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Vernacular City Kota Tua:

Cultural Identity in Everyday Urban Heritage

Objectives

This is a mapping project with the vision to re-integrate the analysis of geographies, histories, and
heritages with the social and cultural life in the former colonial town. This project utilizes mapping as
a visual information tool to represent the networked relationships of community livelihoods and the
urban economy, with the intention of utilizing both the map and the mapping exercise as community
empowerment platforms as they continue to find ways to synergize daily activities with histories and
heritages in the midst urban development pressures.

Methodology

This project relies on community mapping approach, through which social, economic and cultural
experiences are spatially projected on the map. Although the map will represent standard
information such as population, general demography, problems and challenges, potentials, and
existing facilities, the map is also expected to spatially represent memories, narratives, and any
other information that communities find meaningful to their shared identity.

To compose the map, the research will rely on the following four approaches:

1. Examination of the area by mappers. Two mappers will be recruited and mobilized per
neighbourhood to walk into Kota Tua settlement areas and collect information through the
following strategies:

a. Observation on the designated settlement to produce a more detailed map of
problems, potentials, existing facilities, culturally meaningful sites, institutions,
centers of their economy, and nodes of social activities. Information will be
documented in field notes and photographs.

b. Interviews with representatives of the community in the form of documenting their
oral history and aspirations to the future.

c. Attention will be given to document existing relations and potential socio-economic
linkages with Kota Tua town centre.

d. There will still be one team to conduct cultural mapping of the town centre, with the
focus on the socio-cultural-economic relationship between the town centre and the
city of Jakarta as well as surrounding settlements.

2. Asimple survey will be designed to capture community socio-economic profile
qguantitatively. The survey will be distributed through local community leaders, who will be
approached individually by the mappers. The survey will result in detailed community
profiles, which will complement the census data.

3. Kelurahan data for Kota Tua areas

4. Using newspaper archives to explore of the history of the places in the selected
neighbourhoods (particularly Kompas newspaper).
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Facilitate focus group discussion with community members of the same RT (local district
representative) to identify problems and potentials together.

Identification of Kota Tua stakeholders and mapping of their social, cultural, economic, and
political relationships

Engage local non-governmental organizations to tap on their expertise and access to
communities and at the same time support their activities that are consistent with the

objectives of this project.

Figure 1. General Zoning of Kota Tua District into Inner and Outer Zones (Pergub 36/2014)
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Selected Communities

From a wide range of diverse communities in Kota Tua, this project focuses on three distinctive
communities that feature a combination of livelihoods, local economy, playfulness, gentrification
and green movement issues. This project also takes into account existing studies as well as the
Governor’s Decree (36/2014) on Kota Tua District Plan (Rencana Induk Kawasan Kota Tua), in which
Kota Tua is zoned into “inner” and “outer” zones. This mapping proposal consciously focus on the
outer zone that has not received comparable planning attention compared to the inner zone in spite
of the outer zone’s reality as an inseparable entity from inner Kota Tua. Cultural mapping, therefore,
is an important methodology to redefine Kota Tua as a multi-ethnic living quareter rather than
merely a tourist destination with colonial flavour. The mapping team will focus on selected
communities to focus on how the present social, economic, and cultural relationships define the
existence of the neighborhoods within Kota Tua, their relationships with the inner zone, and within
Jakarta as a whole.

There are three distinctive communities:

1. Petak Sembilan'
Petak Sembilan is located in Kelurahan Glodok. Petak Sembilan is famous for typical residential
Chinatown in Jakarta in the past, namely in the form of nine plots. Petak Sembilan market is one
element of the city and synergizing with the residential function. Petak Sembilan areas scattered
Chinese historic buildings that merged into the diversity of the community. Another interesting
element of the town for tourists are the Vihara Dharma Bhakti which has more than a century
old, Vihara Toasebio which is the oldest pagoda in the area, the Catholic church Santa Maria De
Fatima with the Chinese architecture, and shops that sell a range of goods as well as the Chinese
tradition “shinshe” (traditional Chinese physician).

