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General

1. Please briefly describe the general awareness in your country about the importance of intangible cultural heritage (as defined in Article 2 of the Convention). 

[You may wish to distinguish between the levels of visibility among different groups of population (youth, minorities, academic world, etc.), or the visibility of specific intangible heritage domains (such as music, oral traditions, performing arts, rituals, festive events, etc.). You may also indicate why you consider it relevant, or not, to enhance awareness about the importance of the transmission of the intangible heritage. You may refer to some specific problems that you may encounter when doing so, and propose possible solutions] 

Intangible cultural heritage (further – ICH) is a crucial part of culture in Latvia. There are different levels of visibility to different parts of our intangible cultural heritage. Mainly the distinction is to be done between the 

1) Song and Dance Celebration tradition (proclaimed a Masterpiece of Oral and Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity in 2003) that is a common event at national level taking place every five years with participation of thousands of choir singers and dancers, and

2) Practice of local traditions (traditional craftsmanship, oral traditions and expressions, social practices, festive events at local level in communities in all regions of Latvia)

The level and scope of practising certain ICH domains (at national, regional, local level) as well as the number of practitioners involved (thirty eight thousands (38 601 in 2008) for the Song and Dance Celebration or small community for local traditions) influences significantly the awareness of certain ICH domains in Latvia. 

Concerning the number of persons in Latvia involved in practising different expressions of ICH the recent statistics demonstrates that there are 61,8 thousand participants in diverse groups of ICH expressions (choirs, dance groups, brass bands, folk groups, folk art studios) which is 2,73 persons per 100 inhabitants of Latvia.

According to this situation the Song and Dance Celebration is the best known tradition in Latvian society and the last celebration in 2008 was a moment of national unity with a strong involvement of nearly whole society in the Celebration process
. At the meantime practice of local traditions is visible and the awareness of them is present at local level and among researchers.

1) Local level: where the concrete ICH expressions are a significant part of community’s cultural identity, and there is a significant number of practitioners – both 

· Individuals: craftsmen (that have inherited skills and knowledge of crafts, and practising individually or in craftsmen studios, organisations
), narrators (bearers of living oral traditions, singing, knowing and telling music playing traditions; often unified in ethnographic ensembles (mostly women) that safeguard and through non-formal education transmit expressions of local folk traditions), storytellers (there is a developing storytelling movement currently in Latvia, diverse storytelling events are taking place and significantly raising the public awareness of this tradition
) and other; and

· groups (groups of performing arts, ethnographic ensembles, folk groups, non-governmental organisations established by traditional communities); 

2) among researchers: there is a growing activity in the academic field to study ICH expressions and their safeguarding process and instruments from diverse perspectives – ethnological, ethnomusicological, sociological, legal and other. 

· Important role is played by Archives of Latvian Folklore
 that is the oldest and most significant research institution in the field of ICH, established in 1924 and working on documentation as well as public accessibility of documented testimonies (written, audio, video) of Latvian ICH. The Dainu skapis - Cabinet of Folk-songs that currently is located in the Archives was inscribed in 2001 upon the UNESCO Memory of the World International Register. The folk-songs of the cabinet are digitalised and accessible to public on the Internet (www.dainuskapis.lv).

· Higher education establishments
 / there are ICH issues covered in different programmes of higher education in Latvia including academic research, field studies on diverse expressions on ICH and its safeguarding measures. Education this way already functions as a mean for raising awareness, learning and transmitting living traditions. 

Problems and eventual solutions:

1) There is a strong dominance of awareness on Song and Dance Celebration tradition that is to be significantly enhanced with the awareness on the diversity of local traditions.

2) Frequently local traditions bearers are known only by researchers thus an awareness raising work is to be done to inform the society on the existence of the diverse expressions of the ICH.

3) Education should play a significant role in raising awareness on the ICH issues, and life-long learning is an important educational tool that is to be used as a safeguarding measure.

