[image: image4.png]I

United Nations
Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization

Intangible
Cultural
Heritage




8 COM
ITH/13/8.COM/6.c
Paris, 2 November 2013

Original: English

ITH/13/8.COM/6.c – page 2
ITH/13/8.COM/6.c – page 17
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE
SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
Eighth session

Baku, Azerbaijan
2 to 7 December 2013
Item 6.c of the Provisional Agenda:

Reports of States Parties on the use of international assistance 
from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund
	Summary

Article 24.3 of the Convention provides that ‘The beneficiary State Party shall submit to the Committee a report on the use made of the assistance provided for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage’. This report covers the period from January 2008 to September 2013.
Decision required: paragraph 13 


1. Article 24.3 of the Convention provides that ‘The beneficiary State Party shall submit to the Committee a report on the use made of the assistance provided for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage’. Such international financial assistance from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund is described in Chapter V of the Convention and Chapters I.4 and I.14 of the Operational Directives.
2. Beneficiary States Parties have submitted internal reports to the Secretariat to satisfy their contractual obligations. As these reports were not intended for public dissemination and vary in the type and detail of information included, the Secretariat has constituted the information included in the annexes to this document by using reports and information submitted and, where available, other public information such as publications or periodic reports. These annexes cover all international assistance approved by the Committee or Bureau from January 2008 to the date of the present report. 
3. As at 1 October 2013, 28 States Parties were granted financial assistance from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund for a total amount of US$1,556,174 in support of 38 projects. All projects are the result of requests submitted by individual States Parties, with the exception of one that was submitted jointly by three States. While all electoral groups are represented with the exception of Group I, almost half of the requests approved were submitted by States Parties from Electoral Group V(a), Africa, representing US$925,567 or 59% of the amount of assistance granted, in line with the global priority Africa of UNESCO.
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4. Half of the projects approved concerned preparatory assistance, 19 in total, of which 17 were for assistance to elaborate nominations for inscriptions on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and two for assistance to elaborate proposals for programmes, projects and activities that best reflect the objectives of the Convention. Altogether, these 19 projects represented only 10% of the total amount awarded. Nine projects were approved for international assistance greater than US$25,000 and ten for assistance up to US$25,000. The smaller projects represented 26% of the total number but only 13% of the total amount awarded, while the larger projects represented 24% of the total number and a full 77% of the total amount granted.
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5. The most frequent purpose of granting international assistance (excluding preparatory assistance) is to support projects that involve inventorying of intangible cultural heritage present in the territory of beneficiary States Parties.
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6. In accordance with paragraph 52 of the Operational Directives, after a positive decision of the Committee or Bureau, the Secretariat established a contractual agreement between UNESCO and the organization designated by the requesting State Party as responsible for the project’s implementation.

7. Projects granted international assistance from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund were developed and implemented by beneficiary States to achieve their own goals and priorities by taking the leadership in safeguarding their intangible cultural heritage. States have done so using their own systems, human resources and institutions, an approach that is in line with the Paris Declaration and the Accra Action Agenda that identify ownership as a key pillar to aid effectiveness. 

8. As of the date of the present report, 25 projects have been completed, eight projects are still under implementation and three have been cancelled due to inability of the implementing agency to honour the contractual agreement. Two projects were suspended before a contract was executed.
9. The approaches and activities of the ten international assistance projects completed (US$254,715) are diverse; however, objectives and results seem to converge mainly on identification and inventorying. The most important results include: at least seven national or regional inventories were drawn up with a view to safeguarding, capacities of at least 225 local stakeholders were enhanced, awareness of the importance of intangible cultural heritage in general and of some elements in particular was raised in the nine countries involved.
10. Of all 15 completed preparatory assistance projects that resulted to the submission of a nomination or proposal file (US$105,865) nine resulted in an inscription or selection, one was rejected, one could not be considered because of a change in the Operational Directives by the third session of the General Assembly, and four are in progress for possible inscription in 2013 or 2014.
11. During its meeting on 28 October 2013, the Bureau of the Committee approved four International Assistance requests from four State Parties, including the first ever emergency request for international assistance, submitted by Mali in the amount of US$307,307. It also approved assistance to Viet Nam (US$24,631) and preparatory assistance to Kenya (US$17,668) and Uganda (US$10,000). These recently approved requests are not reflected in the present document.
12. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:

DRAFT DECISION 8.COM 6.c
The Committee,

1. Having examined Document ITH/13/8.COM/6c;
2. Recalling Article 24.3 of the Convention concerning the role of beneficiary States;
3. Expresses satisfaction that developing countries are the main beneficiaries of financial assistance from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund and particularly those in Africa;

4. Thanks the States Parties that submitted timely reports for projects granted financial assistance from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund;
5. Congratulates States Parties that have completed successfully projects financed from the Fund that contributed to their efforts in safeguarding intangible cultural heritage;

6. Requests the Secretariat to facilitate the submission by States Parties of the reports required in Article 24.3 of the Convention.
ANNEX 1
Summary information on State Parties’ reports on the use made of 
international assistance (other than preparatory assistance)
	Albania
	US$24,500
	Inventory of Albanian folk iso-polyphony (request 00495)

	Awarded:
	2010 (decision 5.COM 2.BUR 3)

	Implementation:
	24/03/2011 – 23/03/2012 (completed)


The purpose of this project was to establish an electronic database on Albanian folk iso-polyphony, incorporated in the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity in 2008. 

