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Declaration & Certification 

I, the undersigned, hereby declare and certify that the heritage of Aflaj is one 
of the most important heritage elements given its human, cultural, economic 
and social values with all their forms and significance. Water is substantial 
for human life, and based on this fact came the idea of Aflaj. It is always 
said that "need is the mother of invention". For this reason, our fathers and 
grandfathers thought how to get out the underground water to the surface of 
the earth in a natural way. 
The Aflaj, especially what is known as Dawodi Aflaj or Adia Aflaj are 
known for the accurate engineering system designed by our ancestors. They 
relied on accurate engineering methods and criteria in digging the Dawodi 
falaj and also in facing the natural conditions, including land elevation and 
depression, utilization of pressure, gravity, dealing with the flow and 
streaming of water to extract underground water to the surface of the earth 
without modern or sophisticated machinery. At that time, modern techniques 
were not available. For this reason, the experts of Aflaj thought about how to 
extract underground water using scientific methods based on knowledge and 
expenence. 
For this reason, I support and appreciate the efforts made by the UAE in 
safeguarding the heritage of Aflaj and its interest and endeavors to inscribe 
that heritage on the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity. 
We also thank the World Heritage and all other local and international 
authorities and organizations for their noble efforts which aim to preserve 
and respect the heritage of their people and the people of the world. We 
express our appreciation and gratitude. 

These are our monuments for all beholders; we shall always preserve the 
heritage of our ancestors; glory of our present and the _pride of our past. 

In conclusion, I pray to Allah the Almighty to guid~ us all to success and 
help us serve this dear country. 

Kind regards 

Tel: +9714 4527444 Fax: +9114 4508 631 P.O.Box. 19817-Dubat-Unlted Arab Emrrates 
e-mail: ~nfo@vlsiontranslatJon.com 
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Name: Mohamed Hamad Hilal Bin Malhi AI Ameri 
Aflaj Chief~ Expert and Consultant 
Researcher and specialist in Aflaj affairs 
Son of Aflaj specialists who are experts m identifying sources of 
underground water 
Inherited this profession from father and grandfather 
From generation to generation 
Telephone:0971509166333 
Dated: 2/2/2016 

/sealed and signed/ 

Tel. +9714 4527 444 Fax +9714 4508 631 P.O.Box: 19817-Dubar-United Arab Fmrrates 
e-mail rnfo@vrsrontranslatron.com 
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Date: 3/2/2016 

Declaration 

I do hereby support the efforts made by our country to inscribe the Aflaj at 
the UNESCO in order to safeguard this important and unique heritage which 
represents the legacy of our fathers and forefathers. We hope this system 
will be viable in the present and the future. 

/signed/ 
0506633788 

Tel· +9714 4521444 F-ax +9714 4508 631 P.O.Box· 19817-Dubai-United Arab Emrrates 
e-mail· info@visiontranslatron.com 
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Date: 3/2/20 I 6 

Declaration 

Aflaj had great influence long time ago on the lives of UAE people socially, 
culturally and economically. For this reason, I do hereby support the 
inscription of Aflaj submission on the UNESCO Representative List of 
Intangible Heritage of Humanity to ensure its viability for the generations to 
come. 

/signed/ 
Abdullah Mattar AI Darmaki 
I inherited palm trees at Qatara Falaj 
0506432323 

Tel: +9714 4527 444 Fax. +9714 4508 631 P.O.Box. 19817-Dubai-United Arab Em1rates 
e-mail: info@visiontranslatlon.com 



, . . 
c_ .. \'1{'-/~ · 'J_..WI 



V ISI 

Date: 3/2/2016 

Declaration 

I, the undersigned, hereby declare that I am fully aware of the efforts put by 
the UAE in preparing the Atlaj submission to be inscribed on the UNESCO 
Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. Therefore, 
I declare my full support for these efforts to maintain such heritage and 
ensure its viability for future generations. 

