



























































v the time that I
B visited Australia at

the end of 1950 the
zovernment recruitment
of immigrants from re-
fugee camps 'was almost
at an end and the recruitment of Dutch, German and
Italian labour was beginning to take its place, On the
other hand relatively few of the refugees had ﬁmshed
their two years’ contract; and hence the spb]ect of
refugee immigrants was not much in the public eye. I
travelled on a immigrant ship, and followed the same
shipload through until the majority had been found work,
but my main observations were made on people who had
been from 6 to 18 months in the country.

On arrival in Australia the initial reaction of the immi-
grant was usually good. This was to be expected from
the type of letter one had seen sent home to Europe, and
officials confirmed my own impression. In general, there
was a conscious willingness to start working, to mix with
Australians rather than with fellow refugees and a feeling
of satisfaction at their impressions of the standard of
living, the employment position, and the appearance of
the country. Very few of the refugees refuse the type of
work first offered them, and in my experience more are
prepared to grab the first job they can get rather than
wait and choose between two or three possibilities, as is
usually permitted.

Most workers went into unskilled labour, as had been
forecast in their contract, and about half of them into
the various branches of public constructional work, a fact
which had been less accurately forecast and which was
not so much part of the Government’s plan. The demand
for foreign workers had been mainly in the heavy indus-
tries and in the countryside, but trade union opposition
and the unsuitability of the refugee for lonely country
life forced a diversion of this labour to the more essential
of the secondary services, a development which was
economically not very sound, since the country’s primary
production might not have been enough to carry this
after the boom in wool was over.

However, such considerations did not worry the
individual D.P.who saw no reason to regret having escaped
work which he was not well trained to undertake, being
usually too little or too well educated for it. Roads, rail-
roads, waterworks, gasworks and hospital service are all
characterized by the relatively large amount of unskilled
labour which they can use—labour where no great amount
of manual aptitude, such as is required in ironworks or
mines, is demanded—and hence the refugee was usually
fairly content in such employment, not feeling that the
work was beyond him.

GOOD NEIGHBOURS
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A shovel for the surgeon

immigrant’s previously acquired skills was to take

as much advantage as possible of these, despite
the fact that the individual was contracted irrespective
of them—it would seem to be the sensible road to fol-
low. The application of this policy, however, was very
patchy. I came across many instances of it being com-
plied with, of diplomas (science) being scrutinized and
accepted, of draughtsmen being taken from the labour
squad into the office, etc.

But I also heard of many instances where it seemed
to be forgotten or in some cases disregarded, untrained
men being sent to a shoe factory while cobblers in the
same camp were refused, builders found doing other work
at a time when the labour exchange denied having a free
builder on their books, a throat surgeon who hoped to
resume his career being allotted to roadmaking while
another physician who asked to be put into some other
occupation was being sent against her will to act as camp
doctor. Thus whether an immigrant was able to follow
his prior occupation was largely a matter of luck and the
personality of the employment officer. .

THE Government’s declared policy on the use of the

The penniless state of all refugees (those who brought
some savings 'with them soon spent them there on making
their life more bearable) and the difficulty of finding and
payving for reasonable accommodation out of current earn-
ings meant that those who were able to do so very soon
started looking for supplementary means of income from
which to accumulate a little capital.
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Hence most immigrants were keen on overtime work and
to have their wives working, and a remarkable number
of them managed, against all labour custom, to take two
jobs A4t once, dashing from a day shift in controlled
employment to a night shift elsewhere, taking weekend
employment or running their own allotments. This natur-
ally often resulted in neither job being done properly,
but at that time of full employment the State gained
by such industriousness, however much union and work-
ing class objections to the practice made its officials
disapprove. Later, however, these supplementary jobs
made trouble with the employment officers, who could
not understand why a man should object to being moved
from one job to a similar one in another location and
so believed it was only stubbornness when the refugee
resisted such a move.

Too scared to go on strike

HUs, redirected labour was usually found both by
I employment officers and by supervisors to be less
satisfactory than raw labour sent direct irom the
reception camps or left in the same area, although this
cause for unsatisfactory work did not seem to be as widely
realized as it should have been and was often not taken
into account in opinions given me on the working qualities
of the refugee.

