	ANNEX 1:
	QUESTIONNAIRE ON RAISING AWARENESS ABOUT INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE


	Submitted by:
	 CIOFF - Conseil International des Organisations de. Festivals de Folklore et d'Arts Traditionnels

	Contact details:
	

	Date:
	


General

1. Please briefly describe the general awareness in your country about the importance of intangible cultural heritage (as defined in Article 2 of the Convention). 
Nowadays the Intangible cultural heritage in our country is mainly raised by people in villages. People there still manage to safeguard our traditions, practices and craftsmanship. Citizens in cities rarely look back to that heritage and they specify the lack of time as a main reason for that. 

Regarding performing art the authentic one is raised mostly in villages, but as well we have a lot of groups from all parts of the country performing elaborated folklore, presenting it at home an abroad. Lack of financing is the main reason our folklore is not developing. More projects related to mobility of those groups will contribute to their development and will help them to be more active and to present the folklore to the public.
Traditional craftsmanship is still preserved in our ethno centers /most of them are towns of the Bulgarian national revival, which are tourist’s target/. Main problem in this part of the ICH is that young people are rarely involved in the work of our craftsman and soon we will not have resources to continue its development. 

As a matter of fact people today are more and more interested in our ICH and they started traveling a lot. The problem is that most of the ICH is not maintained as it should be.   
Awareness-raising at the national level

2. How can practitioners and bearers of the intangible cultural heritage be effectively involved in raising awareness about the importance of their heritage, while respecting customary access to it? 
Elaboration of projects, competitions and financing programs will effectively help to the practitioners to promote the ICH. More expositions, concerts and open forums should be organized as more people should be involved in raising awareness about the importance of ICH. Bearers of the ICH should attract more people to their activities.
3. What role can formal and non-formal education play in raising awareness about the importance of intangible cultural heritage? What kind of educational materials could be developed for that purpose?
Formal education should include classes for basic knowledge of our ICH such as traditions, folk dancing, practices. Activities out of class should give possibilities to young people to practice their knowledge on the ICH. Education circles may provide conditions for young people to be involved in the safeguarding of the ICH. For example craft’s classes, folk dancing, etc. Programs in the area of the non-formal education may foresee organizing traditional events and fests by young people. Thereby Education will raise the awareness about the importance of intangible cultural heritage. Booklets about different traditions and crafts could be developed, as well as video materials.  
4. What role can community centres, museums, archives and other similar entities play in raising awareness about intangible cultural heritage?
Interest of the target community should be attracted by advertising any kind of activities organized by those entities. Distributed information should be written in accessible way as for to be easily understood by any kind of groups. Museums should find creative methods when organizing expositions. Moreover organizing travel expositions is a good way to present the ICH to different part in the country or abroad. Involving young people in the work of the community centres is as well very important.
5. How can various types of media contribute to raising awareness? (television, radio, films, documentaries, Internet, specialized publications, etc.) 
Media is the best way to popularize the ICH and it can easily inspire people to look back to it. Television could promote the ICH by producing documentary films or by advertising. As media’s influence extends over a large scale it could be a successful way to promote and raise the ICH.  
6. Can commercial activities related to intangible heritage contribute to raising awareness about its importance? 
Commercial activities could help raising awareness about ICH’s importance. Especially in the area of crafts it is a way to promote it. Commercial activities will contribute to the revival of the ICH, its practitioners will be more active as well.
7. Can enhanced visibility and awareness of the intangible heritage lead to income-generating activities?
Enhanced visibility and awareness of the intangible heritage may lead to income-generating activities in different ways. For craftsman their work is the main income, more people are interested in it more they will earn. Organizination of concerts and exposition as well may become a way to generate income.
      Awareness-raising at the international level 

8. What kind of actions and tools do you expect the UNESCO Secretariat to develop in order to assist the States Parties in enhancing awareness about the intangible heritage? 
UNESCO Secretariat should continue the dissemination of information and the maintenance of a website. It should launch programs and projects that non-governmental organizations can elaborate. Attention should be paid to the relations between National Committees in the State Parties and non-governmental organizations in the countries. Collaboration between them should be stimulated by the Secretariat.

