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Item 8 of the Provisional Agenda:

Use of the Resources of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund
	SUMMARY

Article 7 (c) of the Convention requires that the Committee submit to the General Assembly a draft plan for the use of the resources of the Fund, in accordance with Article 25. This document presents that draft plan, annexed to the Draft Resolution, for the Assembly’s approval.

Decision required: Paragraph 9


1. Article 7 (c) of the Convention requests the Committee to ‘prepare and submit to the General Assembly for approval a draft plan for the use of the resources of the [Intangible Cultural Heritage] Fund, in accordance with Article 25’. According to Article 25.4 of the Convention, the use by the Committee of the resources of the Fund ‘shall be decided on the basis of guidelines laid down by the General Assembly’. These guidelines were adopted by the General Assembly at its second session (Resolution 2.GA 5), and are included in Chapter II of the Operational Directives for the implementation of the Convention. 

2. UNESCO’s financial period for budget estimates comprises two consecutive years starting on 1 January of an even year and ending on 31 December of the following odd year. The Fund operates on the same financial period, according to its Financial Regulations adopted by the Committee (Decision 1 EXT.COM 9). However, the General Assembly of the States Parties to the Convention meets in ordinary session in even years, about six months after the start of the financial period. 

3. At its second session, the General Assembly consequently approved a plan for the use of the resources of the Fund, together with the budget for the period of July 2008 to December 2009 and the provisional budget for the period of January to June 2010 (Resolution 2.GA 8). The budget presented and approved for the period of January 2010 to June 2010 was provisional in order to avoid any interruption in programme execution. 

4. By Decision 4.COM 12, the Committee submits to the General Assembly for approval a new draft plan for the use of the resources of the Fund, covering the period of January 2010 to December 2011 and January 2012 to June 2012, as annexed to the Draft Resolution below. In that decision, the Committee also decided ‘to base the draft Plan for the use of the resources of the Fund on the total amount available as of 31 December 2009, including any unused balance’ (paragraph 4). This total amount includes the assessed contributions due by the States Parties in the period 2008-2009, as well as voluntary contributions received during this period, and the funds carried over from the previous period. The total amount available (operating reserves) as of 31 December 2009, as indicated in the Financial Statement issued by the Bureau of the Comptroller, is US$ 4,681,405.

5. At this early stage in the implementation of the Convention, the States Parties that are the intended beneficiaries of international assistance – the highest priority set in the Guidelines – are in many cases not yet able to take advantage of this financial support, often due to the inevitable complexity of procedures and their limited capacity and experience in framing requests for safeguarding intangible cultural heritage. While devoting the largest part of the resources of the Fund to its highest priorities, i.e. international assistance, the Committee proposes to devote a larger share of resources to overall capacity-building, awareness-raising and educational activities that will better equip States Parties to implement the Convention and benefit from its international assistance mechanisms. 

6. The Committee proposes: to slightly increase (from 52.5% to 54%) the percentage of funds globally allocated to international assistance (including the safeguarding of the heritage inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List, the preparation of inventories, and the support of other safeguarding programmes, projects and activities); to decrease the part dedicated to preparatory assistance (from 17.5% to 6%); and to increase substantially (from 3% to 18%) the part dedicated to other functions of the Committee which include capacity-building and awareness-raising activities, the organization of regional capacity-building workshops, as well as the development and implementation of activities and measures to promote and disseminate good practices and the work of the Committee. The Reserve Fund for emergency assistance referred to in Article 6 of the Fund’s Financial Regulations remains unchanged (5%) from the previous financial exercise, as do the costs of the participation in the sessions of the Committee of Committee Members and States Parties from developing countries (5% and 3% respectively). The costs of participation of public or private bodies, as well as private persons, invited by the Committee for consultation have slightly increased, from 2 to 3%, as have the costs of advisory services, from 4 to 6%.
7. The Committee’s draft plan allocates funds in each category for the respective budget periods in terms of percentages of the total resources available. If the General Assembly were to adopt a budget with exact amounts, as it did in its Resolution 2.GA 8, the Committee would not be able to make use of any voluntary supplementary contributions (as described in Article 27) credited to the Fund during the period 2010-2011. By its Decision 4.COM 8, the Committee adopted draft directives on the means to increase the resources of the Fund, presented to the third session of the General Assembly in Document 3.GA 5. Anticipating that donors to the Fund will intend their contributions to be put to use in a timely manner, the General Assembly may wish to authorize the Committee to make immediate use of any such contributions mentioned above upon receipt, in conformity with the percentages established in the Plan.
8. In the same manner, the Convention confers upon the Committee the right to ‘accept contributions and other forms of assistance for general and specific purposes relating to specific projects, provided that those projects have been approved by the Committee’ (Article 25.4). In order to encourage such contributions during the period 2010-2011 and the first months of the following period, the General Assembly may further wish to authorize the Committee to make immediate use of such contributions provided that those projects have been approved by the Committee prior to the receipt of the funds. 
9. The General Assembly may wish to adopt the following resolution:

DRAFT RESOLUTION 3.GA 8
The General Assembly, 

1. Having examined document ITH/10/3.GA/CONF.201/8,
2. Recalling Article 7 (c) of the Convention and paragraphs 59 and 60 of the Operational Directives,
3. Approves the plan for the use of the resources of the Fund for the period of 1 January 2010 to 31 December 2011 as well as for the period 1 January 2012 to 30 June 2012, as annexed to this Resolution, it being understood that at the time of its fourth session in June 2012, it may readjust the budget plan from January to June 2012;
4. Authorizes the Committee to make immediate use of any voluntary supplementary contributions that might be received during these periods, as described in Article 27 of the Convention, in accordance with the percentages laid out in the plan;
5. Further authorizes the Committee to make immediate use of any contributions it might accept, during these periods, for specific purposes relating to specific projects, provided that those projects have been approved by the Committee prior to the receipt of the funds, as described in Article 25.4 of the Convention.
Annex

	Draft plan for the use of the resources of the Fund
	Indicative amount 
2010-2011
(base = US$
4,681,405)
	Indicative amount  Jan-Jun 2012
(base = US$ 
1,170,351)

	For the period 1 January 2010 to 31 December 2011, as well as for the period 1 January 2012 to 30 June 2012, the resources of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund may be used for the following purposes: 
	% of the total amount
	
	

	1.
	International assistance, comprising the safeguarding of the heritage inscribed on the Urgent Safeguarding List, the preparation of inventories, and the support of other safeguarding programmes, projects and activities;
	54%
	 $  2,527,959 
	 $    631,990 

	2. 
	Assistance for the preparation of nomination files for the Urgent Safeguarding List, as well as for the preparation of proposals for the register of good practices (preparatory assistance);
	6%
	 $     280,884 
	 $      70,221 

	3.
	Other functions of the Committee as described in Article 7 of the Convention and in the Operational Directives, including the publication of the lists and the register of good practices, capacity building and awareness raising activities, the organization of regional capacity building workshops, as well as the development and implementation of activities and measures to promote and disseminate good practices and the work of the Committee;
	18%
	 $     842,653 
	 $    210,663 

	4.
	The participation in the sessions of the Committee, its Bureau and its subsidiary bodies of experts in intangible cultural heritage representing developing countries that are States Members of the Committee;
	5%
	 $     234,070 
	 $      58,518 

	5.
	The participation in the sessions of the Committee of experts in intangible cultural heritage representing developing countries that are Parties to the Convention but not Members of the Committee;
	3%
	 $     140,442 
	 $      35,111 

	6.
	The participation of public or private bodies, as well as private persons, notably members of communities and groups, that have been invited by the Committee, its Bureau and its subsidiary bodies to consult them on specific matters;
	3%
	 $     140,442 
	 $      35,111 

	7.
	The costs of advisory services to be provided at the request of the Committee;
	6%
	 $     280,884 
	 $      70,221 

	8.
	To build up the Reserve Fund referred to in Article 6 of the Fund’s Financial Regulations.
	5%
	 $     234,070 
	 $      58,518 

	
	Total
	100%
	 $  4,681,405 
	 $ 1,170,351 

	Funds that have not been committed at the end of the period of this Plan are carried over to the next financial period and shall be allocated in accordance with the Plan approved by the General Assembly at that time.
	
	

	For the period of 1 January 2012 to 30 June 2012, one-fourth of the amount established for the twenty-four-months of the financial period 2010-2011 shall be allocated on a provisional basis.
	
	