Between 2007 and 2010, the Albanian Music Council implemented safeguarding activities including the establishment of an initial register of the element. The present project aimed at enriching that initial inventory including additional information on issues such as legislation and other legal measures, vocabularies, activities dedicated to the element and instruments and costumes used for the iso-polyphony. 

The project started with the development of an electronic database, purchase of the necessary computer and technical equipment and training of staff responsible for digitalization, data entry and management. A series of field trips involving bearers as well as researchers was organized to collect additional information. The collected data were digitized and are currently presented in a database available at http://isopoli1.w03.wh-2.com/Default.aspx
The project was implemented according to schedule and was closed in March 2012.

	Belarus
	US$133,600
	Establishing the national inventory of the intangible cultural heritage of Belarus (request 00332)

	Awarded:
	2010 (decision 5.COM 8)

	Implementation:
	26/12/2011 – 31/10/2013 (under implementation)


The main goal of the project was to safeguard living heritage in Belarus through the identification and documentation of existing cultural practices, creating a database and developing a national inventorying procedure. It aimed at ensuring promotion and distribution of structured information about the diversity of the intangible cultural heritage in Belarus while underlining the crucial role of cultural diversity and cultural heritage for sustainable development. 

Communities and bearers in six regions of Belarus worked closely with experts to establish procedures and mechanisms for inventorying of ICH. Procedures for data collection, digitalization, storage and presentation were put in place and the first on-line ICH inventory of Belarus is available at http://livingheritage.by/en/.
The project also provided the occasion for sharing of experiences, lessons learnt and best practices in identification and inventorying of ICH within the region, with an international seminar organized on 25 and 26 March 2013 in Minsk. The involvement of communities and bearers in inventorying and safeguarding of ICH and challenges related to the identification and inventorying of ICH were at the core of the debates. The seminar concluded with a set of recommendations addressing governments, NGOs, communities and ICH bearers. 

The final results of the project, including a handbook on inventorying and the six regional ICH inventories on DVDs, were to be presented during the European Heritage Days on 26 and 27 September 2013, organized around the theme ‘Intangible cultural heritage: conservation, cooperation, continuity’. The final report is to be submitted according to schedule by the end of October 2013.

	Burkina Faso
	US$262,080
	Inventory and promotion of intangible cultural heritage in Burkina Faso (request 00678)

	Awarded:
	2012 (decision 7.COM 10.1)

	Implementation:
	29/04/2013 – 02/11/2015 (under implementation)


This project aims to establish an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage of the ethno-cultural communities in Burkina Faso. The inventory will enable to provide quantitative and qualitative data on the elements present on national territory, to identify their state of viability and ensure their promotion. The project will be implemented in two major phases: a pilot phase involving two regions with six ethno-cultural communities and a second generalization phase that will involve all regions and national communities. Its principle objectives are, on the one hand, to develop a national strategy for inventorying and promoting ICH, to raise awareness of communities, policy-makers and the public about the importance of ICH, and to build stakeholder capacity in the safeguarding of cultural heritage; and, on the other hand, to make an inventory of ICH elements in the field; to identify ICH elements based on their state of viability; and to disseminate the results of the inventory at national and international levels via a database and website, and catalogues and brochures. 

In the first phase, implemented since May 2013, a structure to steer the project bringing together all stakeholders involved in the safeguarding of ICH has been established and operationalized.

	Kenya
	US$126,580
	Traditions and practices associated with the Kayas in the sacred forests of the Mijikenda (request 00326)

	Awarded:
	2009 (decision 4.COM 11.01)

	Implementation:
	01/07/2011 – 31/12/2013 (under implementation)

	Related element: 
	00313 – Traditions and practices associated with the Kayas in the sacred forests of the Mijikenda (4.COM, inscribed – USL)


Aiming to empower the Mijikenda people to ensure the viability and transmission of the traditions and practices associated to the sacred Kaya forests of coastal Kenya, the project is managed by the Department of Culture of the Ministry of Sports, Culture and the Arts (former Ministry of State for National Heritage and Culture) in cooperation with the National Museums of Kenya through its Coastal Forest Conservation Unit.

Phase I of the project took place between October 2011 and September 2012 for the Mijikenda communities of Duruma, Kauma and Rabai. Representatives from these communities participated in a workshop from 25 to 28 October 2011 on project management related to bee-keeping with a view to generate income for the communities. Tree nurseries established in the proximity of Kaya Rabai have generated an income of 11,250 Kenya schillings for the sale of 750 Ashoka seedlings. With the help of these communities the National Museums of Kenya also documented, photographed and filmed traditions and expressions of the Kaya people. Furthermore, two field visits to the Kayas were organized for students from Chinzini primary school and Galana secondary school. 

