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Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church started to celebrate this ancient holiday of Timket
(Epiphany) based on the teaching of the Apostles, her scholars and Canon, expressing it
in her own language. It began to be celebrated since the reign of Ethiopian Emperor
Gebre Meskel around 6™ Century as national holiday, on fields and on river banks.

Then St. Lalibela who constructed holy places churches and unified state with priesthood
(state and church) in 1140, proclaimed that this holiday should not be celebrated in
scattered or decentralized way but all churches in the surrounding area should join
together to go to the place of Timket (baptism) water and spend the night celebrating
the holiday.

Accordingly, in 1426 Emperor Zerayacob after looking at the program of the celebration
prepared by the scholars gave further instruction that the replica of the Arc of the
Covenant should march to the river in the afternoon on Tir 10 (January 19) not to return
on the same day and to walk on foot blessing the country.

Based on the decision of the scholars of the church and the kings, the faithful on the eve
of Timket (Epiphany) called ‘Ketera’ go to the chosen river side jointly clear the area
where replica of the Arc of the Covenant rests and collect water to make a dike to create
water for Baptism. Then they accompany the replica of the Arc of the covenant to the
prepared place singing, applauding and dancing (religious movement). From that time
till today Timket (Epiphany) is celebrated in this manner jointly on Tir 10-11 (Jan. 19-20).

Present day celebration of Timket (Epiphany)

Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church being the oldest Apostolic and historical church,
organizational structure consisting of 50 dioceses in all corners of Ethiopia with
thousands of priests, deacons and parish churches and has the biggest share (in
membership) in the countries population as compared to other religious institutions. This
structure and membership reaches internationally almost to all other parts of the world
giving all kinds of the services of the church including the celebration of Timket
(Epiphany), which makes it internationally famous.

The origin of the colourful celebration of Timket (Epiphany) as mentioned emanates
from the origin of Christianity in Ethiopia which goes back to the 1*' Century A.D as
mentioned in Acts of the Apostles (chap.8:26-40) when the spirit of God instructed
Apostle Philip, one of the 72 pupils and of the seven deacons, to go to Gaza and meet the
Ethiopian Eunuch who was consequently baptized by Philip. This way Christianity was
introduced to Ethiopia, that is, through the Eunuch. Hence it is believed that Christianity
was accepted by the people around Axum and the surrounding area, in Northern Ethiopia
until the coming of Frumentius who later became the first bishop of Ethiopia. Then
Christianity became the official and state religion of Ethiopia and its expansion

continued.




As it is known and believed, humankind is born in flesh from his mother and father and
from God he shall be born in Spirit through baptism.

The literal meaning of the word Timket (Epiphany) is to be washed by water, to
submerge, dipped, to be soaked and to sink in water and this basically signifies being
cleansed.

Also in order to be a Christian and live in it one has to be born again by baptism. The
celebration of Timket (Epiphany) goes beyond its religious meaning by contributing to
the growth of human culture, Art, fine Art, togetherness, mutual respect, tourist
attraction and image creation etc.

Timket (Epiphany) is celebrated allover Ethiopia according to the faith and dogma of the
church and to the tradition, language and geographical location or situation. In Ethiopia
major centers of celebration of Timket (Epiphany) are:-

- in Addis Ababa - Jan Meda

- in Gondar — the swimming pool of Emperor Fasil

- in Axum - Myshum

- in Debre Roha St. Lalibela Yohanes (Johanes) Amba Getergie Bahre Timket, (pool

of Timket) with great festivity

The Legacies of Timket (Epiphany)
- Celebration of Timket (Epiphany) together and by all people regardless of ethnic,
language, nation, nationality differences.
- The holiday creates occasion for showing and learning different customs, culture,

national costume, hand craft, Ethiopian poems, rhythm, music etc.

- Continuation of the celebration by the youth without distortion of faith, dignity
and tradition.

- The growth of the holiday to be more and more glorious and bright from time to
time without being never blurred or vague.

- Its attraction for international and local tourists.

- Being model or example for long walk (in mass) that results to physical strength,
which also is example of prevalence of peace.

Summary
The celebration of Timket (Epiphany) Holiday which is related to the introduction of
Christianity to Ethiopia and that began to be celebrated as official holiday since the
reign of Emperor Gebre Meskel in the 6 Century have been celebrated by the church
for the last 1500 years around Timket water (pool of Timket).

