

V ‘ : - s

Antiquities Authority Law, 5749-19‘_89- :

: ' ion" instead .
T gy "o . ho has a collection instead
(b) in the defimition of "collector" Tead "

of "who co ¥§Ct5“;

e Ay

- o . . . : t“; ]
(c) strike the definition of "the Departmen

Director of the Authority";

2 L 1 " " .

Minister";

: 1.
approval of the Minister and after consultation”;

n"

i n+he Director” read
i aph 15, instead of : :
) iﬁepigiiiugion read: "The Minister may authorize

the Minister" and at
the Director or any

i i ised in this
other employee of the Authority regarding the issue rai

paragraph" ;

i wihe Director" re
(5) in paragraph 18(a), in place of the Di

ad "the Minister oT an

(6) in paragraph 34(b), after "to tEe Minister" comes
to the Council of the Authority s

(7) in paragraph 36 -

read "from the Director";

"+o the Director and

ay decide
(b) in place of subsection (h) read: "(b) the appeal board may

1 . - h
+o accept an appeal, defer it or decide wit
decisions";

respect to any other

f T e P
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. Department” read
st : (1) in place of "the
i 42, in subsection (a){ . ~. read
o %ghpaiiiigggtgu and in subsection (c) after "E?e Ministe
: "aciording to the suggestion of the Authorl by™s

L

i i Director,
1 h bl in place of "in the Council" read “Wigﬁ.the :
o ;ztgazzzrgguncii of the Authority and w1th-the Council”™;

(11) after paragraph ke :ga&:
:;'Tt" d _ “Revenues Accruing to the Authority

ther revenues, with the exception af Fines, collected as =

S - h6a. Fees‘aﬁdéb

a res “this Law, shall be paid to t@e treagug? qf t@e_ :
Authéyh . ; ' A
1 enanent to the Eib o 1 Order | Sy
‘34. in - '73 6rderl7 — %;; ";nAhistorical site"
(1) in paragraph 2, in place of the definition i

read: |
nan historical site" - a site of antiquities as it fs understood in the
Antiquities Law, 5738-1978";

i Antiquities
i f "the Director of the int
in 8(1)(a)(2), in place O e
- ;zpiizzzzighre;d)gthe Director as understood in the Antig
Authority Law, 5749—1989“.

Observance of the Law

i W canna £ detrac £ from
S b . . N :
5 5 u .-lec t to paragr'aph ‘){ c ’ ' the dlrectlves in this La :
- the dir ctives in the National Parks M National Reserves aIld Natlonal Sites
e e

Act, 5723—1963.
Transition Directives

l i to the commencement
i i he Department prior .
ted as Director of © . : TS
i 2?yzﬁisa§zilzhall be considered as if @e wereaipiﬁgn;zi o e Gre Aok
i for a term of office as
according to the Act
came into force.
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(b) The government shall pass to the Authority all of the amounts budgeted
for in the Budget Act for the current fiscal year for those activities
of the Department whose implementation was passed to the Authority and
for which there has not been an expenditure until this Act came into
force. Until the end of the current fiscal year, the budget of the
activities of the Authority will be in accordance with the budget passed
to the Authority, as previously stated, with changes stemming from the
establishment of the Authority. In this case, "the current fiscal year”
refers to the fiscal year in which this Act comes into force.

Publication

--37. This Act will be published in Reshumot within 30 days of its acceptance.

Chaim Herzog Yitzhak Shamir Yitzhak Navon
President of the State Prime Minister Minister of Education and Culture
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