The Department of Culture produced and distributed a project brochure and a DVD in order to explain the objectives of the project as well as the advancement of the activities under Phase I. In addition, national newspapers published articles about the project; an article in Daily Nation of 14 June 2012 and another in Standard of 17 September 2012 are cases in point. The completion of Phase I was celebrated during the inter-community cultural festival that took place in Kaya Rabai on 8 September 2012. 

At the request of the State Party and due to government reorganization, the implementation period of this project has been prolonged until the end of December 2014. The State Party is expected to report by the end of April 2014 and mid-December 2014 on the activities envisaged under Phase II and Phase III respectively which replicate each time the activities undertaken under Phase I for two or three different Mijikenda communities.

	Malawi
	US$24,947
	Development of an inventory of intangible heritage of Malawi (request 00609)

	Awarded:
	2012 (decision 7.COM 3.BUR 4.2)

	Implementation:
	10/09/2012 – 30/03/2013 (completed)


Eight communities in the Northern Region of Malawi participated in the inventorying of their intangible cultural heritage with a view to safeguarding. After having received training on documentation and inventory making, twelve young members from the Bandya, Lambya, Mambwe, Namwanga, Ndali, Nyakyusa, Nyiha and Sulwa/Chewa communities conducted fieldwork to identify and collect information on 26 living practices and expressions that they considered characteristic for their communities. 

The State Party reduced the number of trainees but increased the number of training days to ensure in-depth understanding of methodologies involved, aiming to enhance the capacity of community members to carry out similar activities in the future. The mountainous terrain of the project area posed a particular challenge for the logistical organization of the fieldwork. 

The results of the fieldwork were compiled in the second volume of the national inventory of Malawi’s intangible cultural heritage. It contains information on such varied elements as Namayoka herbal medicine, the Among’oma dance, the preparation of Ichipipi maize cake, as well as the making of Umomo fish traps.

The project was implemented according to schedule, under the responsibility of the Malawi National Commission for UNESCO and the Ministry of Tourism and Culture of Malawi, and closed in May 2013.

	Mali
	US$24,000
	Implementation of safeguarding measures proposed for Sanké mon, collective fishing rite of the Sanké (request 00333)

	Awarded:
	2009 (decision 5.COM 1.BUR 5)

	Implementation:
	08/02/2010 – 30/06/2011 (completed)

	Related element: 
	00289 – Sanké mon, collective fishing rite of the Sanké (4.COM, inscribed – USL)


This project aims to contribute to the safeguarding of Sanké mon: collective fishing rite of the Sanké, inscribed in 2009 on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding. The Sanké mon is a ritual and festive event held each year at the pond of Sanké in the city of San, located 490 km north of Bamako. The objectives of the project included: to raise awareness of local people on the socio-cultural importance of Sanké mon and its proper preservation; to make documentation and audiovisual materials; to make known, at the national and international level, Sanké mon as intangible heritage and an essential part of the cultural identity of the local population; to ensure the sustainability and transmission of the related knowledge among young people.

The project was successfully implemented by the National Directorate of Cultural Heritage, with active participation of the communities concerned: ten information meetings to familiarize the communities with the project were organized; a community training session was conducted and the community established a committee; ethnographic data were collected to further identify the details of the heritage and audiovisual materials were produced through interviews and distributed; an awareness-raising programme on the Sanké mon was broadcast; photographic exhibitions were conducted; leaflets were published; two workshops to monitor progress were organized. 

The project was implemented according to schedule and closed in December 2011.

	Mauritius
	US$52,461
	Documentation and inventory of intangible cultural heritage in the Republic of Mauritius (request 00327)

	Awarded:
	2009 (decision 4.COM 11.02)

	Implementation:
	31/01/2010 – 28/02/2011 (completed)


Implemented by the National Heritage Fund, the main achievement of the project was the elaboration of an ‘Inventory and Documentation of Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Republic of Mauritius (A First List).’ 

The project benefited from extensive support of institutions, groups and individuals in the Republic of Mauritius; primary and secondary approaches to data collection and analysis were used in the process of establishing the inventory. The first component of the project involved bibliographic research to identify elements through publications, whereas the bulk of the research was based on anthropological and ethnographic approaches involving interviews and field work in Mauritius, Agalega, Rodrigues and Diego Garcia over the course of ten months. 

Following initial contact with main informants through a research team consisting of seven persons, all of whom were members of different Mauritian communities, the community-based approach of the project was further strengthened to involve direct participation of the communities in the identification and description of their ICH. 

The National Heritage Fund will regularly update the inventory in consultation with relevant resource institutions, individuals and the general public. There are future plans to transform the national inventory into a web-based database, where the public will have access to it and be able to provide their feedback and inputs for new additions to the inventory.

