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General

1. Please briefly describe the general awareness in your country about the importance of intangible cultural heritage (as defined in Article 2 of the Convention). 
[You may wish to distinguish between the levels of visibility among different groups of population (youth, minorities, academic world, etc.), or the visibility of specific intangible heritage domains (such as music, oral traditions, performing arts, rituals, festive events, etc.). You may also indicate why you consider it relevant, or not, to enhance awareness about the importance of the transmission of the intangible heritage. You may refer to some specific problems that you may encounter when doing so, and propose possible solutions] 
-
In Viet Nam, since 1945 (the year of Vietnam’s independence) to 1975 (the year of its reunionification), the importance of safeguarding Vietnamese traditional and folklore cultures were mostly recognized by scholars and a number of culture officials, who in turn conducted many researches and documentation (recording, filming, publishing, etc., ) of various domains of traditional and folklore cultures. However, conception and definition of intangible cultural heritage was not known or mentioned at that time. 

-
From 1975 to 1986 when Vietnam entered Doi Moi (Reform), a larger number of governmental officials and a part of the public were aware of the importance of traditional and folklore cultures. 

· For the last several decades, thanks to the efforts of the Vietnamese Government, researchers and people from communities, awareness of the values and importance of the safeguarding of traditional culture in Vietnam has been gradually improved. When the Law on Cultural Heritage of Vietnam was promulgated in 2001 with one specific chapter pertaining to intangible cultural heritage, the Intangible cultural heritage was formally conceptualized. The definition of intangible cultural heritage in the Law is similar to the definition in Article 2 of the UNESCO 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage, which Vietnam was the 22nd Member States to ratify. 
· After 8-year implimentation of the Law on Cultural Heritage, in conformity with  the contents of the UNESCO 2003 Convention for the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage, on the 18th June 2009, the National Assembly of Vietnam has recently passed through the amended Law of the 2001 Cultural Heritage Law. The new Law includes 4 Articles with 25 revised and amended provisions, in which, the new definition of ICH in the Law now is closer to the ICH definition of UNESCO 2003 Convention; Conception of ICH inventory is defined and the task of inventory-making and updating is assigned to the Provincial Departments of Culture, Sports and Tourism; the Minister of Culture, Sports and Tourism is assigned to provide guidance on inventorying and preparing ICH nomination files to submit to the two Lists of UNESCO. The new amended Law also stipulates in details the State's policy for the enhancement of the folk artists, entitled the People’s Folk Artists "Nghe nhan nhan dan" and the Exellent Folk Artist "Nghe nhan uu tu", etc. 
· After the new Amended Law comes into force from the 1st of January 2010, a series of under-law legal documents will be issued, including a Circular on the guidance for ICH inventory-making and others on the enhancement of folk artists.
· The new provisions in the amended Law will be firm legal basis for us to  implement effectively the ICH projectives and programs in a manner conformable to the spirits of UNESCO 2003 Convention and thus safeguard better our national cultural heritage as well as  the heritage of humanity.

However, up to now, we often encounter the problems that there are still many people who do not understand thoroughly and deeply the conception of intangible cultural heritage. For example, there are still culture staff, who include all kinds of intangible cultural expressions or the ICH elements that no longer exist into their ICH inventories, and some others want to make ICH ranking. 
Awareness-raising at the national level

2. How can practitioners and bearers of the intangible cultural heritage be effectively involved in raising awareness about the importance of their heritage, while respecting customary access to it?
The practitioners and bearers of ICH can be involved effectively in raising awareness about the importance of their heritage if they are invited to join the activities related to the safeguarding of their own ICH, including ICH identifying and inventorying; offered with favorable conditions by the State’s mechanism and policies to disseminate and transmit their knowledge, knows-how and skills to the successors. 
3. What role can formal and non-formal education play in raising awareness about the importance of intangible cultural heritage? What kind of educational materials could be developed for that purpose?
· Both forms of formal and non-formal education can play important roles: providing spaces, environments to conduct various ICH educational events, projects and other measures of disseminating and transmitting ICH;  
· It is important to integrate ICH knowledge into school curricular. In Vietnam, we have tried some pilot projects to find out the best ways for the transmission of ICH for children at school. For example, specialized sports high schools can teach traditional games; at the secondary schools, “Dan bau”, a Vietnamese traditional monochord may be used to teach about sound waves, or chemical reactions may also be taught by introducing a Vietnamese old tradition of chewing betel (with a presentation showing what happens when betel, areca nut and lime are mixed together); or in a physic class that presents water puppets, school children may learn about buoyancy (Archimedes’ Principle) faster and become more active in the class.
4. What role can community centres, museums, archives and other similar entities play in raising awareness about intangible cultural heritage? 
Museums, clubs, community centers, traditional villages, archives or other relevant public areas are important institutions where non-formal education can take place to raise awareness about the importance of ICH. This is one of the very important approaches to the ICH dissemination in Vietnam.
5. How can various types of media contribute to raising awareness? (television, radio, films, documentaries, Internet, specialized publications, etc.) 
In Vietnam nowadays, in order to disseminate and raise awareness of ICH, we use as many different types of public media as we can. Some of the main means are: television (VTV 1, VTV 2, VTV3, VTV 4), radio (VOV), news papers (Van hoa - Culture News Paper and Van hoa online of the Ministry of Culture; Sports and Tourism, etc.); magazines (Cultural Heritage Magazine, The World of Culture); reviews of various Research Institutes; films, documentaries, internet and other specialized publications. These are significantly useful in raising awareness of the public. Some of our public media, central and local television and radio have already had regular and irregular broadcasts for ICH dissemination and awareness-raising. 
6. Can commercial activities related to intangible heritage contribute to raising awareness about its importance? 
7. Can enhanced visibility and awareness of the intangible heritage lead to income-generating activities?
Regarding questions 6 and 7, we found that some certain ICH elements need commercial activities to exist, for instance craftmentship, traditional medicines or some performing arts. Trade helps disseminate ICH far and wide, and therefore brings about not only economic benefits to businesspersons but also contribute to the ICH awareness-raising. This, in return, helps strengthen the viability of intangible heritage. 
Awareness-raising at the international level 

