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1.1 Background

Environmental education and awareness is important at all levels and needs to start early in
order to make an impact on the consciousness of the individual. In drylands especially,
educational programmes which define a pedagogical method to raise environmental
awareness among pupils and to help them learn about sustain able development is one of
the major instruments to empower these pupils and the population to combat desertification
and support biodiversity and environmental conservation.

UNESCO, in close collaboration with the UNCCD Secretariat, has produced an Education
Kit on Combating Desertification which was successfully launched on the occasion of
UNCCD COP-5 in Geneva (Switzerland, 2001). The education kit targets primary schools of
desertification-affected countries and is based on real life situations in desertification-affected
States Parties worldwide. National Focal Points for the UNCCD, as well as NGOs working in
the field of combating desertification, had been invited to submit case studies highlighting the
causes and consequences of desertification, but also successful means of combating
desertification and mitigating the effects of drought. The kit contains a series of twelve case
studies which have been published in textbook form for school teachers. Moreover, the kit
comes with a teacher’'s guide to the problems of desertification and drought, as well as
information on the UNCCD, and offers various solutions for combating land degradation. A
wall chart for usage in class-rooms entitled “Desertification in the World” complements the Kit.
The kit also contains a cartoon for children; although desertification is a very serious matter,
the cartoons suggest in a playful manner several means of overcoming desertification.

UNESCO's Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme also developed teaching resource
kits for environmental education designed to be used in dryland countries. The kit was a
UNESCO contribution to the 2006 International Year of Deserts and Desertification. The Kit
also feeds into activities developed as part of the Decade of Education for Sustainable
Development (2005-2014), the promotion of which falls within UNESCO'’s fields of
competence. It is intended for primary and secondary school teachers worldwide and are
based on an innovative approach appealing to the creativity and artistic sensibilities of pupils.
As educational material, the kits use a creative approach to awaken environmental
knowledge through creative and thought-stimulating activities that encourage rediscovery
and appreciation of the natural environment and biodiversity. Another important dimension of
this approach is to bring in the very notion of sustainable development through the
application of creative activities: in real-life situations and through specific exercises like
creating illustrative inventories, role playing, scenario building, achieving frescoes, gardening,
pupils learn to think of people as playing an integral part of the ecosystem and develop their
capacity to think critically about the impact of human activities on the environment. As such,
the kits are consistent with the activities developed as part of the Decade of Education for
Sustainable Development (2005-2014) of which UNESCO is lead agency and feed in with
the vision of education developed by the Education Sector Paper as it specifies that
“pursuing sustainable development through education requires educators and learners to
reflect critically on their own communities; identify non-viable elements in their lives; and
explore tensions among conflicting values and goals. ESD brings a new motivation to



learning as pupils become empowered to develop and evaluate alternative visions of a
sustainable future and to work to collectively fulfill these visions.”

http://lunesdoc.unesco.org/images/0018/001808/180820a.pdf

1.2 Main objectives

e Tointroduce the Educational Resource kit for teachers, policy-makers, experts and
advisors in the field of education and Natural resources Conservation so as to reinforce
Environment Education in their countries

e To support governments, communities and schools to develop capacity to promote
environmentally sensible and sustainable solutions which will improve learning
environments for children, while taking the ownership of maintaining the natural
resources and restoring local environmental conditions.

o To develop guidelines for the conduct of national workshops on Environment Education

e To develop guidelines for formulation of National Action Plans

To create new synergy among educators, teachers, curriculum developers, experts and
environmental specialists.

1.3 Structure and themes
This meeting was planned to be as interactive as possible: participants are strongly
encouraged to exchange views; lesson learnt and identify case studies and best practice
pertaining to the workshop themes. It is expected that after the end of the meeting, each
participating country through its National Commission for UNESCO will designate a national
committee from different disciplines whose responsibility will be to develop plans and
strategies guaranteeing the successful promotion of Environment education in the country,
and to ensure the participation of all concerned ministries and civil sectors of society,
including voluntary organizations and the private sector. The committee also is expected to
encourage the UNESCO Associated Schools Project Network (ASPnet) in the country to take
part in the experimentation of the Educational Kit.