Apart frem this type of problem, the incidence of
unsatisfactory behaviour among the refugees was quite
low, and they mostly seemed too afraid of being sent back
to Europe to take part in even as safe an activity as an
Australian-organized union protest or strike. The truly
anti-social individual, such as one meets in any commun-
ity and such as were apparently much in evidence among
ex-concentration camp refugees, were presumably present
but did not seem to be giving much trouble.

Australianization of the refugee started in Europe from
the moment he was provisionally selected. In the resettle-
ment camps, at sea and again in the reception camps in
Australia, he was taught English mixed with Australian
history and social customs under a unified and specially
adapted scheme which continues to be widely available to
him, though no longer compulsory, wherever he may find
himself later. These courses struck me as being intellig-
ently devised and energetically undertaken, lacking only
that training for democracy which after spending so long
under autocratic rule refugees so urgently required, but
which is difficult to put into an official syllabus because
of the political interpretations involved.

The programme would seem to complement the initial
conscious desire of most refugees to forget their past and
to become Australian as soon as possible, and it deserved
to succeed. Yet at the time of my visit all sources agreed
that the progress in learning English was slow, compared
with expectations, that the attendance at classes after all

.facilities had been made available was exceedingly poor,

and that contact between the immigrants and Australians
was very slight., It would seem a clear illustration, on
both sides, of the frustration of conscious intentions by
unconscious motivations. Only three of the 30 to 40
refugees with whom I spoke, the great majority of whom
had been in the country more than a year, had satis-
factory private contacts, as evidenced by having an
Australian home where they felt confident of a real wel-
come. And this was the case although my selection was
not a true cross-section but was rather biased on the side
of intelligence and stability.

Since there is no sponsorship system for the majority
of refugee immigrants to Australia and hence no
individual 'with whom they can feel personally linked,
nearly all have to depend for their free-time contacts
with Australian life on the communal efforts of State,
church and voluntary organizations, or on an extension
of contacts in work The State does very little directly
beyond the educational programme mentioned above. It
runs a newspaper for immigrants, a newspaper for societies
and individuals interested in helping the immigrant, and
has produced two propaganda films; but none of these
seems to reach the wide public, and hence although there
was some effort to educate the refugees to understand
Australian habits, little was done to explain the refugee to
the Australian beyond saying what nice people they are.

More specific welfare services for the refugee however,
are avoided as part of a deliberate policy
which, while giving him most of the privileges (Cont’d on
of an Australian and thus perhaps helping him  page 25)
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to feel himself as one, gives him no services 'which would
permit him to feel himself as something special or would
allow Australian electors to grumble about unnecessary
expense,

~ Locally, the commandants of camps have sometimes
organized entertainments and clubs to which both new-
comers and nearby residents are invited, thus incidentally
enriching the usually poor social life of the nearest small
town, but that is the most direct approach made.

Blame for lack of contact must not be laid too
thoughtlessly on the local voluntary organizations. They
were doing as much as they would do for any Australian-
born person moving into their area, probably more. It is
true that a different approach, one that the isolated
Australian had never had a chance to learn, was needed
in such cases, but it was also true that the refugee
imm:.grant too often made no adequate attempts at contact
from his side. I was given story after story of functions
being arranged for them and the newcomers not appear-
ing; of working conditions being softened for them and
vet being rejected or abused; of sulkiness, quarrelling and
other forms of misbehaviour, both at organized gatherings
and in private contacts.

The refugee immigrant saw the problem differently.
Such organized assimilation and get-together activities as
we have mentioned should have been needed only for the
more bashful among them. In most countries of Europe

“they could—so they thought—have adjusted themselves
easily enough to the local population, no matter how little
they knew of the language. But in Australia, so the story
went, there was no social life to get into, nor any true
friendliness on individual contact.

The common picture was that the refugee would join
the local sports club, go drinking, attend dances and
functions, and in general be moderately welcome.
Certainly, few of them experienced anything like real
host’lity. But after a couple of invitations to home, to
drink, to play tennis, duty seemed to have been fulfilled
on the Australian’s part, and although relations might
remain perfectly cordial there was no deepening of the
contact or extension through it to other contacts.