Awareness-raising at the national level

2. How can practitioners and bearers of the intangible cultural heritage be effectively involved in raising awareness about the importance of their heritage, while respecting customary access to it?

The involvement of the practicioners and bearers of the intangible cultural heritage is taking place and being favoured in Latvia in different distinctive ways:

1) local initiatives from individuals, groups and communities; active involvement of local tradition bearers and practitioners as well as non-governmental organisations working on ICH matters – transmission, identification, documentation etc.;

2) national and municipal policy and institutional initiatives; including work of culture and education institutions as museums, libraries, research institutions and other, working on the safeguarding, awareness raising of ICH.

Both of these models demand a strong cooperation among diverse stakeholders and partners in order to link efforts and competences to reach a common goal – safeguarding of the diversity of the living ICH in Latvia.

Case study – good practice

An example of good practice and strong cooperation established are the activities concerning the safeguarding of the Suiti community
 and its cultural space and living ICH. The Suiti community implements an aimful work to safeguard their traditions. They have established a non-governmental organisation “Ethnic cultural centre “Suiti”” and they have developed close cooperation with different committed partners – Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Latvia, Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Latvia and their subsidiary bodies, Latvian National Commission for UNESCO, municipalities, scholars and researchers. The most significant results of the Suiti activities in 2007-2009 :

1) The “Ethnic cultural centre “Suiti”” has acquired a financial assistance of 71 000 EUR in total for diverse ICH safeguarding projects, including education initiatives, transmission of ICH and other;

2) The nomination file “Suiti Cultural Space” prepared and submitted to UNESCO List of ICH for urgent safeguarding, including the production of a video in both Latvian and English on the living traditions of the Suiti community;

3) Studio for traditional weaving established. Mainly community’s women are widely participating and learning weaving techniques, it has a significant input also on the know-how for producing traditional costumes within the Suiti community. The studio also has a social function as it provides a meaningful activity for community’s elderly persons and links them to the younger generation (pupils, students of the community);

4) The Children Music School of Alsunga (one of the Suiti municipalities) will lounch a new program on Traditional Music based on the musical traditions of the Suiti community in September 2009. The program was presented in Alsunga on 21 May 2009 at the occasion of the conference “Intangible culural heritage in education”;

5) Currently in progress there is an initiative to elaborate a new formal education curriculum for the Alsunga Secondary School by providing a separate course on the history of the Suiti community which would include also the education on community’s ICH.

3. What role can formal and non-formal education play in raising awareness about the importance of intangible cultural heritage? What kind of educational materials could be developed for that purpose?

The formal and non-formal education is one of the most important as well as effective means for enhancing the transmission and safeguarding of the ICH. The answer provided to the question 2. gives already certain examples on the ways how education is used in Latvia (refering to the case of the Suiti community which at the meantime is only one example among others present in Latvia) with a strong conviction that education at different levels (kinder-garden, primary, secondary school, higher education, research etc.) has a strong capacity to enhance the safeguarding of the ICH. 

Case sudy – good practices

There are several results to be mentioned concerning the already implemented initatives for the integration of the ICH in education, the most significant results of the previous years in Latvia are:

1) 2006 – Ethnomusicology programme is launched at the Music Academy of Latvia; scholars and students are participating actively in the documentation, research and awareness raising on the ICH in Latvia. From autumn 2009 students will be involved also in educational work in order to favour the safeguarding of disappearing local traditions and to enhace the consciousness of young generation on the value of the ICH.

2) 2007 – Culture College of Latvia launches a study programme “Administration of art institutions – culture management with speciality in traditional culture”.

3) September 2009 – a study programme “Traditional music” will be launced at Children Music School of Alsunga that will be the first program in the system of music schools of Latvia that will be concentrated on the living ICH within the domain of music. There is a strong conviction that this model should be in future applied also in different other regions of Latvia and in other music schools, each time adapting the program to local traditions.

