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CONVENTION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE 
INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE
SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE 

Sixth session

Bali, Indonesia
22 to 29 November 2011
Item 14 of the Provisional Agenda:

Establishment of a Subsidiary Body for the examination in 2012 
of nominations for inscription on the Representative List of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, and adoption of its terms of reference 

	Summary

Examination of nominations for inscription on the Representative List is accomplished by a subsidiary body of the Committee established in accordance with Rule 21 of its Rules of Procedure. The present document proposes the establishment of such a body.

Decision required: paragraph 8


1.
In conformity with paragraph 29 of the Operational Directives for the Implementation of the Convention, examination of nominations for inscription on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity is accomplished by a subsidiary body of the Committee established in accordance with its Rules of Procedure.

2.
The Subsidiary Body submits an examination report to the Committee which includes an assessment of the conformity of the nominations with the required criteria (paragraph 25) and a recommendation to inscribe or not to inscribe the nominated element on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, or to refer the nomination to the submitting State for additional information (paragraph 31). The Subsidiary Body examines every year nominations for inscription on the Representative List in accordance with the resources available and its ability to examine these nominations (paragraph 30).

3.
In accordance with the timetable set out in paragraph 55 of the Operational Directives, the Subsidiary Body examines files from December until May and meets for the final examination between April and June. Four weeks prior to the Committee session, the examination reports are transmitted to the members of the Committee. The files and the examination reports are also available online for consultation by the States Parties. 
4.
Pursuant to Rule 21 of the Committee’s Rules of Procedure, the Committee defines the composition and the terms of reference (including mandate and duration of office) of a subsidiary body at the time of its establishment. A subsidiary body may only be composed of States Members of the Committee. In appointing the members of the Subsidiary Body, due regard is given to the need to ensure an equitable geographical representation. As the Subsidiary Body will complete its work before the fourth session of the General Assembly, all of the current members of the Committee are eligible for selection.
5.
In Decision 5.COM 7, the Committee adopted at its fifth session the terms of reference of the second Subsidiary Body for the examination of nominations for inscription on the Representative List in 2011. In establishing this second Subsidiary Body, the Committee followed the recommendations of the first Subsidiary Body that recommended, in documents ITH/09.4.COM/CONF.209/INF.6 and ITH/10/5.COM/CONF.202/6, that the Committee  consider at the moment of establishing a new subsidiary body the opportunity to establish a system of alternating mandates under which a part of the members of the Body would be replaced each year in order to insure continuity and coherence in its work. The second Subsidiary Body was therefore established with a mandate of one year to allow a partial renewal of its members for the 2012 cycle. The draft terms of reference of the Subsidiary Body in the Annex to this document therefore recommend again that the terms of office of this Body be limited to a single nomination cycle, the 2012 cycle. 
6.
In Decision 5.COM 7, the Committee also decided to convene an open ended intergovernmental working group before its sixth session to discuss possible measures to improve the treatment of nominations to the Representative List by the Committee, the Subsidiary Body and the Secretariat and invited the States Parties to submit to the Secretariat their points of view on the terms of reference of the Subsidiary Body before the meeting of the working group. The contributions are available on the website of the Convention at http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/index.php?lg=en&pg=00391. This working group met at UNESCO Headquarters on 12 and 13 September 2011 thanks to the voluntary supplementary contribution from Japan to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund. The report of this meeting is available in document ITH/11/6.COM/CONF.206/15.

7.
Among the proposals suggested at this meeting is the possibility that nominations to the Representative List be examined by the Consultative Body in charge of examining nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List, proposals for Best Safeguarding Practices and requests for International Assistance greater than US$25,000. This proposal was made to ensure a coherent and independent examination of all nominations submitted under the Convention. It was supported by the great majority of the participants. If the Committee wishes to propose this methodology for examining nominations to the Representative List, it must submit amendments to the Operational Directives for approval by the General Assembly of the States Parties, which will meet in June 2012. In any case, the examination cycle of 2012 nominations must be completed according to the Operational Directives in force at present, and thus by a subsidiary body of the Committee.
8. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:
DRAFT DECISION 6.COM 14
The Committee,
1. Having examined document ITH/11/6.COM/CONF.206/14, 

2.
Recalling Article 16 of the Convention,

3.
Further recalling chapters I.2, I.7, I.9 and I.15 of the Operational Directives related to the inscription of intangible cultural heritage elements on the Representative List,

4.
Establishes a subsidiary body for the examination of nominations for possible inscription on the Representative List in 2012 and adopts the terms of reference as presented in the Annex to this decision, in accordance with Rule 21 of its Rules of Procedure;

5.
Decides that the Subsidiary Body shall consist of [State, Group I], [State, Group II], [State, Group III], [State, Group IV], [State, Group V(a)] and [State, Group V(b)].
ANNEX

	Terms of Reference of the Subsidiary Body 
on the examination of nominations to the Representative List

	The Subsidiary Body

	1.
	Shall be composed of a State Member of each electoral group;

	2.
	Shall elect its Chairperson and, if necessary, its Vice-Chairperson(s) and its Rapporteur;

	3.
	Shall hold private meetings in accordance with Rule 19 of the Rules of Procedure of the Committee;


	4.
	Shall be responsible for the examination of nominations for inscription on the Representative List in 2012 in conformity with the related paragraphs of the Operational Directives for the Implementation of the Convention. It shall, in particular, include in its examination:

	
	(a)
	An assessment of any nomination’s conformity with the inscription criteria as provided in paragraph 2 of the Operational Directives;

	
	(b)
	A recommendation to inscribe or not to inscribe the element submitted to the Committee, or a referral of the nomination to the submitting State for additional information; 

	5.
	Shall provide the Committee with a report on its examination and its recommendations;

	6.
	Shall cease to exist following submission to the Committee at its seventh session of the report on its examination. 


