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Introduction

The set of definitions that figures below was drawn up by a group of six experts on the 15th of May 2002 at the premises of Leiden University. The group was convened by the bureau of the Dutch national commission for Unesco on the request of ms. Noriko Aikawa, head of the department of immaterial heritage at Unesco Headquarters in Paris. 

The groups consisted of five anthropologists from various Dutch institutions (expertise represented: museology, musicology, performing arts, general ethnology, encyclopaedia of anthropology, early states; the Netherlands, Indonesia, Africa, Caucasus) and one descriptive linguist (endangered languages). The group worked on the basis of preliminary definitions drawn up by one of them. The bureau of the national commission remained in contact with the various participants in the enterprise for the redaction of the wordings of the definitions, before and after translation.

The group was well aware that the results of their meeting will serve as a basis for discussions in Paris, June 10th-12th.

Definitions

1.
Community

A tightly knit social unit whose members experience strong feelings of unity and solidarity.

2.
Cultural community

A tightly knit social unit whose members experience strong feelings of unity and solidarity and which is distinguished from other communities by its own culture or cultural design, or by a variant of the generic culture.

3.
Indigenous

A group, community or custom that is generally considered to belong to a certain region or country and which cannot be shown to have originated elsewhere.

4.
Indigenous community

A tightly knit social unit, whose members experience feelings of unity and solidarity and have traditionally lived in a specific region.

5.
Local community

A tightly knit social unit, whose members experience feelings of unity and solidarity and live in a specific region.

6.
Indigenous people

A group of people belonging to a certain country or region which is distinguished from other groups by language, customs and attitudes.

[Indigenous peoples / communities

Indigenous communities, peoples and nations are those which, having a historical continuity with pre-invasion and pre-colonial societies that developed on their territories, consider themselves distinct from other sectors of the societies now prevailing in those territories, or parts of them. They form at present non-dominant sectors of society and are determined to preserve, develop, and transmit to future generations their ancestral territories, and their ethnic identity, as the basis of their continued existence as peoples, in accordance with their own cultural patterns, social institutions and legal systems.
]

7.
Local population

A group of people with the primary characteristic of living together in a limited geographical area.

8.
Social group

A number of people with close and sustained mutual ties grounded in kinship or alliance relations, a shared profession or a shared experience of  cultural practices; such groups are commonly characterized as having their own shared patterns of conduct.

9.
Ethnic group

An often large group of people with a feeling of belonging together, on the basis of shared cultural practices and ideas, including what may be a constructed common past, and, usually, also having a common language.

10.
Safeguarding

Adopting precautionary measures to shield certain cultural practices and ideas which are considered of value.

11.
Preservation

Ensuring that certain cultural practices and ideas are maintained.

12.
Protection

Ensuring that certain cultural practices and ideas do not suffer damage, and are kept intact.

13.
Revitalization

Reactivating or reinventing, or encouraging people to reactivate or reinvent, cultural practices and ideas which are no longer in use, or are falling into disuse.

14.
Promotion

Drawing people’s attention in a  positive way to aspects of cultural practices and ideas.

15.
Conservation

Taking protective measures to preserve cultural practices and ideas from neglect, destruction or exploitation.

16.
Transmission

Transferring cultural practices and ideas to another person or persons, especially to younger generations, through instruction, or by other means.

17.
Practitioners

People who, either because of their profession or because of personal interest, practice skills that are considered desirable in a certain community and which play a role in the cultural design of that community.

18.
Custodians

People with a certain responsibility, either because of their profession or because of personal interest, to protect and monitor certain cultural practices and ideas.

19.
Bearers

People who possess certain skills or knowledge allowing them to share in certain cultural practices, without necessarily being active participants.

20a.
Creators

People who create new cultural practices and/or ideas within an existing tradition, or who re-create existing cultural practices and ideas.

20b.
Actors

People who can play an active role in implementing cultural practices to which certain meanings are attached within a community. 

21.
Indigenous knowledge

Passed-on knowledge that belongs to a certain indigenous community.

22.
Traditional knowledge

Knowledge that is broadly carried within a group and which is considered by the group to have been passed on by previous generations.

23.
Living culture

The cohesive whole of cultural practices and ideas as they are carried, developed and passed on within a contemporary society. 

24.
Folklore

Performance of elements of a culture which are often considered by others than the performers as stereotypical, decontextualized and/or ritualized.

25.
Traditional culture

A set of cultural practices and ideas, which are considered to belong to the past and which are designated a certain status. 

26.
Popular culture

A blueprint for daily life that enjoys broad support in a society.

27.
Mixed culture

A cohesive set of cultural practices and ideas which clearly consists of aspects of various periods and societies.

28.
Oral tradition

Passing on by word of mouth and memorizing information from the past.

29.
Tradition

The dynamic process of attributing meanings through the performance of cultural practices that are legitimised by a shared analysis and construction of a past that a group wishes to transfer from one generation to another.

30.
Traditional

According to tradition.

31.
Oral expressions

Claims and/or ideas expressed through the spoken word or in song.

32.
Product

The material or non-material outcome / result of a cultural practice or idea.

33.
Process

Sequence of cultural practices or expressions that are seen as interconnected.

34.
Cultural space

A physical or symbolic space in which people meet to share or exchange cultural practices or ideas.

� Individuals can belong to more than one community.


� This does not exclude the existence of other indigenous communities in the same region.


� There can be several local communities in the same region.


� Definition of indigenous people from the United Nations Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities and its Study of the Problem of Discrimination against Indigenous Populations, UN Doc. E./CN.4/Sub.2/1986/7/Add. 4.para 379 (1986).


� A local population need not share cultural or other characteristics. Its members may differ in culture, faith or origin. Their only shared characteristic is that they live in the same geographical area.


� Take part in cultural practices, without being an active participant (both participants and spectators).


� The first person to use the term ‘folklore’ was the English antiquarian William Thoms in 1846. It is a compound of the ‘lore of the folk’ (the wisdom of the people).


� Each culture contains mixed forms. There is no such thing as a pure culture.


� Each tradition is a reconstruction of the past. In this sense, tradition is a celebration of the past. 
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