There is some truth in both points of view, and some-
thing left out by them both as well. The general culture
"of Australian society is more distant from that of Europe
or America than is commonly recognized. A discussion
of it is outside the scope of this article, since we are here
concerned with the refugee side of assimilation, not the
other. Briefly, however, it may be said that the pioneer
tradition had engendered a belief in self-sufficiency and
a scorn for those social functions which attempt to do
for the individual what he should be capable of doing for
himself. Hence the social life of Australian towns is
remarkably simple. To that extent the refugees’ complaint
is true—social life of the complexity found in central
Europe does not exist. ’

Not prepared for pioneering

uT it is also almost certainly true that if the refugees

had found a society of the complexity and richness

of Europe, they would still have had difficulties in
adjusting and 'would still have shown abnormalities
in their behaviour. The self-sufficiency which Aus-
tralian culture believed in was just the state of mind
which the refugee, rootless and emotionally shaken by past
events, could least attain to. The self-sufficiency of the
pioneer is based on the principle that the individual can
control his relations with his environment, and Australian
history in post-pioneer days has never met a situation
which really challenged that; but the whole existencé of
the refugee is an epitome of the contrary theory, namely,
that the individual is a toy in the grip of uncontrollable
forces. Hence the newcomer needed not only emotional
strength to become more self-sufficient, but also had to
assume implicitly—for the foundations of Australian
culture were never explicit for him—a philosophy which
their whole recent life belied.

Faced with this quandary the natural tendency was to
resist assimilation, or at the least to make no positive
efforts towards it. Occasionally this resistance showed
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itself as a hostility or even (in 1953) in a demand to be
sent back to Europe, bad though that was recognized to
be. More commonly the wish to co-operate was there,
but the will to do it was frustrated by unconscious or
unrecognized forces. I remember one young Yugoslav
couple, both working, both making reasonable money,
living privately with an old, ex-Yugoslav, Australian.
They wanted to learn English; their old landlord was
strongly encouraging them to do so; and there was an
English class two streets away. And yet they never went
to it. Their personal contacts were not too bad since
they had, in their landlord, one good friend; but learning
English meant accepting the change of life and the
change of personality which their resettlement both
offered and demanded. In their talk with me it was clear
that this change was being resisted.

Leadership taken by extremists

- N my own experience such a feeling was to be ‘found
less commonly at that time than at the time of reset-
tlement, but it undoubtedly appears in the majority

of refugees at some time or another and when it does it
is a major factor in his appearance or behaviour. In
Australia there can be little doubt that while the refugee
immigrants were adjusting themselves quite rap.dly to
their new economic conditions they were, at the time of
my visit, resisting quite strongly those aspects of the assi-
milation programme which appeared to them to threaten
their original integrity.

In relieving the strains which assimilation was imposing
at that time, the societies run by the refugees themselves
could only give limited help. In the first place, they
were anything but united. All the traditional trends of
European politics seemed to have their counterparts in
the groups and organizations which the exiles had
developed. In the second place the Government’s declared
intention of promoting assimilation and preventing parti-
cularism made it difficult for them to operate and tended
to restrain anyone but-the extremists from seeking leader-
ship among them.

The situation in Australia, then, whereby refugee
immigrants are found to be adjusting more rapidly to the
economic than to the social environment, is not an unex-
pected or unusual one. The thing that gives it
significance in the present context is the declared policy
of the Australian Government and people to press for
assimilation ‘within one generation and to obstruct any
attempts which might be made to form local colonies of
immigrants speaking the same language.

The difficulties which the refugees were having in
accepting the change of personality which goes with
assimilation, and in making local contacts, could be easily
handled and hence would be of little importance if they
were allowed to form their own communities, as in some
other countries. (As it was, they remained largely in their
own communities in camps, but every effort was made
to ensure that no community spirit or sense of permanence
was developed.) The psychological effect of the present
policy, however, appears to be making the refugee feel
even more isolated than he had felt before resettlement,
and it was not linking him to any group 'whose ethics he
could be expected to adopt.

Economic rewards were sufficient, and probably will still
be even in a time of recession, but emotional rewards for
conforming behaviour did seem to be inadequate, and in
consequence it appeared possible at the time of my visit
that much personal or social breakdown was liable to
occur among these people in the near future.

