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1. The concern for the preservation and transmission of the intangible heritage in Croatia started already with the strengthening of the national identity in the 19th century, when eminent individuals in politics and society emphasised the need for the safeguarding of traditional heritage in Croatia. As a long-term result of this action, much of the intangible cultural heritage has been safeguarded in Croatia until today, due to many individuals, communities, minorities, societies and associations that foster and transmit their customs, festivities, songs, dances, music, craftsmanship and oral expressions, as well as other forms of intangible heritage. Their constant care for the tradition has becoming the basis for further development of the country, including the management of the natural resources and the strengthening of cultural dialogue among the people in the country. Intercultural dialogue is also being constantly established between the bearers of the intangible heritage in Croatia and people from other countries with their cultural legacy. 

The obligation of safeguarding of the intangible cultural goods, among other, by encouraging their transmition and fostering them in places of their origin and further, as well as by making and storing the documentation about them, is proscribed in the Law on the Protection and of Cultural Goods adopted in 1999. The Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Croatia, its Directorate for the Protection of Cultural Heritage and Croatian Committee for UNESCO are active in the field of the promoting the value and making more visible the intangible heritage. The 1999 Law and a special Regulation Book on the Registry proscribe the obligation and the process of inscription on the Registry of those cultural goods in need of legal protection to ensure their safeguarding. About two hundred or so intangible cultural goods have been planned for the inscription, of which seventy or so are already inscribed. The process of inscription contributes not only to the promotion and transmission of these elements, but also to their valorisation, description, identifying of the bearers, as well as pointing to the need for further research and documenting. Besides the Ministry of Culture, the traditional heritage safeguarding projects are being supported by the Ministry of Economy, Labour and Entrepreneurship, Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Regional Development and Ministry of Tourism, as well as by the Croatian Chamber of Economy. 
Croatia follows almost completely the UNESCO approach to the protection of the intangible cultural heritage, according to which the criteria for the inscription in the Registry were drafted. This approach is especially implemented during the process of the inscription, as the bearers of the intangible heritage are deciding whether or not to inscribe the good on the Registry, and give the suggestions of further safeguarding measures. They are consulted on other issues as well, such as planning and protection measures, together with the relevant scientific and expert individuals and institutions. Prominent experts and scientists, as members of the Committee for the Intangible Heritage within the Ministry, are participating in preparing and deciding on the intangible heritage proposed for the inscription on the Registry, as well as of the threats and problems of each specific case. 

The system of the protection measures includes: 

- encouraging the communities and groups, who are the bearers, to participate in the identification, performing and transmition of the good;

- promoting the good through exhibitions, expert meetings, festivities, events, concerts, electronic media, audio and video documentation; ensure that the good be available to public;

- encouraging the transmission and fostering of the good in the place of its origin and further;

- educating the experts to transmit the knowledge via seminars, workshops, formal and informal education; continuing the research and documenting the good by the use of new technologies; expert and scientific valorisation; 

- protecting the good from disappearance by recognizing those processes of globalization and social transformation that might endanger it. 

The inscription in the Registry is one of the criteria that needed to be fulfilled in order that the elements of intangible cultural heritage from a certain country could be nominated for the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. Croatia has, after the inscription in the national Registry, nominated sixteen elements of intangible heritage for the Representative List in 2008. The nominations were prepared in the Ministry with valuable help from the experts from various institutions, such as Faculty of Philosophy Zagreb, Institute for Ethnology and Folklore Research, various museums and individuals, including the most important subjects in the nomination process, the bearers of the intangible heritage. 
The nomination process contributed greatly to the visibility of the intangible heritage in Croatia, with the results of initiating some important safeguarding projects not only for the elements nominated, but also for the other examples of intangible heritage in Croatia. It is of high importance that the safeguarding of many valuable elements of intangible heritage, which are spreading beyond the territorial bounds, be conducted in the future in cooperation with the neighbouring countries, inter alia to strengthen already existent intercultural dialogue in the Region.
2. The practitioners and the bearers may select the information they wish to present to the public. Some of them can also take on part of the activities of awareness raising and thus control the access to their heritage and information they disseminate.

