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Report by a Non-Governmental Organization Accredited to Act in an Advisory Capacity to the Committee on its Contribution to the Implementation of the Convention
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for examination in 2017
File may be downloaded at:

http://www.unesco.org/culture/ich/en/forms
Please provide only the information requested below. Annexes or other additional materials cannot be accepted.

	A. Identification of the organization

	A.1.
Name of the organization submitting this report

	A.1.a.
Provide the full official name of the organization in its original language, as it appears on the official documents.

	 Museums Galleries Scotland

	A.1.b.
Name of the organization in English and/or French.

	Museums Galleries Scotland

	A.1.c.
Accreditation number of the organization (as indicated on all previous correspondence: NGO-90XXX)

	 NGO-90257 

	A.2.
Address of the organization

	Provide the complete postal address of the organization, as well as additional contact information such as its telephone, e-mail address, website, etc. This should be the postal address where the organization carries out its business, regardless of where it may be legally domiciled. In case of internationally active organizations, please provide the address of the headquarters.

	Organization:

Museums Galleries Scotland
Address:

Waverley Gate

2-4 Waterloo Place

Edinburgh

EH1 3EG

UK
Telephone number:

0131 5504100
E-mail address:

admin@museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk
Website:
www.museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk
Other relevant information:



	A.3.
Contact person for correspondence

	Provide the complete name, address and other contact information of the person responsible for correspondence concerning this report.

	Title (Ms/Mr, etc.):

Ms
Family name:

Orr
Given name:

Joanne
Institution/position:

CEO
Address:

Waverley Gate

2-4 Waterloo Place

Edinburgh

EH1 3EG

UK
Telephone number:

0131 5504114
E-mail address:

joanneo@museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk
Other relevant information:



	

	B.
Contribution of the organization to the implementation of the Convention at the national level (Chapter III of the Convention)


	Distinguish completed activities and ongoing activities. If you have not contributed, so indicate. Also describe any obstacles or difficulties that your organization may have encountered in such participation.

	B.1.
Describe your organization’s participation in State efforts to develop and implement measures to strengthen institutional capacities for safeguarding ICH (Article 13 and OD 154), e.g. in the drafting of ICH related policies or legislation, in the establishment of national ICH committees or in other government-led processes.

Not to exceed 250 words

	The UK has not ratified the convention, however, the Scottish Government has shown its support for ICH through attendance at the international symposium on ICH organised by MGS (see section B.7) and the BEMIS / TRACS Conference (see B.5) and endorsing national policy documents which include ICH, such as "Going Further: the National Startegy for  Scotland's Museums and Galleries". 

	B.2.
Describe your organization’s cooperation with competent governmental bodies for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage (Article 13), including existing institutions for training and documentation of intangible cultural heritage (OD 154).

Not to exceed 250 words

	MGS is in dialogue with the Department for Culture Media and Support (UK Govenrnment) and influenced the development of criteria (which incldued ICH) for the new Cultural Protection Fund. Joanne Orr is a specialist adsessor for ICH related applications to this fund. 

	B.3.
Describe your organization’s involvement in or contribution to the drafting of the State’s Periodic Report (OD 152).

Not to exceed 250 words

	THE UK has not ratified the convention, so does not provide a Periodic Report. 

	B.4
Describe your organization’s participation in the preparation of nominations to the Urgent Safeguarding List or Representative List, requests for International Assistance or proposals of Best Safeguarding Practices.

Not to exceed 250 words

	The UK has not ratified the convention, so does not make nominations to the Lists.

	B.5.
Describe your organization’s participation in the identification, definition (Article 11.b) and inventorying of ICH (Article 12, OD 80 and OD 153). Explain in particular how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals.

Not to exceed 250 words

	During 2015, Museums Galleries Scotland (MGS) redeveloped the ICH in Scotland website in order to make it easier to navigate and easier for communities and individuals to contribute to, and also to make it more compatible with new mobile devices. Organisations who work with ICH practitioners were invited to view the new site and promote it to their networks.
MGS has been working in partnership with Traditional Arts and Culture Scotland (TRACS) since 2014 to promote both the concept of ICH and contributions to the ICH in Scotland website to individuals and communities. This has proved to be a very fruitful collaboration in terms of reaching a range of practitioners and communities.
Traditions in Place regional events - MGS worked with TRACS to deliver 4 events in different locations through Scotland between March 2014 and 2015 followed by an event to look at outcomes and future actions from this regional activity. Attendees appreciated events providing an opportunity for them to discuss and celebrate regional ICH activity. 
People's Parish Project event - MGS presented on the ICH website at the event introducing this TRACS-led ICH related project to representatives from communities in Midlothian. Attendees appreciated value being placed on their cultural practices and heritage. 
Black and Minority Infrastructure Scotland (BEMIS) / TRACS St Andrews Day conference - MGS staff delivered two workshops about ICH and the ICH in Scotland website at this conference which brought together different communities in Scotland to explore issues around the expression of cultural heritage in Scotland. 

