
	ANNEX 1:
	QUESTIONNAIRE ON RAISING AWARENESS ABOUT INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE


	Submitted by:
	MEDITERRANEAN DIET FOUNDATION

	Contact details:
	Mediterranean Diet Foundation

Johann Sebastian Bach, 8 entlo 2ª

08021 Barcelona (Spain)

TEL 0034 93 414 31 58

FAX 0034 93 209 94 07

DIR. 0034 93 517 32 89 (Rosaria Arbore / rarbore@fdmed.org)



	Date:
	May 15th, 2009


General

1.
Please briefly describe the general awareness in your country about the importance of intangible cultural heritage (as defined in Article 2 of the Convention). 
[You may wish to distinguish between the levels of visibility among different groups of population (youth, minorities, academic world, etc.), or the visibility of specific intangible heritage domains (such as music, oral traditions, performing arts, rituals, festive events, etc.). You may also indicate why you consider it relevant, or not, to enhance awareness about the importance of the transmission of the intangible heritage. You may refer to some specific problems that you may encounter when doing so, and propose possible solutions] 

Legal Level (State Government - Autonomous Communities)

The territorial organization of Spain, divided into 17 regions plus two autonomous cities, implies a level of detail which encourages diversity and promotes visibility of the many peculiarities of the numerous elements of Intangible cultural Heritage of this country. All communities have legislative capacity and this allows the generation of laws with a certain proximity to the territories and local populations. The often referred to as popular culture and catalogues and inventories of ethnological and folk heritage and museums (where a renovation can be observed to make them more vivid and interactive) and interpretation centers dedicated to these issues have a long and rich tradition in Spain. Today they are the competence of the Autonomous Communities.

The 2003 Convention on Intangible Cultural Heritage was ratified by Spain on October 25, 2006, six months after entering into force (25-04-06). In Spain, most of the autonomous laws predate the Convention and most of the texts, intangible cultural heritage (not explicitly mentioned as such) is included in the titles of laws dedicated to ethnographic or ethnological heritage, often emphasizing the values of tradition and identity. In some cases, intangible heritage is expressed as an explicit category itself, at the same level that are the heritage property or heritage furniture. Furthermore, in various regions, is conducting a review of these laws and their adaptation to new circumstances arising from the 2003 Convention, to include explicitly the category of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

This framework supports a diverse number of research and documentation, involving various actors of academia and civil society, through associations, NGOs, foundations, etc.., concerned with the rich and diverse cultural heritage of the Spanish State which is a cultural mosaic expressed through art, entertainment, music, dance, culinary creations, carnivals, pilgrimages and endless religious and folk celebrations, among others. 

For its part, the Ministry of Culture, in particular through its Institute of Historical Heritage, encourages national and international meetings on the intangible cultural heritage which are forums for reflection and analysis of its different aspects, whether the definition, identification, inventory, management, promotion, etc. It also disseminates the results of these forums through publications. These meetings also include a first-level training for professionals and technicians from different disciplines (anthropologists, historians, technicians heritage.) Promote exchanges between professionals from different countries and continents.

Institutions and Civil Society

In recent years the number of bachelor, masters and research on cultural heritage has grown exponentially, with increasing attention to its intangible aspects.

The Civil Society Organizations are increasingly involved in this process of safeguarding and dissemination, and work within this framework for networking, promoting, supporting and organizing events, celebrations, fairs, exhibitions on intangible cultural heritage , which means both the visibility and dissemination as - and this is no less important - the ability to generate the encounter and synergies between all actors of the intangible cultural heritage, encouraging networking, exchanges, cooperation and mutual understanding respect and appreciation of the various elements of the intangible cultural heritage.

All these activities have a popular, local and national nature and always end up being local people, the communities that create and transmit Intangible Cultural Heritage. In fact, in Spain and in general, it can be argued that these associations and local groups are very active and have the virtue of involving the new generation of adolescents and young people who participate actively and decisively in its preservation. It is certainly within the scope of intangible cultural heritage where the synergies between local institutions, associations and civil population are probably more important, rich and robust.