*

This article has been taken from a recently-published Unesco
study in the Population and Culture series entitled “Flight and
Resettlement” (Price: $ 3.50; 19/6; 950 jfr.). Mr. Murphy’s
observations are based on a visit made to Australia at the end
of 1950 and should not, therefore, be taken to indicate that
conditions have in no way changed since that time. The New
Australian movement and various vocational training schemes
have, without doubt, helped considerably to integrate the refugee
immigrant in the Australian community. However, many of
the social adjustment problems mentioned are still unsolved.
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Letters

Sir,

As I regularly read the Unesco Cou-
RIER, my attention was drawn by the
pictures on page 32 of No. 5 (1955):
“Unesco in Pictures” (Learning to
“hear” with their eyes). I read, in refer-
ence to the Institute for Deaf Mutes
at Bandung, that it was “the only one
of its kind in Indonesia”. There are in
fact two, and a third is being bu’lt.
Besides the Institute at Bandung there
is also an Institute at Wonosobo (Cen-
tral Java) which up till now educated
children of both sexes. In November of
this year the boy pupils will move to a
new building, also at Wonosobo. The
‘Wonosobo Institute is under the direc-
tion of the Reverend Sisters and the
newly-built one will be directed by the
Brothers of Charity,” who are well-
known in Belgium for their institutes
for deaf-mutes (L’Institut Royal des
Aveugles et des Sourds-muets, at Brus-
sels and U'Institut Royal des Sourds-
muets at Ghent.)

The n2w building is not only projec-
ted for deaf-mute children of primary-
school age, but also older boys who are
taught a profession (shoemaking, print-
ing, weaving, etc.) so that when they
leave school, they are able to find their
own way in human society.

The new project cannot be financed
by the Brothers themselves, so the build-
ing costs are partly borne by the Indo-
nesian Government which really under-
stands the necessity of this charitable

t o

work. But as for the educational ap-
pliances, the machinery, the tools, the
installation of electricity, the direction
of the school would certainly appreciate
help.

D. Baak.
Brothers of Charity,
2 Djalan Bruderan,
Purworedjo, Indonesia.

Sir,

We noted with regret that in the re-
cent issue of The UNESCO COURIER devo-
ted to women the name of our League
was om’tted from the list of women's
organizations working with TUnesco...
You did, however, - include the World
Union of Women for International Con-
cord to which we are affiliated (without
being dependent on it). -We were in
fact instrumental in bringing to the
Union’s attention the work accomplish-
ed by Une:co and the support which it
merited. The fact that much work is
done on the national or local level in
no way implies that we are not working
on the human plane..,

Leontine Roux.
General Secretary,
International League of Mothers
and Women Teachers for the
Promotion of Peace,
Clermont-Ferrand, France.

Edilor's Note : By a regrettable error, the
International League of Mothers and Women

the editor

Teaehers for the Promotion of Peace was
omilted from the lisl of women’s oryaniza-
tions on page 40 of onr issue No. 11, 1955,
and also the names of two more organiza-
tions —The International Council of Women
Psychologists, C/o Dr. Narriet T, O'Shea,
Psycholoqy Department, Burde University,
Lafayette, Indiana, U.S.A. and the Interna-
tionul Council of Social Democratic Women,
8, Motcomdb S!., London, S.W.l., G!. Brituin.

Sir,

As Chairman of the Unesco Club in
the Orne Department Teachers' Train-
ing College, I want to congratulate
you on the UNEsco couURrIER which
makes continual progress. It is interest-
ing and within everyone's reach, and is
always full of valuable information. I
have just received the issue on “The
Conquest of the Desert” (No. 8/9 1955
: U.S. November 1955). Congratulations!
You are doing good work; keep it up.

R. Navailli,
Teachers, Training College,
Alengon, Orne, France.

Sir,

I have received a copy of the UNEsco
courier of June (U.S.A. edition)
“Puppets—Magic World in Miniature”
with a great deal of pleasure. I am not
sure to whom I am indebted for this,
but I would like to congratulate you on
this most interesting issue and to thank
you very much for its receipt.

Cecil Stavordale,
Stavordale Marioncttes
Finchley, London.