2. Pekojan
Pekojan is located Kecamatan Tambora. Pekojan area in the Dutch colonial era defined as Arab
village in the 18th century, which at that time many migrants came from South Yemen.
Previously this area was inhabited by Indian Muslims. There are historical relics such as the
Masjid Al Anshor, Masjid An Nawier and Masjid Langgar Tinggi. But now, the majority of the
inhabitants of Pekojan are of Chinese descent. The tolerance lives of ethnic and religious are at
Pekojan. The inhabitants respect each other and rejoice in the celebration of the feast of a
certain religions or ethnics.

3. Kampung Luar Batang
Kampung Luar Batang is located in Kelurahan Penjaringan, the North Jakarta. This kampong is
the oldest settlement in Jakarta. This settlement has been known since hundreds of years ago, it
was built in the 1630s. There is an old mosque in Kampung Luar Batang, which is visited by many
visitors not only from various regions in Indonesia, but also from Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei
Darussalam.

! Special thanks to Diana Simon for her master’s thesis on Petak Sembilan, which has been very helpful in this
cultural mapping exercise.
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In addition to the three communities, the team will also conduct cultural mapping of the core zone,
particularly the Fatahillah area, with the focus on how this area connects with the surrounding
neighborhoods. Cultural mapping will also be conducted at Tongkol Dalam-Krapu-Lodan at the area
where the old city wall and warehouses are located”. Exact delineation of each mapped community
will be based on the result of cultural mapping, as the boundaries of social and cultural activities
may not be exactly similar to the formally defined zones.

? Cultural mapping of Tongkol Dalam-Krapu-Lodan is conducted in collaboration with JRMK and Universitas
Indonesia
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Final Report

Demographic Context of Kota Tua Jakarta
Jakarta’s Kota Tua is situated in several kelurahan that belong to at least three different kecamatan
in two different administrative cities.

Administrative Kecamatan Kelurahan Kampung
City
West Jakarta Tamansari Glodok Petak Sembilan
Pinangsia Kali Besar
Taman Fatahillah
Tambora Pekojan Galangan/Benteng
Roa Malaka Roa Malaka
Tambora Pekojan
North Jakarta Penjaringan Penjaringan Kampung Luar
Batang
Sunda Kelapa

Table 1. Administrative Cities, Kecamatan and Kelurahan of Kota Tua districts

The distribution of Jakarta Kota Tua into several different administrative areas, while reflects the
diversity of communities and cultures, is also a challenge for coordination to implement coherent
improvement interventions, if any.

Survey Participants

Besides collecting data from relevant kelurahan, this cultural mapping process also administered
surveys to each locality. The survey is meant to get more detailed and current information as the
contexts of the localities and the people that this study captures in the maps and narratives.
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Gender

Figure 2. Gender of respondents
The graph above shows that there are 134 total respondents with the following breakdown:

Petak Sembilan with total respondents of 30 persons, consisting of 20 male and 10 female.
Pekojan with total respondents of 30 persons, consisting of 19 male and 11 female.
Core Zone with total respondents of 30 persons, consisting of 25 male and 5 female.

a 0 T o

Tongkol-Krapu-Lodan with total respondents of 16 persons, consisting of 9 male and 7
female.

e. Kampung Luar Batang with total respondents of 28 persons, consisting of 15 male and 13
female.