The conference which took place on 21 May 2009 “Intangible culural heritage in education” was a meaningful and also very positivly oriented discussion among different actors, institutions, raising the issues about the ICH in education at different levels and under different forms. 

Culture education policy in Latvia is certainly in favour of integrating ICH in education. There are different possibilities to integrate ICH in formal and non-formal education in Latvia, some of them are already in use and other still have their possibilities to be further developed:

1) primary and secondary schools: possibility to elaborate education programmes on ICH; option by each school to devote certain number of lessons within the general curriculum to issues relating ICH;

2) professional schools: ICH issues are already covered by certain programmes, to mention several – traditional crafts, culture management and other;

3) higher education: different aspects of ICH are already integrated in programmes of Latvian Academy of Culture (programme on traditional culture), Music Academy of Latvia (ethnomusicology), Art Academy of Latvia (traditional techniques) and others;

4) life-long learning: different programmes developed by different institutions and in different regions; local communities and their organisations have good possibilities to develop activities organising meetings, seminars, workshops and other ativities and involving different generations and thus favouring the generation dialogue and transmission of the ICH;

5) interest education: the network of interest education activites is well developed in Latvia and favoured by the work of State Youth Initiative Centre of Latvia. Currently 65% of 250 000 pupils are involved in different interest education activities – folk groups, crafts studios, singing and dancing groups – this system is of crucial importance for assuring the continuity of the Song and Dance Celebration tradition in Latvia.

6) Safeguarding of the ICH is currently also one of the top themes in the UNESCO ASP network schools in Latvia. ASP school pupils are involved in diverse projects concerning the identification, documentation and learning of the ICH at their local communities. 

For the purpose of involving pupils in the documentation process a methodological material has been elaborated by the experts of the ICH
 providing practical information for teachers in order to develop practical skills of pupils on secondary school level to participate in ICH documentation acitivies.  

Thus there are diverse possibilities to strengthen the role of education within the safeguarding of the ICH both by providing formal programs and materials on specific aspects of the ICH as well as by providing general methodological guidelines on diverse means for safeguarding the ICH. 

The role of UNESCO could be to favour this second option by elaborating and providing general and practical materials on the possibilities to enrich the link between the ICH and education in diverse education levels and diverse formal contexts.

4. What role can community centres, museums, archives and other similar entities play in raising awareness about intangible cultural heritage?

The role of the mentioned institutions can be characterised by certain examples how these institutions are involved in the process of safeguarding the ICH in Latvia:

1) community centres: there are different models how communities implement common activities and establish certain organisational framework. This is being done either by establishing a non-governmental organisation or private organisation or an entity with a direct state or municipality's assistance. All of these forms further the level of activity of the community. 

To mention several examples : non-governmental organisation “Ethnic cultural centre “Suiti”” (www.suitunovads.lv), the association of livs of Latvia (www.livonia.lv), The Culture Management Centre “Lauska” (www.lauska.lv), Latgale Art and Craft Centre (Līvāni) (www.latgalesamatnieki.lv), The Latvian Chamber of Crafts (www.lak.lv), North Kurzeme Craft Consultation Centre (Ventspils) (www.ventspils.lv);

2) museums (www.muzeji.lv): museums serve as widely accessible, educational and research centres that among other such institutions have a function to accumulate, document and safeguard the values of material and intangible cultural heritage in order to enrich the collection of the museum and at the meantime to provide wider knowledge for society. Museums work significantly on the awareness raising on cultural heritage, including the ICH issues, and the methods of work are becoming more and more attractive for different generations and wider public;

3) archives (www.arhivi.lv): archives play a significant role in storing and assuring the accessibility of the documentary heritage of Latvia, including the documentation on the expressions of the ICH present in Latvia;

4) libraries: state, municipal and school libraries are important actors in local communities, in information networks and learning processes at diverse moments and contexts. Therefore the role of libraries should be recognised as having a crucial value. Libraries are education, information and culture institutions that also work on awareness rising on the ICH matters, mainly by assuring the storing, systematising, establishing catalogues and bibliography on the ICH expressions and documents and making it accessible to general public. The project “Latvian National Digital Library Letonica” (www.lnb.lv/en/home/learn-more-about-the-new-nll).is becoming a significant tool for assuring the accessibility of diverse resources and documents on the ICH in Latvia.

