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To Whom It May Concern

The Egyptian Society for Folk Traditions (ESFT) appreciates the efforts made to register the
element of the “date palm” with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) due to the important role played by this element on the cultural and
craft level. To do so, the ESFT cooperates with the Folkloric Art & Intangible Cultural Heritage
Committee at the Supreme Cultural Council, media corporations and Cultural Development
Fund of the Ministry of Culture and a number of date palm cultivation supervisors as well as
date palm related products skilled trade workers. Moreover, the Cultural Development Fund
of the Egyptian Ministry of Culture opens its creativity centers to provide date palm related
products in order to provide support and secure the continuity of date palm related crafts and
ensure that the community awareness about them is raised.

We hope that such efforts made would continue to maintain such excellent art and protect it
from annihilation. The Egyptian Society for Folk Traditions (ESFT) is a national society that is
registered with Ministry of Social Security under reference number 1434 for the year of 2000
and it is also registered with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) under reference number (90182:7606), and it was elected at the
international government committee meeting in 2016. This took place at the Addis Ababa
meeting for file assessment membership submitted by the member states to be registered in
the intangible cultural heritage lists. It is also registered with the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO) under reference number (WO/GA/34/9-2008) as it is one of the
expertise houses specialized in the cultural heritage.

Sincerely yours,

Prof. Ahmed Ali Mursi

Chairman of the Society

47 Soliman Gowhar St. Dokki Giza, Egypt Tel: 02 37624409 Fax: 02 37626702
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