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Item 13.e of the Provisional Agenda:

Integrating the definition of ‘emergency’ into the Operational Directives
and aligning the different linguistic versions of the Operational Directives
	Summary

This document concerns the integration into the Operational Directives of the definition of ‘emergency’ previously adopted by the Committee (Decision 5.COM 10.2). It also proposes that the Secretariat be requested to submit to the General Assembly minor terminological amendments to the Directives aimed at increasing the alignment among their different linguistic versions.
Decision required: paragraph 5


1. In its Decision 5.COM 10.2, the Committee decided that ‘for the purpose of determining whether a request for International Assistance constitutes an emergency request eligible to receive priority consideration by the Bureau, an emergency exists when a State Party cannot overcome on its own an insurmountable circumstance due to a calamity, a natural or environmental disaster, an armed conflict, a serious epidemic or any other natural or human event which has catastrophic consequences for the intangible cultural heritage as well as communities, groups and, if applicable, individuals who are the bearers of this heritage.’
2. At its meeting on 28 October 2013, the Bureau was presented for the first time with such an emergency assistance request, when it approved the request of Mali for the project, ‘Inventory of intangible cultural heritage in Mali with a view to its urgent safeguarding’ (Decision 8.COM 3.BUR 4). During its debate, the Bureau suggested that the definition of ‘emergency’ in the Committee’s Decision 5.COM 10.2 be included in the Operational Directives in order to be more visible and more readily consulted by States Parties. The draft decision below proposes that the General Assembly adopt an amendment to that end at its fifth session.
3. During recent meetings of the Committee and the General Assembly, States Parties have noted numerous instances in which the texts of the six different linguistic versions of the Operational Directives were not perfectly aligned, or terminology in one paragraph was not consistent with that in another paragraph within the same linguistic version. Such situations are due, in part, to the necessity to maintain the strictest possible coherence to the terminology of the Convention, which exists in six equally authoritative texts. Maintaining consistency with the respective texts of the Convention sometimes leads to divergences among the different language versions of the Directives. Inconsistencies may also exist because the Operational Directives were adopted and amended over the course of several sessions of the General Assembly, and it was not always possible to maintain strict terminological coherence.
4. Even if perfect alignment may be unattainable, the Secretariat is prepared to propose minor terminological revisions to the six linguistic versions of the Operational Directives in order to increase the alignment from one version to another and internally within each language version. The draft decision below proposes that such revisions could be examined by the General Assembly at its fifth session.
5. The Committee may wish to adopt the following decision:

DRAFT DECISION 8.COM 13.e
The Committee,

1. Having examined Document ITH/13/8.COM/13.e,

2. Recalling Decision 5.COM 10.2,
3. Recommends to the General Assembly at its fifth session to approve the revision of the Operational Directives for the implementation of the Convention as annexed to this decision;
4. Considering the need to increase the alignment of terminology from one linguistic version of the Operational Directives to another version, and within each version from one paragraph to another paragraph,

5. Requests the Secretariat to propose minor terminological revisions to that effect for examination by the General Assembly at its fifth session.
ANNEX

	
	Operational Directives
	
	Proposed amendment

	50.
	Emergency requests greater than US$25,000 are examined and approved by the Bureau of the Committee.
	50.
	Emergency requests greater than US$25,000 are examined and approved by the Bureau of the Committee. For the purpose of determining whether a request for International Assistance constitutes an emergency request eligible to receive priority consideration by the Bureau, an emergency shall be considered to exist when a State Party cannot overcome on its own an insurmountable circumstance due to a calamity, a natural or environmental disaster, an armed conflict, a serious epidemic or any other natural or human event which has catastrophic consequences for the intangible cultural heritage as well as communities, groups and, if applicable, individuals who are the bearers of this heritage.



