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General

1. Please briefly describe the general awareness in your country about the importance of intangible cultural heritage (as defined in Article 2 of the Convention). 
[You may wish to distinguish between the levels of visibility among different groups of population (youth, minorities, academic world, etc.), or the visibility of specific intangible heritage domains (such as music, oral traditions, performing arts, rituals, festive events, etc.). You may also indicate why you consider it relevant, or not, to enhance awareness about the importance of the transmission of the intangible heritage. You may refer to some specific problems that you may encounter when doing so, and propose possible solutions]

Since the middle of Sixties, there has been in Italy an increasing attention towards traditional domains with many researchers starting “on the field” recordings, discovering in this way the vitality of popular traditions (in the domains of music, songs, dances, rituals, handicraft, rural architecture and many others). In the Seventies traditional music became very popular among young peoples with many groups of “Folk revival” re-proposing, with different qualitative results, the ancient ethnical repertoires. In the same period also the mass-media dedicated a big attention to the heritage domains, differently from what happen starting from the beginning of Eighties. Up today the diffusion  of knowledge about traditional cultures is mainly depending upon some re-propositions often times very far from the reality of the regional or local communities which should be considered the very owners and producers of these cultural heritages. Consequently, we consider today most important preserving the relation between any forms of diffusion of traditional domains and the very subjects to which they are primarily related, considering that in many Italian regions the traditional heritage is still very vital and is more and more attracting the interest of young peoples, sometimes in a profitable dialogue with cultural languages belonging to different regions or domains (such as, in the case of music, the language of classic music or jazz).

Awareness-raising at the national level

2. How can practitioners and bearers of the intangible cultural heritage be effectively involved in raising awareness about the importance of their heritage, while respecting customary access to it?
Practitioners and bearers of cultural heritage should keep very deep contacts with the territory were they practice their activity, no matter if they are natives or coming from other places. In the last years we observe the phenomenon of young musicians learning traditional music from old peoples (by oral tradition) and in the same time experimenting classical or modern musical languages, sometimes making academic studies. We consider very important the equilibrium between the keeping of tradition and the openness towards the reality of present-day.
3. What role can formal and non-formal education play in raising awareness about the importance of intangible cultural heritage? What kind of educational materials could be developed for that purpose?
The role of formal education (school) is very important, but the traditional ways of transmission of cultural heritage could not be substituted by school education. Regarding to traditional themes is rather very important that school itself would make some efforts to approach his educational methods to the traditional ways of communication.

4 What role can community centres, museums, archives and other similar entities play in raising awareness about intangible cultural heritage? 

What we previously said about the role of school education could be as well applied to the missions of the territorial entities, very important in their role of “point of memory”, but risking to create some barriers between their documentary contents and the real life of peoples. Often times this happens, and we have to avoid it by insert into this important entities a living spirit of participation and research involving as largely as possible common peoples which are the very depositary of traditional culture, working side by side with experts.

5 How can various types of media contribute to raising awareness? (television, radio, films, documentaries, Internet, specialized publications, etc.) 

The media role is very important, but the informations must be correct and we are many times facing some messages which reveal a fault of awareness and knowledge about the real character of immaterial heritage. Nevertheless, peoples which operate in the diffusion of the contents of cultural heritage are often using media technologies, especially the ones connected with Intenet. In our experience, we found very useful the use of mailing list and website (www.appennino4p.it) for spreading information and researches and to stimulate discussion on arguments related to the traditional culture of the territory. 
4. Can commercial activities related to intangible heritage contribute to raising awareness about its importance? 
Commercial activities can become a vehicle for the diffusion of intangible heritage, allowing to reach a wider public than the one usually interested to the intangible heritage, such as local inhabitants, researchers or people keen on traditional music or other kind of popular expressions. 
5. Can enhanced visibility and awareness of the intangible heritage lead to income-generating activities?
This is happening in many areas of our country, especially in small scale economies in which the organization of feasts or festivals based on traditional music and local products attract peoples from the cities and the surrounding areas. The development of local economy moving from the enhancement of territorial values is the only way to avoid a kind of globalization causing lost of identity.
Awareness-raising at the international level 

6. What kind of actions and tools do you expect the UNESCO Secretariat to develop in order to assist the States Parties in enhancing awareness about the intangible heritage? 
[such as the collection and dissemination of information, the development and maintenance of a website, the production of information materials, the constitution of a repository of audiovisual materials, the launching of international campaigns, the development of partnerships, the participation in international congresses, the provision of information to other UN agencies and other intergovernmental organizations, etc.)]