1.4  Profile of participants

The participants of the meeting were focal points and/or experts of the UNESCO Associated
Schools Project Network (ASPnet), (See Annex 1, for List of Participants)

1.5 Expected Results

e Assess the current situation of the Environment Education of participating countries

¢ Promote a consensus on approaches and principles in implementing Environment
Education activities

¢ Identify sustainable solutions for challenges in Environment Education by exchanging
experience of best practice between the countries

« Enhance knowledge on the management of natural resources in dryland countries


http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0018/001808/180820a.pdf�

2.1 Speech, Documentary Film on the Arabian Desert & overview on Meeting Objectives

Dr. Mohamed Al-Aawah, Ecology & Earth Sciences Programme Specialist at UNESCO
Office in Cairo, welcomed the guests on behalf of UNESCO Office in Cairo, with his opening
address in which he indicated that Environment Education is the main pillar for good
Education and that the Environment Education expanded its goals to include social and
economic equity and to promote this wide definition of Environment Education the UN
launched the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (2005-2014). He also
mentioned that Environment Education activities should work toward raising the awareness
among students and youth for the conservation of their natural resources and protection of
the environment.

The opening speech was followed by a documentary film on the Arabian Desert produced by
ACSAD in collaboration with UNESCO Cairo Office and UNEP. At the end of the opening
session the participants briefed on the purpose of the meeting which emphasize the need to

Identify sustainable solutions for challenges in Environment Education in the Arab Region.

2.2 Experts presentations

2.2.1 UNESCO Environment Educational Kits (Mohamed Al-Aawah- UNESCO Cairo Office)

Dr. Al-Aawah introduced the Environmental Educational kits produced by UNESCO, both the
Desertification Kit and Dryland kit to the participants by highlighting the content of the kits and
a brief description of each chapter/ unit of the kits. He also explained the educational
objectives behind each kit. He stressed that the kits are consistent with the activities
developed as part of the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development of which
UNESCO is lead agency .He indicated that the best way to promote awareness for
environmental issues and promote environmentally responsible behaviors is through
increased access to environmental education.

2.2.2 Environment Education and water resources in dry land and desert areas (Mustafa El-
Hakim- Egypt)

Dr. El-hakim in his presentation indicated that the Arab world is rich with various natural
resources such as water resources, biodiversity and deserts. He mentioned that these
resources are the secret of life, but unfortunately they are deteriorating due to their current
unfair exploitation which negatively affects their sustainability. He added that Increase
awareness with information about groundwater, wetlands, swamps, lakes and river basins,
as they are an important and necessary requirement to manage water resources in a
sustainable manner, with a focus on conducting more researches on the development of
local crops that are tolerant to drought and salinity.



2.3 Working Group (Session 1)
The patrticipants were divided into two working groups. Each group quickly examined the
contents of one box and provided some suggestions of its content as follow:

A) The Cartoons Story

e Reading stories can build wide range of information and accumulate some ideas
about the phenomenal and how to eliminate its effects over our lives in real story or
even imaginary stories can create a generation with special interest in better
environment.

e Looking for the information is a good way of active learning.

e Using local names helps the kid to live the character and act like it.

e Formulate the kind of kids thinking and expose them to the different scenarios and
different options to solve the consequences of the desertification over their
communities.

e The kit should include several booklets targeting different age groups and visual
materials such as video or theatric play.

¢ Lots of information is concentrated in the story. It needed to be friendlier oriented.

B) The Poster:

e The Poster shows that almost all the world is suffering with different degrees from
desertification.

e Using Cartoons might have better effects and strong influence on the kids.

e The pictures on the top of the posters don't show any human beings which
indicates that manhood is far from the (Cause- Results and consequences)
relationship.

¢ The (Before & After) pictures might have deeper effects and show how much
mankind can make a difference.

e |t was preferable to put some definitions on the poster to explain in a simple way
some basic wording.

3.1 Experts Presentations
3.1.1 Analysis of Sudanese School Curricula on Environment and Desertification in Light of
UNESCO Environmental Education Curricula Guides (Altayeb Ahmed —Sudan)

Dr. Eltayeb in his presentation indicated that Sudanese School Curricula on Environment and
Desertification include six curricula in basic schools (which comprise eight years) and three
curricula in secondary schools (which comprise three years). All of these contain material
connected to the environment to varying degrees. He added that analysis of these curricula
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reveals that almost all of them can classified within education about the environment with very
little emphasis on education for or in the environment. He then elaborated by saying that they
are largely theoretical curricular and lack educational processes outside the classroom and
direct contact with the environment. Except for lectures and a few visits and field trips, other
teaching methods find little chance of application. Desertification- the most important
environmental problem in Sudan- gets little attention.

Concerning contents and characteristics recommended by UNESCO, only awareness raising
and behavior and attitudes are sparingly touched upon. UNESCO EE kits are not made use of.
Teachers are not well-trained to deal with environmental issues and lack the personal
commitment needed to tackle such issues

3.1.2 Environmental School and Green Economy (Amin Al-hamadi- Yemen)

Mr. Al-Hamadi in his presentation indicated that schools in the region should promote a more
sustainable environment, by encouraging healthier food, proper waste management, and
better use of their resources. He added that schools should establish a green environment
for the students to experience and to take along with them outside the school premises. He
went on to explain the objective of establishing a green environment schools and the pre
condition for establishing such school.