Signature 
Saeed Jumaa Fahad AI Ketbi 
Hili Oasis Official in Charge 

Tel: ~9714 4527 444 Fax +9/14 4508 631 PO Box: 19817,Dubai,Unlted Arab E:.mirates 
e-man: info@visiontranslation corn 
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Date: 3/2/20 16 
Declaration 

I totally agree to the efforts made by the UAE in preparing the Aflaj 
submission to be inscribed at UNESCO. I do support this work given the 
great importance of Aflaj and in order to ensure their viability. 

Kind regards, 

Signature 
Doctor Ahmed Ali Murad, Acting Dean ofF acuity of Science 
UAE University 
/signed/ 

Tel· +9714 4527 444 Fax· +9714 4508 631 P.O.Box· 19817-Dubai-Umted Arab E=mirates 
e-mail· info@visiontranslation.coiT' 
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Date: 3/2/2016 

Acknowledgement 

I, the undersigned, hereby support the efforts made by the UAE to inscribe the Aflaj 
submission on the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in 
order to safeguard and preserve this heritage. 

Signatures: 
1- I Iumaid Hamad Dalmok AI Dhaheri /signed/ - owner of estates and palm trees 
2- Mattar Obeid Mohamed AI Beloushi /signed/ - owner of palm trees and estates at AI 
Hili area 

Tel. +9714 4527 444 Fax. +9714 4508 631 PO Box·19817-Dubai-United Arab Emirates 
e-mail 1nfo@visiontran lation corn 
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r the undersigned do hereby certify that I have taken part in the workshop of Aflaj 
inscription on the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage and [ 
totally support this inscription. 

Doctor Maithaa Seif AI Hameli I Heritage Consultant/ 
9.3.2016 

Tel: +9714 4527 444 Fax: +9714 4508 631 P.O.Box: 19817-Dubai-United Arab Em1rates 
e-mail info@visiontranslation.co!T' 
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Abu Dhabi Tourism & Culture Authority 

Date: 8/2/2016 
Ref. AOW/BT/11/21/ 2016 

To: Mr. Nasser Ali AI Himiri 
Director of Intangible Heritage Department 
International Coordinator of Multinational Submissions/ UNESCO 

Dear Sir. 

Subject: Aflaj 

Further to your letter No.AOWT M/01/12 dated 8/2/2016 on the interview made with me 
on Aflaj and using them in preparing a documentary for the UNESCO; 
We hereby notify you that we have no objection to use the interview to support and 
inscribe the Aflaj submission with UNESCO. 

Kind regards. 
Mohamed Amer AI Nyadi 
Director of Historical Environment Department 
Abu Dhabi Tourism & Culture Authority 
/signed/ 

Tel: +9714 4527 444 Fax. +9714 4508 631 P.O.Box: 19817 -Duba1-United Arab Emirates 
e-matl. info@vasiontranslation.com 
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Department of Municipal Affairs 
AI Ain City Municipality 
General Manager Office 

Date: 17/2/2016 
No. DUB/BPMM/226 

Doctor: Nasser Ali AI Hemairi 
Director of the Intangible 1 leritage Department, International Coordinator of 
Multinational Submissions to UNESCO 

Dear Sir. 

Subject: Inscription of heritage elements on the Representative List of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage 

With reference to the abovementioned subject and the letter received from you no. 
AOWVM/01/12 dated 112/2016, we hereby inform you that the Department of Municipal 
AfTairs, AI Ain City Municipality, support the inscription of skills and traditions related 
to Aflaj on the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. We also 
inform you that the delegation of the Intangible Heritage Department International 
Coordinator of Multinational Submissions to UNESCO, has made a visit to the Qatara 
Oasis and they inspected the irrigation (Aflaj) system. The research team 's mission was 
facilitated through studies and interviews. 

Kind regards, 
Doctor Mattar Mohamed Seif AI Nuaimi 
Director General 
Department of Municipal Affairs 
AI Ain City Municipality 
/sealed and signed/ 

Copy to: 
Our office for records; 
City Center Division; 
Internal Audit Office. 

