
FACT SHEET 
QUESTIONNAIRE TO BE FILLED OUT BY THE SECRETARIATS OF UNESCO’s INTERNATIONAL AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL BODIES  

1. Committee/Institute/Convention/Commission/Programme 
 

a. Mandate and objectives: 
 
 ICTP, as a category 1 UNESCO institute has as its  mission to: 

• Foster the growth of advanced studies and research in physical and mathematical sciences, especially in support of excellence in developing 
countries.  

• Develop high-level scientific programmes keeping in mind the needs of developing countries, and provide an international forum of scientific 
contact for scientists from all countries.  

• Conduct research at the highest international standards and maintain a conducive environment of scientific inquiry for the entire ICTP community.  

 
b. Do you have specific goals for the work foreseen in the current biennium? 
         
 Our objectives are in line with the 38 C/5 and are listed in SISTER. 
 
 
c. Number of members and length of mandate periods for members 
 
 There are 3 members as stipulated by a tripartite agreement The Italian Government, IAEA and UNESCO. There is an indefinite mandate period. 
 
d. Are the members organized by electoral groups?   
 
 NO. 
 
e. Intergovernmental or personal capacity/expert capacity of members 
 
 Intergovernmental and Governmental capacity. 
 



FACT SHEET 
QUESTIONNAIRE TO BE FILLED OUT BY THE SECRETARIATS OF UNESCO’s INTERNATIONAL AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL BODIES  

f. Have chairperson or/and Members States received introduction to the work and working methods?  
 NO. 
 
g. Are Observers authorized to participate and/or take the floor? 
 
 Yes they are authorised to participate and to take the floor. 
 
h. Meeting frequency and length 
 
 Twice per annum for at least 3 hours on each occasion. 
 
i. How many languages are interpreted during the meetings? 
 
 Meetings are exclusively in English. 
 
j. Where do the meetings take place? 
 
 At the institute. 
 
k. Overall budget, including corresponding funding sources broken down as follows: 

 
 RP Other sources 
Organizing meetings  Budget for the Steering Committee 

meetings: USD  33,970 per year 
Operational activities 

 
  

UNESCO staff (approximate budget in lump 
sum) 

 Estimated effort related to the Steering 
Committee per year: USD  19,970 
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2. Bureau (if any): NONE 
 

a. Number of members, mandate period, number of times for possible reelection 
b. Intergovernmental or personal capacity/expert capacity? 
c. Meetings frequency and length 
d. Are observers allowed to participate and/or speak? 
e. Interpretation during the meetings? 
f. How many languages interpreted during the meetings? 
g. Where do the meetings take place? 

 

3. Rules of procedure 
 

a. Who adopts the rules of procedure? 
 
Rules of procedure were set forth in the tripartite agreement. 
 

b. Preparation of meeting 
i. Who decides agenda? 
  
 The chairperson. 
 
ii. When are documents sent out?  
 
 A couple of weeks in advance. 
 
iii. Are they sent out in paper form?  
 
 No, they are sent in electronic form. 
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iv. Can you opt out of receiving printed documents? 
 
 Does not arise. 
 
v. Who decides the timetable? 
 
 The chairperson in consultation with the other members. 
 
vi. Who convenes the meeting?  
 The chairperson. 
 
vii. Do you open up for video meetings? 
 
 Yes we do. 
 
viii. Can there be extraordinary sessions? YES. 
 

i. If yes: how? One of  the members requests it and the chairperson must approve and call it. 
 

ix. Do you appoint sub groups or sub committees?  YES 
 

i. If so for what duration and for which tasks?   
 

There has only been one case and it was exceptional in order to address an audit report 
 

c. Decision-making 
i. Who prepare draft decisions? 
  
 Decisions are taken and drafted during the meeting. 
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ii. Until when can member states suggest new draft decision or amendments? 
 
 Members of the steering committee can make suggestions up to and during the meeting. 
 
 
iii. Are observers allowed to participate and/or speak? YES/YES 
 
iv. How are decisions adopted? 
 
Two thirds majority. 

 

4. Relation to General Conference and Executive Board and to other intergovernmental organs 
a. Do you formally submit proposals for the program and budget of UNESCO (C/5)? YES 

 
a. If yes, how? 

   
 Through the Natural Sciences Sector. 
 

b. How do you follow-up the General Conference’s resolutions?  
 
 Through the natural Science Sector 
 

c. Do you give input to the Executive Board in your field of competence?  
 
 We have not been asked. 
 

d. Do you report on your activities to the General Conference and/or to the Executive Board more than once during each four year programme 
period? 
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 NO 
 

e. How do you follow-up the Executive Board decisions? 
 
 Through the Natural Sciences Sector. 
 

f. Does a specific framework exist to collaborate with other international and intergovernmental bodies? 
 
Our institute has collaborations and agreements with other international agencies eg. IAEA, ITU, WMO. 

 

5. Any others comments regarding the governance of international and intergovernmental bodies 
The institute also has a 15-member Scientific Council composed of faculty members from top scientific institutions worldwide that advise the 
director on all scientific issues. There is one yearly meeting that coincides with one of the two meetings of the Steering Committee. The whole 
activity last 1 and a half days. The members of the Steering Committee usually attend to all the activities of the Scientific Council. 
 

6. Please provide the reference and if possible hyperlink to the relevant statutory documents, including General Conference Resolutions 
establishing the bodies and relevant Executive Board decisions 
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