3.1.3 Ms. Narmain Wafa of the League of Arab State briefed the participant on the LAS
activities with regard to Environmental Education. She stressed on the necessity of co-
operation between the UNESCO national committees and the environmental conventions
focal points on the national level such as UNCCD, UNCBD, UNFCCC and all other
conventions and encourages them to participate in the international relevant conferences
and meetings such as the UNCCD meeting in Korea on October 2011. She also mentioned
the importance of co-ordination with GEF and Global Mechanism to benefit from their
experience in the Green Schools within the Green Economy matrix.

Working Group (Session 2)

The working groups also provided suggestions on activities and ways on how to introduce the
kits to students and pupils and to encourage them to participate in the conservation of their
natural resources through Environment Education and awareness raising.

Plenary Session (working group presentations& discussions)

During the plenary session discussions, the participants agreed addressing the working group
suggestions to four actors: UNESCO, Governments, National comities and Schools. It can be
summarized in the following table as follows:



Levels of To whom Future Vision
Co- Suggestions should be
operation addressed
Regional | - Establish web-site to act as a UNESCO - Create a scientific and
lively platform that can be used applied platform for Future
by the national committees to vision
explore their successful models.
- Conduct rotating meetings for - Declare Regional Action Plan
national commissions to identify with firmed time table
the priorities and consequently
set shared action plans for
environmental education.
- Support the Exchange of visits
among countries to benefit from
the success stories ( Kuwait
model)
National - Support the National Governments | - Strengthen the basis of
committees through: effective partnership between
e Encourage all kinds of the national commissions and
co-operation with all UNESCO. That will give a
stakeholders. good model to the successful
e Create innovative ways relation between the national
to activate the general and international
Assembly of the organizations.
committees.
e Training opportunities for
national, local
cooperators, teachers
and students who belong
to the associated
schools.
e Provide technical and
financial support to the
national committees in
order to implement
environmental culture
projects.
- Encourage the national - National - Set the harmonization in
committees to widen the circle committees ideas and practices among the

of partners and stakeholders
relevant to cultural environment
issues.

- Encourage the national
committees to support schools
and provide them with the tools,
booklets and all the educational

international, regional and
national trends in the field of
cultural environment.

- Increase No. of people who
have work/interest in cultural
environment




kits.

- Follow up visits to associated
schools to assure the progress
and the accomplished
advancement. Meanwhile,
sharing in the school activities.

- Set year plan for associated
schools including scientific and
culture activities.

- Mark and celebrate a National
Open Day for associated
schools.

- Conduct training workshops for
teachers to develop their
capacities.

- Distribute all the educational
kit on all the associated schools
and all relevant institutions.

- Reach to a better
environmental status on the
national level.

Schools

- Conduct training workshops for
the local coordinators and
provide them with all the kits
and necessarily tools.

- The necessity of co-operation
with the national coordinator at
the national committee to apply
the education Kkit.

- Schools

- Effective communication on
the school and local
community level for better co-
operation and co-ordination.

- Harmonization in the outputs
of the national plans.

- Prepare monitoring and

Evaluation reports with an open
are for the feed-back and filling
gaps and better future planning.




3.4 The way ahead and Recommendation

Recommendations and Future perspective on Environment Education for the Arab Region :

1.

2.

UNESCO coordinates with the Arab League to promote for the establishment of regional
strategy on Environment Education.

Initiate communication and coordination of efforts among ministry of Education, Ministry
of Environment, education institutions, nonprofit organization and private sector, to
promote for Environment Education

UNESCO National Commission Coordinate and Cooperate with the environmental
conventions focal points on the national level such as Focal points for UNCCD, UNCBD,
UNFCCC and all other conventions to enhance Environment Education activities on
national level.

Encourage the UNESCO Associated Schools Project Network (ASPnet) coordinator to
benefit from GEF experience in the Green Schools within the Green Economy matrix.
Involve UNESCO Biosphere Reserves for promoting Environment Education activities in
the region.

Endorse the Eco- Schools and the Green School models within the community and
school systems.

Strengthen co-operation with the Arab Scots Organizations, educational focal points and
other stake holders to facilitate training trips to schools and universities and advocate to
voluntarism and increase awareness on Environmental Education.

Conduct training workshops for teachers to develop their capacities on innovative
environmental education and to identify and support opportunities to engage students in
environmental action projects.

Strengthen co-operation with the Green Wave Initiative among schools that applies to
Biodiversity Convention.