Tel· +9714 4527 444 Fax: +9714 4508 631 P.O.Box: 19817-Dubai-Unlted Arab Emirates 
e-ma:l: info@visiontranslation corn 
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Environment Agency- Abu Dhabi 

Date: 13/3/2016 
Ref. TMBS/16/L/137 

Doctor Nasser Bin Aii AI Himiri 
Director of Intangible Heritage Department 
International Coordinator of Multinational Submissions/ UNESCO 
Abu Dhabi Tourism & Culture Authority 

Dear Sir, 

Subject: Approval and support certificate for the inscription of Aflaj with UNESCO 

The Environment Agency - Abu Dhabi sends you its kind greetings. 

Aflaj in the UAE are considered an integral part of the life cf local people working in 
agriculture for long time ago in the Eastern, Central and Northern regions of the UAE, 
especially the inhabitants of AI Ain City. People are known for their skill in digging this 
engineering system in the form of water canals to irrigate palm trees. People of the UAE 
were adept at digging and constructing the Atlaj, some of whith are tens of meters deep, 
in order to obtain underground water that used to serve all forms of life. represented in 
people, animals and plans. This is considered an engineering miracle at a time where no 
machinerie~ are found. They played a historical role in creating social civilizations in the 
region. So, we support the inscription of Aflaj submission on the UNESCO 
Representative List of intangible Cultural Heritage f Humanity and we are pleased to 
support you in this respect whenever necessary. 

Kind regards, 
Doctor Sheikha Saiem AI Dhaheri 
Executive Director /signed/ 
Marine and Land Biodiversity Sector 

I_. -

Tel· +9714 4527 444 Fax: +9714 4508 63 P.O.Box: 19817-Dubai-Umted Arab Em1rates 
e-l"lall. info@visiOntranslation.com 
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Date: 9/3/2016 
Acknowledgement 

We. the undersigned. do hereby certify that we appreciate the efforts made by the UAE to 
nominate the clement of Aflaj on the UNESCO Urgent Safeguarding List of the 
Intangible Cultural Ileritage of Humanity. We confirm our free consent and full support 
for these efforts as such heritage represents the identity of the UAE and we wish all the 
best for those handling this project. 

No. Name Mobile No. Signature -- i 05570078 I 8 -
-

1 Kamal Hussein AI Hashemi /signed/ 
Underground water control 111anager I 
Environment Agenc): -- Abu Dhabi 

2 Rabie Sadon AI Nuaimi Falaj farmer - /signed/ 
3 Khalfan Bin Numan AI Kaabi 0504496888 /signed/ 

Heritage Yillal!e 

~ 
Abdullah Khalfan Alllamour Heritage researcher /signed/ 

I o5o7799882 
Tav.fiq Saecd ! Abu Dhabi Education Coundl- /signed/ 

Psvch iatrist 
6 Saccd Khalfan AI Nuaimi Popular art researcher /signed/ 

0506900599 
- Metleha Mohamed AI Hajeri --7 Intangible Heritage Researcher /si •ned/ -I 8 Mouza Mohamed AI Nuaimi Intan•J ible Herita~e Researcher /s i ~,med/ 

9 j A sha Sa~heer AI Dhaheri Intan ~:: ible Herita!_!.e Researcher /signed/ -I 0 Hamda Mohamed AI Shamst Intan!! ible Herita~e Researcher /signed/ -I 1 Ruqaia Sabeh Khamis AI Kaabi Assistant field researcher /sit!ned/ 
-

12 Mahasin Abdul Rahim Researcher, Intangible Heritage Dept. /siuned/ 
13 A~ sha Khamis A1 Dhaheri Researcher, Intangible Herita)le De(l t. /si l!ned/ 
14 Mona Shaiban AI Muhairi IntangJble Heritage Dept., Qattara Souq /signed/ ~ 
15 I Rawda Obeid AI Mansouri Intangible Heritage Dept. (Archives /signed/ 

Section) 
16 Khalcd 1--lashim AI Shekeli Abu Dhabi Education Council /signed/ 

0506236003 
17 Adel AI Obedeli Abu Dhabi Tourism Authori~ -18 Maithaa AI Hameli Abu Dhabi Tourism Authorit~ /si£ ned/ 
19 Abdul Halim Yassin Mustafa Assistant researcher /signed/ 

