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Please provide only the information requested below. Annexes or other additional materials cannot be accepted.

	A. Identification of the organization

	A.1.
Name of the organization submitting this report

	A.1.a.
Provide the full official name of the organization in its original language, as it appears on the official documents.

	ICH-08

	A.1.b.
Name of the organization in English and/or French.

	American Folklore Society

	A.1.c.
Accreditation number of the organization (as indicated on all previous correspondence: NGO-90XXX)

	NGO-90110

	A.2.
Address of the organization

	Provide the complete postal address of the organization, as well as additional contact information such as its telephone, e-mail address, website, etc. This should be the postal address where the organization carries out its business, regardless of where it may be legally domiciled. In case of internationally active organizations, please provide the address of the headquarters.

	Organization:

American Folklore Society
Address:

1501 Neil Avenue, Columbus OH 43201-2602 USA
Telephone number:

614-292-3375
E-mail address:

lloyd.100@osu.edu
Website:
www.afsnet.com
Other relevant information:



	A.3.
Contact person for correspondence

	Provide the complete name, address and other contact information of the person responsible for correspondence concerning this report.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Dr
Family name:

Lloyd
Given name:

Timothy
Institution/position:

Executive Director
Address:

1501 Neil Avenue, Columbus OH 43201-2602 USA
Telephone number:

614-292-3375
E-mail address:

lloyd.100@osu.edu
Other relevant information:



	

	B.
Contribution of the organization to the implementation of the Convention at the national level (Chapter III of the Convention)


	Distinguish completed activities and ongoing activities. If you have not contributed, so indicate. Also describe any obstacles or difficulties that your organization may have encountered in such participation.

	B.1.
Describe your organization’s participation in State efforts to develop and implement measures to strengthen institutional capacities for safeguarding ICH (Article 13 and OD 154), e.g. in the drafting of ICH related policies or legislation, in the establishment of national ICH committees or in other government-led processes.

Not to exceed 250 words

	n/a 

	B.2.
Describe your organization’s cooperation with competent governmental bodies for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage (Article 13), including existing institutions for training and documentation of intangible cultural heritage (OD 154).

Not to exceed 250 words

	We frequently collaborate and consult with governmental bodies in the US (in particular the Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage of the Smithsonian Institution, and the American Folklife Center of the LIbrary of Congress) on their ICH efforts, and in the production of conferences and other projects on folklore and ICH matters.

	B.3.
Describe your organization’s involvement in or contribution to the drafting of the State’s Periodic Report (OD 152).

Not to exceed 250 words

	n/a

	B.4
Describe your organization’s participation in the preparation of nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List or Representative List, requests for International Assistance or proposals of Best Safeguarding Practices.

Not to exceed 250 words

	n/a

	B.5.
Describe your organization’s participation in the identification, definition (Article 11.b) and inventorying of ICH (Article 12, OD 80 and OD 153). Explain in particular how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals.

Not to exceed 250 words

	n/a

	B.6.
Describe your organization’s participation in other safeguarding measures, including those referred to in Article 13 and OD 153, aimed at:

a. promoting the function of intangible cultural heritage in society;

b. fostering scientific, technical and artistic studies with a view to effective safeguarding;

c. facilitating, to the extent possible, access to information relating to intangible cultural heritage while respecting customary practices governing access to specific aspects of it.

Explain in particular how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals when participating in such measures.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Our publications (6 peer-reviewed journals and several online resources) and annual conference exist primarily to foster scientific, technical and artistic studies with a view to effective safeguarding of folklore and ICH.

	B.7.
Describe your organization’s involvement in measures to ensure greater recognition of, respect for and enhancement of intangible cultural heritage, in particular those referred to in Article 14 and ODs 105 to 109 and OD 155:

a. educational, awareness-raising and information programmes aimed at the general public, in particular at young people;

b. educational and training programmes within the communities and groups concerned;

c. capacity-building activities for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage;

d. non-formal means of transmitting knowledge;

e. education for the protection of natural spaces and places of memory whose existence is necessary for expressing the intangible cultural heritage.

Explain in particular, how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and where relevant, individuals when participating in such measures.

Not to exceed 250 words

	We participate in several US-based public education and awareness-raising projects concerning folklore and ICH, including the Veterans Oral History Project and the Civil Rights Oral History Project. In addition, we operate a program of consultancy and professional development grants for the folklore and ICH field that provides access to activities that will build organizational and personal capacity for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage.