Unesco’s National

NATIONAL DISTRIBUTORS

distributors from

— 1956

PUERTO RICO. — Pan American Bo;k

whom the English, French and Spanish
editions of the UNESCO COURIER
can be obtained are listed below.

ALGERIA, — Editions de I'Empire, 28,
rue Michelet, Algiers. -

ARGENTINA, — Editorial Sudamericana
S.A., Alsina 500, Buenos Aires.
Inter-Prensa, Florida 229, Buenos Aires.

AUSTRALIA. — Oxford University Press,
346, Little Collins Screet, Melbourne,

AUSTRIA. — Wilhelm Frick Verlag, 27
Graben, Vienna I, R

BELGIUM. — Louis de Lannoy, Editeur-
Libraire, 15, rue du Tilleul, Ganval
{Brabant).

BOLIVIA. — Libreria Selecciones, Avenida
Camacho 369, Casilla 972, La Paz,

BRAZIL. — Livraria Agir Editora, Rua
México 98-B, Caixa Postal 3291, Rio de
Janeiro.

CAMBODIA. — Librairie Albert Porcail,
14, Avenue Boulloche, Phnom-Penh.

CANADA. — University of Toronto Press,
Toronto 5.

Periodica Inc., 5112, Avenue Papineau,
Montreal 34,

CEYLON. — The Associated Newspapers
of Ceylon Ltd., Lake House, P.O. Box
244, Colombo |,

CHILE. — Libreria Universitaria, Alameda
B. O'Higgins 1059, Santiago,

COLOMBIA. — Libreria Central, Carrera,
6-A No 14-32, Bogora,

COSTA RICA. — Trejos
Apartado 1313, San Jose.

CUBA, — Unesco Centro Regional en el
Hemisferio Occidental, Calle 5 No. 306
Vedado, Apartado 1358, Havana.

Hermanos,

CYPRUS. — M.E. Constantinides, P.O.
Box 473, Nicosia.
CZECHOSLOVAKIA., — Artia Lud,,

30, Ve Smeckach, Prague 2.
DENMARK. — Ejnar Munksgaard Ltd.,
6, Nérregade, Copenhagen K.
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. — Libreria
Dominicana, Mercedes 49, Apartados de
Correos 656, Ciudad Trujille.
ECUADOR. — Libreria Cientifica, Luque
233, Casilla 362, Guayaquil.

EGYPT. — La Renaissance d'Egypte, 9 Sh.
Adly-Pasha, Cairo.

ETHIOPIA. — International Press Agency,
P.0. Box 120, Addis Ababa.

FINLAND. — Akateeminen Kirjakauppa,
2 Keskuskatu, Helsinki.

FORMOSA. — The World Book Company
Ltd., 99, Chungking South Road, Sec-
tion I, Taipeh, Taiwan.

FRANCE. — Unesco Bookshop, 19, Ave-
nue Kléber, Paris, 16°*. C.C.P. Paris
12598-48.

Sales & Distribution Division,
nue Kléber, Paris, 16°.

FRENCH WEST INDIES. — Librairie
). Bocage, rue Llavoir, Fort de France,
Martcinique.

GERMANY. — R. Oldenbourg K.G.,
Unesco-Yertrieb fiir Deutschland, Rosen-
heimerstrasse 145, Munich 8.

GREECE. — Librairie H. Kauffmann, 28,
rue du Scade, Achens.

HAITI. — Librairie « A la Caravelle »,
36, rue Roux, B.P, 111, Port-au-Prince.

HONG-KONG. — Swindon Book Co., 25,
Nathan Road, Kowloon.

HUNGARY. — Kultura, P.O. Box
Budapest 62.

INDIA. — Orient Longmans Ltd.
Indian Mercantile Chamber, Nicol Road,
Bombay |
17, Chittaranjan Avenue, Calcutea 13.
36a, Mount Road, Madras 2.

Sub-Depots :

Oxford Book & Stationery Co., Scindia
House, New Delhi,

Rajkamal Publications Ltd., Himalaya
House, Hornby Road, Bombay I.

INDONESIA. — G.C.T, Van Dorp & Co.,
Djalan Nusantara 22, Posttrommel 85,
Jakarta.

IRAN. — lIranian National Commission for
Unesco, Avenue du Musée, Teheran.