It could be very important for the associations whose aim is the enhancing of awareness about intangible heritage as well as for practitioners of tradition to dispose of an international structure acting as a point of co-ordination and exchange of experiences and information.

The Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity is established under Article 16 of the Convention “in order to ensure better visibility of the intangible cultural heritage and awareness of its significance, and to encourage dialogue which respects cultural diversity". What kind of specific measures should be taken to achieve these objectives?

 For ensuring dialogue which respects cultural diversity it could be very important to organize cultural meeting where traditional practitioners can compare and exchange their experiences. For example, with regard to traditional musicians, the meeting of practitioners coming from different cultural areas and mixing their musical languages with the local one, is a very good way to enhance “visibility and awareness” avoiding the risk of raising of an “exaggerated local pride” (“esprit de clocher”).
7. How can the programmes, projects and activities that best reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention, as referred to in Article 18, contribute to raising awareness about the importance of the intangible heritage?
Programmes, projects and activities aimed at safeguarding intangible heritage should be elaborated and carried out by people deeply rooted in the local communities, so that they could be the very expression of their needs and not just a projection of some cultural operations deriving from other cultural domains (such as the academic world or the entertainment industry). 
8. Through what means can the Committee disseminate best practices, as referred to in paragraph 3 of Article 18?
The Committee first of all should create connections between practitioners of intangible heritage from different parts of world, in order to overcome the sense of isolation of local communities which results in frustration and the feeling of being in a subaltern position in comparison with more visible and hegemonic cultural models. In order to obtain this aim, it could be very useful to create or improve communication facilities, both through Internet and periodical magazines to be diffused through associations and entities within the territories involved in awareness-raising activities. Also the creation of a brand marking products and practices connected with intangible heritage could be a good instrument to enhance their visibility and value. Finally, we believe that the Committee could play a big role in building greater attention from Governments and local institutions towards intangible cultural heritage, enhancing their engagement both from cultural and economic point of view.
Threats related to awareness-raising

9. When applying awareness-raising measures, what aspects or elements of the intangible heritage should be excluded?
Intangible heritage must not be considered as a value “in itself”, but with regard to its content. Obviously many heritages of the past (e.g. some customs related to infantry, education, working conditions, hygienic conditions or the role of women in the society) are no longer acceptable in modern times since they are not “compatible with existing international human rights instruments, as well as with  the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals” (Convention, art. 2). Nevertheless is very important to keep historical memory of all the aspects of traditional culture.  
10. When attempting to raise awareness about intangible heritage, what kind of measures should be taken to avoid inappropriate use or access to it?
Is always necessary to emphasize the centrality of communities in every expression of   intangible heritage as well as in the way of its diffusion, stressing the role of local practitioners of traditional “savoir faire” and continuously stimulating the participation of local population to any event aimed to the enhancement of visibility and awareness of intangible heritage.
11. What kind of precautions should be taken to avoid possible negative effects resulting from enhanced visibility of certain forms of intangible heritage?
The main precaution to be taken is the correctness of the method adopted in enhancing visibility, that is to keep a very closed connection with the territory and the inhabitants to which intangible heritage belong. In the same is very important to stimulate the comparison and the dialogue between different expressions of cultural heritage in order to avoid the raising of a “local” ideology with the risk of a competitive use of the  cultural values belonging to the community. 

12. What ethical questions do you think need to be raised when promoting the intangible heritage of certain communities?
The first question we have to raise is about the human and ethical value of the content of intangible heritage, in order to avoid the survival of traditional practices which contradict humanity. The second question is about the way of promotion of intangible heritage that must always respect the authentic spirit of communities and be undertaken in co-operation with peoples to which these practices belong, avoiding the risk of “museification”, that is a devitalized approach to the living heritage. 

Additional comments
ANNEX 2: 
Summary of suggestions made by the Committee on Agenda item 7 (Istanbul, Turkey, 2-5 November 2008) and extracts from the Convention (Articles 13,14 and 15)

The Committee stressed that the working document on Agenda item 7 prepared by the Secretariat was too limited and therefore requested the Secretariat to enlarge the scope of the draft directives by addressing, in particular, the measures that should be taken not only at the international level but also at the national level, including those proposed in Articles 13, 14 and 15 of the Convention. 

