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Adopted 5th December 2017 
Seventy-second session  

Agenda item 77 (a)  

Oceans and the law of the sea 
 
Preambular Part 
 
Recalling also the cross-cutting role of ocean science in Sustainable Development Goal 14 of 
the 2030 Agenda and taking note that at its twenty-ninth session the Assembly of the 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization endorsed the proposal for an International Decade of Ocean Science 
for Sustainable Development,1 to be established for the period 2021–2030, 
 
292. Decides to proclaim the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable 
Development for the 10-year period beginning on 1 January 2021, within existing 
structures and available resources, and calls upon the Intergovernmental Oceanographic 
Commission to prepare an implementation plan for the Decade in consultation with 
Member States, specialized agencies, funds, programmes and bodies of the United 
Nations, as well as other intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental 
organizations and relevant stakeholders;  

293. Requests that the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission provide 
information on the development of the implementation plan and regularly consult with, 
and report to, Member States on the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science and its 
implementation; 

294. Invites the Secretary-General to inform the General Assembly about the 
implementation of the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science through his report on 
oceans and the law of the sea, on the basis of information to be provided by the 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission; 

295. Invites UN-Oceans and its participants to collaborate with the Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Commission on the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science;  

                                                      
 