IRAQ. — Mackenzie’s Bookshop, Baghdad.

ISRAEL. — Blumstein's Bookstores Ltd.,
35, Allenby Road, P.O. Box 4101, Tel-
Aviv,

ITALY. — Libreria Commissionaria San-
soni, Via Gino Capponi 26, Casella Pos-
tale 552, Florence.

19, Ave-

149,

JAMAICA, — Sangster’s Book Room, 99,
Harbour Street, Kingston,

Knox Educational Services, Spaldings.

JAPAN. — Maruzen Co. Ltd., 6, Tori-
Nichome, Nihonbashi, P.O. Box 605
Tokyo Central, Tokyo. .

JORDAN. — Joseph |. Bahous & Co., Dar
ul-Kutub, Salt Reoad, P.O. Box 66, Am-
man.

KOREA. — Korean National Commission
for Unesco, Ministry of Education, Seoul.

LEBANON. — Librairie Universelle, Ave-
nue des Frangais, Beirut.

LIBERIA, — ). Momolu Kamara, 69, Front
& Gurley Streets, Monrovia.

LUXEMBOURG. ~ Librairie Paul Bruck,
33, Grand'Rue, Luxembourg.

MALAYAN FEDERATION AND SIN-
GAPORE. — Peter Chong & Co., Post
Office Box |35, Singapore, .-

MALTA. — Sapienza’s Library, 26, Kings-
way, Valletea. .

MEXICO. — Libreria y Ediciones Emilio
Obregon, Avenida Juarez No. 30, Mexico
D.F.

NETHERLANDS. — N.V. Martinus Ni-
jhoff, Lange Voorhout, 9, The Hague.

NEW ZEALAND. — Unesco Publications
Centre, 100, Hackthorne Road, Christ-
church.

NIGERIA. — C.M.S. Bookshop, P.O, Box
174, Lagos.

NORWAY, — A.S. Bokhjornet, Stortings-
plass 7, Oslo.

PAKISTAN. — Ferozsons : 60, The Mall,
Lahore.

Ferozsons : Bunder Road, Karachi.
Ferozsons : 35, The Mall, Peshawar,

PANAMA. — Agencia Internacional de
Publicaciones, Plaza de Arango No. 3,
Apartado 2052, Panama, R.P.

PARAGUAY. — Agencia de Librerias de
Salvador Nizza, Calle Pte. Franco No 39/
43, Asuncion.

PERU, — Libreria Mejia Baca, Jiron Azan-
garo 722, Lima,

PHILIPPINES, — Philippine Education Co.
Inc., 1104 Castillejos, Quiapo, P.O. Box
620, Manila.

PORTUGAL. — Publicacoes Europa-Ame-
rica Ltda, Rua das Flores 45, 1, Lisbon,

Co., P.O. Box 3511, San Juan 17.

SPAIN. — Llibreria Cientifica Medinaceli,
Duque de Medinaceli 4, Madrid.
Ediciones |beroamericans, S.A., Pizarro 19,
Madrid.

SURINAM. — Radhakishun & Co. Ltd.
{Book- Dept.), Watermolenstraat 36,
Paramaribo.

SWEDEN. — A/B C.E. Fritzes, Kungl

Hovbokhandel, Fredsgaten 2, Stockholm
l6.

SWITZERLAND. — Europa Verlag, -5,
Rimistrasse, Zurich.
Payot, 40, rue du Marché, Geneva.

TANGIER. — Paul Fekete, 2, rue Cook,
Tangier,

THAILAND. — Suksapan Panit, Mansion
9, Rajdamnern Avenue, Bangkok.

TUNISIA, — Victor Boukhors, 4, rue
Nocard, Tunis.
TURKEY. — Librairie Hachette, 469,

Istiklal Caddesi, Beyoglu, Istanbul.

UNION OF BURMA. — Burma Educa-
tional Bookshop, 551-3, Merchane Screet,
P.O. Box 222, Rangoon.

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. — Van
Schaik’s Bookstore, Libri Building, Church
Street, P.O. Box 724, Pretoria,

UNITED KINGDOM. — H.M. Stationery
Office, P.O. Box 569, London, S.E.Il.