8. What kind of actions and tools do you expect the UNESCO Secretariat to develop in order to assist the States Parties in enhancing awareness about the intangible heritage? 
[such as the collection and dissemination of information, the development and maintenance of a website, the production of information materials, the constitution of a repository of audiovisual materials, the launching of international campaigns, the development of partnerships, the participation in international congresses, the provision of information to other UN agencies and other intergovernmental organizations, etc.] 
The UNESCO Secretariat’s assistance by providing directly or on the website information and guidance on the implementation of the Convention 2003 is very useful to us. In the coming time, we expect UNESCO Secretariat to 
1) collect and disseminate information, develop and maintain a website to present ICH elements of Member States from the two Lists, and updating these Lists regularly;
2) produce information materials to send to Member States, constitute a repository of audiovisual materials and facilitate access to it ;
3) provide targeted training programs on safeguarding ICH, etc. 
9. The Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity is established under Article 16 of the Convention “in order to ensure better visibility of the intangible cultural heritage and awareness of its significance, and to encourage dialogue which respects cultural diversity". What kind of specific measures should be taken to achieve these objectives?
1) Maintaining and regularly updating information on the ICH items of the Representative List on UNESCO Website; Disseminating to enhance the items of the two List by various means and measures;
2) Creating opportunities (Cultural exchanges and festivals) for the practitioners of these ICH elements to express and share their experiences, etc. 
10. How can the programmes, projects and activities that best reflect the principles and objectives of the Convention, as referred to in Article 18, contribute to raising awareness about the importance of the intangible heritage?
· Dissemination of best practices on UNESCO website or by other means will help people from all over the world not only understand the values and current vitality of certain ICH elements, but also provide them with good lessons in safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in the spirits of UNESCO 2003 Convention. Thus, those who are responsible for the safeguarding of the ICH in different areas of the world can apply the lessons learnt in accordance with the conditions of their own localities.
· Promotion of best practices help enhance and encourage ICH practitioners, custodians and local communities to continue involving in the safeguarding of their ICH, hence, appeal and encourage other people to follow their good examples.
11. Through what means can the Committee disseminate best practices, as referred to in paragraph 3 of Article 18?
· Dissemination on websites and other public media (television, radio, etc.)
· Providing information materials (books, leaflets, brochures, newsletters, newspapers, magazines, films, DVD, VCD, etc.);

· Presentations at national and international information meetings and forums, etc. 
Threats related to awareness-raising

12. When applying awareness-raising measures, what aspects or elements of the intangible heritage should be excluded?
When applying awareness-raising measures, we need to exclude those sensitive items/aspects or ICH elements that lead to: 

· Conflicts among peoples/groups;

· Hierarchy or ranking among ICH elements of different peoples, groups of people or individuals, for example, through comparison or judgment, etc.;

· Situations that certain customaries of local communities may be disrespected. 
13. When attempting to raise awareness about intangible heritage, what kind of measures should be taken to avoid inappropriate use or access to it?
· Preventing provision of inaccurate information on the ICH;

· Avoidance of freezing, “museification” of ICH;
14. What kind of precautions should be taken to avoid possible negative effects resulting from enhanced visibility of certain forms of intangible heritage?
· Over-exploitation of ICH for tourism, commercials, inappropriate personal benefits, etc. due to misunderstandings of its values or/and the importance of ICH;

· Isolating some certain  master artists/practitioners;

· Envy or conflicts among communities;
· Foreseen to prepare necessary measures against all negative affects caused by the increased number of tourists.
15. What ethical questions do you think need to be raised when promoting the intangible heritage of certain communities?
· Encouraging application of professional ethic codes in treatment towards ICH elements ;
· Respecting ICH and all customs of local communities;

· Ensuring the conformity with the international human rights instruments and mutual respects;

· Ensuring reasonable benefits of ICH practitioners, custodians and local communities./. 
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