	

	C.
Bilateral, sub-regional, regional and international cooperation

	Report on activities carried out by your organization at the bilateral, sub-regional, regional or international levels for the implementation of the Convention, including initiatives such as the exchange of information and experience, and other joint initiatives, as referred to in Article 19 and OD 156. You may, for example, consider the following issues:

a. sharing information and documentation concerning shared ICH (OD 87);

b. participating in regional cooperation activities including for example those of category 2 centres for intangible cultural heritage established under the auspices of UNESCO (OD 88);

c. developing networks of NGOs, communities, experts, centres of expertise and research institutes at sub-regional and regional levels to develop joint and interdisciplinary approaches concerning shared ICH (OD 86).
Not to exceed 250 words

	Since 2007 we have cooperated with folklore and ICH NGOs in the People's Republic of China on a series of activities intended to build networks among scholars and cultural professionals working in the ICH realm in China and the US, including six bi-national conferences and three years of a professional development exchange program for younger scholars.

	

	D.
Participation in the work of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

	D.1
Has your organization participated in the Committee meetings or those of the General Assembly? If yes, please indicate which meetings you attended and describe the nature of your contribution to the Committee’s work.

Not to exceed 250 words

	We participated in the third session of the General Assembly of the States Parties to the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (22-24 June 2010) and the fourth session of the General Assembly of the States Parties to the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (4-8 June 2012). In both cases we interacted with other NGO participants, as well as several nation-state delegations.

	D.2
Has your organization served as a member of the Consultative Body or Evaluation Body (OD 26), or was it appointed in 2009 or 2010 to evaluate a nomination to the Urgent Safeguarding List or a request for International Assistance? If yes, please indicate the period.
Not to exceed 100 words

	We agreed to evaluate a nomination, but that nomination was ultimately withdrawn.

	D.3
In what way(s) has your organization provided advisory services to the Committee (OD 96) or in what way(s) do you foresee that it might provide such services in the future?
Not to exceed 500 words

	We would be happy to advise the Committee on ICH work in the US, and on our international collaborations with NGOs in China, in the future.

	E.
Capacities of your organization for evaluation of nominations, proposals and requests (as described in OD 27 and OD 96):

	E.1.
Nominations, proposals and requests are available for evaluation only in English or French. Do members of your organization or your staff demonstrate a very good command of English or French? If yes, please indicate which language(s) and the number of those members or staff.

Not to exceed 250 words

	All three of our staff are able to evaluate nominations, proposals, and requests in English.

	E.2.
Does your organization have experience in working across several ICH domains? Please describe your experiences.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Our organization itself does not work across several ICH domians, but our international membership of approximately 2,000 individuals and organizations do work across the ICH specturm, including oral, musical, customary, and material traditions across the world.

	E.3.
Describe the experience of your organization in evaluating and analysing documents such as proposals or applications.

Not to exceed 250 words

	We manage a number of programs of financial support for scholars and cultural professionals working in the ICH realm, and in the course of that work we have gained a great deal of experience in evaluating proposals and applications for support. In addition, members of our staff have frequently served as proposal evaluators for funding bodies in the US.

	E.4.
Does your organization have experience in drafting synthetic texts in English or French? Please describe your experience and indicate in which language(s) and the number of those members or staff.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Yes, we have participated in some of this work (in English) as part of our participation as an NGO member of the World Intellectual Property Organization's Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge, and Folklore (IGCGRTKF).

	E.5.
Does your organization have experience in working at the international level or the capacity to extrapolate from local experience to apply it within an international context? Please describe such experience.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Yes--Please see our response to question C above.

	

	F.
Cooperation with UNESCO

	Report on activities carried out by your organization in cooperation with UNESCO (both direct cooperation with UNESCO as well as activities carried out under the auspices of UNESCO or for which you have received the authorization to use the emblem of UNESCO/of the 2003 Convention, or financial support, such as e.g. funding from the Participation Program).

Not to exceed 250 words

	n/a

	

	G.
Signature

	The report must include the name and signature of the person empowered to sign it on behalf of the organization.

	Name:

Timothy Lloyd
Title:
Executive Director
Date:
13 February 2015
Signature:



�.	In case your organization operates in several States, please clearly indicate which State or States are concerned by your answers when filling in parts B, C and E.
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