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The specific features of Knowledge, habits, beliefs, aafts and oral tradition concerning the Palm Tree are transmitted from 
generation to generation orally In a very early age in villages, oasis and deserts. They transmit it through tales, songs, myth, 
beliefs. Young girls share with their mothers drying dates under the heat of sun and watching them making colored baskets, 
sweepers and containers, with a very simple and basic tools, for many purposes each has a specific name, shape and function. 
Once dates shows in the head of the palm each one in the community Is prepared to take part in getting benefit, work, play, 
sing or celebrate with a part of it. Craftsmen hand down the knowledge to the boys who show Interest to continue with the 
skill, specially some of these aafts are seasonal and they don't need to leave school for it. Coptic palm leaves shapes 
transmitted easily within the Coptic community to a younger generation of craftsmen to be sell in front of the churches as a 
part of the feast celebration, parents are keen to keep the tradition In celebrating the Palm Feast every year and they usually 
share it with Muslims. The palm trees products are common In the urban communities also where people still use them as an 
authentic decorations item beside the functional usages In ail classes. 

What social functions and cultural meanings does the element have today: 
Palm tree and its products are expressions of cultural and social traditions and they reflect the Identity of the practitioners. 
Large number of the population in these communities work in the palm leaves products, they work in teams with a gender and 
age distribution of it, each one in the community has its specific role. 
Ownership of palm trees determine the social class and wealth in the community, exchanging the dates and offering a core of 
the palm to guests and In the occasions strengthen the social relation. In the oasis working in collecting dates or taking care of 
palms are matters of co-operation in the community when all offer help In this hard work. 
Before Palm Sunday people from all religions start to shape the wet green leaves In a very special artistic figures consider a 
very Identical feature of celebrating this feast. 
There are many beliefs related to climbing palm such as Above all, palm tree traditions, performances, knowledge and crafts is 
IIVI"W culture with a tymbollc and social character In all cl~nder. ~and reljg_lons. 

Present Function of 
the Element 

Documentation 

(Books & Written 
Material) 

Audio-Visual Sources 
The Egyptian Archive for Ufe and Folk Traditions indude the following related material: 
Videos: 0 

Concerning the Element Photos: 0 
Archives, Museums or oral Audios: 0 
Traditions 

Oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehide of the intangible cultural heritage; 
Oomains Represented Social practices, rituals and festive events; 

by the Element Knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe; 
Traditional craftsmanshig. 

Material Aspects of the 
Element 

Contexts where the 
Element is practiced 

Means of Transmission 

Present Condition of 
the Element 

Current and Recent 
Efforts and Measures to 
Safeguard the Element 

Threats Endangering 
the Existence of the 
Element 

SAfEGUARDING 
MEASURES PROPOSED 

Names of Informants •nd 
Professional Practitioners 

Description of Groups 
- Institutions -
Individuals -
Practitioners or 
Participants of the 
Element 

Organizations that 
Syndicate for Participants of Folk Creativity 

Take Care of the Egyptian Society for Folk Traditions 
Element/Practitioners; 
I.e. NGOs, syndicates 
(If available) 

Restrictions (If available) 
No restrictions. 

for Using the Data of the 
Element 

RESPECT fOR 
All customary practices are respected. 

CUSTOMARY PRACTICI!S 
GOVERNING ACCESS TO 
THE ELEMENT 
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