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General

1. Please briefly describe the general awareness in your country about the importance of intangible cultural heritage (as defined in Article 2 of the Convention). 
The awareness regarding the Convention on Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) and the specific terminology attributed to it is not widespread. However, there is a recent increase in the familiarity with the concept as defined by UNESCO. While the NGOs involvement in ICH is not at the desirable level yet, local authorities and municipalities show an increasing interest in the subject, through local initiatives. 

In this sense, especially performing arts (such as music, folk dance, traditional theatre, etc.) handicrafts and festive events are gaining popularity.

ICH elements belonging to smaller groups, however, have less visibility and therefore are more limited in terms of transmission.
Awareness-raising at the national level

2. How can practitioners and bearers of the intangible cultural heritage be effectively involved in raising awareness about the importance of their heritage, while respecting customary access to it?
An important area of involvement would be the contribution of the practitioners and bearers in non-formal training programs, where they would have a wider opportunity to transmit their knowledge, skills, etc. to the groups of interest.
3. What role can formal and non-formal education play in raising awareness about the importance of intangible cultural heritage? What kind of educational materials could be developed for that purpose?
While non-formal training programs will be an important platform of transmission, inclusion of ICH in formal education will contribute greatly to the general awareness among the public. Especially in formal education, access of students to ICH elements could be enhanced through field studies to sites of ICH, observation of performances, meetings and interviews with practitioners and bearers, workshops where participants engage directly in practice. 
4. What role can community centres, museums, archives and other similar entities play in raising awareness about intangible cultural heritage? 
ICH museums where visitors not only simply observe ethnographic elements but also go through an experiential learning would play an important role in raising awareness. Use of recent technology (audio-visual technologies, live performances, 3-D presentations, re-enactment, etc.) could enhance this experiential process. 
5. How can various types of media contribute to raising awareness? (television, radio, films, documentaries, Internet, specialized publications, etc.) 
Any kind of media could contribute to raising awareness of ICH. Internet, particularly, could contribute to the reach to the youth.
6. Can commercial activities related to intangible heritage contribute to raising awareness about its importance? 
It can be for sharing information on intangible cultural heritage or introducing the representative list of the intangible cultural heritage of humanity.
7. Can enhanced visibility and awareness of the intangible heritage lead to income-generating activities?
Yes. As the visibility and awareness increase, certain elements (handicrafts, food, etc.) of ICH  could constitute valid areas of income generation. Furthermore, awareness raising activities would indirectly help other creative sectors in terms of providing them with new areas of focus.
Awareness-raising at the international level 

8. What kind of actions and tools do you expect the UNESCO Secretariat to develop in order to assist the States Parties in enhancing awareness about the intangible heritage? 
[such as the collection and dissemination of information, the development and maintenance of a website, the production of information materials, the constitution of a repository of audiovisual materials, the launching of international campaigns, the development of partnerships, the participation in international congresses, the provision of information to other UN agencies and other intergovernmental organizations, etc.)]
In addition to abovementioned activities, the following are deemed to be helpful;
The Secretariat could provide the State Parties with guidelines regarding the safeguarding of ICH.
The secretariat could also work on the coordination and integration of two conventions (2003 and 2005) and also emphasize the applicability of the conventions among State Parties with relevant .
In order to increase awareness, cooperation with UNWTO would be an important progress. The promotion of ICH in and through tourism may not only increase awareness but also contribute to income generation.
9. The Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity is established under Article 16 of the Convention “in order to ensure better visibility of the intangible cultural heritage and awareness of its significance, and to encourage dialogue which respects cultural diversity". What kind of specific measures should be taken to achieve these objectives?
One important area of activity could be in the promotion of the ICH elements through utilizing UNESCO’s network of communication. In addition to the registration of elements in the list, UNESCO could act as the chief promoter, reminder or even organizer of the anniversaries or special dates related to the elements, in a regular fashion. Besides helping to keep these elements more living and accessible in the international platform, such activities would contribute to intercultural dialogue and tolerance.
10. How can the programmes, projects and activities that best reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention, as referred to in Article 18, contribute to raising awareness about the importance of the intangible heritage?
11. Through what means can the Committee disseminate best practices, as referred to in paragraph 3 of Article 18?
It can be disseminated by committee’s official web page and workshop or symposia of project presentation. 
Internet, TV, radio, press and similiar media could also be utilized in the dissemination process.

