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What do teachers think about GCED? 

• a theme in the curriculums 
• universal values 
• global issues 



Desired qualities of a global citizen  

• understand the world 
• uphold justice 
• respect diversity  
• be responsible and compassionate 
• promote sustainable development 
• participate actively in tackling 

social problems 



GCE “classrooms” 

• implementation of curriculums 
• assessments 
• NGO programmes 



Curriculum 



• Liberal Studies is meant to help liberate the minds of students 
through the study of a wide range of issues (CDC, 2000). It was 
previously implemented as an elective subject for Advanced 
Supplementary Level Examination in 1992 and then stipulated as 
one of the compulsory and publicly examined core subjects of NSS 
three-year academic structure starting from 2009. 
 

• The curriculum intends to help students to understand the 
contemporary world and its pluralistic nature through the “issue-
enquiry approach” of learning. This approach aims at helping 
students to explore issues relevant to the human conditions in a 
wide range of contexts, and it is a key pedagogy used in teaching 
LS, of which one of the aims is to facilitate learners’ grasping of 
knowledge from “multiple perspectives”. 
 

• The curriculum also aims directly emphasize the importance of 
values education by pointing out that students should, upon 
completing the course, be able to “appreciate and respect diversity 
in cultures and views” and “handle conflicting values”. Besides, the 
subject helps students to “develop positive values and attitude 
towards life” (CDC & HKEAA, 2007). 















Assessment 

















NGO programmes 











Challenges in teaching GCED 

• “politicisation” of education 
• an exam-oriented society 
• students oversimplify social 

issues by considering only two 
options (“for” or “against”) 

• difficult to assess the desirable 
outcomes 



I am … 

*



*



*



Hong Kong is … 

*



*



*

Learning is … 



Uncovering their ideas 



*



*



*



*

My world view … 



*



*



Conducting Issue-enquiry 
in the NSS LS curriculum 



*

An issue, by definition, allows for different 
points of view, representing different values and 
interests… 
 
The enquiry does not end with outlining the 
differences or understanding the controversies. 
The teacher should guide the students to make 
reasoned judgments and take action for the 
betterment of society, or to connect the 
perspectives to make balanced decisions… 



*

Issue-enquiry is not aimed at developing a 
detached understanding of issues, but at 
making practical judgments… 
 
The quality of any practical judgment depends 
upon the extent to which it takes into account 
both the facts and the different interpretations 
of their practical significance and meaning… 
 

p.88 



*

Processes Relationship with development of 
multiple perspectives 

~ Mastering the facts 
~ Understanding the phenomena 
~ Clarifying the concepts 

~ Different sources of information 
~ Different ways of collecting data 
~ Different interpretations and explanations 
~ Different associations 

Issue Enquiry (1) 



*

Processes Relationship with development of 
multiple perspectives 

Understanding the differences and 
conflicts involved 

~ Different values 
~ Different interests 
~ Different convictions 

Issue Enquiry (2) 



*

Processes Relationship with development of multiple 
perspectives 

~ Reflection 
~ Evaluation 
~ Judgment 
~ Solution 
~ Action 

~ Considering all sides of the argument 
~ Weighing the pros and cons 
~ Putting forward reasons and justifications 
~ Taking action, evaluating and accepting consequences 
~ Revising judgment 

Issue Enquiry (3) 



*
Perennial  Issues 

Examples: 
 
1.Event happens every year (Policy Address, 
Christmas Celebration) 

 
2.Important historical event (SARS Outbreak) 

 
3.Concept (Globalization) 

 
4.Theory (Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs) 

 



*

Important  Contemporary  Issues 

May develop as perennial issue, examples: 
 
1.Financial Crisis in Greece 

 
2.Policy Address 2015 

 
3.Diaoyutai Islands: Territorial Disputes 



*

Knowledge 

Examples: 
Policy Address 2015  

(What’s this?) 
Airport Third Runway debate 

(Post 80s) 
Copenhagen climate change conference 

(G20, G77) 



*

Skills 

Examples: 
Policy Address 2015  

(Argumentation) 
Airport Third Runway debate 

(Data analysis) 
Copenhagen climate change conference 

(Reading comics) 



*

Values 

Examples: 
Policy Address 2015  

(Attitudes towards “the poor”) 
Airport Third Runway debate 

(Nature) 
Copenhagen climate change conference 

(Be responsible for new generation) 
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