5. How can various types of media contribute to raising awareness? (television, radio, films, documentaries, Internet, specialized publications, etc.)

Media also plays an important role in shaping the general opinion of society on certain issues. Therefore a regular work on informing the society on ICH issues is of importance and should be favoured by the work of national media. Cooperation among national and municipal institutions and private media, also support of the work of regional and local media that are closer to local communities can enhance the consciousness of the communities themselves on the values of their ICH.

1) national television / there are diverse possibilities to integrate ICH issues within the programme of national television – emissions on cultural actualities (including the ICH issues, events), emissions particularly on ICH, emissions on good practices of safeguarding the ICH, which is in a way with a common goal to raise awareness and the consciousness of the value of the ICH. Latvian National Television is currently seekin a new format for speaking on the ICH matters in order to address wider public possible including youth. Programmes have been also developed on ethnic minorities (russians, georgians, moldavs and other) and their expressions of the ICH resulting in rich video material (published in DVD format);

2) national radio: National Radio of Latvia is practicing diverse formats for speaking about the ICH issues – information on actualities (a programme in May 2009 was devoted to the issue of integrating the ICH in formal and non-formal education at the occasion of the 21 May 2009 conference “Intangible cultural heritage and education” that took place in Alsunga, Latvia), interviews, radio games, special emissions devoted to the ICH issues;

3) private initiatives: production of documentaries is a practice by different private initiatives that finds financial assistance for instance in State Culture Capital Foundation and that results in documentary films on ICH bearers – narrators, storytellers – strong personnalities important in the continuity of the ICH;

4) Internet: answers on previous questions alredy indicates that Internet is a significant medium that is widely used in the sphere of safeguarding the ICH in Latvia – reflecting both the work of certain institutions or private initatives and practices. Internet is also a good media that unifies the form of Information Technologies as a characteristic aspect of our time and the ICH as a content – having its roots in traditions, continuity. This unity creates also a positive connotation for ICH as being alive and contextualised by the contemporary time;

5) audio publications: there are a number of audio publications issued during recent years in Latvia that has been broadly a private initative but also with a financial assistance from state institutions. There is a range of audio publications that reflects also the diversity of the ICH in Latvia and certainly it is to be regarded as a valuable impact in the transmission process; 

6) publications & several media: Institute of Literature, Folklore and Art, that is established by the University of Latvia, has started a publication series “Traditional Music in Latvia” up to now with two publications - “Singers of Medņeva”  and “Antology of Latvian traditional music”. These publications are prepared by using commonly different media – published as a book having a rich text material it also has a video material on DVD and an audio material on CD added to the publication.

6. Can commercial activities related to intangible heritage contribute to raising awareness about its importance? 

There are examples in Latvia where commercial activites do raise awareness about ICH. The most visible commercial activities that have certain recognition in the society have been::

1) fair of traditional crafts: organised on the first weekend of june every year at the Ethnographic open-air museum of Latvia )(www.ltg.lv/english/brivdabas.muzejs) it is one of the most significant annual events on raising visibility of ICH. There is a large number of people coming to the fair and thus getting to know the diversity of traditional crafts as the expression of ICH. The paticipants of the fair are recognised craftsmen – bearers of tradition and quality of their work. The fair raises the recognition of craftsmen. Paralelly there are concerts of folk groups as well as demonstrations of traditional crafts taking place.

2) World music festival “Porta” (www.festivalporta.lv) is among the most recognised and visible festivals in Latvia including concerts, demonstrations of documentaries, workshops. In spite it is commercially oriented nevertheless it raises the interest of Latvian society on diverse ICH expressions (singing, playing traditional instruments) of different nations (including latvian) and in both traditional and contemporary/ modern interpretations.