In order to maintain the historical, cultural and religious value of Timket and pass it
for the next generation, we genuinely request the recognition and registration of
Timket (Epiphany) by UNESCO among the intangible heritages of the world keeping
its basic and historical significance, keep il fer=iTiMor=agperation and historical
record. 2 T, ¥ Y
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To: FDRE Ministry of Culture and Tourism
. » » !‘ .
To: FDRE Ministry of Culture and Tourism: Authority for Research and Conservation of

Cultural Heritage

Subject: Request for inscription of Epiphanv festival by UNESCO as

intangible cultural heritage to be human representative list

Epiphany or Timket which is celebrated every year on January 19 in Amhara region in both
rural and unban areas with different events like praying , hymn, songs , dancing, singing ,
house riding, gena game etc. The religious festival is highly celebrated though out the
region especially in Gondar city has potential to be inscribed in UNESCO as intangible
cultural heritage and has so many economical, socio cultural, political significances for the
people of the region and sustainability of the heritage, if it will have a chance to be
property of the world. Having this the people of the region, religious leaders, the
government are now asking and forcing us to request their question and need for the
Ministry and the Authority and we have understand that the question is raised at the right
time, appropriate and urgent.

There for, we have send to you our interest and their request to be inscribed by USESCO by
attaching their written document about the overview (history, significance, ceremonial
process) of Epiphany festival in the region as follows.

With regards
Cope// i v(‘ -

e To Deputy head of culture and tourism bureau
e To heritage conservation and tourism development directorate

Culture and tourism bureau
e To Gondar city administration youth, sport, culture and tourism department

‘Gondar
e Lalibela town administration youth, sport, culture and tourism office

Lalibela

5 1616 ®Tel + (251) 058 220 1132/058 220 1133/ Fax+(251) 058 220 2650 /058 222 1834
Email: amharactb @ gmail.com/WWW.tourism amhara.com/ facebook-ANRS culturs & tourism bureau
2 EOU ARAE A%TTS
# Sustainable Tourism a tool for Development?



1. Meaning of Epiphany

“Timket” is a Ge’ez word meaning “immersion in water” similar to the Baptism of Jesus
Christ in his 30 years old by the hand of John the Baptist in the river Jordan . The word
also denotes epiphany which is driven from the Greek word epiphaneia meaning

“appearance”.

This festival is celebrated on January 19 every year to commemorate Baptism of Jesus
Christ by John the Baptist in the River Jordan. According to Ethiopian orthodox
tewahido church teachers, Baptism of Jesus Christ by St. John is recorded in the third
chapter of the Gospel of Mathew as follows. “’I indeed baptize you with water unto
repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy
to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire.” Then Jesus came from
Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. But John tried to deter him, saying, "I need
to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" Jesus replied, "Let it be so now; it is
proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness." Then John consented. As soon as
Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened,
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. And a voice
from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased." (Mathew

3:13-17)

2. Celebration of Epiphany

The annual Timket celebration is held across Amhara region in both rural and urban
areas on every Tir 11 E.C (January 19 G.C) with processions of priests carrying replicas
of the Ark of Covenant, locally known as ‘Tabot’s, escorted by thousands of believers.
The day is observed in commemoration of Christ’s baptism in the Jordan River. Timket

is not only one of the major feasts of the Ethiopian church but it is also a public holiday



when offices and schools across the country are closed. Timkat is the greatest colorful
festival of Orthodox Christians in Ethiopia.

Before the day of epiphany followers of Ethiopian orthodox tewahido church prepare,
clean and decorate church areas, 'roads , circles , baths, pools etc with Ethiopian flags,
arts, grass, to make the festival very attractive and interesting with their interest and
responsibility. Tent prepare every year for Tobots and spiritual services during the
night time.

The celebration of Timket/ epiphany starts on the eve of the main festival. Following
the traditions, the Tabots are taken from churches and move to rivers and pools early
afternoon on the eve of Timket. Priest including deacons dress highly decorated clothes
and hold cross with their hands. Other peoples also decorated with different ornaments
and clothes. The eve is known as 'Ketera” and taken from the Amharic word ‘ketere’
meaning to make a dam; it is usual to make a dam in some places where there is no
enough river water for the celebration of Timket or making a reservoir for the
celebration’. Each Tabot is carried overhead by a high priest to the nearby body of water
accompanied by thousands of church members chanting hymns. The celebration is also
augmented by spiritual dancing (known as shibsheba), drum beating, horn blowing,
prayer stick waving and sistra rattling. The movement of Tobots from churches to
nearby water bodies is to commemorate the movement of Jesus from Galilee to the
Jordan to be baptized by John.