4.1 Agenda

First Day (April 26,20011)

9:30-10:00 Registration
10:00 -10:45 Opening Session
e UAE National Commission
¢ UNESCO Regional Office-Cairo
o A documentary Film On the Arabian Desert
10:45-11:00 Coffee Break
11:00-1:30 Presentations Session
11:00-11:45 ¢ Introducing the Educational Kits
Mohamed Al-Aawah- UNESCO Cairo Office
11:45-12:30 e Environment Education and water resources in dry land and desert
areas
Mustafa El-Hakim- Egypt
12:30-1:00 e Discussions
1:00-2:00 Lunch
2:00-4:00 Working Group Session 1
2:00- 4:00 e Working groups each quickly examine the contents of the Kits, and

briefly note useful new ideas or content relevant to the subject

Second Day (April27, 2011)

9:00-1:00 Presentations Session
9:00-9:45 e Analysis of Sudanese School Curricula on Environment and
Desertification in Light of UNESCO Environmental Education Curricula
Guides.
Altayeb Ahmed- Sudan
9:45-10:30 e Environmental School and Green Economy
Amin Al-hamadi- Yemen
10:30-10:45 e Discussions
10:45-11:00 Coffee Break
11:00-1:00 Working Group Session 2
11:00-1:00 Working group provide suggestions on activities and ways on how to introduce
the kits to students and pupils and to encourage them to participate in the
conservation of their natural resources.
1:00-2:00 Lunch
2:00-4:00 Plenary Session; Working group Presentation and Discussions
4:00-5:00 Recommendations and wrap up




Country Nam Email Address Telephone Titl

1 [Yemen Ameen Mohammed Qaid alhmadi_albory@yahoo. | 00967711679 General Manager Monitoring and

2 Yemen AbduiRahman Ahmed Al- taiar70O@hotmail.com 00967777700 |ASP National Coordinator

3 [Lebanon |Ms. Faten Ghais faten.ghais@gmail.com 00691714292 Local Development Coordinator -

4 |Sudan Prof. Elhag Ali Ahmed eehag3@yahoo.com 0912397295 University Professor

5 |Sudan Mr. Mohamed EI-Amin mohamedmazon@yah | 00249122048 |Ministry of Agriculture- Khartoum

6 Egypt Ms. Hala Ahmed Yousry halayousryy@hotmail.c 00201051056 Professor- Desert Research

7 Egypt Mr. Moustafa Sabri El- dr_mostafaelhakim@h | 00202252661 Con'sultant for Ministry of
Hakeem otmail.com 80 Environment

8 Jordan Ms. Rania Saad Fadeel nfasaf@yahoo.com 00962777200|ASP National Coordinator

9 [Saudi Mr.Mansour Daif Allah Al- osaimimd@hotmail.co | 00966542966 | Director of Unesco Dept. Saudi

10 |Bahrain  |Ms. Kefaya Habib Ahmed kefayaalanzoor@gmail. 00973394323ASP National Coordinator

11|0Oman Mr.Mohamed AlBusedey mohamed.albusedey@ | 009689935264 Motanabi Primary School -

moe.om 04 Educational

12 /Oman Ms.Amna Salim Rashid Al- amna.blushi@moe.om | 00968980080 ASP National Coordinator
Balushi 08

13 Syria Mr.Abdullah Ali Al abdalaali98@yahoo.co | 00963116401 Ministry of Education- Biology

m 645 Teachers

14 \Iraq Mr. Mohammed Tareq harethpress@yahoo.co| 00964780255 ASP National Coordinator-
Abdui-Hadi m 8550 General manager

15 Kuwait Mr.Barak Mahdi Hadi albarrak- 0069599060 | Kuwait Natcom

16 [Kuwalit Ms.Shaikha Hamza Bu- knc@kwtnatcom.org 00965665026 ASP National Coordinator

17 Qatar Ms.Hessa Al -Dosari H.Aidosari@sec.gov.ga] 00974555557 ASP National Coordinator

18 UAE Ms.Hanaa shahada Khalil hanashahada2009@hot 0504101499 Qatr Al-Nada School- Biology

19 UAE Ms.Hikmat Jabr hjaber2011@ hotmail. 050636813 |Al Hekma School- Biology

20 Sudan Mr. Abd El Sadiq Abd EI labdgad2010@gmail.com | 00249912714 National research center for
Aziz Gadalla 445 Education- Specialist
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League of
Arab
States

Ms. Nermin Wafa

sa22401@gmail.com

2022575051
1

Head of Programs &Activities
Division-Arab
League

The meeting Moderator: Dr. Mohamed Al-Aawah- Ecological and Earth Sciences Programme Specialist- UNESCO Cairo Office
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