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FOREWORD

Foreword

This 11th EFA Global Monitoring Report provides a timely update on progress that
countries are making towards the global education goals that were agreed in 2000. It
also makes a powerful case for placing education at the heart of the global development
agenda after 2015. In 2008, the EFA Global Monitoring Report asked - 'will we make it?’
With less than two years left before 2015, this Report makes it clear that we will not.

Fifty-seven million children are still failing to learn, simply because they are not

in school. Access is not the only crisis — poar quality is holding back learning even
for those who make it to school. One third of primary school age children are not
learning the basics, whether they have been to school or not. To reach our goals, this
Report calls on Governments to redouble efforts to provide learning to all who face
disadvantages - whether from poverty, gender, where they live or other factors.

An education system is only as good as its teachers. Unlocking their potential is
essential to enhancing the quality of learning. Evidence shows that education quality
improves when teachers are supported - it deteriorates if they are not, contributing to
the shocking levels of youth illiteracy captured in this Report.

Governments must step up efforts to recruit an additional 1.6 million teachers to achieve
universal primary education by 2015. This Report identifies four strategies to provide

the best teachers to reach all children with a good quality education. First, the right
teachers must be selected to reflect the diversity of the children they will be teaching.
Second, teachers must be trained to support the weakest learners, starting from the
early grades. A third strategy aims to overcome inequalities in learning by allocating

the best teachers to the most challenging parts of a country. Lastly, governments must
provide teachers with the right mix of incentives to encourage them to remain in the
profession and to make sure all children are learning, regardless of their circumstances.

But teachers cannot shoulder the responsibility alone. The Report shows also
that teachers can only shine in the right context, with well-designed curricula and
assessment strategies to improve teaching and learning.

These policy changes have a cost. This is why we need to see a dramatic shift in funding.
Basic education is currently underfunded by US$26 billion a year, while aid is continuing
to decline. At this stage, governments simply cannot afford to reduce investment in
education - nor should donors step back from their funding promises. This calls for
exploring new ways to fund urgent needs.
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We must learn from the evidence as we shape a new global sustainable development
agenda after 2015. As this Report shows, equality in access and learning must stand
at the heart of future education goals. We must ensure that all children and young
people are learning the basics and that they have the opportunity to acquire the
transferable skills needed to become global citizens. We must also set goals that are
clear and measurable, to allow for the tracking and monitoring that is so essential for
governments and donors alike, and to bridge the gaps that remain.
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As we advance towards 2015 and set a new agenda to follow, all governments must
invest in education as an accelerator of inclusive development. This Report’s evidence
clearly shows that education provides sustainability to progress against all development
goals. Educate mothers, and you empower women and save children’s lives. Educate
communities, and you transform societies and grow economies. This is the message of
this EFA Global Monitoring Report.

//,,’M Diua,

Irina Bokova
Director-General of UNESCO
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OVERVIEW

Overview

With the deadline for the Education for All

goals less than two years away, it is clear that,
despite advances over the past decade, not a
single goal will be achieved globally by 2015.
This year’s EFA Global Monitoring Report vividly
underlines the fact that people in the most
marginalized groups have continued to be denied
opportunities for education over the decade. It

is not too late, however, to accelerate progress

in the final stages. And it is vital to put in place a
robust global post-2015 education framework to
tackle unfinished business while addressing new
challenges. Post-2015 education goals will only
be achieved if they are accompanied by clear,
measurable targets with indicators tracking that
no one is left behind, and if specific education
financing targets for governments an