The Tabots and the people spend the night there, an activity that helps in performing
the timket ceremony, usually done early in the morning the time Jesus Christ was
baptized. The ceremony extends throughout the night and the next day early in the
morning the Timket celebration start. The ceremony begins with the pre-sun rise rituals
which include the Kidane (Morning Prayer) and the Kldasie (the divine clergy). These
rituals are followed by the blessing and sprinkling of the blessed water on the

assembled congregation in commemoration of Christ’s baptism.

At about 10 or 11am, each tabot begins the journey back to its respective church. This

involves an even more colorful ceremony with a variety of traditional and religious



songs. The priests wear astonishing brocade ceremonial clothes and carry decorated
umbrellas, while chanting to the accomplishment of drums and the rhythmic clink of
the sistrum and other instruments.

The Divine Liturgy is recited near the pools early in the morning. The water is then
blessed and sprinkled towards the assembled congregation, some of whom immerse
themselves in the water, symbolically renewing their baptismal vows.

After the baptism, the Tabots of each church, except St. Michael's church, start their way
back to their respective churches. The elders march solemnly, accompanied by singing,
leaping priests and young men, the beating of staffs and prayer sticks.
The next day, 20 Jan, is the feast of Michael the Archangel, Ethiopia's most popular
saint. And it is only on this morning that the Tabot of St. Michael’s is returned to his
church, also accompanied by the singing and dancing of priests and locals with their
colorful dress. Thus ends the three-day celebration, a unique ceremony of the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church, which evolved in relative isolation from the rest of the world.
The celebration of epiphany is a religious festival, many ethnic groups in Ethiopia
celebrate it in line with their including diplomats, ambassadors , tourists, religious
leaders .

The festival of Epiphany or Timket is colorfully celebrated all over Amhara region
especially in all Administrative Zones and cities such as Gondar, Bahirdar, Debra
Markos, Lalibela, Woldaya, Dessie, Dabere Tabor and Debra Brehan, Finote Selam ,
Enjibara, Kemissie, Sekota. This festival is celebrated for two or three days in all kebeles
and woredas of Amhara region which have Christian members. In Gondar, the bathing
palace of Fasiledas is still dedicated to this colorful ceremony. It is still filled with water

each year by a canal from the River Keha for the colorful Timket celebration.

3. The Origin of Epiphany (Timket )Festival in Ethiopia



As land of God, Ethiopia has been following the teachings of the apostles and started
celebrating epiphany at the national level in 530 AD during the reign of Emperor Gebre
Meskel.

In 1140 AD, king and priest Lalibela made an amendment to the existing tradition of the
Epiphany celebration by which he made a decree that urged all arks of covenant

(Tabots) to be carried to a river or pool together to bless the waters.

In 1426 AD, following a proposal from scholars, Emperor Zer’a Ya'ekob declared that
the Tabots be taken to nearby pools on the eve (January 18) and stay the night there
blessing the nation. In 1486 AD, Emperor Naod also made an order that the Tabots be
escorted by the faithful in colorful processions. Following those traditions, the Tabots
are taken to rivers and pools early afternoon on the eve of Timket.

In 17t century King Fasiledes built very interesting Timkete-Bahir or bath in Gondar
city to celebrate Epiphany in amazing way and the path is still serving to celebrate

Epiphany festival in wonderful and amazing way.

4. Some Significances of celebration of Epiphany

First off all, the epiphany ceremony is important for physiological satisfaction of the
religious followers because during the festival Tabots move to the rivers or pools or
baths with singing spiritual songs, dancing , praying and people decorated by cultural

clothes and ornaments.