Events and activities of this kind raise the interest of the society and inform on diverse processes of safeguarding and practicing of the ICH in Latvia and abroad.

7. Can enhanced visibility and awareness of the intangible heritage lead to income-generating activities?

The enhanced visibility, awareness of the society indeed can favour the income-generating activities firstly concerning the traditional crafts. The demand for traditional products has lead to higher incomes for bearers of traditional know-how that also stimulates their involvement in the practice of the tradition.

Positive financial effect can be found also in the production of traditional costumes both by local communities themselves and professionals. Awareness of ICH and enhanced activity of practicing it favours increasing demand also for producing traditional costumes. The same effect is also visible concerning the traditional instruments. Already now in Latvia the demand for traditional instrument kokle is bigger than the capacity of masters to prepare the instruments. This way a high demand favours not only the income-generation but also the transmission of certain knowledge and its continuation while at the same time bringing economic motivation and impulsion.

Thus the visibility of ICH and augmenting demand for certain ICH expressions in a certain way favours the safeguarding of ICH. However there are also certain problematic aspects linked to the financial issue: for instance the lack of information in the society about ICH can lead to simplifying the value to the ICH, as it can favour an offer lacking quality and having superficial link to the ICH.

Awareness-raising at the international level 

8. What kind of actions and tools do you expect the UNESCO Secretariat to develop in order to assist the States Parties in enhancing awareness about the intangible heritage? 

[such as the collection and dissemination of information, the development and maintenance of a website, the production of information materials, the constitution of a repository of audiovisual materials, the launching of international campaigns, the development of partnerships, the participation in international congresses, the provision of information to other UN agencies and other intergovernmental organizations, etc.)]

There are several activities where the assistance and involvement of UNESCO Secretariat could bring a fruitful impact and favour the safeguarding and awareness raising of ICH:

1) exchange of experiences: in order to learn about safeguarding practice in other communities, countries and their activities carried out, it would be necessary to support and further such an exchange : study trips, seminars, workshops, especially for the members of communities and their non-governmental organisations. These activities would then empower the communities in strengthening their interest, sense of responsibility and consciousness concerning safeguarding of their ICH. The assistance of UNESCO Secretariat could be by advising and helping in this exchange of information and best practices among States Parties and communities; assisting financially to the projects of study trips;

2) exchange of methodologies: there are different experiences and practices concerning the practical means for enhancing the safeguarding of and awareness about ICH. The role of UNESCO Secretariat could be support of exchange of these methodologies, eventually financial assistance to their translation and publication; this could be also linked to the issues of education concerning the practical methods for educational work and means for safeguarding the ICH;

3) communities' websites: financial assistance from the UNESCO Secretariat could be provided to the initiatives of the local communities to use Internet as a medium for awareness raising on their ICH expressions and thus to elaborate Internet sites devoted to certain ICH expressions, this activity could also enhance the cooperation among culture and communication and information sectors of UNESCO;

4) networking: UNESCO Internet site devoted to ICH could serve a platform for exchanging information on diverse actors involved in the safeguarding issues of the ICH (communities, scholars, researchers, students, pupils and other); the platform could serve as a mean for developing cooperation, common projects and initiatives;

5) exchange of good practices: UNESCO Internet site devoted to ICH could also serve as a medium to distribute information on good practices on safeguarding ICH or solving certain issues linked to a long-term objectives for safeguarding ICH;

6) fund-raising: UNESCO Secretariat could also assist communities and states by providing information on diverse international means of fund-raising that could be directly used by comunities or states in order to work on the safeguarding of the ICH.

9. The Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity is established under Article 16 of the Convention “in order to ensure better visibility of the intangible cultural heritage and awareness of its significance, and to encourage dialogue which respects cultural diversity". What kind of specific measures should be taken to achieve these objectives?

The Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity is certainly an international tool that could favour the visibility of the ICH at international as well as national and local level. It could contribute to national and local activities to appreciate the value of the diversity of ICH.

The explicit and visually rich (including photo, audio, video materials) information would be welcome on the UNESCO Internet site www.unesco.org in order to serve as an educational source for getting acquainted with the diversity of the ICH of the world. Making parallels with the World Heritage awareness raising tools the ICH visibility could be enhanced by :

1) elaborating an international methodological material for youth to work on ICH issues and thus to favour their involvement in safeguarding ICH worldwide having a strong commitment and sense of unity among diverse nations and communities for a common goal to have a diverse cultural heritage (referring to the example of the “World Heritage in Young Hands”);

2) elaborating series of publications on ICH expressions of the world, having an informative as well as analytical value that could interest general public as well as researchers (referring to the example of the edition of the “World Heritage” journal).

10. How can the programmes, projects and activities that best reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention, as referred to in Article 18, contribute to raising awareness about the importance of the intangible heritage?

The programmes, projects and activities for safeguarding the ICH could have a significant impact on raising awareness about the ICH if they correspond to certain criteria that could be elaborated and among which certain aspects could be of importance as:

1) contribution to developing consciousness of communities on the value of their ICH that further would favour their willingness to share the expressions of their ICH; consciousness of the value of ICH should be the main issue having the administrative and financial means of safeguarding as secondary; avoiding the situation of too much concentration on administrative, legal, financial assistance and lacking the understanding of the value itself;

2) development of networking among ICH bearers as well as researchers, state institutions in order to discuss common issues, problems and successes constantly favouring a reflection on topical ICH issues;

3) sustainability of the tradition having as the main goal of all the activities, avoiding assistance to projects that are concentrated to socialisation as the first aspect of activities; that should be secondary having the main objective the safeguarding of the ICH;

4) education activities both on ICH expressions as well as safeguarding and practical management issues, including the successful work of non-governmental organisations; for instance referring to eventual development of cultural tourism linked to the ICH expressions, the education on positive aspects as well as difficulties and dangers could be welcome.

11. Through what means can the Committee disseminate best practices, as referred to in paragraph 3 of Article 18?

There are several means that could be practiced in order to disseminate best practices (see also the answer to the question 8): UNESCO website www.unesco.org; study trips; communities' websites; network of national commissions for UNESCO; ASP school network; elaborating a common system for comparing the national level information on safeguarding ICH (certain statistics, criteria for preparing information) in order to permit certain comparative analysis; cooperation with national and international media (television, radio); close cooperation with UNESCO communication and information sector would be strongly recommended.

Threats related to awareness-raising

12. When applying awareness-raising measures, what aspects or elements of the intangible heritage should be excluded?

The main criteria for defining the elements to exclude from the awareness-raising activities should be defined by particular communities themselves that can decide what are the expressions of ICH they would like to communicate and what to leave inside the community.

The same would be concerning the individuals that for example have certain know-how and practice certain traditional skills, it would be up to these individuals to decide what is the information they are ready to communicate and what should be left as their private intellectual property.

The opinion of researchers is also a valuable source to be consulted on particular cases where certain aspects should be taken into account when raising awareness on particular ICH expressions.

Cultural tourism also brings certain risks for the sustainability of the ICH that is worth to discuss internationally involving diverse actors but firstly the communities in this discussion.

13. When attempting to raise awareness about intangible heritage, what kind of measures should be taken to avoid inappropriate use or access to it?

There are several aspects that could be taken into account concerning the application of measures of the awareness-raising about ICH and avoiding inappropriate use:

1) avoiding theatralisation in transmission means: the link should be established between master and its students without passing necessarily large public or specifically organised public demonstration activities;

2) respecting social links within the community: also when thinking about eventual cooperation among community and researchers, the aspect of authority and respect of it is crucial for any result; thus the eventual methodological assistance to community to help choosing the best safeguarding measures should be based on the confidence of the community itself;

3) sustaining the cooperation among diverse actors: involving at local level, for example, community leaders and also municipalities, schools, libraries, museums and other institutions.