The project was implemented according to schedule and closed in December 2011.

	Mauritius
	US$33,007
	An inventory of elements of intangible heritage pertaining to the indenture experience in the Republic of Mauritius (request 00328)

	Awarded:
	2009 (decision 4.COM 11.03)

	Implementation:
	31/01/2010 – 31/03/2011 (completed)


Through this project, the Aapravasi Ghat Trust Fund (AGTF) aimed at setting up an inventory of elements of intangible heritage related to the history of indentureship in line with its mission and objectives contained in the Management Plan of the Aapravasi Ghat World Heritage Property.

Over 60 elements of intangible cultural heritage were identified under four main themes relating to the legacy of indentureship: superstitions and blind beliefs, rites of passage, food and health, and skills and labour. This was achieved through the constitution of four research groups, each including two or three full-time field guides and one part-time anthropologist. Specific criteria were devised to guide the selection of elements to be inventoried and guidelines were prepared for interviewing and the elaboration of questionnaires. 

Fieldwork research was undertaken in specific regions related to indentured labourers or to the sugarcane industry in Mauritius. The local community served as active participants and informants in the process. AGTF will continue documenting intangible cultural heritage elements and work towards an integrated research methodology to be shared with other institutions in order to enhance the appreciation of Mauritius’ intangible cultural heritage.

The project was implemented according to schedule and closed in June 2011.

	Mongolia
	US$107,000
	Safeguarding and revitalizing the Mongolian traditional epic (request 00549)

	Awarded:
	2012 (decision 7.COM 5.BUR 4)

	Implementation:
	30/06/2013 – 30/06/2016 (under implementation)

	Related element 
	00310 – Mongol Tuuli, Mongolian epic (4.COM, inscribed – USL)


The aim of the project is to revitalize, safeguard and transmit the Mongolian traditional epic through a series of activities that range from a field survey on the current state of Mongolian epic, its repertoire and associated customs, to the identification and documentation of epic performers and the creation of a related database; from an apprenticeship training aiming at the transmission of skills and knowledge to a series of activities of awareness-raising and promotion.

In the assistance request and resulting contract the organization of a Central Asian Epic International Symposium was foreseen for month 25 (August 2015). The Government of Mongolia decided to organize this symposium two years in advance in August 2013. Therefore Mongolia requested the deletion of this activity from the contract, reducing by US$17,300 the total budget approved by the Bureau. The assistance is now reduced to US$89,700 for a project that is foreseen to be completed in June 2016.

	Mongolia
	US$24,000
	The elaboration of the ‘Inventories of the Representative list and list in need of urgent safeguarding of Intangible Heritage in Mongolia’ (request 00298)

	Awarded:
	2009 (decision 4.COM 2.BUR 3)

	Implementation:
	01/10/2009 – 28/02/2011 (completed)


This project resulted in the drawing up of two inventories of intangible cultural heritage present in the territory of Mongolia. The project was conducted at the national level covering 85% of the country including 283 districts of 21 provinces and all 9 districts of Ulaanbaatar.

With the purpose of evaluating and analyzing the status of the current safeguarding system and to identify ICH elements on the territory of Mongolia, different forms for inventorying were elaborated so to establish a standard registration and information system at the national level, and a field survey based on them and on a predefined questionnaire was carried out nationwide by 115 cultural specialists, professionals and ICH bearers.

Elements of ICH were documented through audio recording and photography with the participation of communities, groups and relevant non-governmental organizations. Overall 80 elements were identified and registered and 3,339 individuals were identified as ICH bearers. 78% of ICH elements were inscribed on the National Representative List, 14% in the National List in Need of Urgent Safeguarding, while 8% was not registered. A catalogue including descriptions and photos of those elements in both lists was published. A national symposium on ‘The current issues for safeguarding ICH’ as well as a seminar on ‘The Establishment of the National Registration and Information System of ICH in Mongolia’ were also part of the project. 
The project was implemented according to schedule and closed in May 2011.

	Senegal
	US$80,789
	Inventory of traditional musics in Senegal (request 00553)

	Awarded:
	2012 (decision 7.COM 10.8)

	Implementation:
	12/08/2013 – 03/11/2014 (under implementation)


This project aims to undertake an inventory of the traditional music of Senegal that encompasses a vast and diverse array of musical traditions, genres, instruments and associated craftsmanship. Its social, spiritual and cultural functions are many, including celebrations of birth, death rites, initiations, blessings, agriculture, fishing, values, and legends and myths. Large sections of Senegal’s musical heritage are poorly documented and therefore, establishing an inventory for safeguarding the heritage is an urgent task. To preserve and enhance this heritage, the project will contribute to reinvigorate the chain of transmission, while strengthening the capacity of the communities concerned to inventory and manage a database on traditional music. Specific objectives include awareness-raising and capacity building of the target communities, production of the global inventory of traditional music and associated elements, and development of a safeguarding action plan. These objectives will be achieved through in-situ workshops, creation of a documentary collection and database, and development of an action plan with stakeholders. 