9. The Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity is established under Article 16 of the Convention “in order to ensure better visibility of the intangible cultural heritage and awareness of its significance, and to encourage dialogue which respects cultural diversity". What kind of specific measures should be taken to achieve these objectives?
The Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity needs more advertising as more people should be well grounded in it. Dialogue respecting the cultural diversity may be encouraged by organizing more itinerant expositions, international festivals, etc.  
10. How can the programmes, projects and activities that best reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention, as referred to in Article 18, contribute to raising awareness about the importance of the intangible heritage?
Involving more and different organizations in those programs will contribute to raising awareness about the importance of the intangible heritage. More possibilities of taking part in projects by non-governmental organizations should be provided.
11. Through what means can the Committee disseminate best practices, as referred to in paragraph 3 of Article 18?
Organizing of Forums related to the practices will contribute to its dissemination. Those practices should be disseminated by experts involved in the implementation of the different projects. 
     Threats related to awareness-raising
12. When applying awareness-raising measures, what aspects or elements of the intangible heritage should be excluded?
Nationality, religion, ethno group 
13. When attempting to raise awareness about intangible heritage, what kind of measures should be taken to avoid inappropriate use or access to it?
Strict control of the implementation of the projects should be exercised. 
14. What kind of precautions should be taken to avoid possible negative effects resulting from enhanced visibility of certain forms of intangible heritage? 
Enhanced visibility should not change the idea of the ICN. Investigations on possible negative effects should be implemented before enhancing the visibility.  
15. What ethical questions do you think need to be raised when promoting the intangible heritage of certain communities?
- 
Additional comments
ANNEX 2: 
Summary of suggestions made by the Committee on Agenda item 7 (Istanbul, Turkey, 2-5 November 2008) and extracts from the Convention (Articles 13,14 and 15)
The Committee stressed that the working document on Agenda item 7 prepared by the Secretariat was too limited and therefore requested the Secretariat to enlarge the scope of the draft directives by addressing, in particular, the measures that should be taken not only at the international level but also at the national level, including those proposed in Articles 13, 14 and 15 of the Convention. 
Several Members of the Committee indicated that States Parties may take into account the experience of other conventions and programmes when developing awareness raising measures. They mentioned in particular the 1972 Convention because of the visibility given to the World Heritage List and the Convention on Biological Diversity because of effectively involving local communities in its implementation. Reference was also made to the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, the UN Commission on Sustainable Development and the extensive networks of the Durban Process. Some Members also proposed cooperation with development agencies and in particular with UN sustainable development programmes. The suggestion was also made to involving ICOMOS in case in which there is a link between tangible and intangible heritage. 

The Committee considered the term “visibility” too restrictive to reflect the different activities that encompass awareness-raising and outreach and thus preferred to use the term “awareness raising”. It further underlined that the purpose of the draft operational directives on raising awareness should be promoting and ensuring visibility of the 2003 Convention at the local, regional, and international level, with particular attention to the promotion of intercultural dialogue and cultural diversity worldwide. The use of national and international media, the creation of partnerships and the promotion of local festivals, traditional art gatherings and craft exhibitions were proposed as effective examples of means to this end. The Committee also suggested referring to grassroots communities, especially to the practitioners of intangible heritage, in order support its transmission. In this sense, good practices could be disseminated, in particular, through UNESCO’s website, in particular. 
Several delegations also recalled that States Parties together with the Committee have an obligation to promote the 2003 Convention and that they are the key actors in its implementation. An effective national implementation of the Convention was seen as a means in itself to raise awareness about intangible heritage and to respect it through the listing of intangible heritage items in national inventories or on the Representative List. Information meetings and symposiums both with an academic and journalistic approach where also proposed as means to enhance the visibility of the Convention, as well as its translation in local languages.
The Committee also highlighted that UNESCO should pay special attention to the public in general, especially to youth, and national and international experts. The Committee Members underscored the importance of formal and non-formal education to ensure the viability and enhance the visibility of living heritage. Educational material should be developed with the support of States Parties, and should include targeted training on safeguarding intangible heritage. Education on intangible heritage should also be included in school curricula. It was also stressed that the role to be played by national education systems in developing awareness raising policies could contribute to avoid “museification” and “folklorisation” of intangible heritage. 
The Committee further considered that the identification and analysis of potential threats to the intangible heritage resulting from increased visibility could be carried out. This might be necessary in cases that tourism or commercial activities may negatively affect the viability of the intangible heritage. 
Extract: Articles 13, 14 and 15 of the 2003 Convention
Article 13 – Other measures for safeguarding
To ensure the safeguarding, development and promotion of the intangible cultural heritage present in its territory, each State Party shall endeavour to: 

(a) adopt a general policy aimed at promoting the function of the intangible cultural heritage in society, and at integrating the safeguarding of such heritage into planning programmes; 

(b) designate or establish one or more competent bodies for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage present in its territory; 

(c) foster scientific, technical and artistic studies, as well as research methodologies, with a view to effective safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage, in particular the intangible cultural heritage in danger; 

(d) adopt appropriate legal, technical, administrative and financial measures aimed at: 

(i) fostering the creation or strengthening of institutions for training in the management of the intangible cultural heritage and the transmission of such heritage through forums and spaces intended for the performance or expression thereof; 

(ii) ensuring access to the intangible cultural heritage while respecting customary practices governing access to specific aspects of such heritage; 

(iii) establishing documentation institutions for the intangible cultural heritage and facilitating access to them. 

Article 14 – Education, awareness-raising and capacity-building

Each State Party shall endeavour, by all appropriate means, to: 

(a) ensure recognition of, respect for, and enhancement of the intangible cultural heritage in society, in particular through: 

(i) educational, awareness-raising and information programmes, aimed at the general public, in particular young people;

(ii) specific educational and training programmes within the communities and groups concerned;

(iii) capacity-building activities for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage, in particular management and scientific research; and 

(iv) non-formal means of transmitting knowledge; 

(b) keep the public informed of the dangers threatening such heritage, and of the activities carried out in pursuance of this Convention; 

(c) promote education for the protection of natural spaces and places of memory whose existence is necessary for expressing the intangible cultural heritage. 

Article 15 – Participation of communities, groups and individuals

Within the framework of its safeguarding activities of the intangible cultural heritage, each State Party shall endeavour to ensure the widest possible participation of communities, groups and, where appropriate, individuals that create, maintain and transmit such heritage, and to involve them actively in its management. 
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