From the data, the number of male respondents is significantly higher than female (66% and 34%
respectively). The male domination primarily take place in the Core Zone, which may indicate the
representatives of communities in Fatahillah Square that are mostly men. Although the gender skew
may not be ideal for the survey, this also indicates the reality on the ground that women'’s
participation in public spaces still need more encouragement. Comparably, in Petak Sembilan and
Pekojan there are significantly more men than women who filled out the survey. In these cases, the
response reflects the situation in which men were more comfortable in responding to survey
solicitation than women.
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Petak Sembilan Pekojan Core Zone Tongkol-Krapu- | Kampung Luar
Lodan Batang
m Male 66.67% 63.33% 83.33% 56.25% 53.57%
B Female 33.33% 36.67% 16.67% 43.75% 46.43%
Figure 3. Gender of respondents — Percentage
Age Group

Figure 4. Age of respondents

The graph above shows that there are more respondents above 35 years, with the most coming
from 36-45 years of age (28.3%), 46-55 years (22.3%) and > 56 years (18%).
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B Petak Sembilan 10.00% 16.67% 30.00% 16.67% 26.67%
® Pekojan 0.00% 6.67% 43.33% 23.33% 26.67%
= Core Zone 16.67% 13.33% 26.67% 33.33% 10.00%
m Tongkol-Krapu-Lodan | 50.00% 12.50% 6.25% 18.75% 12.50%
® Kampung Luar Batang |  21.43% 25.00% 25.00% 17.86% 10.71%

Figure 5. Age of respondents — Percentage

Education Level

Figure 6. Education of respondents

Most respondents (51%) have graduated from high school or its equivalent. The next is secondary
school (15%). The number of respondents with bachelor’s degree accounts for 13% of the total
number. This shows that in general the education level of respondents is good and conducive to
engage in communication and discussion.
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M Petak Sembilan 6.67% 10.00% 43.33% 6.67% 30.00% 3.33%
B Pekojan 16.67% 23.33% 40.00% 6.67% 13.33% 0.00%
m Core Zone 3.33% 16.67% 60.00% 13.33% 6.67% 0.00%
B Tongkol-Krapu-Lodan 25.00% 12.50% 56.25% 6.25% 0.00% 0.00%
B Kampung Luar Batang | 14.29% 10.71% 67.86% 0.00% 7.14% 0.00%

Figure 7. Education of respondents — Percentage

Professions

Figure 8. Profession of respondents

Most respondents (37%) work in their own small and medium enterprises (SMEs) or laborers (19%).
Most likely the education backgrounds contribute to their employment opportunities, as civil service
and white collar jobs usually require at least a bachelor’s degree. About 16% did not answer the
guestion, which may indicate that they are unemployed. The unemployment situation was
confirmed when the surveyor did in-depth interview with the respondent to ask about their daily
activities.
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70.00%
60.00%
50.00%
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M Petak Sembilan 20.00% 20.00% 13.33% 10.00% 20.00% 13.33% 3.33% 0.00%
M Pekojan 3.33% 6.67% 0.00% 0.00% 63.33% 0.00% 10.00% 16.67%
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Figure 9. Profession of respondents — Percentage
Length of Stay
45
40
35
30
25
20
15
10
5
0 than 51
more than
less than 5 years 6-20 years 21-35 years 36-50 years
years
H Petak Sembilan 2 7 8 7
M Pekojan 0 5 8 7
 Core Zone 7 10 4 3
B Tongkol-Krapu-Lodan 0 5 10 1 0
B Kampung Luar Batang 4 10 9 4
W Total 13 28 41 30 21

Figure 9. Length of stay
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Most respondents (53%) claimed to have stayed in the area between 21 to 35 years. About 17%
claimed to have stayed more than 51 years, and most of them were in Petak Sembilan and Pekojan.
These numbers reflect that the survey has also managed to capture residents who have resided for a
relatively long time; at least there are those who have been there during early independence years.
At Tongkol-Krapu-Lodan there was no respondent from more than 51 years, which is appropriate
since the kampung was only densified after independence, particularly during Jakarta’s development
boom in the 1970s, which reflect the majority of respondents from this area to have lived there

between 21-35 years.
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1 Core Zone 23.33% 33.33% 20.00% 13.33% 10.00%
M Tongkol-Krapu-Lodan 0.00% 31.25% 62.50% 6.25% 0.00%
® Kampung Luar Batang 14.29% 3.57% 35.71% 32.14% 14.29%

