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Education unionists worldwide unite 
for quality public education 

 
 
On 4 October, on the eve of World Teachers’ Day, representatives of 
Education International (EI), its affiliates, and international and civil society 
organisations, will gather at the UNESCO Headquarters in Paris, France to 
mark the launch of EI’s Global Year of Action, “Unite for Quality Education: 
Better Education for a Better World” by VIP guests. A simultaneous launch 
event will take place at the UN headquarters in New York. 
 
Journalists are invited to a VIP briefing prior to the Paris Launch with the following 
persons: 
 
• Princess Firyal of Jordan  
• Ms Irina Bokova, UNESCO Director General  
• Ms Gretchen Kalonji, UNESCO Assistant Director General, Science 
• Mr Qian Tang, UNESCO Assistant Director General, Education  
• Ms Pauline Rose, UNESCO Director, Education for All (EFA) Global Monitoring Report 
• Mr David Atchoarena, UNESCO Director, Division for Teacher Development and 

Higher Education 
• Ms Monique Fouilhoux, Chairperson, Global Campaign for Education (GCE)  
• Mr Andreas Schleicher, Director, Education Department, Organisation for Economic 

Cooperation and Development (OECD)  
• Mr Olivier Liang, Education Sector Specialist, International Labour Organisation (ILO)  
• Mr David Archer, Head of Programme Development, Action Aid  
• Mr Fred van Leeuwen, EI General Secretary 
• Ms Haldis Holst, EI Deputy General Secretary 
• Mr John Bangs, EI Special Consultant 
• Mr Hugues Moussy, Senior Education Specialist, Global Partnership for Education 

(GPE)  
• Ms Pauline Greaves, Head of Education, Commonwealth Secretariat  
• Ms Christine Blower, General Secretary, NUT/UK  
• Mr Hugh McLean, Director, Education Support Programme, Open Societies 

Foundations (OSF)  
 
This VIP Briefing will be held on: Friday, 4 October between 9.00-10.00 in 
Room V, UNESCO Headquarters, 125, avenue de Suffren 75007 Paris 
 
Later in the morning of 4th October UNESCO will hold its celebration of the 2013 
World Teachers’ Day, under the theme “A call for teachers”.  
 
This event will begin with a keynote presentation, “Teachers for 2015 and beyond”, 
by Ms Pauline Rose, Director of the EFA Global Monitoring Report, and a panel 
discussion will follow around the topic “Teachers and global citizenship: Innovation in 
Pedagogy and Competences for Teachers”. 
 
At 3pm Paris time, EI’S Global Year of Action, “Unite for Quality Education: Better 
Education for a Better World”, will be launched by UNESCO Director-General Ms Irina 
Bokova and EI General Secretary Mr Fred van Leeuwen.  
 
In addition, www.unite4education.org will be unveiled and there will be a preview of 
the EI documentary, “A Day in the Life of a Teacher”. 
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This will be followed by a Global Teachers’ Forum which will analyse the major 
barriers to better quality education for a better world. Commitments will be sought 
from the EI member organisation leaders and participants on their commitments and 
plans for the forthcoming year of action. 
 
“We are thrilled to be launching our one-year campaign, Unite for Quality Education,” 
said Mr van Leeuwen. “The settings for the joint launch events - the UNESCO HQ in 
Paris and the UNICEF HQ in New York – could not be more appropriate. And it is 
fitting that we launch it on the eve of World Teachers’ Day, two years before the 
deadline for achieving the Millennium Development Goals and Education for All. 
Quality education is, will, and must stay high on the global development agenda.” 
 
He added that “the energy and activities of EI affiliates, inter-governmental bodies, 
and civil societies will ensure the success of this campaign. Unite for Quality 
Education is aimed at reminding the world of the importance of quality teachers, 
quality learning and teaching environment, and quality learning and teaching tools 
for a bright and sustainable future for all societies.” 
 
 
 
Media Contact: 
Ms Claude Carroué, EI Communications Officer, via email claude.carroue@ei-ie.org, 
or mobile phone +32 476 377 544. 
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