UNITED STATES. — National Agency
for Incernacional Publications, 500, Fifth
Avenue, New York 36, N.Y,

URUGUAY. — Unesco Centro de Coope-
racion Cientifica para América Latina,
Bulevar Arcigas 1320-24, Casilla de Cor-
reo 859, Montevideo.

Oficina de Representacion de Editoriales,
18 de Julio, 1333, Montevideo.

VENEZUELA, — Libreria Villegas Vene-
zolana, Av. Urdaneta - Esq. Las lIbarras,
Edif. Riera, Apartado 2439, Caracas,

VIET-NAM. — Librairie Nouvelle Albert
Porcail, 185-193, rue Catinat, B.P. 283,
Saigon.

YUGOSLAVIA, — Jugoslovenska Knjiga,
Terazije 27711, Belgrade.
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From the Unesco Newsroom

TAPPING NATURE’S
RESERVOIRS: The first group
of civil engineers and geologists
from the Institute of Hydrogeo-
logy, Istanbul, Turkey, which
was created in 1952 with the
help of UnEesco’s Technical
Assistance Mission to Turkey,
is now taking part in an all-
out plan to develop Turkey’s
underground water resources.
Teams consisting of a geologist
and a civil engineer have gone
to the country’s ten principal
river basins to carry out inten-

" sive water prospecting and to
make plans for the fullest ex-
ploitation of this resource.

% TREASURES OF THE
NILE: Egypt is setling up a
special recearch centre for
study.ng Ancient Egyptian
art and civilization. In res-
ponse to the Egyptian Go-
vernment’s request for aid in
forming a local and complete
collection of archives for this
purpose, UNEsco is sending
Mrs. Desroches-Ncblecouit,
Curator of Egyptian Antiqui-
ties at the Louvre Museum,
to Cairo as chief of mission,
The centre’s first task will
be to plan the preservation
of im~ortant monuments
such as the Temple of Abu
Simbel in Nubia, which may
be threalened if a proposed
new dam is constructed there.

NEVV LIFE FOR OLD
MASTERS: Rome has been
chosen as the site for a new
international centre for the pre-
servation and restoration of
paintings, sculptures, ancient
monuments and other “cultural
property” by Unesco’'s Executive
Board. The Centre will make
available the latest world-wide
developments in giving ancient
works of art a new life. It will
also make suggestions on top
priority preservation work and
prepare a programme of re-
search work to be carried out
on an international level. When
agreements with the Italian
Government have been con-
cluded Member States of UNEsco
will be asked to participate in
the work of the Centre.

% ENERGY FROM THE
SUN: Seven hundred sc.en-
tists from 30 mnations met
recently in Phcenizr, Arizona
U.S.A., for the world’s first
Symposium on Solar Energy.
The sun’s rays have already
been harnessed for the pro-
duction of electrical energy,
for irrigation and refrigera-
tion, for cooking and the dis-
tillation of sea watcr, but
only a fraction of their im-
mense polentialilies is being
used. Statistics
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quoted by

delegates showed that, alth-
ough the initial cost of solar
energy installations is heavy
their operatlion is exiremely
economical. Solar plants cculd
provide an additional source
of cheap power, particularly
in under-developed countries.
Dr. Bessel Kok of the Ne-
therlands stated ‘‘the’ pro-
duction of our farms and
forests could be increased in
theory from ten to twenty-
fold” if betier use were made
of the sun’s power.

SCIENCE IN SCHOOLS:
Seventeen British  induscrial
concerns have contributed one
and a half million pounds ster-
ling to establish a fund for the
advancement of science teaching

world’s leading host country
for foreign students is the
United States with 33,833
students, “Study Abroad” re-
porls. Francz ranks second
with 9,329 students, and the
United Kingdom third with
8,619 students. In Latin
America, Mex.co heads the
list with 2,039 foreign stu-
dents, while in Asia Japan
leads with 3,768 students.

More than 24 per cent of
the students who go abroad
study the humanities, 17.7
per cent go in for medicine,
15.1 per cent for engineering,
147 per cent for the social
sciences and 11.9 for the
natural sciences. Leading
donor country is the United
States with 17,356 fellowships
offered to joreign students,

from four European countries.