	B.6.
Describe your organization’s participation in other safeguarding measures, including those referred to in Article 13 and OD 153, aimed at:

a. promoting the function of intangible cultural heritage in society;

b. fostering scientific, technical and artistic studies with a view to effective safeguarding;

c. facilitating, to the extent possible, access to information relating to intangible cultural heritage while respecting customary practices governing access to specific aspects of it.

Explain in particular how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and, where relevant, individuals when participating in such measures.

Not to exceed 250 words

	 MGS has been helping to mainstream ICH through recent work for the Heritage Lottery Fund where we were asked to analyse their commnity grants to identify ICH and then to look at outcome and impacts of the grants. This work has helped to embed an understanding of ICH in the main heritage funding body in the UK.  MGS has worked with TRACS on an awareness raising programme, as detailed above and we have invested in and updated the ICH web site that hosts the inventory.  MGS has also supported PhD students (both from the UK and other countries) in their studies in this area, sharing the learning and insights from our experiences.

	B.7.
Describe your organization’s involvement in measures to ensure greater recognition of, respect for and enhancement of intangible cultural heritage, in particular those referred to in Article 14 and ODs 105 to 109 and OD 155:

a. educational, awareness-raising and information programmes aimed at the general public, in particular at young people;

b. educational and training programmes within the communities and groups concerned;

c. capacity-building activities for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage;

d. non-formal means of transmitting knowledge;

e. education for the protection of natural spaces and places of memory whose existence is necessary for expressing the intangible cultural heritage.

Explain in particular, how your organization cooperates with communities, groups and where relevant, individuals when participating in such measures.

Not to exceed 250 words

	In November 2015, MGS held an international symposium on the role of ICH and its relationship to identities, sustainable community development and human rights. The event was attended by community representatives, ICH practitioners, academics and policy makers. 71 delegates attended in Edinburgh and there were 38 log-ins to the live stream from around the world, with an estimated audience of more than 100 people. The Cabinet Secretary for Culture, Ms Fiona Hyslop MSP and Rita Mae Hyde of UNESCO both joined us on the day. The keynote was delivered by Dr Janet Blake. The event was very well received both by those attending in person and those engaging via the live stream and social media. The legacy materials from the day have been widely circulated and are available to download from the MGS website.      

MGS has been working in partnership with Traditional Arts and Culture Scotland (TRACS) to promote both the concept of ICH and the ICH in Scotland website to individuals and communities.

Traditions in Place events - MGS worked with TRACS to deliver 4 of these events in different locations throughout Scotland
People's Parish event - MGS presented at the event introducing this project to representatives from communities in Midlothian.
BEMIS / TRACS St Andrews Day conference - MGS staff delivered two workshops about ICH and the ICH website. This event strongly demonstrated the inclusive approach to ICH used in Scotland, with various groups and communities coming together to explore expressions of cultural heritage in Scotland. There was a strong celebratory feel to the day. 

	

	C.
Bilateral, sub-regional, regional and international cooperation

	Report on activities carried out by your organization at the bilateral, sub-regional, regional or international levels for the implementation of the Convention, including initiatives such as the exchange of information and experience, and other joint initiatives, as referred to in Article 19 and OD 156. You may, for example, consider the following issues:

a. sharing information and documentation concerning shared ICH (OD 87);

b. participating in regional cooperation activities including for example those of category 2 centres for intangible cultural heritage established under the auspices of UNESCO (OD 88);

c. developing networks of NGOs, communities, experts, centres of expertise and research institutes at sub-regional and regional levels to develop joint and interdisciplinary approaches concerning shared ICH (OD 86).
Not to exceed 250 words

	MGS is a partners in an EU COST Action application "Extended Network for Research On Inventorying ICH". This project builds on relationships developed via the NGO Forum and the international activity. 
MGS supported ICH NGO Forum colleagues by grammar checking selected chapters in "Brokers, Facilitators and Mediation: Critical Success (F)Actors for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage". This publication is now available via the NGO Forum website. 
MGS has done a number of overseas conference presentations on the topic of ICH, sharing learning, experiences and insights, eg "Towards Efficient Roles of NGOs for Safeguarding ICH in the Asia-Pacific Regions" - Korea, 2014; International Heritage and Museums Conference" - Pakistan, 2016; "Museus Paraque" - Brazil, 2016 
The ICH Symposium mentioned in B.7 involved a range of overseas speakers with expertise in various aspects of ICH, including Dr Janet Blake. Again, this helped MGS and all attendees to strengthen existing relationships and build new ones. There was a strong element of knowledge and experience exchange throughout the day, with all speakers and attendees learning from each other.