The Spanish population in general, including a significant percentage of young people, is very fond of their traditions and customs, but are often not aware that this heritage is important and still less aware that it is "intangible cultural heritage" not framed in a precise definition. This lack of "consciousness", along with the processes of globalization and socio-cultural changes could jeopardize some elements of cultural heritage, recently recognized and studied, or vice versa, can be adulterated through excessive exploitation for tourism and commercial objectives.

2.
How can practitioners and bearers of the intangible cultural heritage be effectively involved in raising awareness about the importance of their heritage, while respecting customary access to it?
The first step for communities that recreate and transmit the heritage to feel truly involved in the process of raising awareness about the importance of their cultural heritage is probably through an auto-evaluation, in other words the awareness of the value and importance of this knowledge, practices or products, as well as the assumption of responsibility in the transcendent aspect of transmission. As discussed in the previous section, despite being very attached to their traditions and cultural events of all kinds, people are not always aware that their heritage is of great importance and their responsibility in preserving and passing on to future generations.

Of course the communities should be involved in the identification, documentation and recording or inventory and cataloguing, and have easy access to any type of training for their collaboration and involvement can be high and on equal terms with all the benefits that entails not only the heritage if not for self-esteem in these communities. In Spain in general there are no major problems with respect to practices or to access and recreation of the various expressions of this heritage. This does not mean in any case that there can not and should not be any progress in improving the legal framework for intellectual property protection, specifically relating to these issues to adequately protect these communities and their respective estates.

3.
What role can formal and non-formal education play in raising awareness about the importance of intangible cultural heritage? What kind of educational materials could be developed for that purpose?
Formal and non-formal training is of paramount importance in the processes of sensitization and awareness. Our Foundation has been working for 10 years focussing its strategy on training for the enhancement and protection of intangible cultural heritage in the food sector, with different types of workshops and activities for all age groups, sectors of the population and areas of interest. In these years we have found that nationwide there are several interesting experiences in this aspect. Through our commitment, our centers of interest and areas of scientific, cultural, research, outreach, training, ..., we see the importance, and yet need to address the heritage from a holistic perspective establishing a close and strong link between its tangible and intangible aspects, or from one property, fleeing a sometimes excessive fragmentation.

The notion of cultural heritage, both tangible and intangible, as shown in the various school curricula and the educational system increasingly carry out extra-curricular activities that promote knowledge and awareness of the habits and traditions of the community of belonging and the area where this training takes place.

Informal education also plays an important role. In this sense there are many good initiatives undertaken by local institutions but also by a large number of associations or NGOs. Community centers for youth or the general population, summer camps or extracurricular activities, recreation centers for the elderly, or the workshops of the various associations have a constant training and outreach efforts that include a number very significant proportion of the population and of all age groups. In addition, the intangible cultural heritage at a time of great migration is revealed as a factor and an instrument of integration and intercultural dialogue.

As for educational materials, our Foundation has great experience in editing and publishing brochures, manuals and books (and has also won the Gourmand International Award 2008, Best Books for children and families) with a book on the transmission of knowledge of cooking, as in the creation of other educational materials and games (card games on the Mediterranean Diet, Hopscotch etc.).

It is proved that using games in learning processes has very positive results. The messages are conveyed with ease and get the children internalize them by having a good time. The creation of interactive games and the use of new technologies could represent a good tool in the process of sensitization and awareness of intangible cultural heritage, especially in the younger generations. These generations are also, inherently, very dynamic and creative. Therefore its innovative and creative contribution can not be excluded with all the wisdom and balance that each case requires, in this heritage.

The creation of itineraries related (fully documented and explained) with the various elements of the cultural heritage of an area, that propose various activities suited to all kinds of audiences (youth, families, elderly ...) and to discover better proposed elements can be a good tool and effective action.

It would be interesting to adapt the existing material on tangible heritage, enriching it with the related intangible content. In other words, add qualities and values and stimulate some appreciation of each other. Add and include.

4.
What role can community centres, museums, archives and other similar entities play in raising awareness about intangible cultural heritage? 
In Spain, there is a long tradition of catalogs and inventories of items related to traditional knowledge, customs, festivals, offices of rural and urban areas and associated objects. 