Norway.
paper plant,

many, the first industrial

‘ATOMS FOR PEACE’ AGENCY
APPROVED BY U.N. ASSEMBLY

The United Nations General Assembly recently gave unanimous
approval to the setting up of an International Atomic Energy Agency.
It also recommended that a second international technical confer-
ence similar to the “Atoms for Peace” Conference, held in Geneva
last August, should take place in twa or three years’ time.
of progress in using atomic power for peace has come recently
At Marcoule, in France, the first
of three reactors being built by the Atomic Energy Commission
will start producing power early this year to operate an electricity
plant. An ctomic reactor is being built inside a mountain at Halden,
By next year it will be supplying steam to o pulp and
About one third of the electric current needed for-
the Brussels Exhibition in 1958 will be provided by an atomic
reactor constructed in Belgium. After the exhibition, the reactor
will generate power for Belgium’s railway system.
atomic power plant will be built as
soon as the Atomic Energy Law is passed by the Bonn Parliament.
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in schools. Aim of this fund is

to provide an adequate flow of -

qualified scientists and techno-
logists into British industry.

* STUDY ABROAD: More
than 50,000 fellowships and
scholarships offered to for-
eign students by institutions
in over 100 couniries and
territories are listed in the
1955-1956 edition of “ Study
Abroad” published by UNEs-
co. This new seventh ed.tion
of “Study Abroad” also in-
cludes a report on UNESCO’S

third annual survey of for-.

eign student enrolments in
universities and institutions
of higher educction through-
out the world. The survey
shows that, in 1954, 125,000
students were studying in
foreign countries. The

followed by France with 5,491
and Egypt with 3,588. Other
chapters of “Study Abroad”
which can be obtained from
UnEsco House, Paris, or
through UnEisco distributors
(see opposile page) price:
$2. 00; 10/6d. or 5J0 French
franes, deal with the fellow-
ship programmes of the u. N.
and ils specialized agencies,
and general guidance to
students.

N EW AFRICAN UNIVER-
SITY: A new university, to be
known as the University of the
Belgian Congo and Ruanda-
Urundi, is to be established with
headquarters at Elizabethville.
Various schools and faculties
will be set up throughout the
region according to special local
needs. An autonomous institu-

" tion,

the new university will
have the same rights and pri-
vileges as those in Belgium.

%+ WAR ON ILLITERACY:
Bolivia and Ecuador have
joined Costa R.ca and Nica-
ragua in a large scale cam-
paign to wipe out illiteracy
within their borders. The
campaign, launched by the
Organization of American
States, aims at establishing
100.000 reading centres. in
twenty Latin American re-
publics. “Popular libraries”
will be set up in 1,500 com-
munities of Bolivia and
Ecuador. More than 3,000
centres being set up in Costa
Rica and Nicaragua have
already received libraries of
textbooks.

BETTER FISH CROPS:
The private life of the fish t.om
the egg to the frying pan re-
cently had the sp:tlight turned
on it in Java, Indonesia, at an
international course run by
the U. N. Food and Agriculture
Organization, the Indonesian
Government and the Indo-Paci-
fic Fisheries Council. The course
offered advanced training in
taking stock of inland fishery
resources and putting them to
the best possible use. Indonesia
was selected as the site because

. inland fishing is one of its main

industries. Many Indonesian
farmers are “fish-farmers”, rais-
ing crops of fish in ponds, lakes
or rivers.

% BOOM IN EDUCATION:
One of the world’s fastest
growing educational systems
has been taking shape in
Libya during the past four
years with help from UNEs-
co’s technical assistance mis-
sion to that country. UNEsSCO
aid has covered teacher train-
ing, physical educat.on, arts
and crafts, manual train-
ing, demonstration schools,
rural and adult education.
A men’s teacher training

college in Tripoli now has an.

enrollment of 921 students

_ compared with 88 in 1951.
This year 292 women teacher
students started the course
ccmpared with 28 in 1951,
Enrolment in boys’ and girls’
p-imary schools has also shot
up during this period. Libya
is a country with little natu-
ral wealth, and the Libyans
know that the skills of their
people constitute their largest
untapped resource. The de-
sire for education is so great
that even kindergarten clas-
ses, opened for 30 pupils,
receive hundreds of requests
for places.
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