3. Formal education can be a good place for providing the theoretical knowledge about specific ICH elements, as well as acquaintance with the ICH in the country and ICH in other countries (especially the neighbouring which may share the same heritage at borders or may have some similar examples of ICH which can be a platform for developing the dialogue). Formal education can also give a good opportunity for introducing the local and regional ICH of the country to the children attending the local schools and give them the needed motivation and incentive to become more interested and aware that they might be the ones who may transmit this heritage to future generations. Non formal education might be used for those elements of ICH that cannot be performed and transmitted in the place (building, etc.) where formal education takes place, so that the children are given the opportunity to go to the place where certain ICH element can be transmitted to them in the surroundings where it can be really learned. It is also important to have the regular visits to the bearers who can transmit their knowledge to the children so that it really is transmitted and not just “seen” or superficially tried to be learned, for which non-formal education can be very motivating means. 
4. Role of the community entities that gather the information about the ICH can have a large impact on the younger generations at the time of their search of identity. Those entities give also the opportunity for transformation of the ICH element as it can be compared with its past forms, but also they can be the source of information if the bearers decide to revive some aspect of it that was maybe lost due to some unexpected events (war, etc.) which maybe would not be lost if the condition for its transmission were usual. 

5. Various types of media may contribute greatly to the awareness raising of ICH elements, but it must be taken into view that they should respect the bearers or the community from which they gather information in order to avoid negative influence, such as extraction of interesting parts of the ICH element without taking into consideration its whole, its complex layers, or such as forcing the bearers to perform for the needs of recording while the media should record when the element is performed in its usual time and place.

6. Commercial activities can contribute to raising awareness about the importance of ICH very significantly, and it might be a way of incorporating the ICH into the new ways of living (especially traditional food preparation and its sale which is adjusted to the new market demands, various artistry and craft products and works, and other types of ICH). It should be, however, done together with the community and its needs in such a promotion of their activities.

7. Adding to the answer no.6., it must be taken into consideration that whole community and all of the bearers should benefit from the possible incomes.
8. To assist the State Parties, UNESCO Secretariat might help in providing the possibility of development of the websites not only on international but also on regional levels in order to raise awareness about ICH, the international repository of audiovisuals should be only representative and not detailed, and the help might be provided to the local communities and relevant institutions and associations who should have more elaborate repositories of ICH elements on their territory. Secretariat might help in gathering the State Parties on various projects, whether initiated by the Secretariat or the State/s, so that the better solutions might be found to the awareness raising issue.
9. To ensure better visibility of the elements inscribed into the Representative List all the subjects involved in the nomination process should be contacted so that visibility is achieved without producing negative effects to the element. This includes the bearers/community, State Party, UNESCO representatives and others. It could also encourage dialogue by inclusion of two or more State Parties in the preparation of the nomination(s), especially those that have common ICH thus contributing to cross-border cooperation and awareness raising. As the result of the awareness raising and better visibility of ICH, the dialogue could be achieved also between the communities that are divided for various reasons.

10. If having the good results and enhancement of the living and mutual respect between different communities, groups and nations, the programmes and projects that best reflect the objectives of the Convention can contribute to awareness raising. Even if not producing the desirable results, the projects may motivate and encourage at least some of the bearers in transmission of the knowledge to younger generations. 

11. The Committee might provide the subjects with the information about the best practices and encourage further ones by organizing and participating at various expert meetings, not just on regional level, but also on international, which might provide the participants with various types of solutions and ways of safeguarding the ICH.

12. Some aspects of ICH should be excluded from awareness raising, and those would be the aspects connected with religion and family, as well as some related to community (values, socializing, and so on), especially if the bearers and the community wish to exclude them or feel uncomfortable with exposing them.
13. To avoid inappropriate use or access of ICH the bearers and the community should be involved in foreseeing the possible negative effects that awareness raising might cause. For each specific case of ICH specific measures should be created in which important role, besides the bearers and the community, would have also the experts from various fields of research (anthropology, sociology, history, tourism, biology, etc.) which includes the interdisciplinary approach to the issue.
14. Some precaution measures might be planning of activities, such as controlled visits, supervision and research of the experts, especially to detect the negative effects which appear during time, choosing which information about ICH is going to be more exposed and which should stay within the community, and so on.

15. Ethical questions while promoting ICH should include the attitude of the bearers and the community towards dissemination of the information about their knowledge and skills to the public. Another ethical issue is the research that the experts conduct which should be unobtrusive to the bearers and the community and at the same time experts and their research should be sensible to notice the negative effects on the viability of ICH under study. The benefits that community might have from exposure of their ICH should be under supervision of the community and all other relevant subjects who should make sure that other subjects that are not the bearers or the members of the community do not exploit that ICH for their own promotion and interest, whether economic, expert, religious, political or any other kind.