Threats related to awareness-raising

12. When applying awareness-raising measures, what aspects or elements of the intangible heritage should be excluded?
All studies and applications should be carried out in respect and complete conformance to the bearers or practitioners’ understanding. Elements which are considered intimate by the practitioners should never be included in presentations.
13. When attempting to raise awareness about intangible heritage, what kind of measures should be taken to avoid inappropriate use or access to it?
Copyright should be regulated. Some research centers, publishers or non-governmental organizations should be accredited for marketing books, music and video records, and artifacts on intangible heritage.
Necessary regulations should be put in force nationally to prevent such undesirable practices, which can again be encouraged by UNESCO in the international platform.

14. What kind of precautions should be taken to avoid possible negative effects resulting from enhanced visibility of certain forms of intangible heritage?
Safeguarding can cause stabile community or community become market. That’s why committee should remain frequently aim of the convention for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage.
15. What ethical questions do you think need to be raised when promoting the intangible heritage of certain communities?
An important point to bear in mind to resolve any ethical conflicts, is that in any study, research, promotional or artistic activity regarding ICH, the bearers or practitioners should be defined as the primary beneficiary. Therefore any activity that doesn’t give the priority to the benefits of the bearers, should be discouraged.
Additional Comments: 
1. UNESCO Secretariat and the States Parties through organizing encouraging studies should facilitate the procedures for the non-party states to be involved in the process. 

2. ICH Funds should be created and supported and to ensure this aim, resources acquired through ICH activities should be transferred to the Fund. The Fund should receive a certain share in the financial resources gained by the tickets sold at the activities such as festivals, performances etc., which should also be specified on the tickets. 

3. Any kind of scientific and artistic activity should be organized to ensure experience and knowledge exchange between States Parties and experts and every scientific and artistic activity held by research centers, institutes and non-governmental organizations should be supported considering the available fund and budget resources to be created. 

4.  Studies and activities should be conducted in regard to ensuring effective participation of the groups, communities and individuals concerned in the progress as well as creating income, while publicizing, for them. Living Human Treasures Programs should be fostered particularly within the scope of National Inventory. Encouraging measures and legislative studies should be enforced for the masters of traditional professions and art in the problem of finding apprentice. 

5. States Parties should translate the Convention into their own language and publish it on the website. States Parties should share the activities in progress at national level with NGOs and other nations via establishing multi-lingual web sites. 

6. Intangible Cultural Heritage should be included in the process of formal and informal education so as to disseminate and raise awareness of the Convention in the civil society. Within this context, ICH should effectively be included in the Curriculum as a compulsory course at schools and at radio and television broadcastings as well. In that sense, at secondary school level, Turkey has included intangible cultural heritage as an optional course for four years, which has a great contribution to the “visibility”. 

7.  UNESCO Secretariat should proclaim “Intangible Cultural Heritage Day” for worldwide celebrations. States Parties should also make efforts for celebrating the “day” at national level. 

8. Rules and procedures in using and issuing a logo for the cultural products created out of ICH should be set out. 

9. National offices of ICH should be strengthened and the number of the persons performing at this field should be increased as well. To this respect, new job opportunities in the fields of ICH Teaching, ICH Museums and Archives Management and ICH Research should be created and supported.

10. ICH Museums should be established, where the products should be displayed for sale. In addition to these, the market share of those products should be enhanced. 

11.  While strengthening the existing ones, new regional cooperation organizations should be founded. In this context, exchange process should be encouraged for the students and academicians of the departments conducting ICH studies.                        
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