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1. GENERAL
1. Please briefly describe the general awareness in your country about the importance of intangible cultural heritage (as defined in Article 2 of the Convention).

[ You may wish to distinguish between the levels of visibility among different groups of population (youth, minorities, academic world, etc.), or the visibility of specific intangible heritage domains (such as music, oral traditions, performing arts, rituals, festival events, etc). You may also indicate why you consider it relevant, or not, to enhance awareness about the importance of the transmission of the intangible heritage. You may refer to some specific problems that you may encounter when doing so, and purpose possible solutions]
With regard to the general awareness, we would like to distinguish the levels of visibility among the following groups of population and we try to put it in terms of percentage in order to understand better. However, the percentage given or are very perfect but you may relay upon upto some extend.

Youth : This section of the population again divided into 1.Educated urban youth and 2. partially literate / illiterate rural youth  whose awareness level could be 50%  of the former and 25% in the case of later.
Minorities: Again we divide this category as Rural minority communities such as Christians and Muslims and Urban minority communities such as Christians and Muslims. Rural minority population’s awareness level is very low as we may put it as 20% of the population has got sort of awareness on importance of intangible cultural heritage wherein the urban has got it between 40-50%. 

Academics world: We have divided this category into Rural academic word  and Urban academic word based on the opportunity given and opportunities taken from the education oriented infrastructure available for these segment. Thus, from our experience and observation, we may give the weight age of 60% for the former and 40% for the later. The reason why we categorise this as two is there is no much difference for rural male and rural female’s awareness level in terms of academic word as these segments are receiving the opportunities equally and similarly for urban make and female sections are getting these awareness without sex discrimination. 

In terms of some specific intangible domains such as music, oral traditions, etc, we hereby provide the same way of weightage which in turn would help you to understand better.

Music: Now a days, educated youth both male and female are started giving importance for music and try to uphold the traditional way of music by way of undergoing the trainings and education even from the so called specialists and specialised educational institutions for example folk singers and teachers, carnatic vocal singers / teachers, vaaipattu ( vocal classical) teachers and training institutions after the big role played by the television. But for the rural male and female aspirants, there is a very little scope to learn from these teachers / institutions and also it involves fee which is very far away from their reach. So, the rural educated male and female youths are not that much aware of the intangible cultural heritage when compare to urban male and female youths. There are few schools available for their trainings which is available in big cities only.
Oral Tradition : The visibility of oral traditional musics and other forms of cultural folk forms are very much found among rural as it is available and reachable for the rural aspirants whereas the urban people need to go a long way to understand and learn the things from the rural area.
Performing Arts: The visibility of the performing arts ( classical) is rated by us between 50 to 60% for urban people and slightly it is lower when we compare for rural population as the former has got opportunities by means of institution setups run by private people and mass media.
 Rituals: It used to be kept strictly by the orthodox people of the some section of the rural community and we can even still found it among few urban orthodox community population and its awareness level of today’s generation is going down. 
Hence, it is between 40 to 50% of the population are aware of the rituals and to practice it in their families, it is hardly say 30% only, but at the same time we rated 60% among rural community who are also aware and practice the rituals. This is also started affecting the rural population now a day as the modern life style has a significant influence on the life style and rituals of rural population too.
Festival events: This is also slightly similar to those of rituals but the rural population has shown little higher interest to participate in the festival events say 60% than compare to urban 40% population.
The modern youth are not ready to practice the rituals and participate in the festivals as they think that these are meant for older people and they purposefully neglect and misbehave when their parents insist to practice. They are not ready to learn the customary practices of their caste and religion and if we give awareness on such thing, these practices could be retained. 
Awareness-raising at the national level

2.  How can practitioners and bearers of the intangible cultural heritage be effectively involved in raising awareness about the importance of their heritage, while respecting customary access to it?

