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CONVENTION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE 
INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE SAFEGUARDING 
OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE 

Meeting of the Bureau

UNESCO Headquarters, Paris, Room XI
28 October 2013

Item 6 of the Provisional Agenda:
Examination of requests for preparatory assistance for 
elaborating nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List
	Paragraph 49 of the Operational Directives provides that requests for international assistance up to US$25,000, including preparatory assistance, are examined and approved by the Bureau of the Committee. The present document concerns two such preparatory assistance requests.

Decisions required: paragraph 8


1. Paragraphs 9 (d) and 18 of the Operational Directives provide for preparatory assistance to be available to States Parties wishing to elaborate nominations to the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding or to elaborate proposals to the Register of Best Safeguarding Practices. Paragraph 49 of the Operational Directives provides that requests for international assistance up to US$25,000, including preparatory assistance, are examined and approved by the Bureau of the Committee. In its Resolution 4.GA 7, the General Assembly allocated for this purpose for the 2012-2013 period the amount of 6% of the resources of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund, constituting a sum of US$369,270, of which US$350,623 remains available at present.

2. The Bureau is asked at this time to examine and decide on two requests, for a total amount of US$27,668, both involving preparatory assistance for the elaboration of nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List:
	Submitting 
States
	Title
	File No.

	Kenya
	Rituals and practices associated with Kit Mikayi shrine of the Luo community in Kenya
	00632

	Uganda
	Madi bow lyre music, O'di
	00890


3. For each request, the Secretariat sent a letter requesting additional information and awaited a revised request, which it then assessed again and sent a second letter requesting additional information. Requests are transmitted to the Bureau when a revised version is received after the second additional information letter is sent. 
4. The complete requests are available online for consultation by the Bureau. The draft decisions below contain an outline of the requests and a general assessment of the file from the information provided. The Secretariat recommends to the Bureau to approve these two requests.
5. In accordance with the Operational Directives, the submitting States Parties have been informed about the examination. As provided in the Operational Directives, the Secretariat shall communicate the decision of the Bureau concerning the granting of assistance to the requesting party within two weeks following the decision. Nominations elaborated following assistance received in 2013 should be submitted by 31 March 2014 for possible inscription in 2015 or by 31 March 2015 for possible inscription in 2016.
6. The Bureau may wish to adopt the following decisions:

DRAFT DECISION 8.COM 3.BUR 6.1
The Bureau,

1. Recalling Article 23 of the Convention as well as chapter I.1 of the Operational Directives related to the inscription of intangible cultural heritage elements on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and I.4 related to eligibility and selection criteria of international assistance requests,
2. Having examined Document ITH/13/8.COM 3.BUR/6 as well as the request for preparatory assistance submitted by Kenya,
3. Takes note that Kenya has requested assistance in the amount of US$17,668 to elaborate a nomination to the Urgent Safeguarding List of Rituals and practices associated with Kit Mikayi shrine of the Luo community in Kenya. Kit Mikayi is a shrine site composed of a cluster of rocks some 40 metres high, situated 30 km east of Kisumu city in western Kenya. Rituals and practices enacted in association with this sacred place provide a sense of belonging, spirituality and continuity to the Luo community. The Department of Culture, Ministry of Sports, Culture and the Arts will be responsible for elaborating the nomination file with the collaboration of researchers who are familiar with intangible cultural heritage of the Luo community;
4. Decides that, from the information provided in file 00632, the request responds as follows to the criteria for granting International Assistance given in Paragraphs 10 and 12 of the Operational Directives:

The State Party is particularly determined to ensure the broadest participation of the community from the preparation of the request to different stages of the elaboration of the nomination (criterion A.1). Having undertaken an assessment of the viability of the element in cooperation with the communities and other stakeholders, the State Party will organize a workshop to enhance the understanding of stakeholders about the objectives and mechanism of the 2003 Convention and about their place in the elaboration of the nomination (criterion A.6). The community will also be asked to identify factors threatening the viability and transmission of the practice through a consultative workshop and to contribute to the elaboration of safeguarding measures. At a forum, the community will be asked to examine and endorse the nomination file before its submission;
The requested funds will pay for a researcher and documentarian’s travel expenses, organization of consultation meetings and workshops, video and photo production and editing, and support for the enactment of certain ceremonies and rituals. Contributing 29% of the overall budget of the project (criterion A.5) the State Party has requested a reasonable amount (criterion A.2) that will be equitably distributed among the persons responsible for the elaboration of the nomination file and the community members. The proposed timetable reflects activities for the elaboration of the nomination that are well planned and feasible (criterion A.5). Furthermore, Kenya is not in default of any previous contract with UNESCO (criterion A.7);
5. Welcomes the role in the elaboration of the nomination file foreseen for the facilitator trained by UNESCO within the framework of its global capacity-building strategy;
6. Approves, as authorized body, preparatory assistance request 00632 for an amount of US$17,668;
7. Requests the Secretariat to reach agreement with the requesting party on the technical details of the preparatory assistance, including a revised timetable.
DRAFT DECISION 8.COM 3.BUR 6.2
The Bureau,

1. Recalling Article 23 of the Convention as well as chapter I.1 of the Operational Directives related to the inscription of intangible cultural heritage elements on the List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding and I.4 related to eligibility and selection criteria of international assistance requests,

2. Having examined Document ITH/13/8.COM 3.BUR/6 as well as the request for preparatory assistance submitted by Uganda,
3. Takes note that Uganda has requested assistance in the amount of US$10,000 to elaborate a nomination to the Urgent Safeguarding List of Madi bow lyre music, O'di. The Madi people in Adjumani and Moyo Districts of north-western Uganda use a plucked bow lyre known as O’di to educate the youth about Madi origins or to praise women during courtship. Played by elders often at funerals to accompany solo or ensemble songs, this instrument also serves to warn against the calamities of life. The viability of the practice related to O’di is threatened mainly because of the dwindling number of players after the forced emigration of the Madi people in 1979; currently there are only six practitioners known in the region. A local non-governmental organization, Art for Peace and Community Development, will be responsible for elaborating the nomination file under the overall guidance of the Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social Development;
4. Decides that, from the information provided in file 00890, the request responds as follows to the criteria for granting International Assistance given in Paragraphs 10 and 12 of the Operational Directives:
The strengths of the request lie in the fact that the activities planned reflect the concern of the practitioners, Madi elders and community at large as well as local cultural associations and community development officers of the districts concerned, as their consent to participate in the elaboration of a nomination file has been obtained prior to the submission of the request (criterion A.1);
The funds will be used primarily to undertake consultation meetings, documentation through photography and video recording and the drafting of a nomination file. Although ambitious, the proposed timetable reflects activities planned for elaborating the nomination that are well planned and feasible (criterion A.3). The requesting State shares 49% of the costs of the proposed activities (criterion A.5); it is not in default of any previous contract with UNESCO (criterion A.7);
5. Commends the effort of the State Party to safeguard the intangible cultural heritage of a group severely affected by political conflicts and to do so through collaboration with a local non-governmental organization;

6. Encourages the State Party to strengthen the capacity of the communities in safeguarding the practice in question by explaining the purpose and the mechanism of the 2003 Convention during the consultations;

7. Approves, as authorized body, preparatory assistance request 00890 for an amount of US$10,000;
8. Requests the Secretariat to reach agreement with the requesting party on the technical details of the preparatory assistance, including a revised timetable.


