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General:

As a non-governmental organisation we can only offer our experience based on research and dissemination of the immaterial Cultural Heritage, in the specific area of our field of action. In this sense we can list some aspects of interest:

The important changes experienced in traditional customs due to a globalisation derived from the influence of the major communications media. However, this situation has occurred throughout history, to the point that in our area many of the “traditional” uses and customs correspond to “fashions” imported from elsewhere at specific moments.

Therefore, we consider that it is an important task to achieve a precise identification of the heritage that we wish to preserve. Thus, one of our first actions was to prepare a card index detailing each one of our uses and customs, not only the most outstanding ones but also the overall picture making up the identity of our towns and villages. For this purpose we took the end of the 19th century as our starting point, a period when all the features defining the identity of these communities in the first half of the 20th century became more clearly established. Most of them have a much more remote origin, but others arose at that time. 

In our own days we have found that there exists a growing interest in the recuperation and revitalisation of many lost traditions. However, several worrying aspects should be mentioned in this respect:

In many cases the interest is only superficial and finds no continuity. For a tradition to be maintained alive it must respond to a reality and to a determined behaviour in which it attains true significance. On many occasions, recreations are artificial, and though they arouse interest at first this declines very quickly. 

Frequently, we see that attempts are made to stimulate these practices by means of payments by official institutions, but on many occasions such aid produces unfortunate consequences. By attempting to “professionalise” the groups responsible for recreating them, such assistance often ends up by destroying those groups remaining in the ambit of the popular spontaneity which characterises them. This does not mean that the facilities provided for the celebration of all this type of activities are always negative. On the contrary, it is very important to promote, stimulate and generally to recognise the importance of this type of heritage.

In our opinion, the area of education is an important field of action. It is necessary to awaken the interest of the youngest members of the community in this type of tradition, and this is done successfully in many places. In our own area we have noticed significant failures. Curiously enough, we have observed that on occasion the introduction and development of traditions from elsewhere is encouraged. A priority task is the dissemination of the immaterial Cultural Heritage among the very young, making them participants in such traditions. They must not be mere spectators, but rather should feel part of the activities involved. 

Another area of great importance is that of the communications media. In them, those persons who are fighting to preserve the heritage can find the necessary stimulus, and above all an instrument for the dissemination of the heritage in ample sectors of the population. For this to be successful, reliable information is required far removed from clichés and excessive vulgarisation. In this respect, the task of research undertaken by entities dedicated to this activity is of decisive importance, and their collaboration is necessary. 

Raising public awareness on a national level

Within the limitations of our organization, we offer our replies to some points of the questionnaire:

3. We have already stressed the importance of education. In our experience we have experienced the success of some participative initiatives in which children are directly involved, performing tasks relating to specific aspects of this heritage. The collaboration of their teachers is basic, as is constancy in programming competitions, etc.

4. Given our characteristics, we must stress the task undertaken by entities like our own, concentrating mainly on research and dissemination of this heritage. One must have precise data, reliable documentation, collections as complete as possible, and in particular centres of reference capable of preserving this patrimonial legacy. 

5. The contribution of the communications media is decisive. In our area, the existence of a production company specialising in filming documentaries on traditions, lost crafts, etc., has been decisive, and its programmes shown on various television channels have produced a considerable repercussion. 

6. They may be so, but we are observing the risk involved in turning traditions into business opportunities and, particularly, in redirecting them towards their own interests. 

Raising public awareness on an international level

We shall never tire in stressing the outstanding importance of the work carried out by UNESCO, and the wisdom of pointing out the importance of the immaterial Cultural Heritage by means of the new convention. For this reason, it is our desire to be present in this process from the first moment.

Everything being undertaken by UNESCO is worthy of praise and support. In the specific case of the representative list, we consider it to be an initiative of special interest that might help to preserve the singular elements of many cultures, by spreading awareness of them.

However, we must insist on the interest within each cultural ambit of the overall group of activities that make up its personality, which even if they never receive international recognition nevertheless should not be overlooked or undervalued, but which on the contrary merit all our attention.     