There should be a continuous attempt from all side of the community and practitioners as they are the right people to take the issue to the general mass. So, make use of the existing artists to create awareness and imbibe the skills and qualities on younger generation. Cultural festivals, cultural competitions, cultural weeks, days could be observed and conducted in the rural and urban sides. Involve the mass media and let them also take the importance of the intangible cultural heritage to the unreached and under reached people. Special courses could be initiated with employment potentials. It should be developed in such a way to attract the modern youth. Involve the local government functionaries and rural cultural heritage centres could be started and strengthened. Sponsored state level and national level programs could be conducted and the importance of the same has to be taken to the general mass.

3. What role can formal and non-formal education play in raising awareness about the importance of  intangible cultural heritage? What kind of educational material could be developed for that purpose?

The formal education could serve the youth and student community to be educated on the importance of the intangible heritage of the nation while the informal education may concentrate the rural literate and illiterate youth / non student youth which also includes the working community and labours of unorganised sector.

The books, reading materials, CD form of educational materials, symposiums, workshops, seminars, competitions, mass media campaigns etc could be developed and kept as a tool to reach the educated youth while the pictorial form of educative materials ( IEC) , awareness education campaigns with innovative ideas by displays on their body, slogans, and other forms, competitions like who is who, where and what is depicted, etc., CD forms of materials, using pictures on rail tickets, bus tickets, and those are used by public everyday with an information, use SMS facility to make aware of the heritage through conduct some kind of lottery and puzzles and ask to answer the same and announce the prizes, etc., may be of useful. The producers of films and TV serials are to be used to convey the message instead of taking special episode to create awareness. Already some art directors and some cultural heritage lovers use it on their films. But, when we encourage this type of producers with some attracting incentives, more coverage and reach is possible.
The students of mass communication, journalism and cultural anthropology, history, sociology, folklore, folk arts,  music, and other related disciplines etc., may be used to conduct their research and practical exposures, trainings and laboratory practices could be kept as a curriculum and project work to demonstrate the importance of intangible cultural heritage.

An optional subject could be introduced in school and university level which can be studied and opted by any discipline students as an ancillary subject of their interest.  

4. What role can community centres, museums, archives and other similar entities play in raising awareness about intangible cultural heritage?

Community centres can make a big difference as it is not very popular in rural India. Most of the  museums are not serving their roles as museums or in other words , it is not attracting the public in such a way that the people of the local, national and international community should visit and learn things from their initiation. So, new strategies and methodologies have to be identified and developed to reach the goal.  School and college going students must have visited these entities as part of their education and it should be a compulsory one. Examinations and other practical way of educational attempt could be of helpful to create awareness effectively.   

5. How can various types of media contribute to raising awareness? (television, radio, films, documentaries, Internet, specialized publications, etc)

Nowadays, there are singing, dance, and another forms of cultural competitions are the main focus of all these mass media and they are making as a business. It can be also used to create awareness and use this platforms as an effective tool to disseminate the desired objectives. 

6. Can commercial activities related to intangible heritage contribute to raising awareness about its importance?

Yes, commercial activities also would make sense sometimes. But, the appropriate strategy has to be developed with the help of experts and initiate as a pilot program. One such example is print the puzzle in train tickets / bus tickets/ or bills of the big commercial showrooms / cinema show tickets and whoever answer will get attractive gifts and vouchers. This would allow the participants to explore more on the intangible culture and heritage and invisibly learn from doing so. Not only by the individuals but also the whole family would involve the activities. Similarly the SMS contest which is very famous now a days and if we can able to make use of the services of the service providers, it has a larger reach.

A workshop and discussions in this regard would be of useful to identify more innovative thoughts in this regard.
7. Can enhanced visibility and awareness of the intangible heritage lead to income-generating activities?
Yes, there will be increased sales through the vendors, small business farms, cottage industries, shop keepers, hotel industry, and tourism development departments when there is a proper propagation and awareness on the sites, and its visibility. How come one is informed that this field would fetch income for their family and self?. It could be taught through courses, educational institutions, NGOs, specialized trainings and programs, etc., and thereby the concern people would find an income generating activity in lines with the visibility and awareness.

Awareness-raising at the international level

8.  What kind of actions and tools do you expect the UNESCO Secretariat to develop in order to assist the States parties in enhancing awareness about the intangible heritage?