The project began in August 2013.

	Seychelles
	US$9,863
	Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Seychelles (request 00296)

	Awarded:
	2009 (decision 4.COM 2.BUR 3)

	Implementation:
	15/12/2009 – 31/12/2011 (completed)


The project, conducted by the National Heritage Research Section Unit of the Ministry of Community Development, Youth, Sports and Culture, aimed at supporting the implementation of safeguarding activities by developing an inventory of the intangible cultural heritage in Seychelles. The project started in the first quarter of 2010, with the elaboration of a preliminary list of elements of the intangible cultural heritage to be inventoried, the design of an inventory template form and the establishment in April 2010 of a working committee to serve as an advisory body for the project. The field work, initially planned in four islands (Mahé, Praslin, La Digue and Silhouette) was finally conducted only in the Island of Mahé. A short period of five days of field work was also carried out in Parslin Island. Foreseen activities including the presentation of the results to local stakeholders and the elaboration a hundred page publication were also reduced. At the end of the project, data collected during the field work had been compiled, while the final document to be published needed to be further completed and validated by the working committee of the project.

The project was implemented according to schedule and closed in May 2012.

	Sudan
	US$12,167
	Digital preservation of folklore and traditional music archives (Phase I) (request 00488)

	Awarded:
	2009 (decision 5.COM 1.BUR 5)

	Implementation:
	01/08/2012 – 15/12/2012 (completed)


The project aimed at assessing the needs for safeguarding the audiovisual collection of traditional Sudanese music housed in the Folklore and Traditional Music Archives of the University of Khartoum. To carry out the assessment, the Sudanese National Commission recruited an expert who conducted a mission to Khartoum from 15 to 28 October 2012 and subsequently elaborated a strategy for the digitization of archival materials. Among the conclusions of the project, the urgent need was identified for capacity building to create an improved mechanism for data acquisition, digitization, storage and retrieval, as well as implementing adapted measures to ensure the security and safety of the Archives.

The project began 21 months behind schedule but was completed rapidly and closed in June 2013.

	Togo
	US$24,770
	General inventory of the intangible cultural heritage (request 00334)

	Awarded:
	2009 (decision 5.COM 1.BUR 5)

	Implementation:
	01/03/2010 – 30/09/2011 (completed)


The project aimed to realize a general inventory of the intangible cultural heritage of Togo to contibute to the implementation of the 2003 Convention at the national level. The main objectives were to identify the elements of the intangible cultural heritage; develop safeguarding measures and identify the elements to be nominate to the Convention’s Lists; strengthen the capacity in inventory; establish a bureau in charge of the intangible cultural heritage; and create a network of expertise in Togo’s regions. 

The project was conducted by the National Commission of Cultural Heritage. Audiovisual materials were purchased to support the data collection. A two-day workshop on audiovisual technique was followed by an inventory training workshop, conducted in collaboration with Ecole du Patrimoine Africain (School of African Heritage), and a manual and guide for inventory-making were established. Data were collected throughout the country concerning in particular rites and rituals, dance, traditional games, oral traditions and expressions such as epics, proverbs, tales and riddles.

The project was implemented according to schedule and closed in January 2012.

	Uganda
	US$216,000
	Inventorying the intangible cultural heritage of four communities in Uganda (request 00557)

	Awarded:
	2012 (decision 7.COM 5.BUR 10.3)

	Implementation:
	05/07/2013 – 31/03/2015 (under implementation)


In July 2013, Uganda launched a multi-year project to enable four local communities to identify their living heritage, as an essential step for its safeguarding. 

The Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social Development will coordinate the establishment of a national strategy for inventorying intangible cultural heritage and organize a workshop in the capital in order to train local coordinators on the principle and methodologies of inventorying intangible heritage, while highlighting the importance of the fullest possible involvement of the communities concerned. Members of the Acholi, the Alur, the Basongora and the Ik communities will then identify and document their intangible cultural heritage during five months of fieldwork; the results will be included in a national inventory. 

According to the first implementation report, the project management committee was established and the first meeting of this committee took place in Kampala, during which members discussed the objectives and implementation strategy of the project, the roles and responsibilities of each as well as the best way to involve and communicate with target communities, line ministries and their local structures, civil society and faith based organizations. The project management committee was established; at its first meeting members discussed the objectives and implementation strategy of the project, the roles and responsibilities of each as well as the best way to involve and communicate with target communities, line ministries and their local structures, civil society and faith based organizations. Community consultations took place in four project locations and their results were discussed by the committee; a consultant has been identified for the establishment of the national strategy.
	Uruguay
	US$186,871
	Documentation, promotion and dissemination of the Candombe traditional drum calls, expressions of identity of the Sur, Palermo, and Cordón neighbourhoods in the city of Montevideo (request 00555)

	Awarded:
	2012 (decision 8.COM 1.BUR 10.4)

	Implementation:
	02/09/2013 – 01/02/2015 (under implementation)


With the objective of strengthening the practice of Candombe not only in Montevideo but also in other provinces of Uruguay by promoting its transmission to younger generations and reinforcing the safeguarding capacities of local associations of practitioners, the project started in September 2013. This late start is due to a one-year process of project development aiming to ensure greater sustainability of its results beyond the assistance from the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund. The result is a greater emphasis on the integration of educational contents on Candombe in school curricula as well as in non-formal education initiatives. The project also gives a prominent place to exchanges among players of traditional Candombe drum calls as well as among practitioners, teachers, parents of students and schoolchildren. 