	

	D.
Participation in the work of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

	D.1
Has your organization participated in the Committee meetings or those of the General Assembly? If yes, please indicate which meetings you attended and describe the nature of your contribution to the Committee’s work.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Joanne Orr sits on the ICH NGO Forum Steering Committee which involves a monthly Skype meeting. MGS has attended a number of IGC and General Assembly meetings as observers, including 9.COM in Paris, 10.COM in Namibia and 5.GA in Paris. MGS has also worked on and presented ICH NGO Forum statements to the Intergovenrmental Committee

	D.2
Has your organization served as a member of the Evaluation Body (OD 26 to 31), or as a member of the Consultative Body (between 2012-2014)? If yes, please indicate the period.
Not to exceed 100 words

	.No

	D.3
In what way(s) has your organization provided advisory services to the Committee (OD 96) or in what way(s) do you foresee that it might provide such services in the future?
Not to exceed 500 words

	MGS has provided infomal advice. We would be happy to provide specialist advice in the future. 

	E.
Capacities of your organization for evaluation of nominations, proposals and requests (as described in OD 27 and OD 96):

	E.1.
Nominations, proposals and requests are available for evaluation only in English or French. Do members of your organization or your staff demonstrate a very good command of English or French? If yes, please indicate which language(s) and the number of those members or staff.

Not to exceed 250 words

	English. A small number of staff have French and Spanish.

	E.2.
Does your organization have experience in working across several ICH domains? Please describe your experiences.

Not to exceed 250 words

	Yes. We have experience of supporting museums with advice and grants to deliver programmes involving traditional crafts, storytelling and traditional music. 

	E.3.
Describe the experience of your organization in evaluating and analysing documents such as proposals or applications.

Not to exceed 250 words

	A large part of our work is doing this kind of work for MGS grants programmes. Joanne Orr is also a specialist assessor for the Cultural Protection Fund. 

	E.4.
Does your organization have experience in drafting synthetic texts in English or French? Please describe your experience and indicate in which language(s) and the number of those members or staff.

Not to exceed 250 words

	One member of staff has been an active participant in drafting ICH NGO Forum statements

	E.5.
Does your organization have experience in working at the international level or the capacity to extrapolate from local experience to apply it within an international context? Please describe such experience.

Not to exceed 250 words

	MGS is keen to share expereiences and learn from others. Learning from the ICH symposium was shared with the NGO Forum and the IGC at the 10.COM meeting in Namibia. 
MGS has also presented on our ICH work in various countries, eg "Towards Efficient Roles of NGOs for Safeguarding ICH in the Asia-Pacific Regions" - Korea, 2014; International Heritage and Museums Conference" - Pakistan, 2016; "Museus Paraque" - Brazil, 2016 

	

	F.
Cooperation with UNESCO

	Report on activities carried out by your organization in cooperation with UNESCO (both direct cooperation with UNESCO as well as activities carried out under the auspices of UNESCO or for which you have received the authorization to use the emblem of UNESCO/of the 2003 Convention, or financial support, such as e.g. funding from the Participation Program).

Not to exceed 250 words

	Rita Mae Hyde represented UNESCO at the MGS ICH Symposium in 2015. Joanne Orr was interviewed on video at 7.COM talking about the importance of safeguarding ICH activity for the UNESCO website. MGS were also involved in the development of capacity building resources developed by Edinburgh Napier University for UNESCO. MGS attended a capacity building workshop for ICH NGOs in Namibia, and have committed to supporting the delivery an ICH capacity building workshop in Paris in April 2017.  

	

	G.
Signature

	The report must include the name and signature of the person empowered to sign it on behalf of the organization.

	Name:

Joanne Orr
Title:
CEO
Date:
13/02/17
Signature:
 [image: image1.wmf]



�.	In case your organization operates in several States, please clearly indicate which State or States are concerned by your answers when filling in parts B, C and E.
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