       [such as the collection and dissemination of information, the development and maintenance of a             

 Website, the production of the information materials, the constitution of the repository of audiovisual materials, the launching of the international campaigns, the development of the partnerships, the participation in the international congresses, the provision of the information to other UN agencies and other international organizations, etc)]     

Develop Community Based Organisations of the concern subjects ( for example folk arts) would be of helpful. Another attempt could be initiate training centres and develop the regional level training centres which may focus the importance of their region. The close coordination with the government departments and ministers for an effective  involvement. The Local body / governments / elected body representatives could be involved in all our attempts and Local NGO’s capacity building programs and involve them on all such activities would be very helpful. The UNESCO secretariat should identify right action oriented programs as well action oriented institutional setups too.

9. The Representative List of the intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity is established under Article 16 of the convention “in order to ensure better visibility of the intangible cultural heritage and awareness of its significance, and to encourage dialogue which respects cultural diversity”. What Kind of the specific measures should be taken to achieve these objectives?

Keep dialogue with concern stakeholders and state parties which could be done through consultation meetings, paper presentations, action plans presentation by the examiners  / NGOs, other action oriented events and programs such as seminars, workshops, thematic discussions, visibility options identifications, etc could be the measures to achieve these objectives. 

10. How can the programmes, projects and activities that best reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention, as referred to in Article 18, contribute to raising awareness about the importance of the intangible heritage?

It should make the people to sensitise the importance of the focused object. The appropriate time, action, and programs to appropriate groups will have greater impact on the reach of the objectives.
11. Through what means can the committee disseminate best practices, as referred to in paragraph 3 of  the Article 18?
Printable forms and educational materials for school & college syllabus, artist community of the concern, radio, TV, NEWS magazines, public awareness programs such as street play, drama, campaigns, advertisements in mass media, etc. will make effective dissemination. Special weeks can be celebrated in the concern area and seasons of its concern.  
Threats related to awareness-raising

12.    When applying awareness-raising measures, what aspects or elements of the intangible heritage            should be excluded?

If it is going to be a harmful one to the intangible heritage be it in any farm, it should not be included. And we should try to foresee the consequences of the particular action and may have a lengthy discussions with experts and such consultations would help us to avoid such mistakes. 

13.    When attempting to raise awareness about intangible heritage, what kind of measures should be

           taken to avoid inappropriate use or access to it?


There should be clarity on the part of planning events, programs, make trials, selection of theme, selection of action and be clear on what is going to be happened? And how is it going to make impact?, whom and where, when etc need to be spelled out well in before we plan for such programs. If we clear in these aspects, there won’t be any confusion and inappropriateness.

14.   What kind of precautions should be taken to avoid possible negative effects results from enhanced visibility of certain forms of the intangible heritage?

Regular monitoring and evaluation and other cross checking measures has to be carried out when we implement such enhancement. The public opinion pole, discussions, and research study has to be initiated on this subject and identify possible negative effects.
15.   What ethical do you think need to be raised when promoting the intangible heritage of certain     

            Communities?


The identification of the particular community’s speciality, appraise their good practice, give ear to their opinion, and take from them the good suggestions, and learn from them to do best action, and involve them to promote their culture and heritage. Do not ask any cultural sensitive questions and practices.
       Additional Comments

ANNEX 2:     Summary of suggestions made by the committee on Agenda item 7   (Istanbul, Turkey, 2-5 November 2008) and extracts from the Convention (Articles  13,14 and 15)

The Committee stressed that the working document on agenda item 7 prepared by the Secretariat was too limited and therefore requested the Secretariat to enlarge the scope of the draft directives by addressing, in particular, the measures that should be taken not only at the international level but also at the national level, including those proposed in Articles 13, 14 and 15 of the Convention.