Figure 10. Length of stay — Percentage
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Participation in Events at Jakarta Kota Tua

Yes

46%
No

54%

Figure 11. Participation in Kota Tua cultural events

There are more respondents who do not participate in Kota Tua cultural events (54%) than those
who do. However, the responses from each area vary. Kampung Luar Batang has the most share of
those who do not participate. Those who do not participate has various reasons, from “too far” to
“no time”, but from the responses there is an indication that profession matters. Those who work in
their own small to medium enterprises (SMEs) or as laborers tend to not participate, and this may be
caused by their long working hours or non-negotiable shift-based work hours. Those who are most
likely to participate are those who have flexible weekends, including employees, civil servants and
students.
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Figure 12. Participation in Kota Tua cultural events — Percentage
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Land Use (Based on Spatial Plan 2030)
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I. Core Zone

Based on Gubernatorial Regulation of the Special Capital Region of Jakarta Number 36 Year 2014 on
the Base Plan of Kota Tua Area, Jakarta’s Kota Tua is divided into two control zones, namely within
and beyond the old city wall. The division is based on the historical significance of the urban
morphology and the colonial city boundary. The aim is to provide clarity of the limits of the area for
the development and control of Kota Tua Heritage Zone.

The area within the old wall is subjected to a zone control system that consists of the core zone and
the supporting zone, which includes Fatahillah, Kali Besar, Roa Malaka, Galangan/Tembok, Fish
Market Maritime Museum, and Sunda Kelapa.

Cultural mapping of the Core Zone focuses on Fatahillah Square and its surroundings. The activities
in the Core Zone are dominated by recreational visits by Jakarta residents and tourists — both
domestic and foreign ones. The result of observation by the mapping team shows that the presence
of Jakarta residents, especially those of lower middle class and below, is the most significant in the
public spaces such as Fatahillah Square and the streets. This is supported by relatively easy and
affordable public transportation access, which is by Transjakarta Bus or the commuter train.

I. 1. History

Jakarta started from the area that is now known as Sunda Kelapa. In the 16™ century, the location
was a small harbor under the rule of Pajajaran Kingdom. This harbor would later be developed as a
city that was named Jayakarta when it fell into the hands of Fatahillah’s army, which was the
combination of Demak and Cirebon sultanates. Jayakarta City, like other Islamic kingdoms’ cities in
Java, is a center that is marked by a square (alun-alun) with the palace (kraton) at its south, a
mosque at its west, market at its north and royal facilities at its east (Dewi, 2009).

Dutch VOC attached and destroyed Jayakarta City in 1619, which resulted in total eradication of the
settlement pattern that was built in 1527. VOC built a new city structure that was named Batavia,
following the urban pattern of Amsterdam with row houses and small windows like those in the cold
climate. VOC built a wall to surround the city. The unsuitable pattern and building typology with
Batavia’s tropical climate resulted in many deaths caused by epidemics. For that reason, the Dutch
moved Batavia City to Weltevreden (Lapangan Banteng and Monas area) in 1808, by disassembling
almost all buildings in Batavia to reuse the building materials to build Weltevreden. Batavia was
rebuilt in 1905, after being abandoned for approximately 100 years. In 1942, the Japanese managed
to seize power over Batavia from the Dutch and changed the name to Jakarta. The name of the
harbour was also changed from Batavia Harbour to Jakarta Harbour.

In recent developments, the area where the city was rebuilt in the colonial period is known as Kota
Tua, with the area within the VOC walls known as the Core Zone of Kota Tua. (Zona Inti Kota Tua).