For now, a multidisciplinary project team made up of members of the National Commission of the Cultural Heritage, the Advisory Group for Candombe and a number of local cultural associations working on cultural heritage of peoples of African descent is being put in place to organize the first activities which should begin by the end of 2013 with the design of the strategic guidelines for a national safeguarding plan of Candombe and of the project-dedicated website.

	Viet Nam
	US$25,000
	Capacity building in designing, implementing and evaluating intangible cultural heritage projects in Viet Nam (request 00591)

	Awarded:
	2012 (decision 7.COM 3.BUR 4.1)

	Implementation:
	01/10/2012 – 30/09/2013 (under implementation)


The project aimed to develop a toolkit that could help cultural managers and practitioners in local communities improve their abilities to design, implement and evaluate safeguarding projects, thereby facilitating the implementation of the 2003 Convention and the 2009 amended Viet Nam Law on Cultural Heritage.

The toolkit includes the guiding principles of safeguarding and promotion activities, as well as a set of checklists with concrete indicators for users to apply in the design, implementation and evaluation process. Indicators are linked to a national inventory system that is currently being developed.

The project has been implemented by the Vietnam Institute of Culture and Art Studies (VICAS), with the collaboration of the Department of Cultural Heritage (DCH) under the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism and the Institute of Cultural Studies (ICS) of the Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences.

In August 2013, VICAS requested to extend the twelve-month project two additional months until the end of November 2013 in order to organize the last consultation workshop, to finalize the toolkit text and design, and translate it into English. In the end, 1,000 copies of this toolkit will be distributed and institutionalized for use throughout Viet Nam.

	Zimbabwe
	US$12,000
	Manyanga Misumo protocol (request 00489)

	Awarded:
	2010 (decision 5.COM 2.BUR 3)

	Implementation:
	22/04/2011 – 21/10/2011 (cancelled)


The Bureau approved the international assistance request submitted by Zimbabwe to implement a project entitled 'Traditional custodians of the sacred shrines of Zimbabwe.' A contract was signed in April 2011 between UNESCO and Manyanga Traditional Custodians, the organization designated by the requesting State Party for the project’s implementation. In December of that year, the Manyanga Traditional Custodians informed the Secretariat that they were not able to continue with its implementation and would therefore proceed with the reimbursement of the first advance payment. A significant part of the amount advanced was reimbursed in June 2013, but to date the entire amount has not yet been received.

	Zimbabwe
	US$25,000
	Safeguarding cultural heritage aspects of Njelele (request 00552)

	Awarded:
	2010 (decision 5.COM 2.BUR 3)

	Implementation:
	20/04/2011 – 21/07/2011 (completed)


Implemented by the National Archives of Zimbabwe (NAZ) in partnership with the National Museums and Monuments of Zimbabwe (NNMZ) and Lupane State University (LSU), the project led to the development of an intangible cultural heritage documentation facility at NAZ and collection of data and documentation on Njelele and its related intangible cultural heritage aspects.

In the initial stage of the project, two research teams were set up in the western and northern region to conduct desktop and field research on Njelele over the course of a month. The first team conducted literature review and collection of oral interviews outside Matabeleland, whereas the second team conducted oral interviews from Matabeleland involving a group of two men and six women. 

Four workshops were subsequently held, the first of which was to report and synthesize the findings of the two research teams. This was followed by a workshop on conflict resolution within the context of safeguarding the intangible cultural heritage of Njelele, which brought together participants from the community and relevant organizations to reflect on and strengthen their understanding of the role of Njelele in perpetuating life and peace, as well as conflict resolution. The third workshop saw the training of five men and five women in costume making and choreography, whereas the final workshop trained ten students in traditional beer brewing. 

The project was implemented according to schedule and closed in December 2012.
ANNEX 2
Summary information on State Parties’ reports on the use made of 
preparatory assistance
	Bolivia (Plurinational State of); Chile; Peru
	US$7,500
	Aymara Cultural Universe (request 00177)

	Awarded:
	2008 (decision 4.COM 1.BUR )

	Implementation:
	27/02/2009 – 30/04/2009 (completed)

	Related element 
	00299 – Safeguarding intangible cultural heritage of Aymara communities in Bolivia, Chile and Peru (4.COM, selected as Best Safeguarding Practice)


The assistance, coordinated by CRESPIAL, resulted in the submission of a best practice proposal (MUL-00299 – Plurinational State of Bolivia, Chile, Peru – Safeguarding intangible cultural heritage of Aymara communities in Bolivia, Chile and Peru) that was selected in 2009 (Decision 4.COM 15.B).