The young men and women deliberately participate in the Timket festival with the
intention to find a partner, and if possible a life partner. The Timket crowd is aware that
the festival provides an excellent opportunity to find a boy friend and/or a girlfriend,
or Timket or Epiphany festival has importance for young adults to choose would be
loves. but those who come to exploit such an opportunity cannot afford to be

bystanders; as a matter of course, they must articulate their wishes in the form of dances



in front of all that have gathered and if possible cast lemon fruits at each other to

demonstrate love and affection

Epiphany is colorful festival of Amhara region. Participants of epiphany ceremony or
festival especially priests, Sundays school students, boys and girls decorate by different
color dressing and ornament. Therefore, Epiphany Festival has some important social,
cultural and economic significance to the Amhara people. To celebrate the festival there
is movement of people from place to place. The occasion is also used to facilitate the

flow of information, new ideas and knowledge to and from urban centers and also for
marriage engagement. Epiphany is also an important occasion for the to promote their

social and spiritual life through reconciliation whereby peace, respect and co-operation
prevail. Within three days of the ceremony friends and relatives visiting each other and
exchanging gifts, giving and receiving blessings, feasting, singing and dancing. Hence,
it strengthens social ties and is an exiting moment for every one. lt is important for to
maintain mutual understanding, peace and security of the nation and nationalities. The
festival is also useful for job creation of nation in cultural dressing because the it needs
different cultural dresses. There is a proverb which says «AT¢t PAUT 70 20TMA>> to

motivate cultural dressing.

Epiphany is an important occasion whereby members of communities discuss on
development issues and make plan to construct or renovate roads, schools, health clinic,
drilling water wells and conduct environmental protection works and cover all the
expenses needed. In general, the festival has a vital importance in promoting
sustainable development. Because people are making living and benefit out of it and it

provides them a sense of identity and continuity since it is a dynamic living culture.

Timket festival, thus, is not simply a religious holiday as pointed out above. It is very
much a construction and reaffirmation of phenomena, relationship, love, and a
resolution to exploit and meaningfully utilize what the Ethiopian social milieu provides
and permits.Traditionally, Timket was known as an important occasion for young

adults to choose the would-be lovers.



5. Participants and Roles of Epiphany festival ceremony

To celebrate Epiphany festival all groups of Ethiopian orthodox tewahido people and
ethnic groups participate (Bishops, priests, deacons, elders, women, men, young boys
and girls, children, Sunday schools student etc.), some extent other religious followers

and tourists.

All of them participate to celebrate the holy day festival wonderfully from the eve day
up to the last day. They have their own roles and participation such praying (priests),
blessing ( Bishops), dancing ( elders men and women, young boys and girls), singing (
Sunday schools students and deacons). The youngsters participate to maintain the glory
of the Tabots by cleaning roads and lining up grasses and other materials in front of

tabots. The adults have coordinating role in the ceremony.

In general all participants do everything on the days of the festival as much as possible
for wonderful ceremony by group dancing and music, by singing , by cleaning and
decorating passing roads and timeket bahir, by praying and serving the people, by

coordinating, by giving drinks for the tired people etc.
6. The Importance of inscribing Epiphany in UNESCO

The inscribing of Epiphany festival by UNESCO in the human representative list has

the following importance’s.

¢ To maintain the sustainability of the intangible heritage

To attract more international tourists and to increase economical value of the

festival
» To promote the heritage for the people of world
e To construct and develop the image of the country as well as the Amhara region
¢ To develop awareness of the people of Ethiopian to preserve the heritage
* To develop the socio cultural value of the intangible heritage among Ethiopian
people