Several Members of the committee indicated that States Parties may take into account the experience of other conventions and programmes when developing awareness raising measures. They mentioned I particular the 1972 Convention because of the visibility given to the World Heritage List and the Convention on Biological Diversity because of effectively involving local communities in its implementation. Reference was also made to the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Process. Some Members also proposed cooperated with development agencies and in particular with UN sustainable development programmes. The suggestion was also made to involving ICOMOS in case in which there is a link between tangible and intangible heritage.
The Committee considered the term ‘visibility’ too restricted to reflected the different activities that encompass awareness-raising and outreach and thus preferred to use the term “awareness-raising”. Its further underlined that the purpose of the draft operational directives on raising awareness should be promoting and ensuring visibility of the 2003 convention at the local, regional and international level, with particular attention to the promotion of the intercultural dialogue and cultural diversity worldwide. The use of national and international media, the creation of the partnerships and the promotion of the local festivals, traditional art gatherings and craft exhibitions were proposed as effective examples of means to this end. The Committee also suggested referring to grassroots communities, especially to the practitioners of the intangible heritage, in order support its transmission. In this sense, good practices could be disseminated, in particular, through UNESCO’s website, in particular.
Several delegations also recalled that States Parties together with the Committee have an obligation to promote the 2003 Convention and that they are the key actors in its implementation. An effective national implementation of the Convention was seen as a means in itself to raise awareness about intangible heritage and to the Respective List. Information meetings and symposiums both with an academic and journalistic approach where also proposed as a means to enhance the visibility of the convention , as well as its transition in local languages.
The committee also highlighted that UNESCO should pay attention to the public in general, especially to youth, and international experts. The Committee members underscored the importance of the formal and non formal education to ensure the visibility and enhance the visibility of living heritage. Educational material should be safeguarding with the support of State of Parties, and should include targeted training on safeguarding intangible heritage. Education on intangible heritage should be included in school curricula. It was also stressed that the role to be played by national education systems in developing awareness raising policies could contribute to avoid “museification” and “folklorisation” of intangible heritage.
The committee further considered that the identification and analysis of potential threats to the intangible heritage resulting from increased visibility could be carried out. This might be necessary cases that tourism or commercial activities may negatively affect the viability of the intangible heritage.

Extract : Article 13, 14 and 15 of the 2003 Convention

Article 13 – Other measures for safeguarding

To ensure the safeguarding, development and promotion of the intangible cultural heritage present in its territory, each Sate Party shall endeavour to :

a. adopt a general policy aimed at promoting the function of the intangible cultural heritage in society, and at integrating the safeguarding of such heritage into planning programmes:
b. designate or establish one  or more competent bodies for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage present in its territory;

c. foster scientific, technical and artistic studies, as well as research methodologies, with a view to effective safeguarding of the intangible establishing cultural heritage, in particular the intangible cultural heritage in danger;

d. adopt appropriate legal, technical, administrative and financial measures aimed at;
i. fostering the creation or strengthening of institutions for training in the management of the intangible cultural heritage and the transmission of such heritage through forums and spaces intended for the performance or expression thereof;
ii. ensuring access to the intangible cultural heritage while respecting customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage;
iii. establishing documentation institutions for the intangible cultural heritage and facilitating access to them

Article 14 – Education, awareness-raising and capacity-building

Each State Party shall  endeavour, by all appropriate means, to:

(A) ensure recognition of, respect for, and enhancement of the intangible cultural heritage in society, in particular through:

(i) educational, awareness-raising and information programmes, aimed at the general  public, in particular young people;

(ii) specific educational and training programmes within the communities and groups concerned;
(iii) capacity-building activities for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage, in particular management and scientific research; and

(iv) non-formal means of transmitting knowledge;

(B) Keep the public informed of the dangers threatening such heritage, and of the activities carried out in pursuance of this Convention;

(C) Promote education for the protection of natural spaces and places of memory whose existence is necessary for expressing the intangible cultural heritage.
Article 15- Participation of communities, groups and individuals

Within the framework of its safeguarding activities of the intangible cultural heritage, each State Party shall endeavour to ensure the widest possible participation of the communities, groups and where appropriate, individuals that create, maintain and transmit such heritage, and to involve them actively in its management. 