Hundreds of local, regional and national museums and collections have been born around some of these elements and are highly valued by the people who who recognize them as important tools for the dissemination of their cultural specificities. These museums are normally energized by local actors and partnerships with private or mixed management, through local authorities.

It is very important that those managing these museums work together with the actors in heritage, making the relation visible between tangible and intangible heritage, with participative systems capable of producing local development.

While museums have always been very accessible to the population, especially in the field of popular culture and traditional, very "popular", the records and inventories are more restricted, more distant, less accessible or known. Although they are normally of public access, they are not very known to most people, for lack of distribution and high technicality of the language, end up having, in some cases, an elitist documentary character. Populations should have more knowledge of the records and catalogues, and the regulations that govern them, and should be able to participate more actively in the processes for identifying and initiating new records, involving the civilian population, or from volunteer associations, in field work or other stages of this process.

5.
How can various types of media contribute to raising awareness? (Television, radio, films, documentaries, Internet, specialized publications, etc.)
In such a mediatised society, where the media is important even for the "creation of reality", it is clear that they can have a great capacity to contribute to awareness of intangible cultural heritage. The dimension of dissemination the media can end up having, with a proper usage, can be very "democratic" and useful tools. 

In Spain there are many initiatives in this field. Our Foundation has  experience in promotional campaigns and dissemination of cultural heritage through various food media: television, Internet, publications, documentaries, with different approaches tailored by age group and area of interest of the beneficiaries.

For example, in late May, a workshop for journalists will be organized, in collaboration with the Ministry of Culture and the Ministry of Environment, Rural and Marine Affairs, as a matter of training, to propose new concepts and explore new avenues of awareness in the field of intangible cultural heritage in general and food in particular, such a determinant in the process of information such as that of journalists, especially those specializing in issues of cultural heritage, particularly intangible.

6.
Can commercial activities related to intangible heritage contribute to raising awareness about its importance?
It is obvious that the marketing of intangible cultural heritage can help spread its presence, its values and thus sensitize the people on its importance. However we must be very prudent so that a monothematic overly aggressive commercial treatment does not change and deteriorate the essence and nature of heritage.

7.
Can enhanced visibility and awareness of the intangible heritage lead to income-generating activities?
It is clear, and there are many experiences that the start-value and therefore the visibility of the intangible cultural heritage can be used as a resource. In fact, talking in general terms and outlines the concept of integrated conservation and implicitly carries the idea of heritage as a resource. In fact, this addresses the issue in terms of guiding a good use of it and thus prevents the excesses. It is therefore prudent to use this heritage, not to abuse it irresponsibly.

Heritage can be a powerful economic, cultural and social boost at local, regional and national levels. One of the clearest examples of economic activity that takes most of the visibility and dissemination of cultural heritage tourism, which brings many benefits and at the same time, not to be overlooked, important threats. 

As outlined in the previous paragraph we must be very cautious, and above all to create the legal measures for the players are the main beneficiaries of these activities and do not end up destitute and disillusioned or "themed" ..

Awareness-raising at the international level 

8.
What kind of actions and tools do you expect the UNESCO Secretariat to develop in order to assist the States Parties in enhancing awareness about the intangible heritage? 
Among the many possible activities, the UNESCO Secretariat could provide an advisory service for documentation and inventory institutes, museums and establishments dealing with intangible heritage. Some of these institutes or centers can become focal points (when certain qualities to be defined are met) and in turn play a role in training and dissemination of good practices (accepting trainees, running courses, editing practical manuals, ...) could also organize training periods or exchanges for students and / or professionals at the headquarters of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of UNESCO, as the structures by highlighting good practice, as mentioned above.

An important role of the Secretariat could be the mediator, coordinator of the various actors involved, ball of knowledge and experience: Governments, local self-government, associations, professionals, academics, and actors. The Secretariat represents the reference point for thousands of people and organizations and can help put them in touch, support in networking, exchanging information and experiences, to exchange, support and organize activities together.