14. What kind of precautions should be taken to avoid possible negative effects resulting from enhanced visibility of certain forms of intangible heritage?

The threats that can be identified are: overdone intervention in the natural environment of the transmission of ICH, theatralisation, show elements, cultural tourism, issue of emphasizing one communities and its traditions above the others, underlining only certain parts of ICH expressions instead of recognising it in all its diversity.

There is a strong metaphor to respect:

· root is tradition, it can serve as a basis for everything that follows but without that nothing that follows can have any sustainable result; the tradition as a core can further have its 

· canopy of leaves – education, awareness, cultural tourism, cooperation, activities etc.

15. What ethical questions do you think need to be raised when promoting the intangible heritage of certain communities?

There must be a mutual agreement and acceptance of the community, group or individual to have any activities developed for promoting their ICH. The agreement should be reached not only with community or group leaders but with the community and group as a whole if it is appropriate and corresponds to the tradition of decision making within the community or group as a total.

Important aspect is also the protection of personal data of community, group members and individuals that should be respected in any research as well as inventory concerning further dissemination of information and awareness-raising activities.

Any conflict of interests should be avoided at all levels of safeguarding ICH, for example, by promoting decision making at national or municipal level concerning respect to certain ICH expressions.

Additional comments

-

ANNEX 2: 
Summary of suggestions made by the Committee on Agenda item 7 (Istanbul, Turkey, 2-5 November 2008) and extracts from the Convention (Articles 13,14 and 15)

The Committee stressed that the working document on Agenda item 7 prepared by the Secretariat was too limited and therefore requested the Secretariat to enlarge the scope of the draft directives by addressing, in particular, the measures that should be taken not only at the international level but also at the national level, including those proposed in Articles 13, 14 and 15 of the Convention. 

Several Members of the Committee indicated that States Parties may take into account the experience of other conventions and programmes when developing awareness raising measures. They mentioned in particular the 1972 Convention because of the visibility given to the World Heritage List and the Convention on Biological Diversity because of effectively involving local communities in its implementation. Reference was also made to the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, the UN Commission on Sustainable Development and the extensive networks of the Durban Process. Some Members also proposed cooperation with development agencies and in particular with UN sustainable development programmes. The suggestion was also made to involving ICOMOS in case in which there is a link between tangible and intangible heritage. 

The Committee considered the term “visibility” too restrictive to reflect the different activities that encompass awareness-raising and outreach and thus preferred to use the term “awareness raising”. It further underlined that the purpose of the draft operational directives on raising awareness should be promoting and ensuring visibility of the 2003 Convention at the local, regional, and international level, with particular attention to the promotion of intercultural dialogue and cultural diversity worldwide. The use of national and international media, the creation of partnerships and the promotion of local festivals, traditional art gatherings and craft exhibitions were proposed as effective examples of means to this end. The Committee also suggested referring to grassroots communities, especially to the practitioners of intangible heritage, in order support its transmission. In this sense, good practices could be disseminated, in particular, through UNESCO’s website, in particular. 

Several delegations also recalled that States Parties together with the Committee have an obligation to promote the 2003 Convention and that they are the key actors in its implementation. An effective national implementation of the Convention was seen as a means in itself to raise awareness about intangible heritage and to respect it through the listing of intangible heritage items in national inventories or on the Representative List. Information meetings and symposiums both with an academic and journalistic approach where also proposed as means to enhance the visibility of the Convention, as well as its translation in local languages.

The Committee also highlighted that UNESCO should pay special attention to the public in general, especially to youth, and national and international experts. The Committee Members underscored the importance of formal and non-formal education to ensure the viability and enhance the visibility of living heritage. Educational material should be developed with the support of States Parties, and should include targeted training on safeguarding intangible heritage. Education on intangible heritage should also be included in school curricula. It was also stressed that the role to be played by national education systems in developing awareness raising policies could contribute to avoid “museification” and “folklorisation” of intangible heritage. 