I 0507132871 

Te: +9714 4527 444 Fax: +97>~4 4508 631 P.O.Box: 19817-Dubai-United Arab Emirates 
e-ma:: info@vlsiontranslation.com 
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Abu Dhabi Tourism & Culture Authority 

Culture Sector 
Intangible Heritage Department 

Participants 

-
No. Name Entity Mobile No. Email Si~nature 

I Kamal Hussein AI Environment 0551007818 /signed/ 
Hashemi Agenc} Abu Dhabi 

2 Ahmed AI Mutawaa AI Oasis Owner 0506234147 
Dhaheri 

3 Mahasin Abdul Rahim Abu Dhabi 0506917425 /signed/ 
Tourism & Culture 
Authority 

4 1 Mouza Mohamed I Intangible Heritage /signed/ 
Khalifa AI Nuaimi De111t./AI Ain 

5 Aysha Sagheer AI Abu Dhabi /signed/ 
Dhaheri Tourism Authori l:'\' 

6 Hamda Mohamed AI Abu Dhabi /signed/ 
Sham si Tourism Authori l\ 

7 Ruqaia Khamis AI Abu Dhabi /signed/ 
Kaabi Tourism Authorit~· 

8 Mohamed Saeed AI Abu Dhabi /signed/ 
Saadi Tourism Authoritv 

9 Khaled Mohamed AI Abu Dhabi /signed/ 
Badi Tourism Authori t', 

10 Adel AI Obedeli Abu Dhabi /signed/ 
Tourism Authori l'-

11 Aysha Khamis AI Abu Dhabi /signed/ 
Dhaheri Tourism Authorit\· -12 Metleha Mohamed AI I Abu Dhabi /signed/ 
Hajeri Tourism Authoril~ 

13 Mattar Obeid AI 
! 

/signed/ 
Beloushi 

14 Saeed Khalfan AI Ras AI Khaimah /signed/ 
Nuaimi 

15 Abdullah Khalfan AI Fujairah /signed/ 
Hamour - -16 Khaled Hashim Abu Dhabi /si ~ned/ -

Tel +9714 4527 444 Fax: +9714 4508 631 P.O.Box: 19817-Dubai-United Arab Emirates 
e-mail info@visiontranslat1on corn 
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17 

18 

19 
20 
21 

22 

-23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

Education Council 
Tawfiq Saeed AI Khelefi Abu Dhabi /signed/ 

Education Council 
Mohamed Hamad Hilal 0509166333 /signed/ 
AI Ameri 
Rabic Sadon AI Nuaimi 0505837459 /si~ned/ 

Mattar Obeid Rashash 0504477452 /signed/ -Doctor Saeed Mubarak 0506290994 /signed/ 
AI Haddad 

r Abdul Halim Yassin -0507132871 /signed/ 
Mustafa I /signed/ Doctor Mazyed AI 0505660403 
Nasrawi 
Nadia Sabri I Intangible Heritage 0506117908 I /signed/ 

Dept. 
Mouza AI Zaabi Intangible Heritage 0503261313 I /signed/ 

De ~Jt. -
Rawda AI Mansouri Intangible Heritage 0506676237 /signed/ 

Dent. ·-Darin Qassir Communication 0567433104 /signed/ 
Dept. Abu Dhabi 
Tourism & Culture 
Authori t\ --I Laila Abdul Malik l11tangible Ht:ritage 0506924477 /signed/ 
Dept. 

I Mona AI Muhairi Intangible Heritage 0508118148 I /signed/ 
~L.:__ 

Mohamed Khalifa Historical 0505960476 l /signed/ 
Mohamed Khalifa Environment De t. I 

~ - -- -
Doctor Raja Lakrshan Intangible Heritage 0506136487 /signed/ 

Dent_. _ 
Abdullah Salem Rashid Intangible Heritage 0503330588 /signed/ 
AI Miqbali Dept.:... 
Doctor Khair AI Dien Intangible Heritage 0503574223 /signed/ 

Dept. I Abu Dhabi I 
Tourism & Culture I Authori iY -

Tel +9714 4527 444 Fax: +9714 4508 631 P.O.Box: -19817-Dubat-United Arab Em1rates 
e-mail: info@visiontranslabon com 
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