	Côte d'Ivoire
	US$6,000
	 Gbofe of Afounkaha  (request 00292)

	Awarded:
	2008 (decision 3.COM 2.BUR 1)

	Implementation:
	(cancelled)

	Related element 
	00565 – Gbofe of Afounkaha, the music of the transverse trumps of the Tagbana community (8.COM, under process – USL)


A contract was signed between UNESCO and the Cote d’Ivoire National Commission for UNESCO, the organization designated for the project’s implementation. The Secretariat was obliged to cancel the contract and request reimbursement of the advance as no nomination file was submitted within the statutory time-limits. However, it is to be noted that Côté d'Ivoire subsequently submitted a nomination, The Gbofe of Afounkaha, the music of the transverse trumps of the Tagbana community, for possible inscription in 2013.

	Ecuador
	US$6,000
	The marimba & bomba: Art, orality and sonority as patrimony in the Afroecuadorian town (request 00294)

	Awarded:
	2008 (decision 3.COM 2.BUR 1)

	Implementation:
	(cancelled)


A contract was signed between UNESCO and the Instituto Nacional de Patrimonio Cultural (INPC) the organization designated for the project’s implementation. However due to the short time between the decision of the Bureau, the establishment of the contract and the deadline for submission of the nomination, the contract could not be fulfilled and the State Party decided to postpone the submission of the nomination file to a later cycle. Consequently the Secretariat cancelled the corresponding contract and invited Ecuador to submit a new request for preparatory assistance for the preparation of a nomination at a later stage.

	Ethiopia
	US$5,000
	Ontogota the Language of the Biraile (request 00176)

	Awarded:
	2008 (decision 3.COM 2.BUR 1)

	Implementation:
	19/12/2008 – 30/04/2009 (completed)

	Related element 
	00493 – Ongota oral tradition (7.COM, not inscribed – USL)


The assistance resulted in the submission of a nomination for possible inscription in 2012. The Committee decided not to inscribe the element (Decision 7.COM 8.2 ).

	Guatemala
	US$8,000
	Ceremonial de la Paach (request 00485)

	Awarded:
	2009 (decision 5.COM 1.BUR 3)

	Implementation:
	15/12/2009 – 30/04/2010 (completed)

	Related element 
	00516 – Paach ceremony (6.COM, not inscribed – USL)

00863 – Paach ceremony (8.COM, under process – USL)


The assistance resulted in the submission of a USL nomination examined in 2011, at which time the Committee decided not to inscribe the element (Decision 6.COM 8.7). A revised nomination was submitted for possible inscription in 2013.

	Honduras
	US$10,000
	Myths, stories and language of the Tolupan people, Montaña de la Flor, Honduras (request 00687)

	Awarded:
	2012 (decision 7.COM 1.BUR 1.1)

	Implementation:
	20/03/2012 – 30/03/2013 (under implementation)

	Related element 
	00950 – Tolupanes oral traditions of Montaña la Flor (under process – USL)


The assistance resulted in the submission of a USL nomination, Tolupanes oral traditions of Montaña la Flor, to be examined for possible inscription in 2014. 

	Kenya
	US$6,000
	Traditions and practices associated to the Kayas (request 00285)

	Awarded:
	2008 (decision 3.COM 2.BUR 1)

	Implementation:
	19/12/2008 – 30/04/2009 (completed)

	Related element 
	00313 – Traditions and practices associated with the Kayas in the sacred forests of the Mijikenda (4.COM, inscribed – USL)


The assistance resulted in the submission of a USL nomination examined in 2009, at which time the Committee inscribed Traditions and practices associated to the Kayas in the sacred forests of the Mijikenda (Decision 4.COM 14.06).

	Latvia
	US$6,000
	Suiti Cultural Space (request 00178)

	Awarded:
	2008 (decision 3.COM 2.BUR 1)

	Implementation:
	19/12/2008 – 30/04/2009 (completed)

	Related element 
	00314 – Suiti cultural space (4.COM, inscribed – USL)


The assistance resulted in the submission of a USL nomination examined in 2009, at which time the Committee inscribed the Suiti cultural space (Decision 4.COM 14.7).

	Mali
	US$8,500
	Secret society of Korèdugaw, the rite of wisdom, in Mali (request 00484)

	Awarded:
	2009 (decision 5.COM 1.BUR 3)

	Implementation:
	15/12/2009 – 30/04/2010 (completed)

	Related element 
	00520 – Secret society of the Kôrêdugaw, the rite of wisdom in Mali (6.COM, inscribed – USL)


The assistance resulted in the submission of a USL nomination examined in 2011, at which time the Committee inscribed the Secret society of the Kôrêdugaw, the rite of wisdom in Mali (Decision 6.COM 8.12).