Several Members of the Committee indicated that States Parties may take into account the experience of other conventions and programmes when developing awareness raising measures. They mentioned in particular the 1972 Convention because of the visibility given to the World Heritage List and the Convention on Biological Diversity because of effectively involving local communities in its implementation. Reference was also made to the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, the UN Commission on Sustainable Development and the extensive networks of the Durban Process. Some Members also proposed cooperation with development agencies and in particular with UN sustainable development programmes. The suggestion was also made to involving ICOMOS in case in which there is a link between tangible and intangible heritage. 

The Committee considered the term “visibility” too restrictive to reflect the different activities that encompass awareness-raising and outreach and thus preferred to use the term “awareness raising”. It further underlined that the purpose of the draft operational directives on raising awareness should be promoting and ensuring visibility of the 2003 Convention at the local, regional, and international level, with particular attention to the promotion of intercultural dialogue and cultural diversity worldwide. The use of national and international media, the creation of partnerships and the promotion of local festivals, traditional art gatherings and craft exhibitions were proposed as effective examples of means to this end. The Committee also suggested referring to grassroots communities, especially to the practitioners of intangible heritage, in order support its transmission. In this sense, good practices could be disseminated, in particular, through UNESCO’s website, in particular. 

Several delegations also recalled that States Parties together with the Committee have an obligation to promote the 2003 Convention and that they are the key actors in its implementation. An effective national implementation of the Convention was seen as a means in itself to raise awareness about intangible heritage and to respect it through the listing of intangible heritage items in national inventories or on the Representative List. Information meetings and symposiums both with an academic and journalistic approach where also proposed as means to enhance the visibility of the Convention, as well as its translation in local languages.

The Committee also highlighted that UNESCO should pay special attention to the public in general, especially to youth, and national and international experts. The Committee Members underscored the importance of formal and non-formal education to ensure the viability and enhance the visibility of living heritage. Educational material should be developed with the support of States Parties, and should include targeted training on safeguarding intangible heritage. Education on intangible heritage should also be included in school curricula. It was also stressed that the role to be played by national education systems in developing awareness raising policies could contribute to avoid “museification” and “folklorisation” of intangible heritage. 

The Committee further considered that the identification and analysis of potential threats to the intangible heritage resulting from increased visibility could be carried out. This might be necessary in cases that tourism or commercial activities may negatively affect the viability of the intangible heritage. 

Extract: Articles 13, 14 and 15 of the 2003 Convention

Article 13 – Other measures for safeguarding
To ensure the safeguarding, development and promotion of the intangible cultural heritage present in its territory, each State Party shall endeavour to: 

(a) adopt a general policy aimed at promoting the function of the intangible cultural heritage in society, and at integrating the safeguarding of such heritage into planning programmes; 

(b) designate or establish one or more competent bodies for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage present in its territory; 

(c) foster scientific, technical and artistic studies, as well as research methodologies, with a view to effective safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage, in particular the intangible cultural heritage in danger; 

(d) adopt appropriate legal, technical, administrative and financial measures aimed at: 

(i) fostering the creation or strengthening of institutions for training in the management of the intangible cultural heritage and the transmission of such heritage through forums and spaces intended for the performance or expression thereof; 

(ii) ensuring access to the intangible cultural heritage while respecting customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage; 

(iii) establishing documentation institutions for the intangible cultural heritage and facilitating access to them. 

Article 14 – Education, awareness-raising and capacity-building

Each State Party shall endeavour, by all appropriate means, to: 

(a) ensure recognition of, respect for, and enhancement of the intangible cultural heritage in society, in particular through: 

(i) educational, awareness-raising and information programmes, aimed at the general public, in particular young people;

(ii) specific educational and training programmes within the communities and groups concerned;

(iii) capacity-building activities for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage, in particular management and scientific research; and 

(iv) non-formal means of transmitting knowledge; 

(b) keep the public informed of the dangers threatening such heritage, and of the activities carried out in pursuance of this Convention; 

(c) promote education for the protection of natural spaces and places of memory whose existence is necessary for expressing the intangible cultural heritage. 

Article 15 – Participation of communities, groups and individuals

Within the framework of its safeguarding activities of the intangible cultural heritage, each State Party shall endeavour to ensure the widest possible participation of communities, groups and, where appropriate, individuals that create, maintain and transmit such heritage, and to involve them actively in its management. 
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