1.2. Physical Characteristics
In the Fatahillah Area or Core Zone of Kota Tua, the location that becomes the primary attraction is
the space around Fatahillah Square and along Kali Besar.
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Physical characteristics of this area are as follows:

e Formal grid pattern and block design

e Block and building orientation towards main circulation route
e Big masses of buildings with arcades

e Zero setback from the street for streetwall buildings (GSB=0)
e The formal style of public open space design

e Colonial building style

Picture 1.1. Old buildings with colonial style in Kota Tua Jakarta
Source: Field Observation, 2015

1.3. Social Characteristics and Groups

The Core Zone of Kota Tua of Jakarta is a space of street artists and communities that generate
income from their activities. The presence of these street artists for at least the past 5 years has
played a role in the place-making of Fatahillah Square. According to John Friedmann’s article “Place
and Place-Making in Cities: A Global Perspective” (2010), the definition of a place encompasses
“both a physical/built environment at the neighbourhood scale and the subjective feelings its
inhabitants harbour towards each other as an emplaced community.” Place-making by the
population of the zone, art-culture communities, vendors and visitors have constructed the social
and cultural characteristics of the Core Zone as a place.
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Population

Figure I.2. Map of Core Zone Administration Area, Kota Tua Jakarta
Source: Gubernatorial Regulation of Jakarta No. 1/2014 on spatial planning and zonation

Most of Kota Tua Core Zone area, especially Fatahillah Square and its surroundings, are parts of
Kecamatan (district) Tamansari, Kelurahan (administrative area) Pinangsia with two RW
(community) areas: RW 6 and RW 7.

The number of population of Kelurahan Pinangsia is 4,547, which can be seen in Table I.1 on
Population based on Gender — Kelurahan Pinangsia. There are more men than women, although
the differenc e is not significant, based on the data from the Kelurahan office of Pinangsia.

2600
2425
2400 -
2200 - 2122
2000 -
1800 n T 1
Laki - Laki Perempuan
M Laki - Laki Perempuan

Table I.1: Population based on gender: Kelurahan Pinangsia
Source : Kelurahan Pinangsia, 2015

Based on Table 1.2 on Population based on Age in Kelurahan Pinangsia, the majority of population
are children (0-14 years) and those in their productive age (25-39 years), with the highest count
around 500 persons between 30 and 34 years of age. This age composition is comparable to
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Kelurahan Roa Malaka and Kelurahan Tambora, which also has some parts of the Core Zone. The
population majority of children and those in productive age shows dynamic economic growth.

600

500

400

300

200

100

0-45-9 10- 15- 20- 25- 30- 35- 40- 45- 50- 55- 60- 65- 70- >75
14 19 24 29 34 39 44 49 54 59 64 69 74

Table I.2: Population based on age: Kelurahan Pinangsia
Source: Kelurahan Pinangsia, 2015

Table 1.3 shows the professions of residents in Kelurahan Pinangsia, which is the context of the
Core Zone. The majority of population work as employees of private establishments (1,386
persons), which accounts for 33% of the population of Kelurahan Pinangsia. This composition is
also comparable with Roa Malaka and Tambora, the other two Kelurahans that share parts of the

Core Zone.
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Table I.3. Population based on professions: Kelurahan Pinangsia
Source: Kelurahan Pinangsia, 2015
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Survey Results
The survey is administered to 30 respondents who live in the Core Zone.

= Male

Female

Figure 1.4. Gender of Respondents Figure 1.5. Age of Respondents

There are significantly more male respondents than women, and most of the respondents aged
between 40-50 years. This is consistent with the profession of the respondents, who are mostly
entrepreneurs/SMEs. This includes the artists in Core Zone communities as well as local
establishments. The low proportion of women as respondents also reflects that women’s
participation in public spaces and core zone activities need to be supported.