9.
The Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity is established under Article 16 of the Convention “in order to ensure better visibility of the intangible cultural heritage and awareness of its significance, and to encourage dialogue which respects cultural diversity". What kind of specific measures should be taken to achieve these objectives?
As highlighted in the previous point, it would be very beneficial for individuals and entities that share a certain kind of heritage, or having interests in common could, first and second known easily contact then easily find and aid the creation of networking and collaboration. 

For the list to comply with the objectives of Article 16 of the Convention to share the organization of conferences, meetings, festivals, would be very profitable involving the media, through press releases, and workshops with journalists.

10.
How can the programmes, projects and activities that best reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention, as referred to in Article 18, contribute to raising awareness about the importance of the intangible heritage?
It would be convenient for them to be represented not only geographically, but also by typologies.

Whenever possible, it would be interesting to take action for a more direct knowledge of the heritage of the communities involved and, through the realization of stays or visits from young people (ex. guided tours for schools) or via meetings with representatives of the communities involved in schools, civic centers and other places where there may be involvement of various sectors of the population and not just to people already interested and aware of the issue.

The same actions can be performed with representatives of communities concerned with other elements of the ICH, in the same field or not, so they can take inspiration from positive role models and to exchange information and suggestions.

11.
Through what means can the Committee disseminate best practices, as referred to in paragraph 3 of Article 18?
The Committee can spread good practice through various media. It would be interesting for these programs to be presented at festivals, exhibitions, places where they can meet and confront different types of heritage.

Threats related to awareness-raising

12.
When applying awareness-raising measures, what aspects or elements of the intangible heritage should be excluded?
The fields and expressions of intangible cultural heritage is as rich and varied to define common features that should be excluded from the advocacy and awareness campaigns, is almost impossible. 

Obviously it would be those aspects that threaten the privacy rights of members of the communities involved, and all who do not observe the customary rules of access. Also those that tend to degrade this heritage, to banalyze, to decontextualyse or "theme". Just knowing the element in question well and everything it means and gives the communities involved and their environment, these elements are easily identifiable.

13.
When attempting to raise awareness about intangible heritage, what kind of measures should be taken to avoid inappropriate use or access to it?
One measure to help avoid the inappropriate use of intangible cultural heritage could be the study and development of ethical codes for management and promotion of intangible cultural heritage, principles and recommendations for all levels and forms of expression of heritage , and others specific to the heritage in question. Obviously these codes should be developed by the communities involved with the collaboration of specialists, but in any case with their full participation.

Obviously the elements of the intangible cultural heritage, among them vary so much that it is very difficult to develop common recommendations for all. Consideration should be the shared overall and specific for each type.

Under the legal point of view, it would strengthen the systems of collective intellectual property and create laws governing the authorization and consent of the communities, in access / use of property. 

These issues are delicate because, among other things, there are so many different legal frameworks. Depending on the type of heritage, is not always easy to determine who owns intellectual property and to assist the communities to exercise this right. These issues require great intellectual effort, thought and debate and a strong commitment to the ICP by all actors and institutions. In another sense this measure is to promote discussion and research on this aspect, through seminars, conferences, fellowships and research, with maximum participation of the communities concerned by the ICH.

14.
What kind of precautions should be taken to avoid possible negative effects resulting from enhanced visibility of certain forms of intangible heritage?

Besides the actions suggested in the previous section and elsewhere on the use and access, which would prevent the commercialization of the ICH, cause their "folklorization”, as well as abandonment, their fossilization. 

This can be achieved through rigorous study and dissemination of the element in its entirety, its how’s and why’s, the involvement of communities, the evolution in time. Not only promote the most "attractive and folkloric" or anecdotal or commercial.

The intangible heritage is a living heritage, dynamic and therefore constantly evolving, more or less perceptibly. This point should be constantly taken into account, analyzed in depth and in all its dimensions, to avoid the tendency of its "mummification".

15.
What ethical questions do you think need to be raised when promoting the intangible heritage of certain communities?

This is a complex, deep and extensive question. However, addressing it synthetically three words could be used to cover very important fields: we think of freedom (respect for the wishes of the communities involved, not impose our view or assessment scales), respect (for the values, the diversity, and cultural references), correction (the term should not violate fundamental rights and freedoms of human beings).