The Committee further considered that the identification and analysis of potential threats to the intangible heritage resulting from increased visibility could be carried out. This might be necessary in cases that tourism or commercial activities may negatively affect the viability of the intangible heritage. 

Extract: Articles 13, 14 and 15 of the 2003 Convention

Article 13 – Other measures for safeguarding

To ensure the safeguarding, development and promotion of the intangible cultural heritage present in its territory, each State Party shall endeavour to: 

(a) adopt a general policy aimed at promoting the function of the intangible cultural heritage in society, and at integrating the safeguarding of such heritage into planning programmes; 

(b) designate or establish one or more competent bodies for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage present in its territory; 

(c) foster scientific, technical and artistic studies, as well as research methodologies, with a view to effective safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage, in particular the intangible cultural heritage in danger; 

(d) adopt appropriate legal, technical, administrative and financial measures aimed at: 

(i) fostering the creation or strengthening of institutions for training in the management of the intangible cultural heritage and the transmission of such heritage through forums and spaces intended for the performance or expression thereof; 

(ii) ensuring access to the intangible cultural heritage while respecting customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage; 

(iii) establishing documentation institutions for the intangible cultural heritage and facilitating access to them. 

Article 14 – Education, awareness-raising and capacity-building

Each State Party shall endeavour, by all appropriate means, to: 

(a) ensure recognition of, respect for, and enhancement of the intangible cultural heritage in society, in particular through: 

(i) educational, awareness-raising and information programmes, aimed at the general public, in particular young people;

(ii) specific educational and training programmes within the communities and groups concerned;

(iii) capacity-building activities for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage, in particular management and scientific research; and 

(iv) non-formal means of transmitting knowledge; 

(b) keep the public informed of the dangers threatening such heritage, and of the activities carried out in pursuance of this Convention; 

(c) promote education for the protection of natural spaces and places of memory whose existence is necessary for expressing the intangible cultural heritage. 

Article 15 – Participation of communities, groups and individuals

Within the framework of its safeguarding activities of the intangible cultural heritage, each State Party shall endeavour to ensure the widest possible participation of communities, groups and, where appropriate, individuals that create, maintain and transmit such heritage, and to involve them actively in its management. 
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�	 General information as well as photo and video materiāls on the 2008 Song and Dance Celebration are published on the Internet site � HYPERLINK "http://www.dziesmusvetki2008.lv/index.php?&99"��http://www.dziesmusvetki2008.lv/index.php?&99� 


�	 For instance there is the Latvian Chamber of Crafts (� HYPERLINK "http://www.lak.lv/pub/index.php?lang=eng"��www.lak.lv/pub/index.php?lang=eng�


�	 In the framework of the Action Plan „Integration of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Formal and Non-formal Education”  financed by the UNESCO Participation Programme and  implemented by Latvian National Commission for UNESCO there is a Project „Story time in libraries” implemented in 2009 with an aim to favour the awareness of storytelling traditions where libraries can play a significant role.


�	 Archives of Latvian Folklore � HYPERLINK "http://www.lfk.lv/lfk_eng.html"��http://www.lfk.lv/lfk_eng.html� 


�	 Information on higher education establishments in Latvia is published on � HYPERLINK "http://www.aiknc.lv/en/list.php"��http://www.aiknc.lv/en/list.php� 


�	 Community’s Internet site � HYPERLINK "http://www.suitunovads.lv/"��www.suitunovads.lv� 


�	Authors : Signe Pujāte, Ieva Vītola. Material financially supported by the State Cultural Capital Foundation and the Latvian National Commission for UNESCO (in the framework of the Participation Programme's Action Plan for 2008-2009 « Integration of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in Formal and Non-formal Education »), material to be published till the end of 2009 and distributed in schools of Latvia.
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