Figure 1.6. Length of Stay Figure 1.7. Education Level

The charts above show that 34% of respondents have been staying for 6-20 years, 20% of
respondents have lived for 21-35 years and 23% of respondents have lived for less than five years.
The chart on education level reflects that most respondents (60%) hold high school degrees and 13%
hold diplomas, while bachelor’s degree holders only constitute 7% of respondents.
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Figure 1.8. Activities that consume the most time Figure 1.9. Professions

Most respondents are working, which is clearly shown in the graph that 83% of them are working,
while 14% are both working and taking care of the household. Respondents who work and take care
of the household are generally women. The respondent profession in general is SMEs, followed by
labor and employee. Twenty percent of respondents did not answer questions about the profession.
This is different from the kelurahan data that shows most of residents in the Core Zone are working
as employees (in private companies). The reason for the difference is the timing when the survey
was administered, which was mostly during working hours and weekends. For those who have
businesses at home, they will be more likely to stay home.

= Private toilet

Public toilet

Figure 1.10. Drinking Water Source Figure 1.11. Toilet Use

Only a small proportion of the respondents rely on piped water (PDAM) for their drinking water
source. The majority (67%) buy bottled water, which indicates substantial price of water that they
need to fork out.

From the graph above it is known that the majority of respondents (67%) buy bottled water as a
source of drinking water. This shows that their expenditure has been for the purchase of bottled
water. The survey also shows that 30% of the respondents are still using shared toilets, while 70% of
respondents have had their own toilet.
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Figure 1.12. Building Ownership Figure 1.13. Land Ownership

The majority of respondents (63%) have their own building (house), but 63% of the respondents did
not explain the status of their land ownership. Only 17% of the respondents answered that their
land ownership status is HGB (Hak Guna Bangunan/Building Use Permit) and 20% of the respondents
answered other status.

43%

m Yes

No

Figure 1.14. Participation in Cultural Activities

Most respondents (57%) participate in cultural activities in Kota Tua. The reasonably high
participation may be because of their proximity to Fatahillah Square, compared to other areas
studied for this cultural mapping.

Communities

In Kota Tua’s Core Zone, there are at least 21 communities or groups that are connected in POKJA
(Kelompok Kerja / Working Group), with both day and evening activities. The criteria for
communities to be able to join the POKJA is the minimum operational activities in Kota Tua for the
past three years. Some communities in the POKJA are onthel bicycles, Stone Man, Pencak Silat,
Pramuka, Marawis, Tanjidor, Marching Band, Mules.
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1. Stone Man / Manusia Batu
Stone Man or manusia batu is the art of mimicking statue-like postures, which attracts
attention especially of visitors who are interested to take pictures together. Manusia Batu in
Kota Tua Jakarta first came about in 2011, pioneered by Bapak Idris. In April 2013, manusia
batu community was formed with 10 members with the understanding that there would not
be new members. The members of this community is dominated by persons from outside
Jakarta. They usually reside in Jakarta by renting a boarding room near Kota Tua. There is no
tariff that is designated to take pictures with manusia batu. Visitors contribute voluntarily.
The Stone Man community features two large themes, the first being the colonial theme
such as European ladies and colonial soldiers, and the second is the theme of national
heroes such as General Soedirman and other fighters.

2. Onthel Bicycles / Sepeda Onthel

Members of Onthel Community have generally been around in Kota Tua longer than other
communities. Onthel bicycle community in Kota Tua was established since 2002 with the
name “Paguyuban Wisata Sepeda Onthel Kota Tua Jakarta” (The Association of Onthel
Bicycles of Kota Tua Jakarta). In the beginning, it was a community to provide a platform for
bicycle service providers who operated around the Jakarta Kota train station. This
community has a tourism program named “Wisata Sepeda Onthel Kota Tua Jakarta” (Onthel
Bicycle Tourism of Kota Tua Jakarta). In 2008 onthel bicycle rental started and are centered
around Fatahillah Square. The rental rate for onthel bicycles is relatively affordable, which
currently ranges between Rp 15,000 and Rp 20,000 for 30 minutes or Rp 30,000 per hour.

This community is using Jasa Raharja insurance service for the users or tourists. There are
currently several tourist packages offered by onthel bicycles:

Onthel Tourist Packag