	Mauritania
	US$9,800
	Moorish epic T’Heydinn (request 00487)

	Awarded:
	2009 (decision 5.COM 1.BUR 3)

	Implementation:
	15/12/2009 – 30/04/2010 (completed)

	Related element 
	00524 – Moorish epic T’heydinn (6.COM, inscribed – USL)


The assistance resulted in the submission of a USL nomination examined in 2011, at which time the Committee inscribed the Moorish epic T’heydinn (Decision 6.COM 8.13).

	Mauritania
	US$9,800
	Conservation and valorization of Imraguen intangible cultural heritage (request 00486)

	Awarded:
	2009 (decision 5.COM 1.BUR 4)

	Implementation:
	15/12/2009 – 30/04/2010 (completed)

	Related element 
	00512 – Conservation and valorization of Imraguen intangible cultural heritage (inappropriate) – Art18)


The assistance resulted in the submission of a best practice proposal for the 2011 cycle; amendments to the Operational Directives at the third session of the General Asembly in 2010 made the proposal ineligible, since it concerned a future project not yet being implemented.

	Mongolia
	US$6,500
	Mongolian folk dance (request 00260)

	Awarded:
	2008 (decision 3.COM 2.BUR 1)

	Implementation:
	19/12/2008 – 30/04/2009 (completed)

	Related element 
	00311 – Mongol Biyelgee, Mongolian traditional folk dance (4.COM, inscribed – USL)


The assistance resulted in the submission of a USL nomination examined in 2009, at which time the Committee inscribed the Mongol Biyelgee, Mongolian traditional folk dance was inscribed in 2009 (Decision 4.COM 14.9).

	Mongolia
	US$6,000
	Mongolian Traditional Heroic Epic (request 00261)

	Awarded:
	2008 (decision 3.COM 2.BUR 1)

	Implementation:
	19/12/2008 – 30/04/2009 (completed)

	Related element 
	00310 – Mongol Tuuli, Mongolian epic (4.COM, inscribed – USL)


The assistance resulted in the submission of a USL nomination examined in 2009, at which time the Committee inscribed the Mongol Tuuli, Mongolian epic (Decision 4.COM 14.10).

	Nicaragua
	US$9,695
	Oral traditions and expressions of Rama people (request 00355)

	Awarded:
	2009 (decision 5.COM 1.BUR 3)

	Implementation:
	15/12/2009 – 30/04/2010 (completed)

	Related element 
	00777 – Traditions and oral expressions of the Rama people (8.COM, under process – USL)


The assistance resulted in the submission of a USL nomination, Traditions and oral expressions of the Rama people, to be examined for possible inscription in 2013.

	Syrian Arab Republic
	US$10,670
	Karakoz wa Ewaz Shadow Theatre in Syria (request 00613)

	Awarded:
	2012 (decision 7.COM 1.BUR 1.2)

	Implementation:
	Suspended


The Bureau approved the request in January 2012; however, due to the current political and security situation in the country the project has been suspended.

	Syrian Arab Republic
	US$15,505
	Silk reeling on the Arab Wheel in Syria (request 00614)

	Awarded:
	2012 (decision 7.COM 1.BUR 1.3)

	Implementation:
	Suspended


The Bureau approved the request in January 2012; however, due to the current political and security situation in the country the project been suspended.

	Uganda
	US$8,570
	The male-child cleansing ceremony of the Lango people of North Central Uganda (Dwoko Atin Awobi lot) (request 00657)

	Awarded:
	2012 (decision 7.COM 1.BUR 1.4)

	Implementation:
	20/03/2012 – 31/03/2013 (completed)

	Related element 
	00982 – Male-child cleansing ceremony of the Lango of central northern Uganda (under process – USL)


The assistance resulted in the submission of a USL nomination to be examined for possible inscription in 2014.
	Viet Nam
	US$6,000
	Ca Tru singing of the Viet people (request 00286)

	Awarded:
	2008 (decision 3.COM 2.BUR 1)

	Implementation:
	19/12/0200 – 30/04/2009 (completed)

	Related element 
	00309 – Ca trù singing (4.COM, inscribed – USL)


The assistance resulted in the submission of a USL nomination examined in 2009, at which time the Committee inscribed Ca trù singing (Decision 4.COM 14.12).

	Viet Nam
	US$6,000
	Xoan singing of Phú Thọ province (request 00483)

	Awarded:
	2009 (decision 5.COM 1.BUR 3)

	Implementation:
	15/12/2009 – 30/04/2010 (completed)

	Related element 
	00538 – Xoan singing of Phú Thọ Province, Viet Nam (6.COM, inscribed – USL)


The assistance resulted in the submission of a USL nomination examined in 2011, at which time the Committee inscribed Xoan singing of Phú Thọ Province, Viet Nam (Decision 6.COM 8.23).