e To create job for younger’s.
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confirmed with our Signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Timket J
Festival (Ethiopian Epiphany) on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of the various communities, groups, individuals, religious leaders, elders hereby
confirmed with our Signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Timket
Festival (Ethiopian Epiphany) on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of the various communities, groups, individuals, religious leaders, elders hereby
confirmed with our Signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Timket
Festival (Ethiopian Epiphany) on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of the various communities, groups, individuals, religious leaders, elders hereby
confirmed with our Signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Timket
Festival (Ethiopian Epiphany) on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of the various communities, groups, individuals, religious leaders, elders hereby
confirmed with our Signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Timket
Festival (Ethiopian Epiphany) on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of the various communities, groups, individuals, religious leaders, elders hereby
confirmed with our Signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Timket
Festival (Ethiopian Epiphany) on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of the various communities, groups, individuals, religious leaders, elders hereby
confirmed with our Signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Timket
Festival (Ethiopian Epiphany) on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of the various communities, groups, individuals, religious leaders, elders hereby
confirmed with our Signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Timket
Festival (Ethiopian Epiphany) on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of the various communities, groups, individuals, religious leaders, elders hereby
confirmed with our Signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Timket
Festival (Ethiopian Epiphany) on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of the various communities, groups, individuals, religious leaders, elders hereby
confirmed with our Signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Timket
Festival (Ethiopian Epiphany) on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of the various communities, groups, individuals, religious leaders, elders hereby
confirmed with our Signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Timket
Festival (Ethiopian Epiphany) on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of the various communities, groups, individuals, religious leaders, elders hereby
confirmed with our Signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Timket
Festival (Ethiopian Epiphany) on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of the various communities, groups, individuals, religious leaders, elders hereby
confirmed with our Signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Timket
Festival (Ethiopian Epiphany) on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of the various communities, groups, indii/iduals, religious leaders, elders hereby
confirmed with our Signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Timket
Festival (Ethiopian Epiphany) on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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‘We, representatives of the various communities, groups, individuals, religious leaders, elders hereby
confirmed with our Signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Timket
Festival (Ethiopian Epiphany) on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of the various communities, groups, individuals, religious leaders, elders hereby
confirmed with our Signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Timket
Festival (Ethiopian Epiphany) on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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PCOH 0he P800 PCN UT (Ge0h ATLool10 #9117 MLCTTTT  RTIAZAT ::
We, representatives of the various communities, groups, individuals, religious leaders, elders hereby
confirmed with our Signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Timket
Festival (Ethiopian Epiphany) on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of the various communities, groups, individuals, religious leaders, elders hereby
confirmed with our Signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Timket
Festival (Ethiopian Epiphany) on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

0 779° [Name of applicants) 23 [ 0%7Y TGP $LE SEOTGT YA ZC7
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We, representatives of the various communities, groups, individuals, religious leaders, elders hereby
confirmed with our Signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Timket
Festival (Ethiopian Epiphany) on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of the various communities, groups, individuals, religious leaders, elders hereby
confirmed with our Signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Timket
Festival (Ethiopian Epiphany) on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of the various communities, groups, individuals, religious leaders, elders hereby
confirmed with our Signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Timket

Festival (Ethiopian Epiphany) on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of the various communities, groups, individuals, religious leaders, elders hereby
confirmed with our Signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Timket

12991 etond7

DANNT o072
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Festival (Ethiopian Epiphany) on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of the various Communities, groups, individuals, religious leaders, elders, hereby confirmed

with our free, Prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Ticket Festival( Ethiopian Epiphany) on the

Representative List of the intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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(Sex) | (Age) | (Social Status) (Religion) (District) | (Signature)
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We, representatives of the various Communities, groups, individuals, religious leaders, elders, hereby confirmed
with our free, Prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Ticket Festival( Ethiopian Epiphany) on the
Representative List of the intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of the various Communities, groups, individuals, religious leaders, elders,
hereby confirmed with our free, Prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Ticket

Festival( Ethiopian Epiphany) on the Representative List of the intangible Cultural Heritage of

Humanity.
&1C | n9°(Name of applicants) At | 098 | TIUNEP LA i L M5 &G
(Sex) | (Age) | (Social Status) (Religion) (District) | (Signature)
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We, representatives of the various Communities, groups, individuals, religious leaders, elders, hereby confirmed
with our free, Prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Ticket Festival( Ethiopian Epiphany) on the

Representative List of the intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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(Sex) | (Age) | (Social Status) (Religion) (District) | (Signatuge)
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List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity) @-0® 0%A9° AdPe PCOTT ArZonll( A5
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We, representatives of the various communities, groups, individuals, religious leaders, elders hereby
confirmed with our Signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Timket
Festival (Ethiopian Epiphany) on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of the various communities, groups, individuals, religious leaders, elders hereby
confirmed with our Signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Timket
Festival (Ethiopian Epinhany) on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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(No) (Sex) | (Age) (Social status) (Religion) (District)
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List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity) @09 0%49° A¢e PCOATT AWidoelll( AY
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We, representatives of the various communities, groups, individuals, religious leaders, elders hereby
confirmed with our Signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Timket
i"estival (Ethiopian Epinhany) on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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We, representatives of the various communities, groups, individuals, religious leaders, elders hereby
confirmed with our Signature our free, prior and informed consent for the inscription of the Timket
Festival (Ethiopian Epiphany) on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
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